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THE 


Epiftle  Dedicatory. 


To  that  luciferous  and  fublime  Lunatic, 
the  Emperor  of  the  Moon  j  Governor 
of  the  Tides  j  Corrector  of  Female 
Conftitutions ;  Cornuted  Metropolitan 
of  all  revolving  Cities,  and  principal 
Director  of  thofe  Churches  molt  fub- 
jedt  to  Mutation. 


Lofty  Sir! 


t 

|||  IN  C  E  thofe  who  enjoy  the 
Fat  of  our  Neather- World, 
are  grown  fo  lean-fpirited  as  to 
love  their  Gold  too  well  to  be 


tickl’d  out  of  it  with  a  few  ex- 

# 


travagant  Complements,  or  hy¬ 
perbolical  Adulations.  I  thought  I  might 
as  well  take  this  Opportunity  of  exprdling 
my  Gratitude  to  your  iiluftrious  Highnefg 
for  the  wonderful  Favours  I  have  often  re¬ 
ceived,  at  late  Hours,  from  the  refulgent 
Horns  of  your  revolving  Throne :  For, 
many  a  ftubborn  Advcrfary,  who  has  been 
mifehievoufly  polled  at  the  Corner  of  a 

A  •  Street, 
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Street,  have  I  happily  efcap’d  thro’ the  pleaf- 
ing  Benefit  of  your  lucid  Rays,  which  often 
.gave  me  a  Fore-fight  of  thole  Dangers  that 
I  cannot  but  confels  I  lhould  be  too  apt  to 
Humble  upon,  if  totally  depriv’d  of  your 
benign  Influence.  Many  a  dirty  Apuaduft 
have  I  ftraddl’d  over,  by  the  Means  of  your 
Affiftance,  which  in  all  Probability,  would 
have  exacted  Homage  upon  my  Hands  and 
Knees,  had- not  the  kind  Interpofition  of 
your  difiufivc  Splendor  conducted  me  with 
Safety  over  the  purling  Naltinefs,  which  has 
been  running  full  Speed  into  the  foft  Em¬ 
braces  of  fome  neighbouring  Common- 
Ihore,  as  a  drunken  Leacher  does  into  the 
finful  Arms  of  fome  more  filthy  Strumpet. 

Let  others  who  blefs  themfelves  with 
high  Conceits  of  their  ownMerit,fing  alop4 
the  Vertues  of  their  generous  Patrons, -and 
boaft  the  kind  Reception,  and  the  .liberal 
Donations,  that  their  Works  and  themfelves 
never  fail  to  meet  with,  from  thofe  who  are 
ambitious  of  Rivalling  Mecanas  in  his  boun¬ 
tiful  Character.  As  to  my  Part,  I  am  always 
jealous  of  the  Wifdom  and  Integrity  of  fuch 
9  great  Perfonages,  who  are  fond  of  being  be¬ 
holden  to  other  Men’s  Flatteries  for  a  public 
Reputation,  which,  in  my  Opinion,  is  al¬ 
ways  built  upon  the  lureft  Foundation,  when 
it  happens  to  be  enjoy’d  uncontended  for  > 
and  gradually  acquir’d  by  habitual  Vertue, 

without 
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without  Purchale-Money  paid  to  thofe  who 
have  but  a  (lender  Title  themfelves,  to  what 
they  fell  to  others. 

The  bell  Way  to  make  a  right  Judgment 
of  the  Juftice  and  Bounty  of  a  great  Man, 
is  not  tolook  into  theBooks  of  hisFiatterers, 
but  thofe  of  his  Creditors  ;  and  the  more 
Croffes  we  behold  in  the  Latter,  the  greater 
Honour  we  lhall  find  in  the  Lord  ;  the  more 
Hofpitality  inhisHoufe  ;  and  the  betterDe- 
corum  in  his  Family.  Alfo  the  belt  Tefti- 
monies  that  a  rich  and  powerful  Man  can 
give  the  World  of  his  Abilities,  is  an  Ho¬ 
nourable  Difcharge  of  thofe  great  Employ¬ 
ments  he  undertakes  for  the  Public,  and 
K  to  be  bold  and  forward  under  all  Immer- 
gencies,  more  for  the  Sake  of  his  Country’s 
good,  and  a  Defire  of  making  manifeft  his 
own  Fortitude  and  Integrity,  than  for  the 
large  Rewards  which  attend  fuch  Services  j 
that  he  may  diileminate  Vertue  by  his  own 
greatExample,  and  encourage  others,  under 
all  national  Difficulties,  to  take  up  the  like 
Refolutions. 

i . 

What  fignifies  a  great  Man’s  Bounty  to 
the  cringing  Author  of  a  fulfome  Dedication, 
if  he  proves  a  bad  Pay-Maftet  to  theTradef- 
men  that  he  deals  with  or  Iris  expenfive 
keeping  a  theatrical  Miftrefs,  if  he  be  ftingy 
and  ungrateful  to  his  poor  Friends  and  Re¬ 
lations  •,  or  his  Liberality  at  Pont  ad  s,  if  pe- 

A.  a.  nurioiis 
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nurious  to  his  own  Servants  ?  In  fhort,  fuch 
a  Man’s  Character,  at  beft,  is  but  like  the 
Party-colour’d  Robes  of  a  Serjeant  at  Law, 
that  look  as  if  one  Side  was  patch’d  up  by 
the  Plaintiff,  and  the  other  by  theDefendant. 
So  that  if  fuch  a  Patron  would  but  imparti¬ 
ally  examine  what  Sort  of  Drefs  his  Repu¬ 
tation  wears,  he  would  be  apt  to  find,  though 
one  Side  is  varnifh’d  over  by  the  Artifice  of 
• Poets ,  and  the  Praife  of  Sycophants ,  that  the 
other  is  degraded  with  long  unpaidBills,  un~ 

o  _  ox  J 

ch  ari  tab]  eNeglects,  and  unrewardedSer  vices. 

Therefore,  as  I  cannot  put  Confidence 
enough  in  my  own  Merits  to  impofe  my  Per¬ 
formances  upon  fuch  a  worthy  Perfon  as  (if 
ever  I  have  any)  I  fhall  chufe  for  my  Patron, 
fo  I  think  it  a  little  -beneath  me  to  Hatter  a 
Knave  or  a  Fool,  "or  to  wear  out  my  beft 
Pumps  in  dancing  Attendance  after  fuch 
Quality,  who  have  nothing  to  be  proud  of 
but  their  ill-got  Eftates  •,  and  havethe  Vanity 
to  think,  that  Power,  without  Juftice,  and 
Riches  without  ITonefty, ought  to  be  highly 
complimented, andextravagently  well  fpoken 
of,  though  feme  who  poffefs  both,  know  in 
.their  ownConfciences,  that  to  call  them  either 
juft,  Generous,  or  Valiant,  would  be  as  great 
an  Abfurdi-ty,  as  to  drink  a  Bumper  to  an 
honed:  Cavalier ,  in  pious  Memory  of  Old 
Nell  and  Bradfhawr 

Therefore, 
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Therefore,  upon  thefe  C  on  fid  e  r  a  t  i  o  n  s ,  a  n  d 
fome  others  in  Referve,  I  have  humbly  pre- 
iiimed  to  addrefs  the  following  Hiftory  to 
your  imperial  Inconftancy,  well  confidering, 
that  though  you  always  go  arm’d  with  a  Bulh 
at  your  Back,  yet  I  blefsmy  Stars  that  they 
have  plac’d  me  out  of  the  Reach  of  your 
longeft  Faggot-Bat :  And  as  I  expedt  no¬ 
thing  but  your  Moonfhine  to  reward  my* 
Labours,  in  Cafe  they  are  honour’d  with 
your  Highnefs’s  Approbation,  fo  I  hope  I 
ihall  have  nothing  but  a  dark  Night  to 
punifh  me,  when  I  need  alight  one, ha  Cafe 
I  have  difoblig’d  you, 

I  am  fenfible  your  Lucidity  may  very 
onuch  wonder  why  I  chufe  you  for  a  Patron, 
fmee  we  have  abundance  of  Quality  under 
the  Lunary  Influence  of  your  Silver  Rays, 
who  are  my  nearer  Neighbours  ^  but  to  tell 
you  the  Truth  of  the  Matter,  having  read  in* 
the  Works  of  a  late  celebrated  Poet 

Grant  Wits  to  Maine fs  nearly  are  ally*  dy 
And  thin  Partitions  do  their  Bounds,  divide  * 


I  concluded  from  thence,  that  there  couUE 
be  no  great  Difference  between  ,a  Poetaml  a. 
Lunatick;  and  confequently  imaging  cpthat  a 
few  fpleudkiAcres  in  your  watry  Dominions 
might.do  an  Author  as  much  Service, as  the 
windy  Promifes  of  a  greatMan^oraplentiful. 

A  3  Effete* 
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Kilate  in  that  remote  Country,  call’d  The 
Mountain  of  ParnaJjus ,  where  Poets  gener¬ 
ally  jointure  their  Wives,  and  make  Settle¬ 
ments  for  their  Children. 

Befides,  as  I  have  principally  treated  of 
the  Madnefs  of  Mankind  in  the  following 
Sheets,  fo  I  thought  the  Lunacies  of  this 
World,  a  proper  Subjeft  to  entertain  your 
Highnefs,  that  you  might  dilcover  thereby, 
what  a  wonderful  Influence  your  glittering 
Pomp  has  upon  all  fublunary  Mortals  j-'for 
the’  we  cannot  but  allow  that  you  have  fome 
Spots  in  your  lucid  Dominions,  which  are 
palpable  Diflenters  from  your  eftablifh’d 
Brightnefs,  yet  we,  who  are  beneath  you, 
cannot  but  admire  your  Luftre,  notwith- 
Banding  your  Inconftancy,  fince  we  know 
you  to  be  a  Favourer  of  Revolution  Prin¬ 
ciples  *,  for  which  Virtue,  as  heretofore  by 
the  Perfians ,  you  are  now  ador’d  by  Thou- 
lands  who  ought  to  have  the  Precedency  ©£ 

Tour 
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THE 


PREFACE 


z/5  Sheriffs  wear  their  Chains ,  Ford- 

Mayors  their  Formalities ,.  to  draw  Re - 
fpeCt  from  the  Public,  and  the  better  to  pra¬ 
ted  their  Worjhips  from  vulgar  Infolence,  fa  a 
Book  that  is  but  big  enough  for  the  cofly  Drefs 
of  a  Calves-Skin  Doublet ,  Tzmr  to  ap¬ 

pear  without  Dedication  and  Preface ,  for  fear 
the  World  jhould  laugh  at  it  for  receding  from 
<the  Fafloion.  Bsfades  moft  Authors  are  of  Opi¬ 
nion^  That  fuch  Frmtifpieces  are  the  Orna¬ 
ments  of  a  Book ,  that  often  recommend  it  to 
the  modifh  Reader ,  as  a  tempting  Drefs  does 
the  hidden  Premifes  of  a  Home-fpun  Dowdy  to 
a  Beaus  Embraces \  therefore  I  prefently  re- 
folved ,  like  other  Gentlemen  of  my  Rank  and 
Faculty,  to  tiffle  up  my  Off-fpring  with  as 
much  Gaiety ,  as  if  it  was  dejign9 d  only  for  the 
Company  of  fuch  Perfons  who  admire  Books  as 
they  do  Women,  for  the  Ncwnefs  of  their 
Faces . 

I  dare  not  tell  you.  in  the  Preface,  what  a 
htfcieus  Entertainment  I  have  provided  you  in 
the  Book,  for  fear  a  Bill  cf  Fare  f could  happen 
to  pall  your  Appetites:  I  ufe  a  Proem,  '.as  fame 
«  '  k People 


X 


preface: 

People  do  long  Graces  before  Meat ,  only  to fuf- 
p end  your  Eating  for  a  little  time ,  after  a  de¬ 
cent  Manner ,  that  you  may  fall  to  with  the 
greater  Eager nefs ,  when  your  Humble  Servant y 
at  the  end  of  the  Preface ,  ififtead  of  Amen, 
has  given  you  Licence  to  proceed. 

I'd  or  fhall  I fneakingly  beg  your  Favour ,  or 
-  anticipate  your  Judgment  by  a  felfifh  Common- 
•  dation  of  my  own  Performance ,  becaufe  extoll¬ 
ing  the  intrinfick  Worth  of  what  you  muft  buyr 
before  you  try,  makes  aP  reface  fp  like  a  Ffuack's 
Bill,  that  I  abhor  the  Thoughts  of  it.  Befdes, 
as  an  Author  muft  ft  and  and  fall  by  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  his  Readers,  ht  ought,  in  Modefty,  to-, 
poftpone  his  own  fond  Sentiments,  till  he  hears 
their  Cenfures  %  for  fhotdd  he  fay  he's  Witty y 
•and  the  World  think  him  Dull,  he'll  have  a 
difficult  Matter  to  bring  over  the  Majority  to. 
be  of  his  Opinion . 

;  I  fhall neither  alledge  the  hurry  of  other  Bu¬ 
ffi  nefs,  or  the  infufficiency  of  Time,  as  an  Apo¬ 
logy  for  my  Blunders,  tho,'  perhaps,  I  have  as 
much  Re  a f on  to  ufe  a  Traveller's  Licence,  in - 
ftead  of  a  Poet's,  to  extenuate  my  Faults  as  - 
other  Authors  that  do  ;  yet  Bam  fo  far  from 
perfuading  any  body  to  think  I  have  more  Wit 
than  I  have,  or  that  I  am  more  infalliable  than 
I  am,  that  I  think  my  felf  oblig'd  to  inform 
the  Reader,  that  nothing  can  provoke  me  to 
Jhew  my  felf  a  fond  Father  of  any  thing  that's 
nvy  own,  beffiides  my  Children 
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Some  of  the  Sons  of  Parnaffus  may  think  it 
hut  a  Compliment  due  to  their  extraordinary 
Merit s,)  to  have  their  Works  read  within  their 
own  hearing ,  and  commended  before  their 
Faces:  As  for  my  Fart ,  if  any  Body  fhould 
treat  me  with  fo  courfe  an  Entertainment ,  I 
fhould  prefently  wonder  what  Sins  I  had  com - 
mittedy  that  Providence  fhould  enjoin  me  fo  fe- 
vere  a  Penance  *,  for  I  can  compare  it  to  no¬ 
thing)  but ,  that  Neceffity  halving  forc'd  me  to 
dung  another  Man's  Ground ,  and  the  Owner > 
becaufe  he  is  pleas'd  with  the  Freedom  I  have 
taken,,  fhould  thrujl  my  Nofe  into  my  own  Pud¬ 
dings .  Civet  we  knoWy  is  grateful  to  many 
Perfons  Noftrilsy  yet  the  Cat  that  yields  ity  has 
always  the  Mo  defly  to  turn  her  Head  from  her 
own  Excrement . 

Fagging  of  Verfey  and  Writing  of  Books * 
are  become  as  Jharp  TradeSy  in  this  keen  Age * 
as  making  of  Knives  and  Sciffors  ;  and  if  the 
former ,  as  well  as  the  latter ,  are  not  well 
ground  to  a  fmari  Edge r  they  may  lie  upon  the 
Bo  ok  feller's  Stall  till  they  are  bought  up  by  the 
Band- Box-maker  ;  yet  if  they  happen  to  be  fo 
Jharp y  as  to  f cratch  a  Courtier  on  the  Forehead  \ 
cut  an  Alderman  for  the  Simples ,  or  to  fcarrify 
a  Knave  that  is  but  rich  and  powerful  there 
is  prefently  a  vsorfe  Roaring  with  them  than 
there  is  with  a  foolifh  Child  that  has  hook'd  his 
l  ingers  into  a  Clafp'd  Knifey  and  the  poor 
Author  who  had  whetted  his  Wits  to  get  a 

Pen% 


xii  PREFAC  E; 

Peny^  threatened  with  nothing  left  than  that 
Reverend  Machine  which  us'd  heretofore  to 
he  the  Property  of  Saint  sy  till  invaded  by  the 
Sinners . 

Therefore^  I  fhall  not  acquaint  you  here  with 
the  Liberties  I  have  taken  in  the  Booky  but y  re¬ 
fer  you  to  the  firft  Chapter ,  which  will  pre- 
fently  introduce  you  to  the  whole  Dejign  of 


Your 


Humble  Servant* 
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C  CL 


Of  CLUBS  in  General . 

HOUGH  the  Promotion  of  Trade, 
and  tl)e  Benefits  that  arife  from  Con- 
rp  verfation,  are  the  fpecious  Pretences 

1  WK  that  every  tippling- Club,  or  Socle- 
^  are  aBt  t0  a^%n  as  a  reafonable 
W"WWW  ^  *>Jea  **or  t^ieir  unprofitable  Meetings ; 

yet  moft  confiderate  Men  have  found 
by  Experience,  that  the  general  End  thereof,  is  a  nro- 
mifcuous  Encouragement  of  Vice,  Faftion,  and  Folly, 
at  the  unneceflary  Expence  of  that  Time  and  Money, 
which  might  be  better  employed  in  their  own  Bufinefs, 

S5  ritUvli  more  Comfort  in  their  feverai 

Families. 

3  For 


f 

2  Of  Clubs  in  General 

/ 

For  notwithdanding  their  formal  Orders,  exempli¬ 
fied  at  large  by  fome  Scrivener’s  Apprentice,  and  oilen- 
tatioufly  hung  up  in  laquer’d  Frames,  as  the  Laws  of 
the  Society ;  the  ridiculous  Chaplets  that  crown  the 
empty  Noddles  of  their  officious  Stewards,  and  adorn 
their  Temples  like  Fiddlers  in  a  Mufic-Booth ;  their 
honorary  White  Wands, which  like  a  Church- Warden’s 
Pew,  they  wear  as  Badges  of  their  fantaflical  Autho¬ 
rity  ;  contemptible  Ceremonies,  which  heretofore  have 
been  frequently  fupported  in  all  fuch  Sort  of  Baccha¬ 
nalian  Communities,  prefuming  thereby  to  govern  one 
another  with  fuch  a  folemn  Decorum,  as  might  preferve 
Peace,  Unity,  and  Sobriety  ;  and  punilh  all  Immorality 
and  Prophanefs,  by  Pecwtiary  Amercements,  that  they 
might  have  the  more  to  be  drunk  with  at  their  next 
Quarterly  Feflival :  Yet,  in  Spite  of  all  the  Care  that 
fuch  Sort  of  Cabals  could  ever  take  for  the  Prevention 
of  loofe  Talk,  mifchievous  Cavils,  and  inordinate  Tip¬ 
pling,  the  principal  Felicities  that  ever  were  enjoy’d  by 
the  giddy  Members  and  Promoters  of  fuch  Suck-bottle 
AfTemblies,  have  been  inebrious  Health-drinking,  and 
impertinent  Tittle-tattle,  much  rather  becoming  a  Set 
of  Alley-Goffips,  or  a  Gang  of  Swill-belly’d  Wine- 
Porters,  than  a  formal  Body  of  fuch  reputable  Mem¬ 
bers,  who  are  bound  by  their  Stations  which  Providence 
has  plac’d  them  in,  to  have  a  greater  Regard  to  a  fober 
Life,  a  regular.  Deportment,  and  the  Welfare  of  their 
Families,  which  can  never  be  truly  obferved  by  any 
Man,  who  imprudently  engages  in  fuch  Sort  ofMeet^ 

*  ings,  and  is  as  much  intent  upon  his  ClubTNight;,  as  a 
Wmd-firest  Serjeant  upon  a.  Sheriffi’s  FcaiL 

Besides,  how. ridiculous  is  it  for  fuch  mix’d  Socie¬ 
ties  to  have  their  fft  Meetings  at  Taverns,  and  Aie- 
houfes,  in  Hopes,  by  the  Efficacy  of  a  few  indgnmcant 
Orders,  to  preferve  themfelyes  within  the  Bounds  or  Dii- 
cretion  and  Sobriety,  when  the  only  Way  to  keep, our 
head-ftrong  Appetites  in  due  Subje&iori,  is  . to  avoid 
'  thofe  Gccafions  that  may  tempt  us  to  give  a. Loofe  to 
our  inordinate  Defires ;  for  certainly,  no  Number  of 
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prudent  iMen  would  conilitute  a  Meeting  at  a  public 
Bawdy-Hottfe,  and  there  propofe,  by  a  Table  of  Law& 
againft  Fornication  and  Adultery,  to  fortify  weak  Na¬ 
ture  againft  the  Temptations  of  the  Petticoat,  and  be 
able  to  limit  themfelves  to  a  referv’d  Modefly,  through 
the  Fear  of  forfeiting,  perhaps,  a  Six-penny  Trifle,  a 
Punifhment  not  adequate  to  thofe  finful  Pleafures  they 
are  liable  to  be  tempted  to.  Therefore,  is  it  not  equal¬ 
ly  fenfelefs  for  a  Body  of  Men  to  hold  their  Nightly 
Congreilions  in  either  a  Tavern  or  an  Ale-houfe?  Places 
that  fatten,  and  grow  rich  by  the  vicious  Habits  of 
unwary  Mortals ;  and  there  vainly  hope,  where  their 
Virtue  is  undermin’d  with  whole  Cellars  full  of  Temp¬ 
tations,  to  keep  themfelves  fecure  from  the  bewitching 
Prevalency  of  the  inebrious  Grape,  or  from  a  more 
baneful  Excefs  of  thofe  dropfical  Juices  extracted  by  a- 
dulterating  Brewers  from  our  grofler  Malt,  efpecially 
when  fuch  tippling  Societies  have  nothing  to  awe  them 
in  the  Height  of  their  Jollity  from  a  Purfuit  of  Drunk- 
ennefs,  and  a  fhameful  Lapfe  into  all  the  Follies  that 
attend  it,  but  a  few  lame  Laws  of  their  own  making, 
which  themfelves,  at  all  Times,  have  the  Power  to 
difpenfe  with  :  Nor  have  the  Penalties  of  their  Orders, 
if  duly  executed,  any  other  Tendency,  than  to  lay  up 
a  Store,  to  promote,  at  another  Time,  thofe  very  Vices 
which  they  amerce  atprefent ;  fo  that  there  is  fo  great 
an  Incoherency  between  the  Penalties  they  inffi&,  and 
the  End  they  propofe  by  it,  that  it  is  impoflible  a  fober 
Decorum  fhould  ever  be  preferved  in  thofe  Societies 
who  eflablifli  conftant  Meetings  in  fuch  Houfes,  where 
the  utmok  Arts  and  Subtilties  are  daily  pra&ifed  to 
decoy  their  Benefadlors  into  a  ruinous  Extravagance. 
Therefore,  a  Man  may  as  reafonably  propofe  to  fecure 
himfelf  in  Peace,  by  haunting  a  Bear-Garden  on  the 
public  Days  of  their  confus’d  Revels,  as  to  wifely  go¬ 
vern  himfelf  within  the  Bounds  of  Sobriety,  by  mak¬ 
ing  himfelf  a  Member  of  a  Tavern-Convention,  or 
what  is  more  fcandalous,  though  lets  expenfive,  an 
Ale-houfe  Club. 

B  z  '  Bur* 
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But,  befides  the  Inconveniences  already  mentioned, 
there  are  many  hidden  Snakes  that  often  lurk  in  the 
dark  Recedes  of  fuch  pernicious  Ademblies,  only  known 
to  thofe  leading  Ferfons  who  have  been  the  Promoters 
of  them.  It  may  be  frequently  obferv’d,  That  in  all 
fuch  Societies,  there  are  one,  or  more,  of  the  principal 
Members,  who,  in  refpedf  to  their  Riches,  dome  Offi¬ 
ces  that  they  hold,  or  for  a  Knack  of  Prating,  which 
they  have  happily  acquir’d  beyond  the  reft  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  are  highly  reverenc’d  by  their  meaner  Affiociates, 
who  having  not  arrived  to  equal  Parts,  or  Fortune,  are 
therefore  too  apt  to  liften  to  the  former,  as  the  very 
Oracles  of  Re afon  ;  fo  that  whenever  thofe  Cocks  of  the 
Fraternity, who  fet  themfelves  up  to  be  theProlocutors  of 
the  Society,  are  unhappily  difpofed,  through  Pride  Ig¬ 
norance,  or  Intereft,  to  efpoufe  any  Faction,  either  in 
Church  or  State,  or  diffufe  an  Heterodox  Notion,  tho’ 
never  fo  repugnant  to  the  Principles  ox  Chriflianity,  no 
fooner  is  the  Fool’s  Bolt  diot  upon  the  Door  of  Under- 
Handing,  but  the  Character  of  thePerfon  adds  a  Sanction 
to  the  Mifchief,  and  the  wicked  Seeds  of  Sedition  and 
DifTention  are  fpeedily  dideminated  among  the  weaker 
Brethren,  not  only  to  the  Hurt  of  themfelves,  but  to 
the  Injury  of  the  Public  ;  for  it  is  by  fuch  Societies, 
that  corrupt  Statefmen,  affided  by  their  evil  Agents, 
promote  and  advance  their  dark  Intrigues  and  ambitious 
Dedgns,  which  prove  not  only  fatal  to  thofe  purblind 
Votaries,  who  have  no  Knowledge  of  the  fecretWork- 
ings  of  Great  Men,  but  often  precipitate  a  whole  Na¬ 
tion  into  a  Deluge  of  Miferies. 

Thus  when  the  leading  Members  of  fuch  Clubs  and 
Societies,  prove  Men  of  Ill-dedgn,  or  if  not  fo,  either 
fond  Encouragers  of  their  own  Errors  or  Midakes, 
when  once  they  find  they  have  Reputation,  Argument, 
or  Cunning  enough  to  impofe  their  own  intereded  Sug- 
gedibnSj  Or  partial  Sentiments,  or  Reports,  upon  the 
red  of  their  Allhciates,  they  never  fail  to  ufe  their  ut- 
mofc  Endeavours  to  fediice  them  to  have  a  fair  Conceit 
of  their  fouled;  Undertakings,  and  to  bring  them  to  a 
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good  Opinion  of  what  they  fay  or  do,  though  they 
know  in  their  ownConfciences,  that  neither  theirTalk, 
or  their  Practices,  have  any  other  Authority  than  what 
they  derive  from  a  felihh  Regard  to  fome  By-end,  m 
which  they  purpofe  their  Deiign  fhould  terminate  ;  fo 
that  fuch  crafty  Jugglers  are  always  the  great  eft  Pro¬ 
moters  of  feleCl  Clubs  and  Meetings,  that  they  may 
have  the  better  Opportunity  of  broaching  fuch  Matters 
as  may  be  preliminary  to  the  Projects  they  have  in 
Hand,  and  draw  in  whole  Societies  at  once,  to  be  ig¬ 
norant  Abetters  of  fome  dangerousMolition,  hammer’d 
out  in  the  dark,  to  gratify  the  Revenge  of  fome  di  f~ 
gulled  Favourite,  or  to  advance  the  underhand  Defign  s 
of  an  impatient  Set  of  difcarded  Courtiers,  who  could 
never  prepare  the  Public  for  their  Purpofe,  had  they 
not  Agents  abroad  to  work  upon  the  Ignorance,  and 
to  take  Advantage  of  the  blind  Credulity  of  fuch  un¬ 
guarded  Societies,  that  always  lie  expos’d  to  the  fubtil 
Decoys  of  thofe  crafty  Underflrappers,  who  cultivate 
the  People,  and  make  them  fit  to  nourifh  thofe  evil 
•  See  Is  that  are  to  be  fcatter’d  among  them  :  Nor  do 
fuch  buiy  Agents  ever  want  Means  to  procure  their  Ad- 
million  into  any  public  Company  they  have  a  Mind  to 
biafs  by  their  treacherous  Infirm  ations. 

By  fuch  Sort  of  Artifices  the  worfl  of  Men  are 
made  popularly  good,  and  the  befl  often  afpers’d,  and 
loaded  with  undeferved  Calumny  ;  and  wherever  they 
come,  only  fuch  Healths  propofed  as  may  advance  the 
Reputation  of  their  dengmng  Mailers,  and  all  fuch  re¬ 
jected,  by  Way  of  Contempt,  who,  by  their  ,  honefl 
Policy,  have  in  any  wife  obflru&ed  the  Ambition  of 
the  former,  that,  like  the  Buckets  of  a  Well,  the 
one  Side  may  fink  the  lower,  whillt  the  other  rifes. 

By  thefe  Sort  of  Stratagems,  firft  public  Societies, 
and  next,  whole  Nations,  are  often  milled  into  danger¬ 
ous  Errors ;  and  Tavern-Clubs  have  been  frequently 
made  the  proper  Vehicle,  in  which  our  politic  Em- 
perics  have  conveyed  their  Poifon  into  the  Heart  of 
the  Kingdom.  Nor,  indeed,  have  there  been  any  Plots 
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or  Conspiracies  in  any  Reign,  but  what  have  been  firit 
hatch  d,  and  then  nourifh’d  in  thele  Sort  of  Societies, 
to  the  Ruin  and  Defirudion  of  many  unwary  Fathers 
of  poor  innocent  Families  ;  Men  that  have  been  drawn 
in,  without  Foreiight  of  the  Danger,  to  follow  fuch 
Bell-weathers,  who  have  been  the  firit  Broachers  cf  the 
he] hfh  Machinations,  and  afterwards  the  Betrayers  of 
tneir  own  wicked  Proj efts, that  themfelves  might  efcape 
the :  !Noofe,  by  facrificing  others  to  the  untimely  Halter; 
and  this  has  been  the  Fatality  that  has  often  attended 
fuch  Societies,  who  have  fill  began  as  Clubs,  and  af¬ 
terwards,  by  the  Artifice  of  fome  ill  Brethren,  have 
been  corrupted  into  Factions. 

But  to  treat  in  particular  of  fuch  Sort  of  Cabals 
who  have  heretofore  fomented,  or  tiiofe  who  at  prefent 
make  it  their  principal  Bufinefs  to  widen,  with  freih 
"W  edges,  our  national  Divilions,  it  could  not  be  done 
juftly,  without  reviving,  at  an  ill  Time  of  Day  thofe 
rediculousPromotions,  tumultuous  Emulations,  fpit-fire 
Huzzas,  and  noifyMifcarriages,  on  all  Sides,  that  ought 
for  ever  hereafter  to  lie  bury’d  in  Oblivion,  unlefs  th§ 
violent  Proceedings  of  one  inveterateParty,  fliould  pro¬ 
voke  another  to  the  like  Recrimination.  However,  let 
all  Sides  deport  themfelves  as  they  think  fit ;  and  their 
politic  Clubs  and  Societies  purfue  the  Dictates  of  their 
petulent  Humours  with  what  Warmth  they  pleafe,  I 
fhall  have  nothing  to  fay  to  any  of  them  in  this  Trea- 
tife,  any  further  than  what  I  have  already  hinted,  that 
every  modefi:  Reader  might  have  a  necefiary  Caution, 
in  a  few  Words,  againfi:  fuch  dangerous  Meetings, 
which  have  been  the  Bane  of  many  a  well-meaning, 
but  imprudent  Man  ;  for  when  ever  the  Foxes  corae 
among  the  Geefe,  they  feldom  quit  the  Flock  till  they 
have  made  a  Slaughter;  and  wherever  the  latter  hold 
their  conllant  AfTemblies,  the  former,  in  Difguife,  will 
creep  into  their  Company,  and  play  either  the  Part  of 
State  Spies,  or  fadious  Seducers,  to  the  injury  of  the 
Innocent? 
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My  Deiign  In  Hand  is  foreign  from  every  tiling  that 
can  give  Offence  to  either  Party  or  Perfon  :  But  as  all 
Ages  have  been  made  merry  by  the  fantaflical  Whim- 
fibs,  and  ridiculous Afedatioris  of  fuchSocieties,  as  have 
madetliemfelves  a  Town-talk  by  their  Pollies,  inebrious 
E xt  r  avagan ci e s ,  &c.  I  am  perfuaded  to  believe,  it  can 
be  thought  no  Breach  of  Morality,  or  good  Manners, 
to  expofe  the  v  anity  of  thofe  whimfical  Clubs,  who 
have  been  proud  to  diftihguifh  themfelves  by  fuch  a- 
muiing  Denominations,  that  the  moft  morofe  Cynick 
Would  be  fcarce  able  to  hear  their  Titles  without  burft- 
ing  into  Laughter  :  Nor  have  the  frantic  Cufcornsjocu- 
larDiverfions,and  pre  poflecr  Os  G  overnm  ent  of  fuch  fud¬ 
dle-cap  x^ffemblies,  being  lefs  remarkable  than  their  fe- 
Veral  DifdnbHons.  Therefore  all  that  I  fhall  profriife  is; 
A  merry  Hiftory  of  the  divers  Clubs  and  Societies ,  both  fa¬ 
mous  and  infamous,  that  for  Sixty  Years  and  upvsards, 
Jpave  bee?i  publicly  noted  about  London,  for  advancing 
and  encouragi?zg  all  thofe  Vices ,  Immoralities ,  Tollies ,  and 
Indecencies ,  that  they  ought  to  be  aft  am  d  of:  The  fame 
illuft rated  vjith  abundance  of  pleafant  Stories,  Jefs ,  Poems , 
and  comical  Tranf actions,  pertinent  thereto ,  that  the  World 
may  fee  herein  the  old  Proverb  verify  d,  viz.  That  Birds 
Gf  a  Feather  will  hock  together. 

o 
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HIS  eminent  Club  was  at  firh  eftablifn’d  by 
JL  fome  of  the  principal  Members  of  the  Royal- 
'Society,  and  held  every  Thurfday  at  a  certain  Tavern 
in  Com  hill,  where  the  Vintner  that  kept  it,  has  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Merit,  made  a  fortunate  Step  from  his 
Bar  to  his  Coach,  and  has  furrendered  his  Houfe  to 
fo  diligent  a  Son, whole  prudent  Management,  winning 
Deportment,  and  indefatigable  Induhry,  have  made 
him  a  Lngular  Example  to  the  whole  Fraternity,  and 
will,  undoubtedly,  be  attended  with  the  likeProifperity 

that 
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that  has  fo  juitly  rewarded  the  Pains  and  Vigilance  ot 
his  generous  Father.  The  chief  Defign  of  the  afore- 
mentionedClub,  was  to  propagate  new  Whims,  advance 
mechanic  Exercifes,  and  to  promote  ufelefs,  as  well  as 
useful  Experiments.  In>  order  to  carry  on  this  com¬ 
mendable  Undertaking,  any  frantic  Artift,  chemical 
Operator,  or  whimflcal  Proje&or,  that  had  but  a  Crot¬ 
chet  in  their  Heads,  or  but  dream’d  themfelves  into 
fome  ftrange  fanciful  Difcovery,  might  be  kindly  ad¬ 
mitted,  as  welcome  Brethren,  into  this  teeming  So¬ 
ciety,  where  each  Member  was  relpefled,  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  Quality,  but  the  Searches  he  had  made  into 
the  Myfteries  of  Nature,  and  the  Novelties,  though 
Trifles,  that  were  owing  to  his  Invention  :  So  that  a 
Mad-man,  who  had  beggar’d  himfelf  by  his  Bellows 
and  his  Furnaces,  in  a  vain  Purfuit  of  the  Philofopher’s 
Stone  ;  or  the  crazy  Phyflcian  who  had  wafted  his 
Patrimony,  by  endeavouring  to  recover  that  infallible 
Noftrum,  Sal  Grammis,  from  the  Duft  and  Allies  of  a 
Burnt  Hay-cock,  were  as  much  reverenc’d  here,  as 
thofe  mechanic  Quality,  who,  to  fhew  themfelves  Ver- 
fuq/o's,  would  fit  turning  of  Ivory  above  in  their  Gar¬ 
rets,  whilft  their  Ladies  below  Stairs,  by  the  Help  of 
their  He-Couflns,  were  providing  Horns  for  their 
Families. 

No  fooner  were  the  patch’d  Aflembly  met  together 
on  their  Club-Night,  but  every  Man,  in  Hopes  to  ad¬ 
vance  his  Reputation,  would  be  fo  wonderfully  bufy 
about  one  Experiment  or  other, that  the  very  Elements 
could  not  reft  for  ’em:  And  the  whole  Company  divide 
themfelves  into  fo  many  fevera! Cabals,  that  they  fat  like 
Train  Band-Men  at  a  Captain’sTreat,  where  there  are 
four  or  fix  appointed  to  a  Bottle.  Some  by  thofe 
hermetica!  Bellows,  called  an  JEolipHe, would  be  trying, 
with  an  empty  Bottle,  whether  Nature  would  admit  of 
a  Vacuum .  Others,  like  bufy  Chandlers,  would  be 
handling  their  Scales  to  nicely  difcover  the  Difference 
in  the  Weight  between  Wine  and  Water.  A  third 
Sort  of  Philofophers  would  be  condexifing  theSmoak  ot 

their 
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their  Tobacco  into  Oil  upon  their  Pipes,  and  then  aftert 
tlie  fame,  in  Spite  of  her  nine  Lives,  to  be  rank  Poifon. 
to  a  Cat.  A  fifth  Cabal,,  perhaps,  would  be  a  Knot 
of  Mathematicians,  who  would  fit  fo  long  wrangling 
about  fquaring  the  Circle,  till,  with  Drinking  and 
Rattling,  they  were  ready  to  let  fall  a  naufeous  Perpen¬ 
dicular  from  their  Mouths  to  the  Chamber-Pot.  Ano¬ 
ther  little  Party  would  be  deeply  engaged  in  a  learned 
Difpute  about  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  and  contend 
fo  warmly  about  turning  Lead  into  Gold,  till  the  Bar 
had  a  juftClaim  to  all  the  Silver  in  their  Pockets,  whilfl 
the  reft,  whofe  Wifdom  lay  chiefly  in  their  Riches,  fat 
iiftening  to  edify  by  the  noify  Confufion. 

So  have  I  heard,  when  wealthy  Dons 
Defcend  among  Apollob  Sons 
The  Rhiming  Crew  turn  pert  Repeaters 
Of  Panegyrics,  Songs,  and  Satyrs  ; 

And  make  them  fellies  diverting  Ajfes 
To  pie  a  lure  Pools  o’  t  Id  upper  Clafis , 

Who  only  recompense  their  Wit ,  "j 

With  feme  poor  parfimonious  C1  real  : 

And  for  their  merry  Puns  and  Strains, 

Reward  their  Guts  inf  e ad  of  Brains . 

Who  therefore  would  exhauft  his  St  ora 
Among  the  Rich  ?  to  f  ill  he  poor , 

And  barter  Wit,  which  few  pojfefs , 

For  that  which  is  in  Value  lejs  ? 

By  the  working  Brains  of  this  notable  Society, many 
wonderful  Difcoveries  have  been  made,  to  the  Amufe- 
ment  of  the  Public  ;  and  as  many  whimfical  Under¬ 
takings  advanc’d,  that  have  languifh’d  on  this  Side  their 
intended  Iftoe,  as  ever  were  projected  among  the  Straw 
in  Moorfields,  ever  fince  the  Palace  of  Bethlehem  was  firft 
built  for  the  kind  Entertainment  of  thofe  very  Orphans 
which  the  City  Chamber  had  diftra&ed  ;  fo  that  they 
wifely  took  Care  to  be  provided  of  Guefts,  before  they 
raifed  their  HolpitaL 
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Among  the  many  Maggots  that  had  the  Honour  to 
crawl  out  of  the  fertile  Noddles  of  thefe  fanciful  Ver- 
tuofo’s,  the  Invention  of  the  Barometer  has,  in  Part,  a 
Title  to  the  Clubs  Paternity,  for  they  had  the  Reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Jirfi  Lucky  T bought ,  though  Mr,  T ompion,  the 
Watchmaker,  brought  the  Project  to  Perfection,  fb  as 
to  make  it  ufeful.  But  Mr.  Patrick ,  in  the  Old  Bailey 9 
who,  for  feveral  Years,  has  been  the  principal  Maker 
of  that  Inftrument,  has  pluck’d  the  Feather  out  of  all 
their  Caps,  by  giving  the  Barometer  of  late,  very  great 
Improvements. 

The  clmnfy  Mafon  the  Foundation  lays , 

But  he  that  crowns  the  Work  defers es  the  Prai/ec 
Hopkins  and  Sternhold  did  much  Fame  acquire , 

Till  Tate  and  Brady  turfd  the  Heavenly  Lyre : 

Dryden  and  Shadwell  held  the  Bays  for  Teat  if. 

But  hath  refgn  the  Crown  when  Garth  appears  ; 

The  great  eft  Hero  muf  his  Helmet  vail. 

When  one  more  mighty  turns  the  ticklijh  Scale: 

The  glittering  Stars  are  by  the  Moon  outjhone , 

And  (he  Jub/nits  her  Glory  to  the  Sun ; 

Nor  would  his  Lufire  dazzle  human  Eyes , 

Should  o’er  his  Head  a  greater  Light  arife . 

But  beiides  this  notable  Invention  of  the  Weather- 
Glafs,  by  which  our  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  Quality,  are  infallibly  told  when  it’s  a  right  Seafon 
to  put  on  their  bed  Cloaths,  and  when  they  ought  not 
to  venture  an  Intrigue  in  the  Fields  without  theirCloaks 
&nd  Umbrella’s,  they  have  been  famcus  Promoters  of 
many  merry  Conceits,  that  at  once  deferve  both  Laugh¬ 
ter  and  Admiration,  as  in  particular  :  The  conveying 
Hampfead  Air  into  the  City  of  London  by  fubterranean 
Pipes,  as  they  do  the  New  River  Water,  for  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  all  fickly  and  confumptive  Families.  The  new 
Art  of  Navigation,  containing  infalliable  Rules  how  to 
jnafce  a  Ship  fail  in  the  very  Teeth  of  the  Wind :  Alfo 
h^w  to  turn  Brine  into  frelh  Water,  and  make  it 
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as  wholefome  for  the  Body,  and  as  pleafant  to  the  Pa¬ 
late,  as  Brandy,  Punch,  or  French  Claret.  The  Way 
to  bring  Fowls  to  be  cheaper  than  Butcher’s  Meat,  by 
making  Mutton  Cuftards  with  Sheeps  Trotters  for  my 
Lord-Mayor’s  Table,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Confump- 
tion  of  Eggs,  which  mull  confequently  promote  theEn- 
creafe  of  Poultry.  The  Art  of  good  Hulbandry  : 
Shewing  how  a  Man  may  brew  without  Water,  bake 
without  Fire,  and  live,  like  a  Prince,  upon  Three-half 
Pence  a  Day,  and  as  often  as  he  dines  have  fix  Difhes  to 
his  Table.  The  Nuptial  Calender,  exactly  calculated 
for  the  Meredian  of  London ,  wherein  a  marry’d  Matt, 
may  look  at  any  Time,  and  fee  how  often  he  has  been 
made  a  Cuckold :  To  which  is  added,  a  very  ufeful 
Table,  by  which  he  may  difcover,  Who,  How,  Where* 
and  When,  and  all  the  other  Particulars  of  his  Wife’s 
Backftidings.  The  vifible  Circulation  of  the  Gudgeon’s 
Blood,  by  the  Help  of  a  Microfcope  and  aWax  Candle, 
from  whence  a  young  Anatbmift  may  draw  a  Thouiand 
falfe  Conclufions,  and  become  a  Bubble  to  Spectacle- 
John ,  for  Ihewing  him  the  Experiment.  The  ready 
Way  to  melt  Pewter  without  Sea-Coal,  Char-Coal, 
Wood,  Turf,  old  Rags,  or  Cinders,  by  kindling  a  ve- 
hementFire,  with  two  Liquids,  upon  Plate,  Dilh  Spoon, 
or  Porringer  ;  originally  invented  for  the  cleanly  broil- 
ing  of  dried  Sprats,  and  Red -Herrings,  for  the  Royal- 
Society.  The  new  Art  of  Cookery,  by  that  excellent 
Contrivance  of  a  portable  Kitchen,  called,  by  fome,  a 
Digefter,  and  by  others,  a  Dog-Jlar<ver ,  by  the  Ufe  of 
which,  a  Man  may  dew  a  Leg  of  Beef,  at  a  Half- 
Penny  Charge,  till  the  Flelh  is  didolv’d  into  Strong- 
Broth,  and  the  Bones  become  as  foft  as  butter’d  AppD- 
Pye.  An  irrepeatable  Number  of  thefe  Kind  of  CurL 
ofities  have  been  the  famous  Produ&s  of  their  exube¬ 
rant  Noddles,  and  the  Applaufe  of  fuch  Gentlemen 
who  are  as  whimfical  as  themfelves,  the  accuftomary 
Rewards  they  have  obtained  by  their  Labours, 
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So  have  Ifeen  an  Antiquary , 

A  Bag  of  rujly  Trinkets  carry  : 

Old  canker’d  Coins,  defacd  by  Time? 

With  f  arce  one  Letter  round  the  Rim  : 

Stamped  with  a  Something  like  a  Head > 

With  Eyes  defac’d,  and  NpJ'e  decay’d ', 

Suppos’d  the  Phiz  offome  old  Hero, 

Augufhis,  Julius,  Otho,  Nero, 

Or  offome  ft  range  forgotten  Prince, 

5  hat  play’d  the  Tyrant  Ages  fince ; 

Tet  when  he  Jhews  his  mouldy  Baubles , 

On  Tavern,  or  an  Ale~houje  Tables, 

Among  old-fajhicn  d  Tools,  who,  like 
Himjelf  are  pleas’ d  with  Things  antique  z 
The  Knot  of  Coxcombs  all  agree 
To  praife  the  Drcfs,  as  well  as  he 
So  joining  in  Opinion,  place 
High  Value  on  the  rufly  Face . 

Thus  V °,rtuofo’ s  make  a  Pother 

About  their  Whims,  to  pleaje  each  other  | 

And  wond’rous  Maggots  will  advance  ye*, 

That  have  no  Being  but  in  Fancy . 

This  Club  of  Vertuofo’s,  upon  a  full  Night,  when 
feme  eminent  Maggot-monger,  for  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  Society,  had  appointed  to  demonftrate  the  Force  of 
Air,  by  feme  hermetical  Pot  gun,  to  lhew  the  Differ¬ 
ence  of  the  Gravity  between  the  Smoak  of  Tobacco 
and  that  of  Colts-foot  and  Bittany,  or  to  try  fome  o- 
;her  fuch  like  Experiment,  were  always  compos’d  of 
fuch  an  odd  Mixture  of  Mankind,  that,  like  a  Society 
of  Ringers  at  a  quarterly  Feaft,  here  fat  a  nice  Beau 
next  to  a  dirty  Blackfmith  ;  there  a  purblind  Philofo- 
pher  next  to  a  talkative  Spedtacle-maker  ;  yonder  a 
half-witted  Whim  of  Quality,  next  to  a  ragged  Mathe¬ 
matician  ;  on  the  other  Side  a  confumptiveAftronorner 
aext  to  a  Water-Gruel  Phyficiani  above  them,  aTranff 

mutator 
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Mutator  of  Metals,  next  to  a  Philofopher-Stone-Himter^ 
at  the  lower  End,  a  prating  Engineer,  next  to  aclumfy- 
iifted  Mafon  ;  at  the  upper  End  of  all,  perhaps,  an  A- 
theifiical  Chymid,  next  to  a  whimfy-headed  Ledlurer ; 
and  thefe  the  learned  of  the  Wife-akers  wedg?d  here 
and  there  with  quaint  Artificers,  and  noify  Operators, 
in  all  Faculties  ;  fome  bending  beneath  the  Load  of 
Years  and  indefatigable  Labour,  fome  as  thin-jaw’d  and 
Heavy-ey’d,with  abdemiousLiving  and  nodlurnal  Study 
as  if,  like  Pharoati i  Lean  Kind,  they  were  deiigned  by 
Heaven  to  warn  the  World  of  a  Famine  ;  others  look¬ 
ing  as  wild,  and  deporting  themfelves  as  frenzically,  as 
if  the  Difappointment  of  their  Projects  had  made  them 
fubjedt  to  a  Lunacy.  When  they  were  thus  met,  happy 
was  the  Man  that  could  find  out  a  new  Star  in  the  Fir¬ 
mament  ;  difcover  a  w  ry  Step  in  the  Sun’s  Progrefs  ; 
affign  new  Reafons  for  the  Spots  of  the  Moon,  or  add 
one  Stirk  to  the  Bundle  of  Faggots  which  have  been  fo 
long  burthenfome  to  the  Back  of  her  old  Companion 
or,  indeed,  impart  any  crooked  Secret  to  the  learned 
Society,  that  might  puzzle  their  Brains,  and  didurb 
their  Red  for  a  Month  afterwards,  in  confulting  upon 
their  Pillows  how  to  draiten  the  Projedt,  that  it  might 
appear  upright  in  the  Eye  of  Pveafon,  and  the  knotty 
Difficulty  to  be  redtify’d,  as  to  bring  Honour  to  them¬ 
felves,  and  Advantage  to  the  Public.  But  befides  the 
Spirit  of  Invention,  that,  by  the  Help  of  good  Claret, 
fo  infpir’d  the  Society,  the  whole  Company  were  fo  in- 
fedted  with  an  Itch  of  Curiofity,  that  if  a  Man  funk’d 
a  Pipe,  and  could  not  give  a  Reafon  for  the  Bluenefs 
of  the  Smoak,  he  that  alked  the  Quedion  would  think 
him  an  unworthy  Member  of  fo  Philofophical  a  Club, 
who  did  themfelves  the  Honour  to  conceit  they  were 
the  wifed  Body  in  the  Kingdom.  In  fliort,  they  have 
been  plagued  and  peder’d  with  fo  many  Banters  and 
Lampoons,  as  if  the  Mules  were  fearful  they  fhoulci 
invade  PamaJJ'us ,  and  make  their  poetieal  Kingdom 
fubjedt  to  the  Itridt  Government  ofPhilofophers. 

Apollo’s 
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Apollo’*  Sons  are  Poets  horn , 

Tho  finiJJj  d  in  the  Schools , 

And  love  their  Wit  Jhould  Jhenv  their  Scorn  $ 

To  thofe  who  deem  'em  Fools* 

Philofophers  think  Poets  mad \ 

And  Poetry  hut  Froth , 

In  fruitlefs  Gingle  finely  clad \ 

To  pleafe  and  tickle  Youth . 

But  Poets  know  Philofophers 
More  empty  Fables  feign , 

Since  Nature ,  whilft  the  World  is  hers9 
Still  makes  their  Searches  ‘vain. 

For  thd>  they* re  gratae  and  ‘wife  in  Dr  eft , 

And  hoaji  their  Studies  paft , 

Yet)  Sceptic  like9  they  mttfi  confefs9 
They  nothing  know  at  l aft . 

Then  s why  mafnt  Poets ,  like  the  reft 9 
Help  carry  on  the  Cheat , 

Since  all  the  World  is  hut  a  Jefi9 
And  Knowledge  hut  Conceit  ? 

When  our  AfTemblyof  Vertuofo’swere  intheZe- 
ninth  of  theirGlory,  andtheTown  was  amus’d  Weekly 
with  fome  new  Experiment,  or  wonderful  Difcovery, 
which  the  Philofophical  Conjurers  pretended  to  have 
made  by  their  deep  Infpe&ion  into  the  Secrets  of  Na¬ 
ture,  an  unlucky  Gentleman,  who  had  traveled  into 
JBgypt9  where  the  Inhabitants,  by  eating  much  Manna, 
and  other  purgative  Diets,  were  forced,  when  they  went 
to  Bed,  to  wear  Plugs  in  theirFundaments,  to  keep  their 
laxative  Bum '•fiddles  from  dishonouring  their  Sheets  ; 
which  unfavo^y  Stopples,  as  foon  as  up  in  a  Morning, 
it  was  their  Cu  ftom  to  difcharge  in  their  neighbouring 
Ditches,  or  in  Jfuch  like  Conveniencies,  and  to  empty 
their  Veffels  cr  thofe  troubkfome  Grounds  which  had 
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been  very  uneafy  under  their  clofe  Imprifomtient,  arid 
all  Night  long  been  ftruggling  for  a  Vent  The  Gen¬ 
tleman  being  aGCuftomed  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Air,  to 
walk  the  Fields  in  the  Morning,  and  feeing  a  great 
Number  of  theFundament-Plugslie  along  in  theDitches 
had  the  whimlical  Curiofity  to  pick  up  fome  of  the 
clean  eft,  which  the  Rain  had  wafh’d,  and  the  Sun  dried* 
and  putting  them  in  a  Bag,  brought  them  over  to  En¬ 
gland-,  and  refiding  in  London,  happened  to  hear  of  the 
Fame  of  our  Vertuofo’s  Club,  and  how  welcome  any 
foreign  Novelty  was  to  the  inquifitive  Wife-akers.  Up¬ 
on  which,  by  the  Aftiftance  of  a  Friend,  he  got  Ad¬ 
mittance  into  the  Society,  taking  along  with  him  his 
^Egyptian  C argo  of  ftinking  Suppofitories,  reporting  to 
their  Wifdoms,  that  the  fame  was  a  Drug  of  fuch  lin¬ 
gular  Efficacy,  that  the  Natives  where  it  grew,  by  Ver- 
tue  thereof,  would  ftop  any  Sort  of  Flux,  or  Loofenefs* 
in  a  minute ;  he  therefore  fubmitted  it  to  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  fo  learned  a  Society,  in  Hopes,  by  their  Skill 
in  all  Phyfical  Produ&s,  they  might  make  it  ufeful  ta 
their  own  Country.  With  that  they  were  handed abotit 
to  the  moft  judicious  of  the  Members,  every  one  nib¬ 
bling  at  the  fharp  End  that  had  lain  ftewing  in  the 
Dregs,  fome  nodding  their  Heads,  as  if  they  had  found 
by  the  Tafte,  what  Analogy  it  had  with  fome  other 
Species  that  was  noted  for  its  Vertue.  Others  fpitting 
out  what  they  had  chew’d  and  mumbled,  for  fear  the 
Secret  fhould  produce  fome  poifonous  EfFedl.  One  de¬ 
claring,  it  muft  be  a  great  Dryer,  becaufe  of  the  Spi- 
einefsof  its  Tafte.  Another,  that  it  was  certainly  a  pow¬ 
erful  of  Antifcorbutic, becaufe  fo  full  of  SalinePar  tides.  A 
Third,  that  he  believed  it  was  Antivenereal,  becaufe 
its  biting  Tafte  had  fome  Affinity  with  Guaicum.  A 
Fourth,  aftertiftg  it  a  great  Narcotic,  for  that  it  had 
numb’d  his  Tongue,  by  conveying  it  to  his  Palate. 
Thus  the  Jeft  went  round,  till  every  Member  of  the 
Club,  who  had  the  leaft  Skill  in  Phyfic,  had  moft 
gravely  delivered  his  judgmatical  Opinion.  At  laft  a 
f>m  Phyfician*  who  was  crowded  among  the  reft*  was* 
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curious  as  to  afk  the  Gentleman  how  the  Natives  ti fd 
to  take  it?  To  which  the  Traveller  anfwer’d,  always  in 
at  the  Fundament  over-Night,  and  lliot  it  out  again  the 
next  Morning  ;  and  that  thofe  very  Pledgets  he  had 
handed  to  the  Board,  for  ought  he  knew,  had  been  fifty 
Times  applied  to  the  fame  Ufes.  With  that  one  began 
to  fpit,  another  keck,  a  third  fpew,  a  fourth,  in  aPaffior, 

crying,  Z - s,  Sir,  I  hope  they  did  not  wear  them  in  their 

Arfes  !  As  fare,  reply’d  the  Gentleman,  as  fare  as  you 
have  had  them  in  your  Mouths.  Upon  which,  the  merry 
Traveller  having  gather'd  up  his  Plugs,  and  -returned 
them  to  his  Sachel,  was,  by  the  enraged  Members,  ex- 
pelPd,  or  rather  fpew’d  out  of  the  Company,  for  the 
odious  Indignity  he  had  put  upon  the  Society. 

Many  fuch  Sort  of  Jells,  by  the  Ridicuiers  of  In¬ 
genuity,  ufed  to  be  put  upon  this  grave  AfTembly  of 
philofophizing  Vertuofbh,  till,  at  length,  quite  tired 
with  the  Affronts  of  the  Town,  and  their  own  unpro¬ 
fitable  Labours,  they  dwindled  from  an  eminent  Club 
of  Experimental  Philofophers,  into  a  little  Cinacal  Ca¬ 
bal  of  Half-pint  Moral] hs,  who  now  meet  every  Night 
at  the  fame  Tavern,  ever  their  Six-penny  Nipperkins, 
and  fet  themfelves  up  for  nice  Regulators  of  their  natu¬ 
ral  Appetites,  refufing  all  Healths,  each  taking  off  hjjj§ 
Thimble-full  according  to  the  Liberty  of  his  own  Con- 
fcience,  paying,  juft  to  a  farthing,  what  himlelf  calls 
for  ;  and  karting  at  a  Minute,  that  they  may  have  one 
Leg  in  their  Beds  exactly  as  Bow-Bell  proclaims  the 
Hour  of  Ten. 


'Thus  the  grave  Searchers  into  Nature , 
So  JkiWd  in  Earth ,  Air,  Fire,  and  Water  % 
Eh  at  no  ft  range  Earthquake  could  arije. 

Or  pointed  Lightning  gild  the  Skies  ; 

No  Hurricane  its  Force  expand. 

Or  Inundation  drown  the  Land,  > 

But  they  could  give  good  Rea/on  why y 
Eke  Winds  or  Waters  rofe  fa  high* 


Of  the  Knights  of  the  Order 

Jet  thefe  more  *wtfe ,  when  o’er  the  Battle , 
Than  ’Cartes,  Lock,  or  Ariftotle. 

Could  not  fecure  their  Refutation, 

A  gain  ft  that  Tyrant  Defamation, 

But  dwindled  from  a  Cluh  Jo  7:0 ted 
For  many  Arts  they  had  promoted. 

Into  a  quaint  penurious  Set 

Who  drink  by  Rule ,  and  eat  by  Weight . 

So  antient  Rome,  who  once  was  fani d% 
For  all  the  Arts  that  could  ke  najn  d. 

Is  now  become  a  Den  of  Monks 
Fat  Fryers ,  and  religious  Punks  ; 

Which  Jhews  that  no  Community , 

Public  or  private ,  long  ca7i  be. 

From  fatal  Revolution  free . 


Of  the  Knights  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden- 

Fleece. 


Till  S  rattle-brain’d  Society  of  Mechanic  Wor¬ 
thies,  were  moft  folemnly  eftablifh’d  feveral 
Years  ftnee,  by  the  whimfical  Contrivance  of  a  merry 
Company  of  Tippling  Citizens,  and  Jocular  Change- 
Brokers,  that  they  might  meet  every  Night,  and  wafh 
away  their  Confciences  with  falubrious  Claret,  that  the 
mental  Refervations,  and  fallacious  Afturances,  the  one 
had  ufed  in  their  Shops ;  and  the  deceitful  Wheedles, 
and  Lock-jobbing Honefty,  by  which  the  other  had  out¬ 
witted  their  Merchants,  might  be  no  Impediment  to 
their  Night’s  Reft,  but  that  they  might  fteep  without 
Repentance,  and  rife  the  next  Day  with  a  ftrong  Pro¬ 
per  ii.ty  to  the  fame  Practice ;  fo  fin  on,  de  Die  in  Diem , 
till  they  came  to  be  Aldermen.  Though  they  had 
con  fen  ted  to  form  themfelves  into  a  regular  Society,  yet 
they  fcorrfd  like  a  Bread-amLCheefe  Club,  held  by 
Handicrafts  in  an  Alehoufe,  to  have  their  Orders  hung 

up 
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up  in  a  gilt  Frame,  like  a  Quack's  Bill  in  a  Phyfical 
Coifee-houfe  ;  or  to  be  under  the  formal  Government 
of  a  Brace  of  addPd-headed  Stewards,  but  agreed  among 
themfelves,  that  every  new  Member  fhould  pay 
EighteenPence,  as  an  initiating  Fee,  and  benick-nam’d, 
by  two  Godfathers  chofen  out  of  the  Society,  who,  as 
he  fat  in  his  Chair,  were  to  bid  him  rife 
Turdpie ,  or  by  any  fiich  like  Title  that 
into  their  Noddles ;  and  by  this  Ceremony,  dub  him  a 
Brother,  and  a  Knight  of  the  mod  noble  Order  of  the 
G  olden-Rleece . 

No  fooner  had  the  new  Worthy  thus  palled  his  A- 
dbption,  and  received  his  Honour,  but  the  Remitter 
was  called  for  with  abundance  of  Formality,  ahd  his 
Title  enter’d  in  great  Order,  that  he  might  take  his 
Place  at  the  Board,  and  fo  become  a  new  Laughing- 
flock,  for  his  Name  fake,  to  the  rell  of  the  Fraternity, 
who  were  all  dignify’d  with  as  whimhcal  Diflinftions 
as  the  Wit  of  their  Godfathers  could  invent,  and  make 
applicable  to  the  Follies  of  their  Godfons.  Therefore, 
as  the  Titles  fo  conferred,  were  generally  adapted  to 
the  Merits  of  the  Worthies  who  had  the  Honour  to  bear 
them,  I  have  thought  it  not  amifs  to  amufe  the  Reader 
with  a  Copy  of  their  Regifler,  that,  in  a  great  Mea¬ 
sure,  he  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  excellent  Qualifi¬ 
cations  of  the  Worfhipful  Knights  of  the  famous  Gol¬ 
den  Order,  whofe  Names,  at  leaft,  will  be  as  good  an 
Entertainment  as  the  Dramaia  B erf  ones  of  a  whimhcal 
Farce  '  . 


up  Sir  Timothy 
fhould  tome 


A  Lift  of  the  Knights  of  the  Noble  Order 
of  the  FLEECE. 


Sir  Jeremy  5 aucebox , 
Sir  Timothy  Addlepate, 
Sir  Rambus  Rattle , 

Sir  Humphry  Clcdpate , 
Sir  Go  Hah  hightail. 


Sir  Boozy  Prateall, 
Sir  Crazy  Careful , 
Sir  Noijy  Blunder , 
Sir  Sipall  Paylittle , 
Sir  Bumper  Resthome, 
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Sir  'Maudlin  Smocklove, 
Sir  Courtly  Plate  ap. 

Sir  Cavil  Moody, 

Sir  fiuerpo  Prim , 

Sir  T hunder  rlugtail , 
Sir  Drove  fy  W hi  fall , 
Sir  Talkative  Do  lit  tie , 
Sir  Samuel  Soujcrovsn, 
Sir  Goodly  Godly, 

Sir  Bumkin  Guzzle, 

Sir  Dapper  Pert, 

Sir  Peter  Squabble, 

Sir  Puny  Milkfop, 

Sir  Skinny  F retv:, ell. 

Sir  Pofitive  Start, 

Sir  Svjigkelly  Situp. 


Sir  Whimjy  Carelefs , 
Sir  Looby  Grunt, 

Sir  Trumpeter  Tellall, 
Sir  Crocky  Grimlock, 

Sir  Ninny  Sneer, 

Sir  Thvjackem  Bluff, 
Sir  Baby  Dandle, 

Sir  Nicholas  Ninny, 

Sir  Gregory  Grovsler , 
Sir  Snapum  Catchpenny, 
Sir  Pauper  RcadyvAt, 
Sir  Damnum  Surly, 

Sir  Peter  Puzzk, 

Sir  Samuel  Snap  all. 

Sir  Barnahy  Bufiy , 

Sir  Co  fly  Saueamijh. 


When  their  Golden  WoHhips,  thus  notably  diflin- 
guifhed,  were  met  in  a  Body  at  their  general  Rendez¬ 
vous,  and  had  faluted  one  another  by  their  King-freet 
Titles,  then  their  brittle  Fuzees  were  charged  with  Sot- 
Weed,  and  every  one  began  to  puff  a  falutary  Whiff* 
to  warm  the  ambient  Air,  and  beget  a  drowthy  Ar¬ 
dour  in  the  Guts  of  the  Fraternity,  that  iuch  Sort  of 
Healths  might  be  freely  circulated,  as  were  moil:  agree¬ 
able  to  the  dubb’d  Society,  having  little  other  Buhnefs 
to  exercife  the  Faculties  of  their  worfhipful  Members, 
befides  drinking  plentifully ;  fmoaking  inceffantly  ; 
telling  Stories  lamely  ;  talking  Politics  wildly  ;  depu¬ 
ting  Principles  warmly  ;  and,  at  laft,  to  dwindle  into 
lufeious  Bawdy,  which  every  one  took  his  Turn  to  ex^t 
prefs  mod:  feelingly. 


So  buxom  Gdjfips,  vshen  they  meet. 

To  give  t hemf elves  a  private  Treat, 

And  at  fo me  P 'afity -Cooks  regale,  • 

With  Pidgeoji-Pies,  and  Bolt l  ’ d-Ale , 

At  fir  ft,  pui  on  their  mode  ft  Airs, 

Like  Nuns  jufi  fiepping  to  their  Prayers ; 

Butd 
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But ,  vs  hen  the  Glafs  has  flown  about , 

Crown'd  with  a  Dram ,  or  mixt  with  Stout, 

Then  pious  Dame,  with  bawdy  fed, 

Revives  the  Genius  of  the  ref  ; 

Who  cafting  off  their  Jl arch'd  Difguife , 

Shew  by  their  7  ongues,  as  well  as  Eyes, 

That  the  fame  vicious  Dregs  of  Nature,  ■ 

Still  lurk  in  e'ery  human  Creature  ; 

Only  they're  fifed  here  and  there. 

By  Interefl ,  or  Religious  Fear  : 

But  when  good  Liquor  interpofes , 

God  Bacchus  is  too  hard  for  Moles. 

This  fan  tallica!  Order  of  d-ubb’d  Fuddle-caps,  were 
no  fooner  ellablifhed,  but  they  encreas’d  as  fall  as  Moor - 
felds  Rabble  upon  an  Eafler  Holiday ;  for  the  great 
-Ambition  that  abundance  of  City  Rattles  had  to  the 
Honour  of  Knighthood,  though  fo  whimlically  con¬ 
ferred,  that  the  Ceremony  of  their  Indallment,  and 
their  ridiculous  Titles,  made  them  a  public  Laughing- 
flock  to  their  whole  Acquaintance  ;  yet  fancying,  like 
Farmers,  when  a  Bird  has  fhit  upon  their  Heads,  that 
there  was  fomething  prophetical  in  the  fham  Dignity, 
they  crowded  in  apace  to  he  dubb’d  Coxcombs  of  the 
Worfhipful  Society,  in  Hopes  the  counterfeit  Didindti- 
©n,  by  the  Power  of  Sympathy,  might,  at  one  Time 
or  other,  bring  them  to  be  blown  upon  by  the  Breath 
of  f- lonour,  as  many  a  Country  Clod-pate,  who  has 
been  called  Alderman  in  his  Apprenticefhip,  has  lucki¬ 
ly,  hereafter,  arofe  in  good  earned  to  the  Golden 
Chain,  as  if  the  Prefages  of  his  Friends  had  been  the 
Rife  of  the  Looby,  as  the  Predictions  of  the  Adrolo- 
gers  are  often  the  very  Caufe  that  the  fucceeding  E- 
vent  happens  to  anfwer  their  Prophefies* 

Thus  Fools ,  who  credit  Planet-Gazers , 

And  think  the  Knaves  wife  Albumazars,. 

Conform  their  Lives  to  what  they  tell  'em,  ■ 

And  then  believe  the  Stars  compel  'em* 

.  .  Foa* 

# 
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For  many  Years  fucceflively,  this  Noble  Order  of 
the  Equiti  Aurata,  continued  their  Society  at  the  Golden- 
Fleece  in  Cornhii /,  till  Sir  Jeremy  Saucebox ,  one  of  their 
principal  Knights,  and  chief  Leader  and  Controller  of 
the  Rattle-braid d  Community,  depping  a  little  befides 
his  Seme's,  for  a  deplorable  Accident  that  had  happened 
in  his  Family,  took  Leave  of  his  Brotherhood,  as  he  had 
of  his  Wits,  and  laid  his  Honour  in  the  Dud,  where 
Didindtions  ceafe,  and  all  Men  are  reduc’d  to  the  fame 
peaceable  Level  which  they  had  long  enjoy’d  before 
their  frd  Creation.  And  then  the  dull  Fraternity,  thro’ 
want  of  a  merry  Zany  to  exercife  their  Lungs  with  a 
little  feafonable  Laughter,  and  unhappily  neglecting  to 
be  fhav’d  and  blooded,  fell  into  fuch  a  Fit  of  the  me- 
lancholly  Dumps,  that  feveral  of  the  Order  were  in 
great  Danger  of  a  Straw  Bed  and  a  dark  Room,  if  they 
had  not  neglected  their  nodturnal  Revels,  and  forfaken 
frenzical  Claret,  far  fob  or  Water-Gruel ;  and  worfe 
Company,  for  the  penitential  Converfation  of  their  own 
Families :  So  that  upon  thefe  Misfortunes,  the  Knights 
put  a  Stop  to  their  Collar-Days  ;  laid  afide  their  IndalL 
ment ;  proclaim’d  aCeffation  of  Bumpers  forfome  time, 
till  thole  who  were  fek  had  recovered  their  Healths,  and 
others  their  Senfes ;  and  then,  the  better  to  prevent 
the  Debafemens  of  their  Honour,  by  its  growing  too 
common,  they  adjourn’d  their  Society,  from  the  Fleece. 
in  Cornhill,  to  the  Fhree  Funs  in  Soul  dinar  It,  that  they 
migh  be  more  retire  from  the  Bows  and  Compliments 
of  the  London  Apprentices,  who  ufed  to  falute  the  noble 
Knights  by  their  Titles,  as  they  paffed  too  and  fro  a- 
bout  their  common  Occafions.  Belxdes,  they  have  a 
further  Conveniency  by  their  aidant  Removal ;  for 
fhould  any  of  them  be  in  Danger  of  having  their  Ho¬ 
nour  invaded  by  any  importunate  Creditor,  a  light  Pair 
of  Heels  will  foon  carry  them  into  a  neighbouring  San- 
dluary,  where  no  impatient  Dun,  or  Catchpole  Rapa- 
ree,  dare  either  tug  them  by  the  Sleeve,  or  take  them 
by  the  Collar. 

iff 
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I?i  faith lefs  Times,  'when  Crowds  mif carry  % 

T is  good  for  wife  Men  to  be  wary. 

The  tini  rons  Hare ,  that* s  oft  purju  d. 

Delights  to  harbour  near  a  Wood* 

1  hen  who  can  blame  the  Knights  for  chufing , 

So  fit  a  Place  for  rendezvoufing  P 

To  fhevv  what  a  great  Regard  they  had  for  one  a- 
nother’s  Converfation,  though  moll  of  them  live  at  a 
remote  Difiance,  yet  the  Geefe,  like  Foxes  that  prey 
far  from  home,  waddle  every  Afternoon  o’er  the  Corn- 
plaguing  Pebble  of  London- Bridge,  to  the  T om-T urds- 
Arms  in  Southwark,  which  ought,  for  their  Pains,  to 
be  the  Banner  of  their  Order,  with  this  Motto,  viz. 

Let  Honour  fill  be  due  to  Jafonh  Knights, 

Tho ’  Tom-Turds- Arms  /^Golden  Fleece  bejhites . 

Under  this  Circumdance  their  eminent  Society  re¬ 
mains  at  prefent,  dill  maintaining  all  their  antient  For¬ 
malities  that  may  promote  Cachinnation,  only  their 
Penal  Laws  of  Forfeiture  are  quite  laid  alide,  becaufe 
they  prov’d  an  Oppredion  to  thofe  poor  Knights,  whofe 
Edates  have  been  impaired  by  Wagering  and  Stock 
jobbing.  The  accudomary  Salutation,  when  any  of 
the  Society  happen  to  meet  by  Accident,  though  in  the 
public  Street,  is.  What  Title ,  Brother  ?  Sir  Timothy 
Addlepate,  crys  the  worlhipful  Member,  or  whatever 
Didincdion  he  has  the  Honour  to  bear  ;  who  prefently 
returns  the  like  Compliment,  of,  What  Title,  Brother  P 

Sir  Jeremy  Saucebox,  perhaps,  replies  the  other.  Z - s, 

fays  a  merry  Gentleman,  who,  at  a  Time  of  their 
Greeting,  happened  to  be  pading  by,  Tour  Worjhips  ac - 
coft  one  another,  as  if  you  were  Knights  and  Aldermen  of 
the  City.  Another  Time,  an  arch  Drawer  at  the  Three 
Tuns,  having  affronted  fome  of  the  Noble  Order  by  a 
furly  Anfvver,  infomuch  that  a  cholericKnight,  very  full 
of  Refentment,  told  the  Drawer  in  a  Paffion,  he  was  a 

fauey 
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faucy  Sir  'Jackanapes .  Indeed  Gentlemen ,  replies  the 
Youth,  1  am  highly  oblig'd  to  you,  for  you  honour  me  as 
much  as  if  as  one  of  your  Society.  Abundance  of  fuch 
Sort  of  Rubs  they  meet  with  from  their  Acquaintance ; 
yet  with  a  chearfu!  Refolution,  they  Hill  continue  their 
Farce,  and  maintain  their  Fooleries,  and  value  the  Scoffs 
of  theWorld  no  more,  than  a  Nell  of  guzzling  Minters 
do  the  Reproaches  of  their  Creditors,  but  are  as  proud 
of  their  fham  Honour,  as  a  Stage  Hero  is  of  his  tawdry 
Ruikins  ;  and  glory  as  much  in  their  imaginary  Titles, 
as  a  Company  of  old  Soldiers  do  in  their  Scars  and 
Scratches. 

'Us  f  range  !  that  Men  with  Reafon  blefe , 

Should  make  themfelves  a  common  Jefe  ; 

And  meet  to  feigmatisze.  each  other , 

I hat  deny  Fool  may  have  his  Brother. 

What  Mortal,  that  has  Sen/e  or  Thought , 

Would firip  Jack  Adams  of  his  Coat  ? 

Or  who  would  be  by  Friends  decoy'd, 

1 0  wear  a  Badge  he  would  unsaid  ? 

And  fondly  to  the  World  proclaim. 

His  Weaknefs  by  fame  Apifh  Name. 

For  who  caii  hear  a  Man  faluted. 

By  th ’  Title  of  Sir  Crazy  Hothead  ? 

And  not  conceive  the felly  Ajs , 

Defervfs  the  Name  he  does  embrace  ; 

And  thai  5 tis  well  adapted  to  him , 

That  others  may  the  better  know  him • 

He  therefore  that  is  proud  to  take 
A  foolifh  Name,  for  Folly's  Sake, 

Shews  plainly  by  his  Indifcretio  n. 

He  well  deferves  the Ape  Hat  ion* 

Thus  as  the  punifldd  Child,  in  Courfe 
Mufi  kifs  the  Rod.  to  pleafe  the  Nurfe , 

So  the  dubb' d  Afs,  t' oblige  his  Mates, 

Oft  hugs  ip  Jefe,  t he  Name  he  hates* 
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A  Merry  Gentleman,  who  had  often  hazarded  his 
OwnBolt-fprit,  by  fleering  avitious  Courfe  among 
the  Rocks  of  Venus,  having  obferved  in  his  Walks  thro’ 
our  Englijh  Sodom ,  that  abundance  of  both  Sexes  had 
facrificed.  their  Nofes  to  the  God  Priapus ,  and  had  un~ 
Juckily  fallen,  into  the  JEgyptian  Falhion  of  fiat  Faces, 
pleafed  himfelfwithan  Opinion,  it  mull  prove  a  comical 
Sight  For  fo  many  maimed  Leachers  ;  Fluffing  old  Stal¬ 
lions  ;  young  unfortunateWhoremaftcrs ;  poor  facrificed 
Bawds ;  arid  falivated  Whetflones,  to  ihew  their  fcan- 
'daloiis  Vizards  in  one  NoTe-iefs  Society  :  To  accofriplifh 
which,  he  made  it  his  Bufinefs,  for  fo'me  Time,  to  ftrole 
'  about  the  Town,  on  Purpofe  to  pick  Acquaintance  with 
all  fuch  fligmatiz’d  Strumpets  and  Fornicators,  as  he 
thought  might  be  "proper  Members  of  the  Huffing 
'  Community,  pretending  fomethirig  or  other  that  carried 
a  Face  of  tnterefi:  to  all  that  he  talk’d  with,  appointing 
every  one  apart  to  meet  Him  at  the  Deg  T avern  in  Drury 
DcVie,  upon  a  certain  Day,  a  little  before  Dinner  Time, 

"  that  they  fnight  eat  a  Bit  together,  and  he  would  then 
acquaint  them  with  the  Secret.  Being  a  well-bred 
Gentleman,  and  a  Perfon  that  behav’d  himfelf,  to  all 
he  fpoke  to,  with  an  unfufpedted  Gravity  ;  when  the 
Day  appointed  come,  every  one  was  fo  curious  to  know 
the  XJpfhot  of  the  Matter.  The  Gentleman,  again  ft 
the  Time,' acquainted  the  Vintner,  who  were  like  to  be 
his  Gaefis,  that  he  might  not  be  furprifed  at  fo  ill- 
favour’d  an  Appearance,  but  pay  them  that  RelpeSl, 
when  they  came  to  afk  for  him,  that  might  encourage 
them  to  tarry.  When  the  Morning  came,  no  fooner 
was  the  Hand  of  Convent-Garden  Dial,  upon  the  Stroak 
of  the  Hour  prefix’d*  but  (lie  No-Nofe  Company 

began 


Of  the  No-Nofe  'Club.  25 

began  to  drop  in  apace,  like  Scald  Heads  and  Cripples 
to  a  Mumper's  Feail,  afking  for  Mr.  Cro?npton ,  which 
was  the  feigned  Name  the  Gentleman  had  taken  upon 
him,  fucceeding  one  another  fo  thick,  with  jarring 
Voices,  like  the" brazen  Strings  of  a  crack’dDulcimore, 
that  the  Drawer  could  fcarce  (hew  one  up  Stairs,  before 
-he  had  another  to  conduct ;  theAnfwer  at  the  Bar  being 
to  all  that  enquir’d,  that  Mr.  Crompton  had  been  there, 
and  defir’d  every  one  that  afk’d  for  him  would  walk  up 
Stairs,  and  he  would  wait  upon  them  prefently.  As 
the  Number  encreafed,  the  Surprize  grew  the  greater 
among  all  that  were  prefent,  who  flared  at  one  another 
'with  fuch  unaccuftom’d  Bafhfulnefs,  and  confus’d  Od- 
nefs,  as  if  every  Sinner  beheld  their  own  Iniquities  in 
the  Faces  of  their  Companions.  However,  feeing  the 
Cloth  laid  in  extraordinary  Order,  every  one  was 
curious,  when  once  enter’d,  to  attend  the  Sequel  :  At 
length  a  fnorting  old  Fellow,  whofe  Nofe  was  utterly 
fvval low’d  up  by  his  Cheeks,  as  if  his  Head  had  been 
troubled  with  an’  Earthquake,  having  a  little  more 
Impudence  than  the  refl  of  the  -Snuffletonians,  Egad, 
fays  he,  if  by  Chance  vce  Jhould fall  together  by  the  Ears , 
hovj  long  might  <ive  all  fight  before  voe  firndd  have  bloody 
Nofes  ?  Adds  fiejh ,  fays  another,  novo  you  talk  of  Nofes , 
/  heme  been  looking  this  half  Hour  to  find  one  in  the  Com - 
pany.  God  be  praifed ,  fays  a  Third,  the*  voe  have  no 
Nofes ,  five  have  every  Man  a  Mouth ,  and  that ,  by  the 
fpreading  of  the  Table,  fieems  at  prefent ,  to  be  the  mofi 
ufeful  Member .  A  meer  Trick ,  1  dare  engage ,  fays  a 
Bridge-fallen  Lady,  that  is  put  upon  us  by  f&me  vohhnfical 
Gentleman ,  that  loves  to  make  a  Jejl  of  other  People's 
Misfortunes . ,  Let  him  jefi  and  be  damn'd ,  crys  a  dub- 
inouted  Bui  ley,  if  he  comes  but  among  us,  and  treats  us 
handfotnely .  If  he  does  not,  fays  he.  I'll  pull  him  by  the 
Nofe  till  he  voijhes  himfelf  'without  one ,  like  the  ref  of  the 
Company.  Pray,  Gentlemen  and  Ladies ,  crys  an  old 
drewthy  Captain  of  White  Fryars ,  who  had  forfaken 
t  he  Pleafqres  of  Whoring  for  thofe  of  Drinking,  don't 
kt  us  ft  and  cloak  at  the  -Fountain  Head ;  and  with 
*  *  C  that 
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•that  they  knock’d  for  the  Drawer,  and  afked  him,  If 
they  might  not  call for  Wine ,  «: without  the  Danger  of  being 
flopp'd for  the  Reckoning  ?  Who  anhyered.  Yes,  far  nxbai 
they  pleas'd^  only  the  Gentleman  defined  it  might  be  the 
Forfeit  are  of  a  fluart,  if  any  one  flscnld  prefume  to  put 
their  Nofie  m  the  Glafis.  The  Propofol  was  font  ode if 
that  it  was  prefently  agreed  to,  fo  all  Sorts  of  Wines 
were  immediately  brought  them,  to  whet  before  Din¬ 
ner,  and  fharpen  their  Wits,  that  the  fhoutlefs  Society 
might  be  the  better  Company  for  the  Mailer  of  the 
Peak.  No  fooner  had  two  or  three  Glafies  apiece  gone 
round  the  Company,  and  put  tb^  Mercury  on  float 
which  lay  lurking  in  their  Y/e&ther-GiafTes,  but  grow¬ 
ing  a  little  familiar,  there  was  fitch  a  Snuffling  among 
them,  that  had  a  Herd  of  Swine  been  fnorting  o’er  their 
Wafh,  and  an  Irtfh  Harper  playing  St.  Patrick's  Jig  g  in 
the  mid fl  of  them,  it  could  not,  for  certain,  have  pu¬ 
nched  the  Ear  with  a  more  ungrateful  Jargon. 


Fall'n  Palates  no*w,  mid  Bridge-lefs  Nofiei , 
Fat  tip  by  crude  Mercurial  Dojcs  ; 

And  longues  impair  d  by  SaTuvations, 

Or  half  devour  d  hy  Ulcerations , 

After  each  other  drank  their  Glafies , 

And  never  keck'd  or  'mads  aery  Faces 
As  if  they  all  knew  very  nr  elf 
Which  Way  their  yielding  Nof'es  fell ; 

Had  therefore  each  the  fame  Protection, 

Again  ft  Verier  eal  Infection  ; 

And  nealu  d  not  nvhat  pocky  Venom,. 

Gould  tinge  the.  Glafs  that  pafd  between  'em  :  - 
But  N (fiefs  Sir ,  and  Snuffling  'Madam, 

Since  all  had.  been  alike  at  Hadem, 


Took  Care,  V is  true,  to  drink  all  up.  \ 

But  thought  it  Scorn  to  rife  the  Cup.  %' 

So  Night- Men,  no  ho  with  ll  ids  ad  Pails ,  " % 

Cany  off  the  Drippings  of  our 'tails 
With  Hands  unw  a  fid,  in  jultry  Jy  cat  her. 


v 


Will fiveai,  cat',  drink,  and  ft  ink  together* 


Ter 
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The  Dinner  being  now  ready,  the  M.after  of  the 
Feaft,  conducted  by  the  Vintner,  walk’d  up  Stairs  to 
compliment  his  flat-nos’d  Guefts  with  a  hearty  Wel¬ 
come,  and  to  return  them  Thanks  that  they  had  done 
him  the  Honour  to  remember  their  Words,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Withes,  to  grace  the  Entertainment  he 
had  provided  for  them  with  fo  large  an  Appearance  of 
both  Sexes.  Upon  which  a  Brandy-fac’d  Bully,  whole 
Carbuncle  Cheeks,  between  Pox  and  Foculum ,  looked 
as  Blood  Red  as  a  frefli  Stake  cut  off  from  a  Buttock 
of  Bull  Be^ft'-prefuming  to  be  wifer  than  the  reft  of 
the  Company,  undertook  to  be  Spokefman,  and  re¬ 
turned  the  following  Anfwer. 

4  Sir,  I  underftand  by  the  unfortunate  Sportfmen  and 
4  Ladies  p refen t,  that  you  were  equally  importunate 
4  with  every  one,  of  us,  to  meet  you  here  about  extra- 
4  ordinary  Bufmefs  that  fhould  prove  to  our  Advantage, 
6  in  Hopes  of  which,  you  may  plainly  fee,  in  every  ones 
4  Face,  that  we  came  in  fuch  hafte,  to  give  our  per- 
4  fon al.  Attendance  that  v/e  left  our  Nofes  behind  us. 

4  Therefore,  Sir,  though  we  appear  before  you  with- 
4  out  our  proper  Ornaments,  and  have  fteer’d  ourfelves 
4  hither  without  our  Boltfprits,  yet  we  mult  flatly  tell 
4  you,  that  we  exp  eft  to  be  refpefted,  fuice  Soldiers 
4  full  of  Scars,  and  old  Abbey  Monuments  defac’d  by 
4  Antiquity,  are  always  mod  venerable.  Therefore,  if 
4  you  any  ways  affront  us,  we  ftiall  tofs  up  our  Snouts, 
4  and,  perhaps,  bring  yours  upon  a  Level  with  the  reft 
4  of  the  Company’s ;  or  if  you  have  any  Defign  to 
4  draw  us  into  Expence,  you  will  fmdyourfelf  deceiv’d, 
4  for  we  are  not  Pcrfons  to  be  led  by  the  No/e  into  fuch 
4  an  Inconyeniency.  We  therefore  hope,  that  vou 
4  mean  us  well;  and  if  fo,  then  by  your  own  fingle 
4  Roman  you  may  lead  us  any  whither :  For  though 
4  ourfelves  have  no  Bucklers  to  guard  our  Warlike 
4  Faces,  yet,  like  Perfons  who  have  no  Money,  we 
4  love  to  follow  thofe  that  have. 
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By  Way  of  Reply  to  this  notable  Speech,  the 
Gentleman  told  them,  that  though  his  meager  Jaws 
.  were  unhappily  difgrac’d  with  fuch  an  Elephant's 
Trunk,  yet  his  Father  and  his  Grandfather  made  no¬ 
thing  of  theirs,  but  kifs’d  them  away  before  they 
came  to  be  Thirty,  yet  lived  fo  long  afterwards,  that 
they  followed  their  Nofes  out  of  this  World  into  the 
next  at  Forty  Years  diiiancce  :  Therefore  he  had  fo 
great  a  Refpeft  for  all  Perfons  under  the  fame  Circum- 
flance,  that  he  was  only  coveteous  of  fuch  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  as  they  had  given  him,  to  convince  them  of  the 
.  Friendfhip  he  had  for  all  Flat  Faces,  and  though  it 
fo  happen’d,  that  his  unneceflary  Griille  was  frill  hand¬ 
ing,  yet  he  had  run  fair  Hazards  of  making  his  Coun¬ 
tenance  even  with  them;  and  therefore  begg’d  Pardon, 
that  he  Ihould  thruflhis  Nofe  into  fuch  a  Nofelefs  So¬ 
ciety,  being  truly  fenfible,  that  nothing  was  more  ri¬ 
diculous  in  public  Company,  than  for  a  Gentleman  to 
.  be  lingular, 

.One'  Nofe,  among  fuch'  Nofelefs  Gueft ,  . 

Was  only  fit  to  be  a  Jefi ; 

And  lock'd  <witb  its  afpiring  Bridge, 

But  like  a  Houfe  kfiiw  lefty  Ridge . 

Built  by  fine  vjhimfcal  old  Fop, 

Amid  ft  a  Street  that's  fiat  at  lop . 

A  veife  Man  hem' d  about  nxith  Fools , 

Ivlufi  bear  the  Blockheads  Ridicules  : 

1  he  ?nodefi  Dame ,  <with  Whores  Jurr  cun  defy 
Mu  ft  be  by  Impudence confounded : 

The  Female  Saint  in  Shierpo  Hoed, 

Will  bait  the  Lefts  vfith  high  Commode , 

Why  then  jkould  not  one  mighty  Nofe , 

With  Patience  hear  the  Scoffs  of  thofe. 

Who  hate  to  fee  a  Nofe  appear , 

Becaufe  Ihemf elves  have  none  to  veear  ; 

Since  he  is  alvoays  made  the  'Jefi, 

That  is  the  me  ft  unlike  the  ref  P 

r  .  The 
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..  The  Dinner  being  how  brought  to  the  Table,  and 
the  Scare- Crows  leafed  according  to  their  Seniority,  as 
foon  ,  as  their  Food  was  fandlify’d  with  a  ftiort  Grace, 
they  all  fell  to  Grinding  and  Snuffling,  for  want  of 
clear  Paflages,  like  fat  Aldermen  at  my  Lord-Mayor’s 
Fcaft,  who,  when  tired  with  their  Journey  from  London 
to  We  ft  m:  after ,  commonly  eat  their  Cuftard  between 
deeping  and  waking.  Among  the  red  of  the  Enter¬ 
tainment  there  happened  to  be  a  Couple  of  fat  Pigs, 
which  the  Cook,  to  make  a  Jell,  had  merrily  fent  up 
with  both  their  Snouts  cut  off:  The  Gentleman  being 
offended  to  fee  the  Figs  Heads  fo  ftrangejy  mangled, 
fent  for  the  Cook  up  Stairs  to  know  the  Reaffm  of  it; 
who  anfwer’d,  He  had  cut  off  their  Snouts  to  phi  the  Pigs 
in  the  Fa/hi  on  j  for  that  he  thought  it  not  Jit  for  two  fob 
pwinif  .  Creatures  to  run  their  unmannerly  Nafes'  into  fitch 
good  Company  that  had  but  one  amow  Ji  them .  A  Pox 
take  you)  replied  an  old  SnuHlQT.fr  the  Son  of  a  Dripping- 
Pan  !  The  fewer  Ncfes  there  are  in  the  Company,  the 


more  there  ought  to  he  in  the  Feafl,  for  the  Ladies  know, 
that  flat  Things  always  lo*ve  long  Snouts . 

As  foon  as  they  had  eaten  off  the  Edge  of  their  Ap¬ 
petites,  being  ail  highly  pleaded  with  their  plentiful 
Entertainment,  the  Founder’s  Health  was  dffed  about 
in  aBumper,till  they  all  grew  as  f rol ick fo m e  as \ fo  many 
jug's  and  Bumkins  at  a  Country  Houfe-Warming ;  and 
then  they  began  to  jell  and  be  merry  with  one  anothers 
Iniquities,  as  if  their  Sins  were  there  Pride,  and  their 
Sufferings  their  Glory,  every  one  being  as  "free  of  their 
paff  Vices  and  Intrigues,  as  Gofflps  o’er  their  Ale,  are 
of  their  Huibands  In dfmi ties,  that  tile  ‘fmgle-nos’d 
Gentleman  was  fo  delighted  witji  his  Gueds,  that  he 
gave  them  his  Company  mod  Part  or  the  Day,  and  fat 
like  Don  John  among  his  gadly  Affembly  of  defac’d 
Monuments,  juft  darted  from  their  Pededals  to  take  a 
Dinner  with  the  Libertine.  Thus,  in  Eating,  Drink¬ 
ing,  and  Jelling,  they  pafs’d  away  their  Time,  till  the 
Wine  and  the  Mercury,  by  their  united  Forces,  made 
them  totter  about  the  Room  like  drunken  Boors  at  a 
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Batch  Weddings  And  then  the  the  Founder  of  the 
Fend  paid  theReckoning  generoufly,  bid  them  heartily 
Welcome,  and  invited  them  that  Day  Month  .to  fuch 
another  Entertainment,  which  kind  Hofpitalitv  he  fe- 
veral  Times  repeated,  and  called  the  Society  by  the 
Name  of  The  No-Nofe  Club  :  But  the  bountiful  Promo¬ 
ter,  within  lefs  than  a  Year,  happening,  in  Spite  or  his 
Nofe,  to  die  in  a  Salivation,  the  Flat-fac’d  Community 
were,  unhappyily  dhTolv’d  :  The  lad  of  their  Meeting 
at  the  Requelt  of  the  Deceafed,  being  to  ibfemnize 
his  Funeral,  where  evety  one  had  a  Ring  in  Pia  Me - 
Thor i a  of  their  generous  Benefactor,  whofe  Remains 
Were  honour’d  with  the  following  Elegy. 


Mourn  all  ye  No  Nos'd  Bullies  of  the  Age, 

IVhofe  batter  d  S routs  the  World1  s  Decay  pref age. 

And  fhew%  whilfi  living,  how  the  fairefi  Face , 
Adorn'd  by  Nature  with  each  charming  Grace , 

Thd  a  chafe  Stranger  to  the  Joys  of  Love , 

Mif  rot  when  under  ground,  like  yours  above ; 

And  that  fair  Bridge  which  in fame  Form  does  grow  M 
Beneath  whofe  Griflly  Arch  fitch  Juices  flow. 

When  dead,  like  your  falTn  No/'es  e'er  you  die, 

Mufi  tumble ,  and  in  fiat  Bijorder  lie. 

Mourn  evry  Punk ,  whofe  ruin'd  Front  proclaims , 
Hew  ?nuch  Jhe's  fujfer'd  by  Venereal  Flames ; 

Who ,  by  her  Dents  and  Scars,  deters  the  Looting 
From  Lovfs  bewitching  Sports,  fGr  which  they  long. 

Weep  all  who  dare ,  without  a  Mafic  difcloje 
A  finking  Bridge ,  or  Face  without  a  Nofe . 
let  Grief  alone  your  Salvation  prove , 

Till  flowing  Eyes  your  Malady  remove. 

And  quite  di [charge  the  Pocky  Dregs  of  Love. 

Mourn  for  the  Loj's  of  fitch  a  generous  Friend, 
Whofe  lofty  Nofe  an  humble  Snout  dfdaiu'd. 

But  thd  Gf  Roman  Height,  would  fioop  fo  low. 

As  to  [noth  thofe  who  ne'er-  a  Nofe  could  glow. 

So  a  kind  beauteous  But  chefs,  once  admir'd  . 

JSy  all  that  faw  her.,  and  by  ah  dyrr  d. 
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Fo  -,f  ozv  the  ga* reus  Humour  of  her  Grace , 

Maintain'd  a  Player  with  a  Par  cake- Face ? 

ids  if  tie  had  a  firotig  Defire  to  kifs 

The  Monkey?  till  her  N&fc  was  fat  as  his . 

Who  then  can  Crumpton, /T  his  Fancy ?  blame? 

Since  Birth  and  Honour  once  furfiid  the  fame  ? 

O  weep  !  and  flux  out  your  lamenting  Eyes, 
fill  flowing  Grief  each  hidden  Ulcer  dries  ? 

And  your  contagious  ci  ears  corrode  your  Cheeks  ? 

As  Me r dry  does  their  Mouths  who  fpit  three  VI  eeks  t 
For  jure  no  Nojclefs  Chib  could  ever  find? 

One  jingle  Node  fo  bountiful  and  kind . 

But  now,  alas  !  he's  Junk  into  the  Deep? 
li  here  ; neither  Kings ?  or  Slaves?  a  Noj'e  can  keep ? 

But  where  proud  Beauties?  fruiting  Beaus  and  atl ? 

Mu  ft  foon  into  the  Nofelefs  Fajhion  jail. 

F hither  your  Friend \  in  Complaifance?  is  gone , 

Fo  have  his  Nofe ?  like  yours?  reduc'd  to  none  ? 

For  Worms  to  Beauty?  do  as  fatal  prove 
Below?  as  Pox  and  IJhyflc  do  above . 
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all  the  fantaftical  Clubs  that  ever  took  Pains  to 
make  themfelves  ftink  in  the  Noftrils  of  the 
Public,  lure  no  ridiculous  Community  ever  came  up  to 
this  windy  Society,  which  was  certainly  eflablifh’d  by  a 
Parcel  of  empty  Sparks,  about  Thirty  Years  fince,  at  a 
Public  Koufe  in  Gripplsgate •  Pariih,  where  they  life d  to 
•meet  once  a  Week  to  poifon  the  neighbouring  Air  with 
their  umavory  Crepitations,  -and  were  fo  vain  in  their 


might  be  the  better  qualify’d  to  found  forth  its  Emula- 
Dorn  The  Stewards,  who  were  choien  once  a  Quarter, 
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being  the  Auricular  Judges  of  all  Fundamental  Difpntes 
thatfhouldarife  between  theButtocks  of  the  odoriferous 
Affembly.  The  Liquors  that  they  drank,  in  order  to 
tune  their  Arfes,  were  new  Ale  and  juniper  Water,  till 
every  one  was  fwell’d  like  a  blown  Bag  Pipe,  and  then 
they  began  to  Thunder  out  whole  V ollies,  like  a  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Trainbands  in  a  vigorous  Attack  upon  Bunhiil- 
Fields  Dunghill,  till  the  Room  they  fat  in  flunk  ten 
Tunes  flronger  than  a  Tom-Turd’s  Lay-flail  :  Yet,  in 
their  windy  Eruptions,  they  had  fo  nice  a  Regard  to 
Lapet-Cleanlinefs,  that  an  old  A  1ms- Woman  had  a’ 
better  Penfion  from  the  Club,  than  fhe  had  from  the 
Parifh,  to  give  her  conilant  Attendance  in  the  next 
Room,  and  if  any  Member  was  fufpedled  of  a  Brewers 
Mifcarriage,  he  was  prefently  fent  in  to  be  examined  by 
the  Matron,  who,  after  fearching  his  Breeches,  and 
narrowly  infpe&ing  the  hind  Lappet  of  his  Shirt,  thro* 
her  crack’d  Spe&acles,  made  her  Report  accordingly  ; 
if  unfoil’d,  then  a  Spank  on  the  Bum  was  given  to*  the 
Looby,  as  a  Token  of  his  Cleanlinefs ;  but  if  the  naky 
Bird  had  befoul’d  his  Nell,  then,  Bcj7.it  upon  Honour , 
was  her  return  to  the  Board,  and  the  laxative  Offender 
was  amerc’d  for  his  Default.  When  ever  any  Health 
was  begun  in  the  Society,  it  was  always  honour’d  with 
the  windy  Compliment  of  a  Gun  from  the  Stern,  and 
drank  with  as  much  Formality,  as  Commmanders  pufh 
about  the  Royal  Health,  on  board  their  wooden  Cita¬ 
dels,  every  Member’s  Affection  to  the  Perfon  nanf  d, 
feeing  met, fared  by  the  Strength  and  Loudnefs  of  the 
kinking  Report  with  which  he  crown’d  his  Bumper, 
Thus  whoever  wanted  a  Fart  for  a  Great  Man’s  Health, 
was  enjoyn’dthe  Pennance  of  a  Brimmer  extraordinary; 
alfo  look’d  upon  by  the  whole  Company  as  an  unman¬ 
nerly  Fellow.  They  were  all  profitable  Cukomers  to 
the  Grey-Pea-Woman,  who  ufed  to  double  her  Quan¬ 
tity  upon  the  Club  Night,  for  the  Benefit  of  theSociety, 
arid  attend  them  as  conflantly  as  the  Dame  with  her 
Firmity  does  the  Hofpital  Gate  every  Smithfipld  Market, 
^•ach  charging  his  Guts  with  the  Fartative  Pills,  by 
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{hoveling  down  wIioleHandfuls,  that  what  went  in  like 
Bullets,  might  come  out  like  Gunpowder,  iho  tneip 
Weekly  Meeting  was  held  in  Honour  to  the  Rump,  yet 
every  Club  Night  they  drank  the  King’s  Health,  and 
then  there  was  fuch  Trumping  about  to  iignalize  their 
Loyalty,  that  the  Victualler  was  forced  to  burn  Rofe- 
mary  in  his  Kitchen,  for  fear  the  Expand  on  of  the 
naufeous  Fumes  Ihould  poilon  his  other  Cuftomers :  So 
that  though  the  Society  was  begun  and  carried  on  for* 
feme  Time  with  abundance  of  Secrecy,  yet  they  were 
icon  fmelt  out,  infomuch  that  the  Sound  of  their  Bum- 
fiddles  reach’d  the  Ears  of  the  Neighbourhood,  where, 
in  an  Alley  adjacent,  there  happened  to  dwell  an  arqlt 
Fellow,  who  by  long  Study  and  Experience,  had  ac¬ 
quir’d  an  admirable  Perfection  in  the  new  Art  of  Fart¬ 
ing,  by  clapping  his  right  Eland  under  his  left  Arm- pit, 
where  he  would  gather  Wind,  and  difeharge  it  fo  fur- 
prizingly,  that  he  would  give  you  a  Lady’s  Fart,  a 
Brewer’s  Fart,  a  Bumkin’s  Fart,  an  old  Woman’s  Slur, 
or  a  Maiden  Fizzle,  Cfr.  fo  very  tunably  and  natural, 
that  they  ihould  entertain  the  Ears  without  offending 
the  Noitrils,  and  provokeLaughter  by  the  Sound,  with¬ 
out  the  PuniHimentof  a  Stink :  And  this  windy  Ope¬ 
rator  having-  heard  of  the  Fame  of  this  expert  Concert 
of  Wind  Mime,  made  Jntereil  to  be  admitted  into,  the 
Trumpeting  Society,  that  he  might  manifeit  his  Ex¬ 
cellence  among  the  cracking  Performers,  Fill  concealing 
to  -himfelf  the  Myftery  he  was  Maker  of,  that  what  he 
did  by  Art,  might  pafs  for  the  Works  of  Nature  ;  and 
though  it  was  his  daily  PraClice  to  offer  his  Farts  at 
Taverns,  as  Fiddlers-  at  a  Fair  do  their  Scrapes  and 
Sonnets,  yet  he  did  not  care  they  ihould  know  his  Call¬ 
ing,  for  fear  they  ihould  except  againfl  fo  mercenary  a* 
Factor  as  ihould  make  Farts  a  Commodity.  No  fooner 
had  they  received  him  into  their  foiling  Affembly, 
and,  according  to  Cuilom,  welcom’d  their  new  Brother 
with  a  thundering  Peal  of  Buttock  Ordinance,  but,  in. 
Refpect  to  the  Company,  he  faces  them  with  his  Arfe, 
and  returns  their  Compliment  with  fuch  a  fucceiTion  of 
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Trumps,  that  he  gave  them  more  Diversity  of  Sottrids . 
in  one  cleanly  Volley,  than  their  whole  Concert  of  Fun¬ 
daments  were  able  to  imitate  ;  upon  which  he  was  as 
kindly  embrac’d,  with  all  the  Marks  of  Favour,  as  if 
they  took  him  to  be  a  God  of  the  Winds,  and  his  Arfe 
to  be  a  Miracle,  allowing  him  at  once  to  be  an  abfolute 
Matter  of  the  Science  of  Ventofity,  and  refpefted  him  as 
much  as  a  School  of  young  Fencers  do  the  Gladiator 
that  teaches  them  :  Every  crepitant  Member  ftraininp- 
his  Backfide  to  come  up  to  the  Excellency  of  their  wor¬ 
thy  Example,  till  the  old  Woman  was  forc’d  to  run 
home  for  freih  Difhclouts,  to  wipe  away  the  Dregs  of 
their  over -fruitful  Endeavours,  till  at  laft  feme  of  the 
Members,  through  their  penetrating  judgment,  clifco- 
vering  the  Fallacy,  and  finding  the  croaking  Harmony 
they  fo  much  admir’d  to  be  perform’d  by  Art  infiead 
of  Nature,  in  a  mighty  Pafilon,  they  fiunk  him  out  of 
the  Society,  for  an  Emperic  and  a  Counterfeit,  though, 
upon  humble  Submifiion,  they  afterwards  admitted  him 
into  a  fer vile  Poll,  and  allow’d  him  Sixpence  a  Night 
to  be  Mufician  in  Ordinary  to  their  Farting  Club. 

Since  he  who  by  deceitful  Arts , 

U  'ith  Arms  infiead  of  Arfe  lets  Farts , 

Shall  be  dfipiddy  becauje  his  Fun, 

Can  t  fairly  call  the  Sound  its  osuen. 
j Then  Kvhat  ?Hufi  he  defer  a)  es  <wbo  fieals 
His  Wit ,  and  treads  on  others  Heels  ? 

JVhofe  bufy  Fongue  makes  public  Uje 
Ofnfhat  his  Brains  could  ne’er  produce.  ■ 

•.  ,<  •  i  \  k-  r  .  •  •  i.v-*--  -4>  '  -4*' 
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Thus  the  flinking  Society  continued  their  Farting 
Concert  for  fome  Years  with  abundance  of  Decorum, 
till  they  had  brought  their  Arfes,  by  the  Help  of  their 
Mufician,  into  fuch  excellent  Tune,  that  they  could 
ccm*$and  their  Fundaments  with  as  much  Dexterity,  as 
the  bed  of  the  City  Waits  can  a  double  Curtill ;  in- 
fpmuch,  that  when  any  of  the  Members  were  fo  mer¬ 
rily  dftpofed?  as  to  entertain  the  reft  with  a  SongJ^F 
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Madrigal,  the  whole  Choir  of  Bumfiddles  ftruck  into  the 
Chorus)  in  fuch  admirable  Order,  that  a  Stranger  might 
have  thought  the  whole  Society  had  fed  upoii  Seat^ 
Bagpipes,  and  that  the  Drones  had  ilruck  in  their  Aries* 
not  that  I  can  fay  they  made  a  fweet  Harmony,  hecauf© 
the  Breath  of  their  Iniiruments  came  from  inch  rotten 
Lungs, that  every  now  and  then  would  follow  theSound, 
In  fpite  of  all  Retention,  In  thefe  fort  of  Windy  Re¬ 
creations,  they  ufed  to  pafs  away  their  Club  Evenings, 
till  at  length  they  grew  fo  famous  through  the  whole 
Parifh,  that  their  Neighbours  and  FaiTengers  ufed  to 
Hop  under  the  Window,  and  lend  an  Ear  to  their  Arfes, 
as  if  their  Farts  had  been  asmufical  asaNoife  of  Trum¬ 
pets  ;  and  the  very  Boys  and  Girls  in  Imitation  of  their 
Harmony,  went  trumping  with  their  Mouths  along  tlie 
Streets  to  School,  till  their  Mailers  were  forced  to;  whip 
them  till  they  flunk,  to  make  them  leave  off  Fatting., 
No  fo  oner  were  they  thus  arrived  to  the  Zenith  of  their 
Glory,  infomuch  that  their  Repute  began  to  reach  the 
Lars,  if  not  the  NoHrils,  of  the  Public,  but  fome  of  the 
leading  Members  of  the  Track-Fart  Community,  bv 
extravagantly  eating  of  Cabbage-Porridge,  to  put  their 
Iniiruments  in  Tune,  hung  them  reives/"  feme  into  the 
Cholic,  and  others  into  a  D iarrhaia,  thatTeveral  of  the 
beft  performers  went  Farting  out  of  the  World,  and 
left  nothing  to  Pollerity,  but  an  odious  Stink  behind 
them,  it  being  poftivcly  aliened,  by  the  Phyficians  that 
attended  them,  that  the  windy  Diets  they  had  eaten  to 
Fx(  efs,  had  begot  a  Hurricane  in  their  Gut?,  which  had 
blown  the  whole  Frame  of  Nature  off  the  Hinges,  and 
ior  want  of  a  free  Diicharge  through  the  Intejlbmm 
"Re'fiwh,  had  extended  the  Lnfies  into°perfe£l  Organ - 


mated  the  Dlafiole-  Motion  upon  the  Arteries,  and  confe- 
puently  Popped  the  Puliation  of  the  Heart,  to  theDeatli 
of  me  Patients  ,  and  though  the  Wind  found  MentjuH 
■uprm  tneirExpiration,  yet  'Nature  was  then too  fsrfpenc 
to  be  relieved  thereby.  This  Opinion  of  the  Toufeit 
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of  Phyficians,  taking  Wind  among  the  furviving  So¬ 
ciety,  who  a t tended  feveral  of  their  Brethren  to  the 
Grave,  to  honour  their  defund  Members  with  a  Vol¬ 
ley  of  Farts,  as"  the  military  Heroes  difdiarge  a  Round 
of  Mufquets,  at  the  noble  Interment  of  a  Brother 'SoR 
dier,  and  finding  fome  Reafons  to  fufped  that  the  fi  me 
Food  would  bring  them  to  the  fame  End,  they  had  the 
Wit  to  diiToJve  their  Club,  change  their  Cabbage  Diet 
into  fubfiantial  Beei,  and  fo  tie  up  their  Fundaments  by 
Degrees,  from  their  accuflomary  Crepitation. 

We  read  that  Tubal  Cain  firfi  found 
In  Cockle-Shells ,  faucet  Muficks  Sound; 

And  that  the  rural  Nymphs  and  Swains, 

Nun  d  Reeds  and  Oat  Straws  on  their  Plains  : 

But  fure  no  mortal  Flejh  aud  Blood, 

E*er  heard  before,  fince  Noah’s  Floods 
Of  Mujick  fizzl’d  from  a  Gut y 
Extended  to  the  windy  Scut. 

Well  may  fo  many  Birds  excreet 
Tbe  Dregs  andFefis  of  their  Wit , 

In  beafiy  Songs,  and  bawdy  V erfes. 

Since  Men  play  Tunes  up&n  their  Arfes * 

Bn  let  fuel?  Heads  and  Tails  unite. 

That  one  mayfing  what  trdoihe  -s  Write  \ 

For  fwelling  Rhimes  are  often  found. 

Like  naufeous  Farts ,  sneer  empty  Sound. 


Of  the  Man-Killing 


N  the  happy  Reign  of  King  Cbarles  IL  when  Peace 
and  Plenty  had  made  the  Nation  rich,  and  the  People 
wanton,  an  agreeable  Knot  of  Town  Bullies,  broken 
Lifeguard-Men,  and  old  fcarify’d  Prize-Fighters,  ufed 
to  hold  a  Meeting  at  a  blind  Alehoufe  on  the  Backfide 
of  St»  Clement's,  where  they  honour’d  the  AiTembiy 


Of  tbs  Man-killing  Club.  37 

with  the  heroic  Title  of.  The  Man  Killing  Club ;  who-, 
■  over  burnt  Brandy  and  Yorkshire  Stingo,  ufed  to  boa  it 
«  their  Duels,  Rencounters,  broken  Noddles,  ScufRes, 
Bumb-Bailiff  Skirmifhes,  and  midnight  Adventures,  as 
if  they  thought  it  as  much  Bravery  to  hazard  a  cracks 
Crown  with  a  Cannibal  of  the  Law,  as,  it  was  to  Tally 
out  of  Tangier  for  Three-Penee  a  Day,  to  kill  Moors  for 
their  ArfeTClouts.  Out  of  this  blultering  Society,  any 
angry  Gentleman,  for  a  fmall  Gratuity,  might  have 
been  furniihed  with  a  bloody  Hand,  and  a  flrong  Pair 
of  Whiikers,  who  at  a  Minutes  Warning,  would  have 
boldly  undertaken  any  Sort  of  Villany,  though  to  the 
Hazard  of  a  Halter,  for  nothing^  came  amifs  to' the 
rudainly  Bravadoes,  that  the  Devil  could  fugged:,  or  his 
Agents  perpetrate  ,  yet  if  any.  body  quedioned  their 
Religion,  or  their  Loyalty,  they  were  more  in  danger 
of  loodng  their  Nofes,  than  by  an  inveterate  Pox>  and 
a  fubfequent  Salivation. 

Bullies  like  Whores y  tho 9  ne'er  fo  'wicked  grown. 

Are  always  loyal  to  the  Church  and  Crown  : 

The  Re af on's  plain ,  becaufe  alike  they  dread 
Hanging  whilft  living.  Damping  when  they're  dead. 
‘Therefore  in  thofe  two  Pow'rs  they  put  their  Troth, 

To  he  more  fafe,  in  Time  of  Heed,  'twixt  Loth. 

So  Bawds  fpeak  well  of  He  awn,  thro'  Fear  of  Hell, 
And  cover  impious  Lives  with  Virtue's  Veil. 

The  Reafons  why  they  adumed  fuch  a  Scare-crow 
Name,  as  before-mentioned,  where,  Firfi ,  Becaufe  they 
admitted  of  none  but  fuch  thorow-pac’d  Defparadoes^ 
who  had  each  kilPd  his  Man.  And,  Secondly ,  That 
their  Club  might  be  terrible  to  the  Sheriffs  Mermidons, 
and  frighten  them  from  attempting  to  put  their  Parch¬ 
ment  Dabs  upon  the  Shoulders  of  the  Society ;  for 
whatever  they  forc’d-,  was  always  chalk’d  up  in  a  Dooms¬ 
day  Character,  and  all  they  could  borrow,  as  good  as  a 
clear  Purchafe.  Though  every  Man  among  them  fet  up 
for  a  Gentleman,  and  would  talk  as  much  of  Honour  as 
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an  old  Whore  does  of  Confeience,  or  a  Court  Pimp  of 
Fidelity;  yet  not  a  Man  had  more -Honefty  in  his 
Bread,  than  a  Plot-Evidence,  or  more  Honefty  in  Hi 


Nature,  than  the  Czar  cf  Mkftow.  However  they  were 
fuch  agreeable  Company  for  one  another,  that  their 
rugged  Features,  full  of  Scars  and  Scratches,  made 
them  look  like  the  rough-hewn  Heads  of  half-ftnilVd 
Statues,  when  the  Strokes  of  the  duffel  are  left  viftble 


in  their  Faces ;  or  rather,  like  fo  many  nifty  Bombar- 
deers,  taken  out  of  cur  Bomb-catches,  to  project  Fire¬ 
works  for  our  next  Peace,  that  an  indifferent  Phyiicg- 
nomift  might  as  eafily  have  read  their  Deftinies  in  their 
Looks,  as  a  Child  can  fee  great  O  in  the  Middle  of  his 
Horn-book.  Blood,  Woonds,  and  Slaughter,  were  the 
common  Topics  of  their  bluftering  Difcourfes  :  Dravr- 
ihg,  their  familiar  Exercife,  when  hot-headed  ;  but  as 
for  Hanging,  ’twas  as  erkfome  a  Subject,  as  the  Talk 
of  the  Small-Pox  is  to  fuch  Perfons  who  have  generally 
the  Misfortune  to  die  of  the  fame  Diftemper,  as  if 
good  Providence,  by  fome  fecret  impulfe,  gave  N&r 
tare  -  a  forefight  of  her  own  Fatality* 


Che  Mariner  is  aw’d  the  me  ft 
,  By  Sands,  in  wldch  at  lift  he’s  loft. 
Shovel,  that  triumph’d  o’ er  the  Main, 
Dreaded,  the  Rock  that  frond  d  his  Bane, 
Who,  therefore ,  of  the  wifer  Few, 

In  Argument ,  can  plainly  Jhew, 

Whether'  we’ me  Power  or  not  t o  ft: tin 
Cbcfe  Shelves,  we  fear  to  fplit  upon. 


A  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  whole  chief  Dependar.ee 
was  on  the  Courtefy  of  Harlots,  and  the  Folly  and  Ex¬ 
travagancy  of  fuch  Bubbles  which  the  blind  Gypiie 
fliould  happen  to  Hing  in  his  Way,  having  heard  of  the 
Fame  of  his  Cut-throat  Society,  and  lookingupon  hint- 
felf  to  be  every  Way  qualify’d  for  fuch  modeft  Convex- 
fation,  he  cocks  up  his  Caftor  one  Evening,  claps  his 
left  Hand  upon  ihePummil  of  his  Sword,  and  putting 

on 
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on  thatlmpodenee  that  was  neceffary  to  recommend  him 
adds' the  Title  of  Captain  to  his  own  Name,  and  pays  a 
Vifit  to  the  Club,  humbly  deiming  the  Favour  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  Member.  In  Anfwer  to  his  Requed,  one 
of  the  Bear-Garden  Elders  of  the  heflorian  Adembly, 
told  him,  So  worthy  a  Gentleman  Jr.  Quid  he  very  welcome , 
provided  he  was  qualify' d  according  to  the  Laws  of  .their 
Society.  So  defining  him  to  fit  down,  they  proceeded 
to  examine  him,  and  afked  him,  Whether  he  had  killed 
his  Man ?  without  which  In  fiance  of  his  Bravery,  they 
could  not  poffibly  admit  him.  The  new  Candidate  being 
a  Gentleman  of  more  Honour  than  to  impofe  a  Falfity 
upon  the  Company  at  find  Sight,  told  them  the  Truth 
ef  the  Matter,  mod  modedly  replying,  That  he  could 
not  alledge  he  had  killed  a  whole  Man ,  hut  that  an  honefh 
brave  Fellow ,  and  himfelf  together ,  had  killed  a.  Man  be¬ 
tween  them.  To  which  his  Examiner  reply’d.  That  he 
then  had  but  Title  to  one  half  of  the  Honour ,  and  therefore 

could  720 1  be  enter’d  without  Breach  of  Orders.  Z— _ 

fays  a  generous  Bully,  on  the  other  Side  the  Table,  itf 
Pity  (o  worthy  a  Gentleman  ft  oidd  be  put  out  of  Canute- 
nance  ,  Ye  all  know  J  have  killed  my  Man  fairly ,  fugle 
Hand ,  and  Captain  Pinkum  and  1  killed  another  between 
us  ;  and  rather  than  the  Gentleman  ft  all  be  baulk’d ,  Til 
lend  him  half  a  Mem,  and  then  he  may  pa fs  Mufter  with¬ 
out  any  Exception.  Which  kind  Oder  was  thankfully 
accepted,  alfo  allowed  on  by  the  Company,  and  fo  the 
Gentleman  paying  has  Initiation  Fee,  in  a  Porringer  of 
burnt  Brandy,  was  accordingly  admitted,  upon  a  Pro- 
mile,  that  he  would  fatisfy  the  Debts  he  had  contracted 
in  the  Club,  as  foon  as  ever  he  was  able.  Under  this 
drift  Difcipline  the  Petticoat  Champions  continued 
their  Society  for  feverai  Years,  till  the  Bailiffs  catching 
fome,  and  the  Gallows  the  red  ;  fo  that  for  wanting  a 
frefh  Supply  to  keep  up  the  Reputation  of  fo  fingular 
a  Society,  the  Club  dwindled,  fird  into  Scandal,  and 
next  to  Nothing. 
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■  ulS!o  ancient  Sodom  or  Gomorrah, 

From  whence  the  Pr lefts  fuch  Stories  borrow* 

Or  Rome,  with  all  her  <- valiant  Sons , 

■Who  dealt  Jo  ?nuch  in  Blood  and  Wounds 
"  And  did  fo  ?nany  Quarrels  make. 

As  if  they  Fought  for  Fightings  Sake, 

Could  ever  boaji  a  Club  of  Ruffians , 

Like  our  Man-Killing  Raggamufftns  : 

.Such  Bluff  ring.  Swearing ,  Daring  Knaves* 

They  flew  their  Men  by  Wholes  and  Haves , 

Propofmg  little  other  Gains , 

Than  Goal  and  Halter  for  their  Pams , 

She  true  Defer t  of  all  fuch  Fel loves, 

_  Who  hazard  Life ,  to  win  a  Gallows , 

When  diftant  Armies  want  their  Aid, 

Where  they  may  barter  Blood  for  Bread i 
And  rife ,  by  Dint  of  Hurly-Burly , 

To  be  as  great  as  Captain  Surly. 

But  ytis  true ,  that  Bully  Varlets , 

Wha fight  at  home ,  for  Bawds  and  Harlots 9 
Prove  Cowards ,  fearful  to  be  kill'd. 

Where  bleeding  7  roofs  manure  the  Field . 

So  ccw'rdly  Dunghill-Cocks  defy 
Their  Rivals ,  when  their  Hens  are  nigh 
But  for  more  nobler  Wars  unfit  ; 
l  hey  fy  the  Battles  of  the  Pit . 

####♦##*####**##*#  # 
The  SURLY  Club . 

?  JT  ^HIS  wrangling  Society  was  cliietty  compofed  of 
Matter  Carmen,  Lightermen,  old  Billingfgate 
Porters,  and  rutty  tun-beliy’a  Badge  Watermen,  and 
kept  at  a  mungril  Tavern  near  Billingfgate- Dock,  where 
City  Dames  ufed  to  treat  their  Journeymen  with  Snea¬ 
kers  of  Punch  and  new  Oy  iters,  The  principal  Ends 
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that  the  Members  propofed,  in  this  convening  them- 
feives  together  once  a  Week,  were  to  exercife  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Con  tradition  ;  and  to  teach  and  perfect  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  Art  and  Myliery  of  foul  Language,  that  they 
might  not  want  Impudence  to  abufePahengers  upon  the 
Thames,  Gentlemen  in  the  Street,  lafh  their  I  lories  for 
their  own  Faults,  and  curfe  one  another  heartily  when 
they  happen  to  meet,  and  joftlp  at  theCorner  of  a  Street, 
He  that  could  put  on  a  Countenance  like  a  Boatfwam  in 
hard  Weather,  and  growl  and  fnarl  like  a  curit  Mail  iff 
over  a  Bullock’s  Liver,  was  a  Member  fit  for  the 
Thwarting  Society  ;  and  the  more  dire 61  Anfwers,  or 
furly  impertinent  Returns  he  could  make  to  any  Que- 
flion,  the  more  he  was  refpe6led  for  his  contradi6lory 
Humour,  and  crcfs-grain’d  Abilities :  For  if  any  grum¬ 
bling  AfTociate  was  fo  far  corrupted  with  good  Manners, 
as  to  make  a  civil  Reply  to  any  thing  that  was  afked 
him,  he  was  looked  uoonto  be  an  effeminateCoxcomb, 
who  had  fuck’d  in  too  much  of  his  Mother’s  Milk ;  and 
for  his  Affectation  of  Gentility,  was  turned  out  of  the 
Company,  for  bv  the  Orders  of  the  Society,  their 
whole  Evenings  Convention  was  to  confifl  of  nothing 
but  furly  Interruptions,  and  crofs  Purpofes.  And  when 
any  new  Candidate  made  a  Tender  of  his  Service  to. 
the  Noify  Board,  if  the  Refponfes  that  he  gave  upon 
his  knotty  Examination,  were  not  as  oppofite  to  their 
Queries,  as  the  petulent  Anfwers  of  a  provoked  Wife, 
to  the  whimilcal  Interrogatories  of  a  drunken  Hufband,  .. 
lie  was  rejected,  as  unworthy  of  any  Poft  in  the  contu¬ 
macious  AfTembl  vr. 

•  J  ,  :  g.  v 

Their  Way  of  drawing  new  Crabs  into  their  Ver¬ 
juice  Club,  was,  the  Members  giving  out  among  their 
guzzling  Acquaintance,  that  the  Society,  at  preient, 
wanted  a  Stoker,  to  attend  their  Fire  ;  a  Skinker,  to 
light  Paper  to  ignifytheir  Pipes ;  a  Chalk- Accountant, 
to  keep  a  T rencher-Regifler  of  the  Club  Reckoning, 
to  prevent  their  Landlord’s  double  fcoring  at  the  Bar,  or 


die  like  :  Every  Office  afeertain’d  to  be  worth  Twenty 
Pounds  per  Annum ,  the  leak  Penny ;  and  that  any  Man 


might 
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might  be  admitted  that  could  but  humour  the  Society 
in  a  furly  Deportment,  for  that  they  were  a  true  Pro- 
tedant  Club,  and  hated  all  manner  of  Ceremonies  as 
Popifh  Superdition.  By  this  Means  they  ufed  to  detoy 
the  ruggedll  Fellows  they  could  meet  with,  to  offer 
their  Service  to  the  Board,  fo  they  have  had  feveral 
Candidates  of  a  Night,  to  make  Intered  for  the  fame 
Vi  icancy,  who  were  called  in,  one  by  one,  and  thus 
examined  by  the  Elders  of  the  Community,  viz.  Do 
you  think  ymmjelf  qualified  to  fierve  this  Society?  in  the 
Pfi  of  a  Stoker?  If  the  loobily  Candidate  happened  to 
anhver,  Yes?  Gentlemen.  Get  you  gone ,  far  a  jaucy  ig¬ 
norant  Blockhead.  What  Foci  could  recommend  fuel?  a? 
illiterate  Coxcomb  to  this  Honourable  Board  ?  No?  no?  you 
may  turn  your  Arfe  upon  us?  vse  ad?nit  of  no  Lady's  Lap- 
Dogs  into  our  Service .  Thus  they  pi  efently  difpatched 
all  fuch  who  were  any  ways  infected  with  good  Man¬ 
ners,  and  turned  them  adrift,  as  Whores  do  their  Maids, 
for  having  too  much  Modedy.  But  if  a  rcugh-hewn 
Coal-Heaver,  or  any  fuch  like  contentious  C.odpate, 
who  had  been  better  indrudted  how  to  belia\  e  himF  If, 
came  to  offer  his  Service,  and  when  they  asked  him, 
whether  he  was  qualified  for  the  Place,  if  he  had  the 
Breeding  to  anfwer,  What  a  Pox  was  that  to  them  \ 
and  that  he  would  have  the  Office  in  fpite  of  their 
Teeth,  then  he  was  prefently  approv’d  of,  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  Applaufe,  and  admitted  to  his  Poll,  Nemine 
Contradicente:  And  when  thus  let  into  the  Secret,  for 
'the  Credit  of  the  Society,  would  brag  of  the  Profits  of 
his  new  Employment,  though  not  worth  Twopence,  to 
carry  on  the  Jed,  and  to  draw  other  furly  Fools  into  the 
'  like  Diappointment.  By  thefe  Sort  of  Stratagems  they 
ufed  to  hedge  in  their  Cuckows,  till  at  lad  they  grew 
fo  numerous,  and  raided  fuch  a  publiek  Stock,  by  their 
•Forfeitures  and  Amercements,  that  they  allow’d  Pen¬ 
dens  to  all  fuch  Termagant  Widows  of  their  cfefuiift 
Members,  as  were  able,  upon  Qccadon,  to  feoid  three 
Hours  by  the  Clock,  without  any  Iiditation. 
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Since  fuch  nvild  brntijh  Herds  roue  fee, 

'  ll  ill  have  their  Adis  cf  Charity  ; 

And,  even  Rogues ,  that  dread  the  Gallows, 

Have  Pity  on  their  flawing  Fellows , 

*1  is  f range  that  thofe,  fo  far  exceeding 
In  Riches,  Grace ,  and  better  Breedings 
Should  he  Jo  flack ,  amidfl  their  Store , 

In  Deeds  of  Mercy  to  the  Poor. 

'  By  tills  Guzzle  Booby  Society,  the  B  urn  ping- Po  ft  at 
Billingfgate  was  frit  erected,  to  harden  the  Buttocks  of 
their  Members  once  a  Year,  that  they  ihoulcl  never 
bridle  their  abafive  Tongues,  through  a  cowardly  Fear 
of  having  their  Backfides  kick'd  for  their  Ill-manners; 
but  the  laudable  Cuftom,  of  late  Years,  is  fo  far  dege¬ 
nerated ’from  its  original  Purpofe,  that  now  the  Block 
is  only  made  a  wooden  Bug-bear  in  the  Whitfun  Holi¬ 
days,  to  terrify  Pafiengers  out  of  Full  Pots  of  Ale,  and 
Quarterns  of  Brandy,  that  the  clod-fkulPd  Fraternity 
of  Oyfler-Porters,  who  claim  the  Benefit  of  this  tre¬ 
mendous  Stump,  may  get  drunk  therewdth^  and  in 
their  quarrelfome  Humours,  knock  one  andthers 
Block-heads  againft  the  bump-tail  Poll,  to  try  which  is 
hafdeit. 

During  the  fkmrifhing  Profperity  of  this  cavelling 
Society,  the  Language  of  Billingfgate  was  very  much 
improv'd :  Nor  had  it  ever  been  famous  for  fo  peculiar 
a  Dialed,  had  not  many  fpit-fire  Aggravations,  bawdy 
Adages,  provoking  Phrafes,  quaint  Oaths,  and  thun¬ 
dering  Mouth  Granadoes,  been  owing  to  the  Invention 
of  thefe  expert  Mailers  of  all  Manner  of  ill  Language, 
who,  like  Pafiengers  upon  the  Water,  very  feldom  met, 
but  they  made  it  their  Diverfion  to  ahafe  each  other, 

with  Venom  upon 
ic  Law,  whoffe  prin¬ 
cipal  Qualification  is  to  bait  and  blacken  an  obnoxious 
'Delinquent  the  Bar  of  jufrice,  .  Y 


Therefore 
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- Therefore ,  Rnce  Orators ,  *zv«>0  tv  ear 
Their  pr  oud  Di flint  Hons  at  the  Bar , 
TV ill  condefcend  to  foul  their  Mouths , 
With  vile  Reproaches  ami  Untruths , 

To  blacken  and  to  leffen  Inch , 


Who' me  fetid,  perhaps  ,  a  Word  too  much , 
Then  well  may  juch  unthinking  Vermin , 
As  Porters,  Watermen,  and  Carmen , 
Afperje  each  other  with  their  Tongues , 

T<?  exercife  their  hafer  Lungs . 
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T  |  AHIS  unbelieving  Society  of  irreligious  Prcfli- 
JL  gates,  met  for  feveral  Years  at  an  eminent  Ta¬ 
vern  in  Wef  min(ler,  where,  over  the  Bottle,  they  ufed 
to  affert  the  Devil’s  Caiife,  againft  the  PriefPs  Preroga¬ 
tive;  and  argue  the  wide  World  into  fo  precarious  a 
State,  as  if  the  whole  Frame  of  Nature  was  but  one 
Cake  of  Atoms,  moulded,  by  meer  Accident,  into  the 
Form  it  bears,  afterwards  hard  bak’d  in  the  ipacious 
Oven  of  Immenfity ;  and  that  the  Heavens  were  no 
more  than  the  upper  Cruft,  and  Hell  the  Bottom  of  the  > 
Loaf,  fuch  Sort  of  ridiculous,  as  well  as  impious  Syltems, 
they  ufed  frequently  to  advance,  out  of  their  heathenifh 
Maggots ;  and  rather  than  give  Credit  to  Mcfs’s  Book 
of  Gene  [is ,  they  would  fancy,  that  the  firft  Race  of 
Mankind  grew  upon  Trees,  like  Solon  Geefe,  orharted 
up  like  Mufhreoms,  thoughtlefs  and  forlorn,  till,  by 
length  of  Time,  they  were  improved  from  Tomthumbs 
into  Men  of  Stature,  and  fo  from  ignorant  Pigmies  be¬ 
came  rational  Creatures. 

The  audacious  Members  of  this  unchriilian  Society, 
were  chiefly  whimiical  Physicians,  half-Iearn’d  Gentle-: 
men,  crack- brain’d  Philofophers,  and  conceited  Liber¬ 
tines, 
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tines,  who  having  overcharged  their  Brains,  by  reading’ 
ill  Auhors,  with  more  than  their  judgments  were  able 
to  diged,  unhappily  retained  the  mod  pernicious  Part, 
which  they  carefully  improv’d  to  render  themfeives  lin¬ 
gular  by  their  heterodox  Notions.  Government  was, 
fo  tofs’d  and  toloniz’d  among  them,  as  if  the  venera-" 
ble  Oeconomy  was  only  fit  to  be  made  the  Rabbles 
Football,  and  theHierarchy  worry : ?d  with  fuch  unman¬ 
nerly  Contempt,  between  Jell  and  Earned,  as  if  they 
midook  the  Church  to  be  a  Monder,  and  therefore  re- 
folved  themfeives  into  fnarling  Whelps  to  have  the 
Sport  of  baiting  her.  Religion  they  made  their  Bufi- 
nefs  to  banter  into  -Prieilcraft,  as  if  every  Man’s  Bread 
ought  to  be  his  holy  Tabernacle,  himfelf  the  Teacher, 
and  his  own  partial  Sentiments  the  only  Gofpel  by 
which  he  was.  to  preach.  If  the  Name  of  Pried  was  but 
darted  among  them,  to  be  hire  they  joined  full  Cry  after 
the  (acred  Function,  till  they  had  forced  the  holy  Robe 
to  run  the  Gantlope  through  the  Company,  believing 
themfeives  to  be  infallibly  in  the  Right,  becaufe  their 
Club,  more  impious  than  So  Jam,  was  too  wicked  to 
have  one  Righteous  Member  in  their  whole  Society  to 
let  them  know  the  contrary. 

.  ..  So  have  I  heard  a  Knot  of  Tf loves. 

Oka  brimming  Flagons  in  an  Alehoufe 
Accufe  t  he  Cor: dud  of  the  State, 

And  rail  at  Men  they're  taught  io.hate  ; 

But  veheniheir  Talk  has  gdv  n  Offence, 

CI 0  Sitters  by.  of  better  Serf e. 

And  once  they're  Jmartly  taken  tig, 

?  hey  eat  their  Words,  and  drink  their  Cup  ', 

Blujh  that  they  nothing  have  to  fay , 

V/hen  thus  oppos'd,  hut  Afing  pay. 

And fieak ,  like  burnt -tail' d  O'gs,  avoay 

By  thefe  dimfighted  Conjurers,  whofe  willful  Igno¬ 
rance  ..would  behold  nothing  beyond  the- Reach  and 
Me^fure  of  their  imperfect;  Senfes,  many  dangerous 
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f  were  mattered  through  the  Town,  to  the  Difencourage- 
merit  of  Piety,  the  overthrow  of  Virtue,  and  the  leffe- 
ning  of  Obedience  to  iuperior  Powers,  that  all  Men 
might  fet  up  to  be  their  own  Mailers,  and  caft  off -the 
Yoke  of  lawful  Authority,  which  they  deemed  Tyranny 
and  degenerate  into  a  State  of  heatheniili  Brutality, 
which  they  accounted  Freedom ;  that  their  Lulls  and 
Pafiions  might  have  a  Range  unbounded,  and  them- 
feives  have  the  Honour  to  be  thought  the  wife  Patriots, 
and  the  generous  Reftorers  of  the  People’s  Liberty, 
who  have  always  been  obferved  to  be  moft  wicked,  and 
confequently  moil  miferable,  when  their  Tedders  have 
been  ItretchYi  to  an  unreafonable  Length,  and  their 
Offences  countenanc’d  by  Connivance  and  Impunity. 
It  is  a  pretty  Comedy,  that  inch  a  Society,  who  have 
not  Gratitude  enough  to  own  Him  that  made  them, 
fhoukl  fet  them  feives  up  for  State  Directors,  and  pious 
Tnftmdtors  of  Morality  and  Good  Manners,  when  they 
never  met,  but  in  Contempt  of  Heaven,  they  did  their 
Grand  Mailer,  the  Devil,  more  Kindnefs  upon 
Earth  than  Twice  the  Number  of  his  Infernal  E- 
mifleries. 

Among  the  red  of  the  Infidels, '■  who  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  make  up  this  Antichriftian  Society,  there  was 
a  famous  Phyfician,  that,  in  Ipite  of  his  Art,  was  forc’d 
many  Years  fin ce,  to  try  the  Grand  Experiment,  who 
v/as  fo  thoroughly  confirm’d  in  the  Morality  of  the 
Soul,  that  he  would  frequently  fay,  that  he  had  no  more 
than  a  Goofe,  and  therefore  thought  it  not  worth  look¬ 
ing  after;  but,  fays  a  model!  Gentleman,  in  return  to 
the  Dodlor,  had  you  but  half  the  Brains  of  a  Goofe, 
you’d  be  of  another  Opinion,  However,  the  Phyfidan 
was  very  eminent  inhisProfefilon,  and  accounted  a  Man 
of  Wit,  and  being  drinking  one  Night  in  his  Atheiftical 
Society,  a  furprizing  Storm  happened  to  arife  of  a  fud- 
den,  infomuch  that  the  Flalhes  of  Lightening,  and  Vi¬ 
olence  of  the  Thunder,  ftrucka  vifible  Terror  upon  fe- 
veral  of  the  Company,  and  put  a  great  Damp  to  their 
prophane  Merriment.  The  Stoim  molding  to  an  un- 
ox,  .  ufual 
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uiaal  Extremity,  a  Gentleman  in  the  Company,  under 
a  great  Ailonilhment,  happened  to  thus  express himfelf: 
Blefs  us  l  what's  the  Meaning  it  Thunders  jo  ejceej]i<veh  ? 
m tell  you,  Sir,  crys  the  33octor,  the  Gods  Conns  are 
empty ,  and  they  are  clacking  the  Lids  for  snore  Ned  or .  At 
fuch  Sort  of  Repartees  he  had  a  ready  Wit,  especially 
when  the  fell  would  admit  of  any  Prophanenels,  which 
unhappy  Talent  had  infecled  the  whole  Society ;  that 
to  banter  Religion,  ridicule  the  Priefthood,  and  to 
make  a  Mock  of  what  was  Good  and  Holy,  were  their 
principal  Diverfions. 

A  Knot  of  merry  Gentlemen  frequenting  the  fame 
Tavern,  and  hearing  what  a  prophane  Society  ufed  to 
conilantly  meet  in  the  next  Room  to  them,  they  laid 
their  Heads  together  to  confult  of  Ways  and  Means 
how  to  try  the  -Refolutions  of  theie  daring  Sons  of 
Thunder,  by  fome  furprizing  Adventure  that  might 
piveailartlinvShock  to  their  Atheiftical  Infidelity.  The 

O  O  </ 

better  to  accomplish  their  commendable  Undertaking, 
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•they  appointed  a  Meeting  at  Pofture  Cj#0»  Tavern,  in 
order  to  engage  him  in  their  intended  Project,  who  be¬ 
ing  ftngularly  qualifykl  for  the  Defign  in  Hand,  and 
being  a  Man  forward  enough  in  fuch  Sort  of  Undue  ki¬ 
nd’ l.,  he  presently  confented  to  give  them  his  A  iliftance, 

.  When  they  were  thus  agreed,  a  Night  was  appointed  for 
the  Execution  of  their  Frolic:  Accordingly  at  the 
Time  prefix’d  they  met  Clark  at  the  Tavern,  who 
brought  under  his  Cloak  a  Bears  Skin,  which  he  had 
long  kept  by  him  for  fuch  Sort  of  Adventures.  When 
they  were  in  this  Readmefs,  having  often  heard  the 
Vintner  wiftx  the  Club  at  the  Devil*  for* bringing  aScan- 
dal  upon  his  Honfe,  they  thought  it  not  improper  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  their  jocular  Contrivance, 
who  was  well  enough  p  leafed  with  their  Whim  in  Agitati¬ 
on,  andpromifed  to  be  aiding  in  all  he  could, and  to  give 
them  Notice  when  it  was  moll  convenient  for  their  fham 
Devil  to  make  his  perianal  Appearance.  When  they 
.-had  thus  far  proceeded,  and  molt  of  the  Libertines*  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cuftoia,  were  met  together  in  their  Club- 
^  Room, 
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Room,  they  thought  it  high  Time  for  Old  A7oPs  Re- 
prefentative  to  (hi ft  off  his  Humane  Apparel,  and  to 
lace  himfelf  into  his  diabolical  Jacket ;  which  was  no 
(boner  done,  but  the  Vintner  informed  them,  that  the 
Club  were  all  very  bufv  in  ridiculing  Religion,  and  ma¬ 
king  a  Teib  of  Damnation,  faying,  himfelf  would  #ep 
in  and  fnuff  the  Candles,  that  Satan  might  the  better 
fneak  in  behind  him,  upon  All  fours,  and  unperceived, 
put  himfelf  in  a  Corner  till  he  found  a  feafonable  Op¬ 
portunity  of  .performing  what  he  intended.  According¬ 
ly  they  proceeded  with  very  good  EfFedl,  and  the  Devil 
poffefl  himfelf  of  a  convinient  Foil,  without  Difco very, 
where  he  lay  Perdue  for  feme  Time,  till  at  laid  one  of 
the  hot-headed  Members  among#  the  re#  of  their 
Athei#ical  Difcourfe,  happened  to  fay,  that  he  won- 
dereel  the  Majority  of  Mankind  could  be  fo  filly  as  to 
believe  there  were  any  fuch  Goblins  as  Gho#s,  or  Ap¬ 
paritions,  #nce  he  was  well  fatisfied,  that  the  Devil 
himfelf,  which  the  Priefts  made  fuch  a  Buftle  about,  was 
nothing  more  than  a  Poetical  Fiction  :  Upon  which 
Words,  the  foul  Fiend  in  the  Corner  made  a  damnable 
Yawn,  which  occafioned  the  whole  Society,  in  a  ter¬ 
rible  Surprize,  to  direct  their  Eyes  towards  the  Place 
from  whence  the  Noife  was  emitted,  where  they  beheld 
the  Bear  playing  fifty  Monkey  Tricks,  as  if  he  was  as 

mad  as  a  March  Hare.  Z - ds>  fays  one,  there's 

the  Derail  indeed,  come  for  fame  of  the  Society.  Thads 
true ,  cries  the  Bear  in  a  tremendous  Voice  :  Is  it  fo , 
cries  a  Fat  Gentleman,  then  take  a  Lean  one  :  And  a- 
way  he  fcour’d  down  Stairs  with  the  re#  after  him,  as 
if  the  Devil  drove  them,  leaving  only  a  Scotch  Gentle¬ 
man  behind  them,  who  having  more  Courage  than  the 
re#,  refolved  to  be  further  fatisfied  ;  upon  which  the 
Bear  advances,  and  raifmg  himfelf  upright,  claps  his 
two  fore  Paws  upon  the  upper  End  of  the  Table ;  the 
Scotchman  not  caring  to  fit  within  his  Reach,  began  to 
frdle  to  a  greater  Diftance,  upon  which  the  Bear  fills  a 
Bumper  of  Claret,  gives  the  Scotchman  a  Nod,  and 
takes  it  off  at  a  Gulp :  Marry  Sir  Deel,  erys  the  Scot, 
o  .  )  .  C  yet 
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V*?  have  a  gude  Swollow  to  your  Wem.  1  always  whit 
before  1  devour,  cries  the  Bear  :  With  that  the  Scotch¬ 
man  iidled  a  little  further,  net  yet  fatisfy’d  whether 
the  Devil  was  in  jell  or  Earned  ;  at  length  recovering 
a  little  more  Courage,  very  civilly  cried,  Wcl  ye  fmauk 
a  Peep,  Sir  Deel?  Will  you  he  mine,  replies  the  Devil, 
in  the  hoarie  Voice  of  a  Boatfwain  ?  Haud  a  little.  Sir 
Deel,  cries  the  bonny  Scot,  twaw  Words  to  that  Bar¬ 
gain  :  Upon  which  the  Bear,  who  had  an  admirable 
Knack  of  metamorphofmg  his  Shapes,  put  himfelf,  of 
a  fudden,  into  a  terrible  Pofture,  as  if  he  was  juft  go¬ 
ing  to  feize  the  Scotchman  as  a  Prey;  at 'the  Sight  of 
which,  away  ran  Sawny  headlong  down  Stairs,  as 
much  frighted  as  the  reft. 

.  The  Picture  of  ill  Luck  having  thus  difpers’d  the 
Society,  whipp’d  out  two  or  three  Card  Matches,  which 
he  had  brought  for  that  Purpofe,  and  lighting  them  at 
a  Candle,  perfum’d  the  Room  with  his  infernal  Breath, 
and  fo  return’d  to  his  Company,  to  make  themfelves 
merry  with  their  comical  TranfaCtion.  The  frightedSo- 
ciety  were  all  fled,  for  Refuge,  into  the  public  Kitchen, 
where,  half  bereft  of  their  Senfes,  they  flood  flaring  at 
one  another  as  if  they  were  gallied.TheDo£lornot  hap¬ 
pening  that  Night  to  come  fo  early  as  was  ufual,  loft  his. 
Share  of  the  Devil’s  Entertainment  ;  but  ftepping  in 
with  another  Gentleman,  juft  as  the  Frifk-  was  over, 
being  told  at  the  Bar  what  a  fad  Confufion  the  whole 
Society  had  been  put  in  by  a  ftrange  Apparition,  was 
conducted  into  the  Kitchen  to  the  reft  of  his  Aftb- 
ciates,  where  he  found  them  gazing  in  fuch  a  frantic 

Confternation,  that  he  cried,  Z - -s,  Gentlemen ,  has  one 

poor  Devil  frighted  ye  all  out  of  your  Wits  ?  By  my  Saul \ 
Doctor ,  replies  the  Scotch  Gentleman,  had  your  fen  been 
ah  ere,  by  Chris  and  Si.  Andrew,  I  believe  the  faw  Fiend, 
wod  have  tain  you  with  him  a  Pickpack ;  for,  by  my  Saul \ 
if  I  had  not  run  fort,  I  had  been  but  a  Morfel  with  him . 
Prithee,  Frank,  fays  the  Doctor  to  the  Gentleman  that 
came  in  with  him,  let  you  and  / jiep  up,  and  try  if  we  can 
hatve  a  Sight  of  this  Urrihk  Hobgoblin ,  The  Gentleman 

ageeeing, 
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agreeing,  up  Stairs  they  went,  where  finding  a  damna¬ 
ble  Stink  of  Sulphur,  and  feeing  every  Thing  in  Difor- 
der,  they  did  not  care  fcr  haying,  but  return’d  prefen  t- 
ly.  Did you  fee  the  Devil  P  cries  their  frighted  Com- 
panions.  Not  1,  replies  the  Doctor,  but  I  believe  he  has 
been  there,  for  he  has  left  a  damn'd  St  ini  of  Fire  and  Brim - 
(lone  behind  him .  So,  all  the  whole  Company  being 
hrangely  furpriz’d,  they  juft  fat  long  enough  to  recover 
their  Senfes,  and  fo  diffolv’d  their  Club,  and  never  met 
afterwards ;  moftof  them  conforming,  from  that  Time, 
to  a  fober  Chriftian  Life,  believing  that  the  Devil,  by 
divine  Mercy,  was  really  let  loofe  from  his  infernal 
Chains,  on  Purpofe  to  worry  them  out  of  thofe  Atheiili- 
cal  Mazes,  in  which  they  had  been  bewilder'd  ;  fo  that 
what  was  intended  for  the  Diveriion  of  the  one  Com¬ 
pany,  prov’d  the  Reformation  of  the  other. 

Thus  Libertines ,  to  Vice  refgtid 
Avers' d  to  be  by  Laws  confin'd , 

D  if  darning  Virtue' s  fober  Rules , 

Are  only  fit  to  govern  Fools, 

When  met  together  in  a  Body, 

Each  fi rives  to  be  the  great efi  Noddy, 

And  to  excel  Ids  impious  Brother, 

In  fome  new  Wickednefs  or  other  ; 

Bee  aide  he  fears  to  he  their  fief. 

If  more  a  Coward  than  the  ref . 

So  filly  Children  met  to  f port. 

Will  wade  and  trample  thro  the  Dirt , 

And  f pit e  of  Parents  angry  Threats, 

’  Will  follow  their  unlucky  Mates  ; 

Left  counted  Daft  aids  at  their  Play , 

By  thofe  who  lead  the  Miry  IJ  ay. 

Vet  Athiefls ,  though,  when  o'er  their  Wine, 

They  laugh  and  fioff  at  Things  divine,  _ 

And  fear  no  Punijbtncni  of  Evil,  :g.;, 

Becaufc  he  never  Jaw  the  D  tv U  ;  : 

Scar  ct 
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■Scarce  one  durft  tarry  in  a  Room 
L  hat's  darky  for  fear  the  Fiend jhoitd  come : 

Or  crofs  a  Church-yard  in  the  Night , 

Left  met  by  fome  infernal  Sprite : 

Which  plain ly  Jhews  theft  ve  not  the  Heart $ 

Loft  and  by  what  they  dare  aJJ'ert . 

So  cowardly  Bullies  boaft  and  rat  tie  y 
As  if  they  fear'd  no  bloody  Battle  ; 

But  Jkulk  like  Daflardsy  and  are  Jhy 
Of  facing  Dangers  they  defy , 

Becauje  they  find  they  are  not  nigh. 

################### 

The  Club  of  Ugly-Faces. 

A  Certain  Uiurer,  nam’d  Hatchet ,  from  whofe  An¬ 
gular  Alpeft  is  deriv’d  that  common  Saying, 
ib  oft  apply’d  to  any  homely  Perfon,  viz*  That  lie 
is  a  Hatchet-fac’d  Fellow,  being  a  Man  who  always 
lugg’d  about  with  him  at  lead  two  Pounds  of  Nofe, 
befet  as  thick  with  magnificent  Rubies,  as  the  Gills  of 
a  Turkey-Cock  going  to  Battle  in  the  Height  of  his 
Jealoufy,  infomuch  that  mod  of  his  Phiz  lay  fkreen’d 
beneath  the  Umbrage  of  that  prolific  Member,  whofe 
fcupendious  Magnitude  was  fo  very  adonifhing,  that 
a  Butcher’s  arch  Boy,  with  a  Tray  of  Beef  upon  his 
Shoulder,  meeting  with  his  Nofelhip  in  Newgate-fircety 
made  a  full  Stop  jud  before  him,  crying,  Frayy  Sir , 
put  by  your  Snout  a  little ,  that  my  Buttock  of  Beefy  and 
your  fiery  Nofe ,  may  pafis  by  without  Jofiling.  A  good 
Bey ,  replies  Hatchet ;  and  to  humour  the  Jed,  put  his 
Trunk  by  accordingly.  Thank  you ,  Mafter ,  fays  the 
Lad,  for  your  Civility  ;  but  well  may  Stakes  be  Six-pence 
a  Pcundy  jince  you  wear  as  many  upon  your  Nofe ,  as  a 
Butcher  can  well  cut  of'  the  Rump ,  or  Ach-bone  of  a  good 
Bullock.  Many  fuch  Sort  of  Rubs  his  unmerciful  Bolt- 
fprit  us’d  to  meet  with  in  the  Street ;  for  nobody  could 
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pafs  by  fuch  a  Mountain  of  a  Nofe,  without  thinking, 
or  faying  fomething  extraordinary  upon  fo  darning  a 
Subject.  Thus  finding  himfelf  a  jeft  among  mod: Peo¬ 
ple,  who  were  not  dillinguifhable  by  fomeDilproportion 
or  other  as  remarkable  as  his  own,  it  occafioned  him  to 
be  inclinable  to  fuch  Sort  of  Company,  whofeil!  com¬ 
pos’d  Countenances,  in  cafe  they  jelled  with  his  Nofe, 
might  give  him  an  equal  Opportunity  of  returning  their 
Jokes,  that  he  might  make  himfelf  as  merry  with  his 
Companions  Infirmities,  as  they  could  be  in  bantering 
the  mighty  Buckler  of  his  hard-favour’d  Frontifpiece  : 
Upon  this  Account  he  had  chofenin  his  Neighbourhood 
three  or  four  Scare-crovvVifages,  that  were  fcarce  to  be 
paralleled  in  any  Parifh  but  his  own  ;  and  thefe,  in  an 
-  livening,  when  his  Cloak  and  his  Tallies  were  laid  by, 
he  commonly  fele&ed  as  his  principal  Aflociates,  who 
-admitting  byDegrees  an  additional  Number  of  uncooth- 
look’d  Mortals  into  their  cloudy-featurkl  Company,  at 
length  grew  fo  numerous,  that  they  thought  fit  to  re- 
foive  themfelves  into  a  regular  Society,  which  was  foon 
after  fligmatiz’d  by  one  of  their  own  unluckyMembers, 
and  call’d,  The  Club  of  Ugly-Faces  ;  becaufethe  Majority 
ofthc  Company,  efpecially  thofe  who  had  bcenHSchet’s 
Chronies,  were  fcarce  any  of  them  handfome  enough  for 
a  Painter  to  draw  a  Devil  by.  To  anfwer  the  Tally- 
man’s  fupei  abounding  Snout,  a  fecond  had  a  Chin  as 
long  as  a  grave  Patriarchal  Beard,  and  in  Shape  like  a 
Shoeing-horn.  A  third,  disfigured  with  a  Mouth  like 
a  Gallon-Pot,  when  both  fides  are  fqueezed  near  clofe 
together.  A  fourth,  with  a  Nofe  like  the  Pummel  of 
an  Andiron,  and  as  full  of  Warts  as  the  Beak  of  a 
Cropper  Pidgcon.  A  fifth,  with  Eyes  like  a  Tumbler, 
one  bigger  than  the  other.  A  fixth,  with  a  Pair  of 
Convex  Cheeks,  as  if,  like  JEolusy  thh  God  of  the 
Winds,  he  had  Hopped  his  Breath  Fcr  a  Time,  to  be  the 
better  able  to  difeharge  a  Hurricane.  A  fevehfh,  with 
as  many  Wens  and  Warts  upon  his  Forehead  as  there 
are  Knots  and  Prickles  upon  an  old  Thornback. 
An  eighth,  with  a  Pair  of  fkinny  Jaws  that  wrap’d  over 
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3/1  Folds,  like  the  Top  of  an  old  Boot,  or  the  Hide  of 
a  Rhinoceros.  A  Ninth,  with  a  Tufh  fir  ut  ting  beyond 
his  Lips,  as  if  he  had  been  begot  by  a  Man-Tyger.  A 
Tenth,  with  a  Hair  Lip,  that  haddr~a*yn  his  Mouth  in¬ 
to  as  many  Corners  as  a  Minc’d  Pye,  made  up  by  the 
hu  Tilly  Wife  of  a  formal  Mathematician.  The  Eleventh, 
with  a  huge  Lauderdale  Head,  as.  big  in  Circumference 
as  the  Golden  Ball  under  St.fauPi  Crofs,  and  a  Face 
lb  fiery,  that  the  ruddy  Front  of  the  orbicular  Lump, 
which  flood  fb  elevated  upon  h:s  lofty  Shoulders,  made 
it  look  like  the  flaming  Urn  on  the  Top  ot  the  Monu¬ 
ment.  A  Twelfth,  with  a  Countenance  as  if  his  Pa¬ 
rents  when  he  was  young,  had  clapp’d  his  Chin  upon 
an  Anvil,  and  gave  him  a  Knock  upon  the  Crown  with 
a  Smith’s  Sledge,  that  had  Ihortened  his  Phiz,  and 
firuk  ail  his  Features  out  of  their  proper  Places  ;  with 
many  other  fuch  comical,  clownifh,  furly,  antick,  moo¬ 
dy,  booby  Faces,  that  the  wooden  Gravers, -who  cut 
the  Prints  for  the  frightful  Heads  upon  Stone  Bottles, 
and  the  Carvers,  who  ufed  to  notch  out  prepoflerous 
Cherubs  upon  Bafe  -Viols,  and  flern  whifkers  upon  Bar¬ 
ber’s  Blocks,  were  often  introduced  upon  their  Club- 
Nights,  by  fome  Interefl  or  other,  on  Purpofe  to  oblige 
their  Fancy  with  new  Originals,  that  each  might  fell 
their  Commodities,  for  the  Singularity  of  the  Faces 
with  which  they  had  adorn’d  them. 

Since  Britifh  Ladies ,  fkilfd  in  Features * 

Admire  Dutch  Dogs  fir  handfome  Creatures  :  ■ 

And  Men  oft  leans e  their  beauteous  Spcufes, 

For  naufeous  Funks,  and  donee dy  Blouzes  : 

Ufy  not  great  Fiddles  pleafe your  Maids , 

For  nseearing  firangc  prrpojfrcus  Heads  ? 

Or  Barbed s  Block  he  priz'd fir  baneing 
A  Phiz  to  humour  Fools  nubile fi anting? 

For  aunnesard  Things  effect  the  Eyes 
The  piojt ,  by  ginjirig  nenju  Surprize . 


54 


The  Club  of  IJgly-Faces. 

'That  makes  fo  many  hand  fame  haffes, 

Chufe  empty  Beaus  voith  ugly  Faces , 

As  feme  do  Apes  fo r  eld  Grimaces . 

Thus  every  one  wearing  fomething  as  remarkable  in 
his  Countenance,  as  if  Nature  had  defign’d  them  as  fo 
many  Foils  to  fet  off  the  Beauty  of  her  more  perfect 
Work.  They  feldom  diftinguilhed  one  another  by 
their  Names,  but  generally  faluted  each  other,  when 
they  drank  round,  after  the  following  Manner, 

Here  Nofe,  my  Service  to  you ;  thank  you  Chin.  Here's  to 
you  Blabber-Lip  ;  Your  Servant  Mr.  Squint.  My  Love 
to  you  Neighbour  Goggle  ;  I  am  yours ,  Neighbour  A\l- 
xnouth.  Herd  s  tevj’rds  you,  BrotherrY\im]XNS  ;  Pll pledge 
you,  Brother  Flump-cheeks,  In  this  Sort  of  Dialed! 
they  usM  to  put  about  the  Cup  till  they  had  made 
themfelves  merry ;  and  then  like  a  Parcel  of  dowdy 
Strumpets  quarrelling  in  an  Alley,  they  would  vie 
Beauty,  and  upbraid  each  other  with  their  feveral  In¬ 
firmities,  thus  guzzle  down  Malt  Dregs  till  every  one 
had  his  Belly  full,  and  then  reel’d  home  to  their  Hatch- 
et-fac’d  Spoufes,  and  by  mutual  Drudgery,  hammer: 
out  Ugly  Faces  for  the  next  Generation. 

Should  true  Proportion  cv  ry -Mortal grace , 

And  Seme  try  be  feen  in  ev’ry  Face : 

Beauty  no  longer  voould  be  thought  divine , 

Nor  voould  its  Charms  voith  half  the  Lift  re  fine  : 

No  courtly  Dame  a  killing  Lock  could  boafi , 

If  once  the  Foils  of  Honielinefs  voere  loft. 

The  dujky  Sky  Jets  off  the  Silver  Moon , 

And.  neighbouring  Clouds  adds  Blujhes  to  the  Sun : 

So  Ugly  Faces  snake  the  Fair  fee  in  bright , 

Aud  give  them.  Povfr  to  humane  Love  excite , 

As  Darknefs  makes  the  Perfians  voorffip  Li  git. 

Therefore  ytis  fit  the  Blare  or  Goggle  Ey d. 

Should  get  his  Likenejs  on  his  Shipton  Bride , 

And  that  the  mighty  Nofe,.  enrich'd  voith  W tnes 
Which,  like  a  glowing  Lump  of  Coral finnes. 
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Should  oti  fame  drunken  Bride’s  pim genet  race, 

For  the  next  Age  beget  a  monjt’rous  Race  ; 

That  Beauty ,  n vhen  s with  hosnely  Looks  compar'd , 
May  he  for  ever  ho?iourd  with  Regard, 

And  when  fhe  grants  what  Man  with  Joy  receives. 
Be  doubly  blejl  for  thofe  Delights  Jhe  gives . 

But  jhould  one  Level  run  thro ’  human  Race , 

And  neither  Sex  could  Jhe  vs  a  homely  Face, 

Beauty  would  lofe  its  Power,  Love  decline, 

No  difant  Spare  for  Wife  or  Mifrefs  pine, 

Or  snake  a  Difference  ’ twixt  his  own  or  mine,  ’ 
Therefore  let  Ugly-Faces  fill  unite. 

And  get  their  Likenefs,  not  in  Love ,  but  Spite, 
That  ev’ry  Slave  may  have  his  homely  Matt, 
Wkilft  Beauty  crowns  the  Actions  of  the  Great , 
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t  y-  A  HIS  parsimonious  Society  of  Canary- bibing 
Citizens,  held  their  Weekly  Meeting  at  t  he  Old 
Queen  $  Head  in  Bifoopf gate  f  net ;  their  thrifty  Junflo 
.  being  chiefly  compos'd  of  Inch  penurious  Mjfers,  that 
feldoxn  drank  Wine  but  on  their  Club-Nights,  and  then 
it  was  to  confult  how  to  improve  their  Riches,  by  thePu- 
nifhment  of  their  Guts,  and  to  become,  in  Time,  Lord 
Mayors  and  Aldermen,  by  pinching  large  Eflates  out  of 
.  the  Cupboards  of  their  Families.  The  famous  Sir  John 
Pickplumb,  of  ever-curfed  Memory  ;  the  eminent  Dr, 
Hook,  of  Gotham  College  ;  Buggeranto  Covert ,  that  died 
in  his  own  Dung,  and  left  his  Wealth  to  his  Catamite, 
were  tire  principal  Members  of  this  Money-loving  Club, 

<  and  feveral  worthy  Followers  of  their  generous  Exam¬ 
ples,  now  living,  were  the  reft  of  the  Society,  who  en^ 
ter’d  themfelves  purely  to  be  inftrudled  in  the  Arts  of 
Pliilargiry  and  good  Hufbandry. The  Dearnefs  of  Bread- 
Corn  ;  the  Extravagance  of  their  Children ;  the  Italic 

D  4  and 
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and  Prodigality  of  their  half-darv’d  Servants ;  the  pro¬ 
fitable  buying  in  of  Six-Shilling  Beer,  frale  Bread,  ahd 
Wheel-barrow  Cheefe,  were  the  chief  Topicks  of  their 
Save-Penny  Difccurfes  ;  and  how  to  fubfiil  a  large  Fa¬ 
mily  at  little  Coil,  and  to  dine  themfelves  lufhiouily  for 
Two-pence  Half-penny  a  Head,  were  the  mod  ufeful 
Projects  that  were  advanced  among  them.  Hot  Grey- 
Peafe,  or  bak’d  Ox-Cheek,  were  commonly  their  Sup¬ 
per  Meats :  Nor  could  any  hungry  Member  call  for 
Farthin  g- worth  of  the  one,  cr  a  Penny-worth  of  the 
other,  till  it  was  firft  put  to  the  Vote,  and  carried  by 
the  Majority,  unlefs  he  would  pay  for  it  out  of  his  own 
Pocket,  and  that  was  looked  upon  by  the  red  to  be  great 
Extravagance  :  For  the  healthful  Conformity  to  one 
Meal  a  Day,  and  that  eaten  with  abundance  of  Mode¬ 
ration,  was  a  handing  Rule  among  the  thin-jaw’d  Fra¬ 
ternity,  and  who  ever  exceeded  that  abdemious  Pre¬ 
cept  without  afTigning  afubdantial  Reafon  for  fo  doing, 
was  condemned  for  his  Voracity,  and  predicted  to  die  a 
Beggar,  for  fo  expenfively  humouring  his  unreafonable 
Appetite.  If  any  Smoaker  among  them  left  his  Box 
■behind  him,  and  wanted  to  borrow  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco 
of  a  Brother,  it  would  not  be  lent  without  aNote  of  his 
Hand,  which  was  commonly  written  round  the  Bowl 
of  a  broken  Tobacco  Pipe,  to  prevent  the  Wade  of  Pa¬ 
per,  and  always  made  payable  the  next  Club  Night, 
with  ten  Corns  Intered.  One  would  be  querying,  which 
was  the  greateft  Charity,  in  a  Death  bed  Penitent,  to 
difcharge  Twenty  poor  Debtors  out  of  Ludgate  Prifon  ; 
to  leave  Five  Hundred  Pounds  to  the  Blue  Coat  Hof- 
pital ;  to  build  an  Alms-houfe  fer  decay’d  Widows,  or 
a  School  for  indigent  Orphans.  A  fecona  would  be 
afking  the  Opinion  of  the  Company,  which  was  the 
bed  Place  for  a  charitable  Foundation,  Bunhill-Flelds 
Lay-dall,  or  Whitechapel  Dunghill.  A  third  would  be 
for  erefting  a  new  Workhoufe,  that  the  Poor  niight 
not  fall  into  a  Habit  of  Lazinefs  for  want  of  hard  La¬ 
bour.  A  fourth  would  be  projedting  a  new  Houfe  of 
Correction,  thatBeggars  might  be  whipped  out  of  their 
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Rags  and  Lice,  and  forc’d  to  card  Wool,  and  knock 
Hemp  for  Sheeps-head  Porridge,  and  clean  Linnen  of 
a  Groat  a  Yard.  A  fifth,  would  be  laying  down  a 
Computation  of  the  Charge,  to  turn  Grejkam  College 
into  a  public  Nurfery,  for  the  pious  Education  of  fa- 
therlefs  Brats,  and  poor  Foundlings  ;  though  not  a 
wretched  Soul  in  the  whole  Company  had  Liberality 
enough  to  give  Six-penee  to  relieve  the  Wants  of 
a  neceditous  Relation. 

‘Thus  talk  as  if  they  meant  to  be 
Profitje  in  Works  of  Charity , 

And  that  the  Poor  Jhoidd  be  befriended \ 

By  pious  Gifts  they  ne’er  intended ; 

For  if  one  Bag  of  dr ojjy  Wealth , 

Woiid  tribe  off  Death ,  and  pur  chafe  Health , 

‘7 hey  d  rather  hazard  Life  and  Soul, 

To  keep  Foffefjion  of  the  Whole , 

T 0  the  l aft  Hour ,  than  give  a  Part , 

For  tld  needful  Help  of  Men  of  Art . 

What  Wretches  therefere  can  comp 
To  give  the  Poor ,  Vohai  they  deny 
Themf elves  r  in  fuch  Extremity  ? 

Once  a  Quarter  they  had  a  Mifer’s  FeafL;  but,  ;to 
faue  Charges,  they  us’d  to  beg  their  Venifbn  of  feme 
great  Man,,  cheat  the  Keeper  of  his  Fees,  make  their 
Country  Tenants  fend  them  Fowls  and  Bacon,  and  en¬ 
gage  the  Mailer  of  the  Houfe  to  give  them  theDreHing, 
that  they  might  duff  their  Guts  at  no  other  Expence 
than  of  Bread  and  Wine  ;  and  go  home  afterwards 
without  eurfmg  their  Mouths,  for  impoii ng  upon  their 
Pockets.  Backward  Tenants  and  high  Taxes  were  the 
greateft  of  their  Grievances ;  but  good  Security  and 
large  Intereft  were  the  beloved  Quarries,  that  the  ava- 
ritious  Hawks  were  always  ready  to  fly  at :  Extrava¬ 
gancy  they  accounted  the  very  Sin  againd  the  Holy 
■Ghod,  and  nothing  was  approv’d  a  more,  commendable 
•'  V :  D  5  Virtue 
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Virtue  than  exceffire  Covetoufneft  :  A  News-naper 
jdmtertammen-t,  and  a  fober.Diih  of  Coff  ee, were  thought 
a  liberal  Treat  for  a  punctual  Debtor,  upon  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  a  Sum,  tho’  with  unreafonable  Extortion  ;  and. 
How  d'ye.  Con  jin  ?  1  am  glad  to  fee  you,  was  the  utmoft 
Hofpitality  that  ever  was  found  in  their.  Houles  by.  a 
poor  Relation.  One  would  highly  commend  the  Fru¬ 
gality  of  the  Man  that  built  him  a  new  Barn  out  of 
the  Scrapings  of  his  Cheefe.  Another  would  applaud 
the  good  Hufbandry  of  the  Farmer,  who  never  wore 
any  other  Clothes  than  what  was  made  of  theWoo]  that 
he  pick’d  off  the  Hedges.  A  third  would  extol  the 
Prudence  of  the  Citizen,  who  kept  a  Load  of  Faggots 
in  his  Houfe,  to  warm  his  Servants  in  cold  W earner, 
by  handing  them  up  Steirs  and  down,  between  the  Gar¬ 
ret  and  the  Cellar.  One  would  be  wrapp’d  ,  up  in  an 
old  Kerfey  Coat,  made  feven  Years  before,  by  fome  old 
purblind  Botcher,  to  prevent  the  terrible  Surprife  of 
Canvas,  Stay-tape  and  Buckram,  thofe  abominable  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  a  Taylor’s  Bill.  Another  with  a  party-colour’d 
Wig  on,  fifty  times  more  fcandalous  than  a  Welch  At¬ 
torney’s,  which  is  commonly  made  of  a  difagreeable 
Mixture,  of  Goats  Beards,  Cows  Tails,  Horfes  Manes, 
with  a  fmall  Addition  of  his  Wife’s  Hair,  and  perhaps 
his  Daughter’s.  A  third  with  a  patch’d  Coat  on,  that 
had  been  firli  made  by  fome  of  his  Anceftors,  and  worn 
down  to  the  third  or  fourth  Generation,  till  Age  had. 
given  it  fuch  a  greafy  Glofs,  that  a  Loufe  could  not 
•crawl  up  the  polifli’d  Camblet,  without  endangering 
his  Neck  for  want  of  fure  footing*  A  fourth,  with  his 
Noddle  cover’d  with  an  old  flapping  Oliver 2 m  Cafter, 
that  has  coff  him  near  as  much  in  new  Vamping,  at 
Two-pence  a  time,  as  would  have  capp’d  a  Regiment,, 
yet  could  not  frame  a  Heart  to  part  with  fo  much  Mo¬ 
ney  at  once,  as  would  buy  a  new  one,  for  fear  he  fhould 
pine  himfelf  afterwards  into  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  or  punilh 
jhis  Inteflines  with  the  Twitting  of  the  Guts,  by  ttarving 
hi, 5  Body  to  fetch  the  Sum  up  again,  h  fifth,  dittin- 
£uiffa$d  as  a  Gentlemen*  by  a  little  rutty  old  Rapier, 

that 
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that  might  be  guefs’d,  by  its  Antiquity,  to  have  been 
kept  in  the  Family,  as  a  Badge  of  Honour,  ever  hue© 
iheTime  of  Robin  Hood,  or  the  Blind  Beggar  of  Bethnal- 
Green,  A  fixth,  with  his  Spindle -fhanks,  in  a  Fair  of 
coarfeYarn  Stockings,  almoft  darn’d  as  much  as  the  good 
HufllPs  Hofe  in  the  Library  at  Oxford, which  has  not  e- 
fiou'gh  left  of  the  full  Knitting  to  ihevv  its  original  Con¬ 
texture.  A  feventh,  with  a  Pair  of  ping’d  Shoes  on  ,  for 
the  Eafe  of  his  Corns,  that  look’d  as  if  they  had  been 
as  often  at  the  Cobler’s,  as  ever  the  Owner  had  been  at 
Church  or  CofFee-houfe.  Thus  every  one  was  fo  Angu¬ 
lar,  in  feme  or  other  of  their  Habiliments,  that  their 
covetous  Difpcficions  were  as  vifible  in  their  DrefTes, 
as  in  their  meagre  Countenances,  who  made  up  fuch  a 
fiarv’d  Society  of  poor  macerated  Mortals1,  that  had 

they  all  to  have  been  opened,  it  would  certainly  have 
✓  *  '  m  v 

puz7:led  a  good  Anatomift  to  have  found  one  Ounce 
of  Fat  among  the  whole  carnonly  Aftembly  :  For  all 
that  their  lean  CarcafTes  were  capable  of  performing* 
were  juft  to  live  and  move,  and  the  principal  Satin* 
fitStion  they  enjoy’d  in  their  Minds,  were  to  be  rich 
and  covetous.  For  though  once  a  Week  they  were 
fo  far  in fpired  with  the  Spirit  of  Generoflty,  as  each 
to  lavifh  an  extravagant  Six-pence  in  fuch  a  Bug-bear 
Place  as  a  fpend thrift  Tavern,  yet  they  fumbled  out 
the  Trifle  with  fuch  a  miferly  Regret,  as  if  they  curs’d 
their  Guts  for  depriving  their  Pockets,  tho’  of  fo  hi- 
gardly  an  Allowance.  If  there  happen’d  to  be  an  odd 
Penny  in  the  Reckoning,  above  their  ufual  Club,  for, 
Grey  P'eafe,  or  any  other  Extraordinary,  rather  than 
any  Four  would  lay  do  wn  their  Far  things,  and  le  t 
the  reft  go  Scot-free,  a  Farthing  a  Head  was  colledfed 
round  the  Company,  and  the  Overplus  laid  out  in 
Writing-paper,  which  Dr.  Hooky  the  Mathematician^’ 
moft  equally  divided,  by  Scale  and  Compafs,  among 
the  whole  Society,  that  to  keep  the  Ballanee  of  Equi¬ 
ty  in  a  true  Poke,  every  one  might  have  a  Slip  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  Proportion  J  for  which  exaft  Method 

*  •  1  <  ■  t  nr\  s'  L  v 
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in  the  Diftribution  of  Juftice,  they  were  honour’d  with 
the  Title  of,  Fhe  Split-Farthing  Club . 

Thu  Money  is  the  Root  of  Evil, 

And  leads  fo  many  to  the  Devil, 

Who  do  what's  infamous  to  get  it. 

And  rend  whole  Kingdoms  to  come  at  it ; 

Yet  when  by  Fortune  they  have  gain'd 
More  Wealth  than  they  knew  hove  to  ftpend, 

Mis  ft range  they  ft  ill  JhoiF d  rob  the  Spittle, 

Fo  heap  up  what  they  ufte  fo  little  : 

But  yet  we  fee  that  curfed  Itch 
Of  growing  fo  prof  if ely  Rich , 

Infedls  the  mo  ft  of  human  Race , 

And  makes  the  greater  Plumber  baft ; 

Fhe  Lord,  the  Trader,  and  the  P enfant. 

Are  all  corrupted  with  a  Spice  ont ; 

The  very  Priefts  that  rail  at  Gold, 

And  thofte  that  lend  for  double  Fold, 

Cannot  forbear  to  hug  the  Darling, 

But  hoard  it  vcith  its  Brother  Sterling, 

Purftue,  improve  it,  and  adore  it. 

Play,  even  preach  againft  it  for  it. 

So  the  pert  Damfel,  fair  of  Feature , 

Fo  cover  her  Intrigues  the  better. 

Will  rail  at  Strumpets ,  vjhen  Jhe  knows 
F hat  floe  herftlf  is  one  of  thofe. 


Therefore  fine e  all  are  Money-Lovers, 

From  Heroes  dovon  to  Smithfield  Drovers ; 
And  nioft  turn  Knaves,  nnhen  once  they  Jee 
A  gainful  Opportunity  ;  c 

Why  jhoidd  the  Mifter  be  ft  blam  d. 

And  for  his  large  Extortion  darn'd d. 

Since  all  Men  who  have  rais'd  their  Fortune, 
By  ftub tie  Frauds  behind  the  Curtain, 

When  o?ice  they're  Rich,  they  grow  mor oft, 
Proud,  cruel ,  baft ,  and  ccrtietous  ?  ; 
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So  Statesmen  that  fur  round  a  ’Throne , 

When  once  to  Rich  and  Wealthy  grown. 

The  greater  Pow’r  they  fill  pojfcfsy 
The  more  they  injure  and  cpprefs  ; 


Which  plainly  Jhews>  that  all  Men  woiid 
Be  haughty  Tyrants  if  they  coud. 
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HIS  unfortunate  Society  is  now  held  at  the 

X  Sign  of  Tumble-dowti-Dich ,  a  famous  Hoofing 
Ken,  within  the  dirty  Confines  of  that  pious  Sandlua- 
ry  call’d  The  Minty  where  Knaves,  Sots,  and  Fools,  as 
well  as  fuch  unhappy  Bankrupts  who  deferve  Pity* 
find  a  fafe  Retirement  from  the  Revenge  and  Malice 
of  their  unmerciful  Creditors ;  and  whither  many  fly 
(like  Fifh,  out  of  the  Frying-pan  into  the  Fire)  from 
leffer  Troubles  into  greater  Miferies,  and  are  foon, 
taught  to  lavifh  away  their  fmali  Remains  in  fmoaky 
Holes  and  lewd  Company,  till  many  who  are  {kill’d  in 
B  ufinefs,  and  have  liv’d  comfortably,  and  might  ftill 
be  happy,  would  they  take  right  Meafures  whilft  they 
have  fomething  in  their  Power,  are  deluded  into  a 
ruinous  Extravagance*  that  renders  them,  in  a  little 
time,  fit  only  to  nibble  upon  a  Browr.-George  in  fome 
foreign  Garrifon,  and  for  a  Groat  a  Day,  to  hand  the 
Shock  of  Cannon-ball  and  Mufket-bullet. 

When  the  guzzling  Society  aforementioned,  are 
met  in  a  Body,  at  their  fmoaky  Rendezvous,  their 
chief  Biifiriefs  is  to  wafh  away  all  Senfe  of  their  pre¬ 
sent  Misfortunes,  to  damn  their  Creditors,  drink  Con- 
rufion  to  Bailiffs,  and  to  excufe  their  own  Mifcondu6ls 
by  charging  their  Ruin  upon  the  Extravagancy  of  their 
Wives,  the  Infidelity  of  their  Servants,  the  Injuftice  of 
their  Relations*  or  the  Hardfhips  put  upon  them  by 
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the  fraudulent  Contrivances  of  thofe  they  have  dealf 
with;  but  not  a  Word  of  their  own  Ncp-feeiice,  of 
their  expenfive  Pleafures,  of  their  Tavern  Revels,  or 
their  profufe  keeping  both  Whores  and  Horfes ;  their 
Gaming,  Racing,  Sotting,  high  Living,  Spending  and 
Lending  ;  thefe  are  all  buried  in  Oblivion,  or  craftily 
conceal'd  from  their  Brethren  in  AihiRion,  that  they" 
may  move  one  another  to  a  mutual  Companion,  by" 
the  fictitious  Severities  which  they  pretend  to  have; 
met  with,  from  fuch  Perfons  whom  they  have  juftly 
provok’d,  by  their  own  Follies  and  Knaveries,  to  be¬ 
come  their  Enemies, 

**  V  .  t  f  " 

So  wanton  Wives  that  prove  unjuft, 

To  fatiate  their  unbridled  Lift, 

Find  always  fmnethivg  to  excufe 
F he  Jhameful  Liberties  they  ufe  ; 

And  on  their  Spoufe's  Failings  charge 
cl  he  Reafons  why  they  love  at  large  .* 

Thus  do  their  HvJIands  double  Wrong r 
Not  only  with  the  Fail ,  but  Tongue. ; 

And  to  extenuate  their  Shame, 

Flake  thofe  they  injure  bear  the  Blame- 

Among  this  promifcuous  Aftembly  of  broken  Extra- 
vagants,one  ftovenly  Sot  fhould  fit  puffing  at  the  Board,  • 
in  his  Woollen  Night-cap,  fo  difgms’d  with  Dirt,  and  •• 
his  Hands  and  Face  fo  grim’d  with  Naftinefs,  that  he  : 
look’d  like  the  Ccok  of  a  N ewe  a  file  Collier,  juft  ft  cop'd 
on  Shore  to  enter  an  AClion  againft  the  Mafter  for  hi# 
"Wages.  A  fecond,  in  his  flip  Shoes,  and  ungarter’d  * 
Stockings,  like  a  Journeyman  Taylcr  jump’d  off  the 
Shop-board  for  a  Half-penny  Roll  and  a  Pint  of  Two¬ 
penny 'Stichback.  A  third,  with  a  Carrotty  Wig  matted 
into  Elf-locks,  like  the  Mane  of  a  Grafs  Horfe  ridden 
by  the  Night  Mare,  and  all  to  fave  the  Trouble  of 
combing  the  entangled  Scare-crow  once  in  a  Week, 
through  his  Averiion  to  Cleanlineft,  or  that  for  feven 
Years  he  had  made  the  fvveaty  Mop  do  him -the  Service 

of 
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of  a  Night-cap.  A  fourth,  with  his  own  natural  Rats- 
tails  hanging  by  the  Sides  of. his  Cheeks,  twilled  into 
greafy  Ropes,  that  divided  about  his  Ears  like  a  tag’d 
Knot  upon  a  Footman’s  Shoulder.  A  fifth,  with  a 
Kelly  like  a  Church-warden  of  St.  Giles's  Pavifh,  and  a 
pair  of  pouting  Cheeks,  puff’d  up  with  fwallowing 
full  of  WinchejUrs  at  a  Draught,  till  they  were  grown, 
as  unfizeable  as  the  fwanking  Buttocks  of  a  Wapping, 
Hollefs.  A  fixth,  without  a  Neckcloth,  to  fhew  the 
unbotton’d  Collar  of  a  dirty  Shirt,  that  was  as  black 
and  as  fweatv,  as  if  the  Bead;  that  v/ore  it  had  taken  an 
Oath  of  Abjuration  againfl  Soap  and  Water.  A  feventh, 
with  blood-fhot  Eyes,  and  a  fottifn  Countenance,  whole 
fkdden  Face  look’d  as  if  it  had  been  llew’d  in  hot  Ale, 
or  coddled  in  burnt  Brandy.  An  eighth,  fecur’d  up 
in  an  old  Frieze  Coat,  whofe  Buttons  had  flipp’d  Shell 
by  long  Thumbing,  and  his  Noddle  cover’d  with  ;t 
notch’d  Hat,  like  a  Butchers  Slaughter-Man’s  running 
Poll  to  the  Bear-Garden.  A  ninth,  with  a  Yulturian 
Phiz,  like  a  Newgate  Sollickor’s,  adorn’d  with  pow¬ 
der’d  Carrots,  that  look’d  as  if  they  were  Part  of  the 
Hangman’s  Fees  the  foregoing  Sefnons,  much  ho¬ 
nour’d  by  the  reft,  for  his  pretended  Knowledge  in 
Law  Quirks  and  Quiddities.  A  tenth,  who  had  Grace 
enough  to  work  for  his  Living,  and  to  keep  his  Family 
from  the  Parifo,  with  his  Hands  and  Face  as  white  as 
a  Plaiflerer’s,  being  juil  llepp’d  to  a  Game  at  Ail- fours  . 
from  his  pafting  of  Band-boxes.  Thus  mix’d  together? 
they  us’d  to  fit  over  their  Cards  and  their  Liquor,  drink¬ 
ing,  rattling  and  /wearing,  like  a  Crew  of  Buccaniers 
between  Decks,  gaming  in  fair  Weather. 

Whenever  a  frefh  Bankrupt,  with  the  Remains  of 
his  Stock,  happens,  by  the  Wheel  of  ill  Fortune,  to  be 
tofs’d  into  their  Territories,  he  is  as  heartily  welcome 
into  the  Avery  of  Cormorants,  as  a  brawny  cafl-away 
Dutch  Skipper,  that  fwims  aftiore  upon  a  Wreck,  is 
to  a  hungry  Crew  of  Florida  Canibals ;  for  every  olei 
Stander,  as  long  as  their  new  Brother  can  command  a 
Groat,  will  (tick  as  clofe  to  him  as  a  Horfe-kech,  till  „■ 
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they  have  fuck’d  him  into  a  Level  with  their  own  Cir- 
cumftances ;  and  by  that  Time  he’ll  have  learnt  to  be 
as  fharp  as  themfelves,  when  his  Five  Shillings  in  the 
Pound  is  reduc’d  to  lefs  than  a  Penny  in  the  Hundred* 
When  they  were  thus  met,  as  foon  as  their  crazy  Nod¬ 
dles  were  a  little  warm’d  by  the  narcotick  Fumes  of 
nafty  Sot- weed,  linking  Malt  Spirits,  and  large  Drop- 
fiCal  Go-downs  of  mild  and  hale,  a  broken  Victualler 
would  begin  to  rave  againll  the  Rogue  his  Brother, 
for  cheating  him  in  bad  Drink,  and  worfe  Mcafure. 
A  crack’d  Coffee-Man  would  be  curfing  his  lafcivious 
Wife,  and  fwearing  that  lhe  ruin’d  him  by  treating  her 
Sparks  with  Ne&ar  and  Ambrofia,  Ufquebaugh,  and 
Dr.  Stevens's  Water.  A  half-witted  Vintnep,  who  was 
a  good  Servant,  but  a  bad  Mailer,  would  be  damning 
his  Wine-Merchant,  for  firfh  putting  him  into  an  Houfe, 
where  he  had  buried  all  that  he  had  fav’d  in  the  Time 
of  his  Service,  and  then  for  throwing  him  out  of  it,  to 
Lett  it  to  another  for  a  better  Advantage.  A  Lady’s 
Taylor  would  be  railing  againll  his  Mercer,  and  con¬ 
founding  of  Quality  ;  the  iiril  for  feizing  all  with  an 
Execution,  and  the  latter,  for  their  low  Curtefies,  large 
Promifes,  good  Words,  but  bad  Payments.  A  Leaden- 
Hall  Butcher  would  be  bitching  his  Wife,  for  not  only 
opening  her  Placket,  but  her  Pocket  Apron  to  his  Rogue 
of  a  Journeyman,  and  expenfively  treating  the  young 
ftrong-back’d  Rafcal  at  the  Ship-Tavern,  whilft  himfelf 
was  entering  his  Puppy  at  the  Bear-Garden  A  broken 
Goldfmith  would  be  (pitting  his  Venom  at  Mercer  s- 
Chapel,  and  fwearing  that  the  Bank  was  a  worfe  Grie¬ 
vance  than  the  Multitude  of  Lawyers,  or  a  Standing 
Army.  A  giddy  young  Draper  would  be  railing  at  the 
Playhcufe  ;  fpeaking  bitter  Words  againll  mafk’d  La¬ 
dies  ;  and  biting  his  Thumb-Nails,  would  fit  damning 
the  Dice,  as  bad  as  a  young  Whore  does  the  Society  cf 
Reformation, '  A  rattle-headed  Baker,  no  more  mea- 
ly-mouth’d  than  the  reft  of  the  Society,  to  ftiew  the 
Cruftinefs  of  his  Temper,  would  throw  out  whole 
Batches  of  hard- bak’d  Words  againll  my  Lord  Mayor’s 

Officers*, 
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Officers,  for  taking  away  light  Bread,  and  carrying  k 
heme  to  their  own  Houfes,  inftead  of  fending  it  to 
Ludgate  Prifon  or  the  Compters .  A  decay’d  Merchant 
would  be  mitttering  at  the  Fury  of  the  raging  Seas  and 
tempeftuous  Winds  ;  and  damning  the  Cuitorn  Houfe 
Officers,  as  a  Pack  of  Rogues,  for  feizing  run  Goods, 
that  v/ould  other  wife  have  come  in  the  Nick  of  Time  to 
a  rare  Market.  An  aviritious  Brewer,  who  had' undone 
himfelf  by  Concealments,  would  affirm,  that  the  Offi- 
cejs  belonging  to  the  Excife,  were  as  bad  Rogues  as  In¬ 
forming  Conflables ;  that  the  Commimoners  were  worfe 
Tyrants  than  the  French  King;  and  that  the  whole 
Office  was  a  more  intolerable  Grievance  than  th eSpaniJIx 
Xnquifition.  An  unfortunate  Bookfeller,  who  had  un¬ 
happily  been  crufh’d  between  bad  Plays  and  worfe  Ser¬ 
mons,  would,  with  great  Warmth,  lit  venting  hisSpleen 
againfb  modern  Authors,  and  Binging  out  as  many  In- 
vetfives  againft  Harry  Hills ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Pirates 
as  if  they  had  given  him  Caufe  to  think  them  worfe 
Rogues  than  thofe  that  were  bung’d  Iaft  SefTions.  A  li¬ 
tigious  Tallyman,  undone  by  trufting  Whores,  em¬ 
ploying  Bailiffs,  and  feeing  Attornies,  would  fit  raving 
fo  profufely  againft  the  Law  and  the  Lawyers,  as  if  he 
thought  IVejhninjler-Hall  a  more  fatal  Lottery  than  the 
Royal  Oak,  Others  more  merry  under  the  Hand  of 
CAfHitlion,  would  be  making  a  Jeft  of  their  feveral  Mil- 
fortunes,  as  if,  like  Diogenes ,  they  had  learnt  todefpife 
ail  that  was  truly  comfortable,  and  to  place  the  Happi- 
nefs  of  human  Life  in  Rags,  Poverty,  and  Naftinefs, 
T  hus  would  they  fit,  feme  raving,  feme  muttering, 
fem  e  laughing,  and  others  gaming,  till  very  drunk  and 
d row fy,  and  then  they  would  reel  home  to  their  dirty 
Pvooms,  fheetlefs  Beds,  and  fpaul’d  Garrets,  to  feed  the 
Fleas,  as  well  as  worfe  Vermin,  till  the  next  Morning, 
without  Scratching.  But  as  foon  as  they  awake,  they 
are  ferreted  up  from  their  Flock  Beds  of  little  Eafe,  that 
thofe  who  have  Money  may  return  to  the  Alehoufe  for 
warm  Purl,  and  thofe  that  have  none,  either  fpunge 

upon 
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upon  the  reft,  or  undergo  the  Pennance  of  a  Day’s 
Work  to  provide  againil  To-morrow. 


Who  would  not  rather  chufe  to  Jerque 
Hu  Country,  than  to  live  and  ft  awe. 
Confin'd  to  juch  an  odious  Place, 

Where  nothing  proffers  hut  Di/grace  P 
if  (dirt,  and  want  of  Liberty, 

Bad  Liquor ,  and  worfe  Company, 

A  firry,  bafe,  un  active  Life, 

Pb'ecl  aunts  of  each  proud  Papfler's  Wife y 
Damn'd finking  Air,  and  miry  Streets, 
Buggs,  loujy  Rags ,  and  nafy  Sheets, 

Are  Comforts  that  can  Bafe  the  Weight 
Of  thofe  that  prove  Unfortunate, 

Then  well  might  Debtors  fy  the  Teaze 
Of  Bufnefs,  to  enjoy  their  Bafe  .* 

And  fond  of  fuch  a  happy  Place, 

There  jot  and  dream  away  their  Days  : 
But  fivce  they  re  fure  to  ?neet  the  Curfe 
Of  making  their  Misfortunes  worfe. 

By  fpendingfrf  their  j'mall  Remains, 
Phen  flawing  thro '  hcglcd  of  Pains, 

' Pill  by  an  idle  Habit  made 
Unft  for  Labour  or for  CI rade , 

Defigning ,  treacherous,  and  unjuft , 

Poo  knavijh  for  the  World  to  truft ; 

Fit  only  to  frequent  an  Alehouje, 

Or  do  Things  worthy  of  a  Gallows 
By  Foes  dejpis'd,  by  Friends  forjaken , 

In  Dread  of  being  fur  priz'd  and  taken. 
That  a  cloje  flawing  Gaol  may  be 
The  End  of  all  their  Mifery . 

Who  then,  that  is  not  quite  bereft 
Of  Senfe,  and  to  his  Follies  left , 

When  once  he  fnds  himfelf  decline. 
Would  not  his  whole  Remains  refign 
Pg  thofe  of  whom  he  owes  the  fame. 

And  fo  prejerwe  an  honefl  Name, 
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'Much  rather  than  hy  Night  to  carry  > 

His  Goods  to  Juch  a  Sandiuaryy 
And  then  o'er  Ale  in  Clouds  of  S mo aky 
Blown  (ran  their  Pipes  o/'Oronoke, 

Sot  away  idly  what  they  ought 
Bo  pay,  and  not  conceal  a  Groat  ? 

But  thofe  who  once  hakte  run  ajlrayt 
Still  chufefome  f  range  unlucky  IV ay  y 
That  leads  on  to  their  Undoing , 

As  if  predefined  to  their  Ruin \ 
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A  Parcel  of  wild  young  Rakes,  vvhofe  principal 
Education  had  been  in  Chancery-Lane ,  among 
thofe  virtues  Academies  the  fober  Offices  of  the 
Law  and  Equity,  frequenting  a  Tavern  near  the  Ten¬ 
nis-Court  Playhoufe,  on  the  back  of  Lincoln' s-Jnn- 
Fields,  at  length  fettled  a  Club  there,  that  they  might 
every  Evening,  projedl  new  Extravagancies  to  exercife 
the  ungovernable  Fury  of  their  uncultivated  Youth. 
Among  the  reft  of  their  wild  Maggots,  and  whimficai 
Contrivances,  that  they  put  in  Pra&ice,  to  entertain  the 
Brutality  of  unpdiih’d  Nature,  they  had  formed  a  new 
Sort  of  Pallime,  which  was  Hunting  of  Men  over  Lin¬ 
coln's-  Inn -Fi elds y  that  they  ffiould  happen  to  meet  croffing 
at  Ten  or  Eleven  o’Clock  at  Night ;  fo  that  about  thofe 
Hours  two  or  three  Couple  of  the  Hair-brain’d  Puppies 
us’d  frequently  to  be  commanded  out  by  theChair-Man, 
(to  which  honourable  Poll  the  firfl  Comer  was  entitled) 
who  were  to  beat  about  for  Game,  and  to  report,  upon 
their  Return,  what  Sport  they  had  met  with,  for  the 
Diverfion  of  the  Company.  When  the  mifchievous 
Fools  had  thus  lhaken  oil'  their  Humanity,  and  taken 
upon  them  the  beadial  Imitation  of  Hounds,  Wolves, 
and  Tygers,  they  would  lie  Perdue  upon  the  Grafs  in 
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one  of  the  Borders  of  the  Fields,  till  they  heard  feme 
fingle  Perfon  treading  along  the  Path-way,  then  up 
they  would  all  hart  with  their  Swords  drawn,  and 
running  furioufly  towards  him,  would  cry  aloud,  That's 
he:  BIoody-'Txounds ,  that3  she.  Upon  which,  away  would 
run  the  Perfon,  whether  Gentle  or  Simple,  as  if  the 
Devil  drove  him,  with  the  Pack  of  two-leg’d  Whelps 
making  fuch  a  Noife  at  his  Heels,  that  the  perfecuted 
Mortal,  to  efcape  the  Fury  of  his  Followers,  would 
Ipur  on  Nature,  with  his  Fear,  to  fuch  a  violent  Speed, 
that,  with  over-draining,  the  poor  hunted  Run-away, 
efpecially  if  a  Coward,  generally  dropp’d  fomething 
in  his  Breeches,  that  made  him  dink  as  drong  as  ei- 
ther  Fox  or  Pole-cat.  Thus  they  fcour’d  him  along 
like  a  Buck  in  a  Faddy  Courfe,  till  he  had  taken 
Sanctuary  in  fome  of  the  adjacent  Streets,  where  he 
would  run  commonly  into  an  Alehoufe,  half  dead 
with  Fear,  to  recover  Breath,  and  to  mundify  his 
Breeches,  and  there  amufe  them  with  fuch  a  terrible 
Story,  as  if  he  had  not  only  run,  but  fought  the  Gant¬ 
lope  through  a  Regiment  of  Ruffians,  and  bravely  de¬ 
fended  himfelf,  by  his  Hands  as  well  as  Heels,  from 
a  Gang  of  Rogues,  or  a  drunken  Company  of  Mad- 
mem  If  they  happen’d  to  bolt  upon  a  durdy  Gen¬ 
tleman,  that  would  rather  chufe  to  die  in  the  Bed  of 
Honour,  than  to  owe  his  Safety  to  a  nimble  Pair  of 
Heels,  the  Cowards  would  dieer  off ;  cry  that  they 
were  all  midaken  ;  that  it  was  not  he  :  But  whoever 
ran  for  it,  they  purftpd  as  clofe  as  if  they  were  fully 
refolv’d  both  upon  Robbery  and  Murder,  that  their 
Game ,  being  terrify ’d  with  dreadful  Apprehenfions, 
would  fcour  over  the  Fields  like  an  infolvent  Debtor 
before  a  Herd  of  Bailiffs,  or  a  new-marry’d  Seaman 
from  a  Gang  of  Prefs-Mafters.  And  when  the  Rake¬ 
helly  Hunters  had  thus  delighted  themfelves  with  the 
mad  Recreation  of  three  or  four  fuch  Chafes,  then, 
tir’d  with  their  Sport,  they  would  return  to  the  Club, 
and  entertain  their  Affodates  with  the  Particulars  of 
their  Padime. 

J*.  ■ 
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How  wild  is  Youth  !  How  wicked  and  prophane , 
When  Jaw  age  Nature  only  governs  Man  / 

And  mreforni  d  by  Education ,  Jleers  : 

How  hafe  to  others  !  To  himfelf  unjufl ; 

Ml  ad  in  his  Cups,  and  Daring  in  his  Lujl ; 

Bold,  Jlubborn ,  haughty ,  info  lent,  and  pert , 

Slighting  to  Age,  and Jcofjing  to  Deferi  : 

Wife  in  Opinion ,  handfome  in  Conceit ; 

Rajh  in  his  Judgment,  foolijh  in  his  Wit ; 

Void  of  all  Care ,  and  defiitute  of  Grace, 

V ain  in  his  Air,  fantajiick  in  his  Drefs  : 

In  Talk,  contentious,  when  /  r ovoid,  a  Bear , 

Fickle  in  Love,  a  Tyrant  to  the  Fair  : 

Hot  in  Purfuit  of  all  his  fond  Defines, 

Makes  vigorous  Onfets,  tho ’  he  quickly  tires  : 

Efieems  no  Merit,  but  the  IV orth  that  dwells 
hi  fame  Fenced s  Hands,  or  Danced s  Heeds  : 

In  Night  Adventures  does  his  Courage  Jhew, 

And Jiicks  at  nothing  that  a  Rake  can' do  : 

Kicks  Whores,  breaks  Windows ,  bullies  vs  here  he  may , 
Revels  all  Nigbt,  and  dozes  half  the  Day  : 

Glories  in  all  his  Madnejs ,  to  his  Shame, 

-  Till  Age,  Pox,  Want,  or  Wedlock  snakes  him  tame* 

So  the  young  fiery  Colt,  not  broke  in  Time, 

Continues  Headflrong,  dill  heJs  pafi  his  Prime  : 

A  thoufand  wanton  jadifh  Tricks  will  play. 

Start  from  the  Track,  and  plow  the  ?niry  Way  ; 

Rend  his  firong  Harnefs,  from  his  Traces  fly , 

And  with  exalted  Heels  the  Whip  defy : 

No  Load  behind  his  ftrenuous  Shoulders  take. 

No  Rider  bear,  or  Saddle  on  his  Back  : 

But  young  and  pampedd,  will  the  Thong  defgife , 

And  on  his  hinder  Feet  in  Triumph  rife  ; 

Till  Poverty  and  Age  his  Rigour  wafie. 

Stiffen  his  Limbs,  and  tame  the  vitious  Beafi  ,v 
let  fill,  by  fits  and farts,  he'll  jadfh  be, 

.  Thd  patient  grown  thro'  mere  NeceJJuy . 
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So  headjirong  Man,  that  Races  away  his  Youth 9 
Vndifcipliri d  in  Virtue ,  and  in  Truth  ; 
i  hough  Age  reforms  him,  yet  he  fill  retains 
Some  Tin  dure  of  his  Lufis,  whilft  Life  remains . 

When  this  juvenile  Society  of  mad  Libertines  had, 
by  Vertue  of  the  Bottle,  given  a  further  Spur  to  their 
wicked  Difpofitions,  which  were  before  unbridled  t 
Then  a  fulfome  Repetition  of  all  their  bawdy  Obfceni- 
ties,  lufeious  Intrigues,  drunken  Rencounters,  and  a~ 
morous Adventures, were  their  principal  Diverfions,  that 
they  might  vie  Wickedneis  with  one  another,  and  va¬ 
lue  themfelves  the  more  upon  thofe  rnonflrous  Inhu¬ 
manities,  which  were  infamoufly  fcandalous,  as  if  the 
Rakes  had  a  Notion  that  their  Reputations  ought  to  be 
meafur’d  by  the  Daringnefs  cf  their  Sins,  and  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  their  Vices.  One  would  pluck  out  an  alphabeti¬ 
cal  Pocket-book,  where  he  had  regifter’d  the  Names  of 
all  the  loofe  Ladies  that  ever  had  oblig’d  him,  lince 
his  hrfl  Knowledge  of  the  pleafmg  Difference  between 
a  Woman’s  Honour  and  a  Cart-wheel,  having  fairly  en¬ 
ter’d  his  whole  Catalogue  of  Punks,  from  Madam^Mva 
down  to  Oyfter  Moll ;  which  was  chiefly  read,  that  the 
Company  might  make  their  merry  Obfervation,  how 
the  A’s  and  the  M’s  wore  more 'flourinv  Letters  than  all 
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the  red  of  the  Alphabet.  Another  would  be  plucking 
out  a  Tortoifefhell  Patch-box,  full  of  divers  colour’d 
Reliques,  that  had  been  faithfully  colledled  from  the 
fubl unary  Banks  of  the  feveral  deep  Water^Courfes, 
wherein  he  had  been  dabbling,  pretending  to  difeover 
the  fundry  Difpofitions  of  his  many  Miflreffes,  by  the 
different  Crookednefs  of  each  irregular  Fangle  he  had 
clandeftinely  taken  from  their  cornigerous  Premises.  A 
third  would  be  boafling  how  many  Fans,  Mafks,  Rings, 
Pendants,  and  Necklaces,  he  had  brought  off  as  Tro¬ 
phies  of  the  many  Vi&ories  he  had  valiantly  obtain’d 
over  his  Punks  and  Paramours,  and  how  he  us’d  to  rifle 
his  old  Cafl-offs  of  their  finful  Ornaments,  toTet  up  a 
new  Face  that  better  defer v’d  them,  and  as  Toon  as  tir’d 
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would  ferve  her  the  fame  Sauce,  to  add  freih  Charms  to 
her  next  Succeffor.  A  fourth  would  be  vaunting  of  his 
drunken  Conquefts,  how  many  Bottles  he  had  guzzled 
at  a  fitting,  and  what  inebrious  Victims  he  had  knock’d 
down  with  Bumpers  into  their  own  Spew.  A  fifth, 
would  be  magnifying  his  own  ready  Wit,  in  oftenta- 
tioufly  telling  how  he  had  banter’d  a  Parfon  out  of  all 
his  Divinity,  a  ftanch  Puritan  out  of  his  primitive  Ho- 
linefs,  and  prattled  a  pretty  young  Quaker  out  of  her 
ftarch’d  Virginity.  A  fixth  would  be  rattling  of  his 
Claps  and  his  Doctors,  and  declare  himfelf  Father  of 
as  many  Baftards  as  ever  Solomon  had  Concubines,  not¬ 
withstanding  he  had  taken  as  many  of  Saffold* s  Pills, 
as  would  have  furnifh’d  a  Mountebank  far  a  journey 
to  Pori/mouth,  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Fleet,  when  fait 
Beef  and  fait  Bitches  had  made  one  half  of  the  Seamen 
fick  of  the  Pox,  and  the  other  cf  the  Scurvy.  Thus 
every  one  would  endeavour  to  be  as  wickedly  divert¬ 
ing  as  his  Tutor  Old  Nick,  and  his  own  apt  Genius 
would  give  him  Leave,  till  they  were  drunk,  and  mad 
enough  to  ftrole  from  the  Tavern  into  the  Streets  at 
Midnight,  and  then  Hey-boys  for  fcouring  the  Watch, 
battering  their  Lanthorns,  knocking  up  their  Whores, 
breaking  Bawdy-houfe' Windows,  or  any  other  Mifchref 
that  happen’d  in  their  Way,  if  it  was  but  agreeable  to. 
that  whimfical  Rudenefs,  which  the  Wine  and  the  De¬ 
vil  had  mutually  infus’d  into  their  crazy  Noddles. 

After  this  frantic  Manner  they  carry ’d  on  their  Re¬ 
vels  for  fome  Time,  till  fome  of  the  Hunters,  meeting 
with  their  Match,  happen'd  to  be  kill’d  in  the  Chafe. 
Others  drivelling  away  their  Lives  into  Clofe-ftools  and 
Spitting-pots ;  and  the  Army  and  the  Navy  robbing 
the  Gallows  of  the  reft :  So  that  the  Club  broke  firft, 
and  the  Tavern  foon  afterwards ;  and  thus  the  Town 
got  purg’d  ol"  fo  infamous  a  Crew,  who  were  only  fit 
Inhabitants  for  fuqh  a  frantick  Nation,  where  Piety  is 
held  a  Crime,  Swearing  an  Accomplishment,  and 
Drunkennefs  a  Virtue,  and  where  the  Men  are  all 
mad,  and  the  Women  common  Strumpets* 

Th 


?! 


The  Man-Hunters  Club , 

9  Tis  ft  range  a  Cbrifian  Country,  where 
The  Laws  Jo  good  and  wholefome  are  ; 
Where  Learning  has  for  Ages  flour  if o9d. 
And  e  ery  ufleflul  Art  been  nourijV  a  ; 

Where  Virtue,  Piety,  and  Gr  ce, 

Are  rooted  deep,  andfpring  apace  ; 

Where  true  Religion  does  confound , 

And flrike  bold  Atheifin  to  the  Gioimd : 
Where  Juft  ice,  Hone  fly,  and  Money, 

(A onflow  like  Canaan' s  Milk  and  Honey,  ; 
That  fluch  a  Land Jhould Jhew  a  Race 
Oft  Libertines  Jo  lewd  and  baj'e, 

9  Pis  wonderful ;  but  yet  we  know , 

That  Tares  among  the  Corn  will  grow  ; 
Nor  can  the  bejl  oft  Soils  he  freed 
From  yielding  here  and  there  a  hided : 

'J  he  cleaneft  Garden  ne'er  was  found 
Without  feme  Vermin  hi  the  Ground : 
Where  the  ?noft  noble  Fruits  are  planted. 
The  Trees  will  be  by  Maggets  haunted ; 

So  that  in  Country ,  Town,  or  Place , 

That  happens  to  abound  in  Grace, 

Old  Nick  will  raifle  his  wicked  Plants s 
\ l  o  njex  and  Jcandalize  the  Saints. 

Therefore,  althd  we  find  a  Brood 
Of  wicked  Sons  among  the  Good, 

E'en  let's  fufpend  our  Admiration, 
dill  He aNn  has  prun'd  our  pious  Nation, 
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THIS  acute  Society  of  Northern  Tikes  was  held 
at  one  of  their  Countrymen’s  Houles  in  the 
Rounds  in  Smithfield,  upon  every  Market-Day  ;  that, 
by  confulting  one  another,  they  might  be  the  better 
able  to  exercife  their  Cunning  in  this  Southern  Air, 
and  maintain  that  Charafter  they  have  juftly  deferVd 
from  the  credulous  Rubbles  of  this  half-witted  City* 
whofe  unpolifh’d  Cocknies  play  the  Knave  fo  fooliih- 
]y,  as  if  they  had  never  travelled  farther  North  than 
Barnet ,  or  St.  Alban’s*  The  mold  fiouriihing  Members 
among  the  Razor-mettled  Blades  of  this  Catch-penny 
Society,  were  Needle-pointed  Inn- keepers,  Nick  and 
Froth  Victuallers,  honed  Horfe-Courfers,  and  pious 
Yorhjhire  Attornies ;  the  reft  good  harmlefs  Mafter 
Hoftlers,  who  us’d  to  meafure  their  Oats  with  the  Bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Peck  upwards,  and  two  or  three  innocent 
Farriers,  who  had  worm’d  their  Mafters  out  of  their 
Shops,  and  them  (elves  into  their  Buftnefs.  When  they 
were  met  together  in  their  Room  next  the  Market,  all 
ground  as  (harp  as  the  Knives  and  Sciftars  in  a  Cut¬ 
ler’s  Shop,  Horfe-Flefh,  for  certain,  was  the  firft  Sub- 
jedl  that  was  ftarted  in  the  Company  ;  and  blind  Eyes, 
Spavins,  Founders,  and  Malenders,  the  never-failing 
Concomitants  that  were  interwoven  with  their  Dif- 
courfes.  One  perhaps  had  an  old  batter’d  Jade  ftufF’d 
up  with  hot  Grains  and  Mafhes,  curry’d  up  to  cheat 
fome  London  Shop-keeper  that  wants  an  out-fide  Bead 
to  carry  his  Wife  in  Triumph  to  Dut<wkh-Wells  or  Fp- 
fom9  that  his  Horns  may  be  new  tipp’d  againft  the  next 
Winter.  Another  furnifbes  the  Market  with  an  old 
crippled  Hunter,  in  order  to  cozen  fome  Merchant’s 
prodigal  Apprentice,  that  he  may  have  the  Honour  to 
halt  after  my  Lord  Mayor’s  Hounds  upon  the  uneafy 
Back'd  his  two  or  three  leg’d  GaJ!oper*.or Tituo  down 
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to  Hackney- Marjh  to  lofe  his  Money  like  a  Fool  at  a 
Crimp-Horfe-match.  A  third,  it  may  be,  has  a  Boy- 
rider  upon  a  dimfighted  Pony,  a  little  higher  than  a 
Bear-Dog,  hoping  that  her  eafy  Ambie  may  tempt  fome 
young  Citizen  to  buy  the  pretty  Creature  for  the  Ufe 
of  his  Miilrefs,  that  he  may  carry  fome  little  Crack  out 
of  Exchange- Alley  to  fee  Windfcr-Caftle ,  without  galling 
the  Premifes,  that  fhe  need  not  be  fhy  of  imparting  her 
Favours,  for  fear  the  Pain  fhould  be  greater  than  the 
Pleafure.  A  fourth,  with  a  poor  Ihoulder  flip’d,  *  or 
broken  winded  Hack,  juftfet  upon  his  Legs,  for  the 
Market  Day,  by  a  little  Northern  Horfe-Do&orfnip, 
that  fome  Cockney  Ale-Houfe-Keeper,  who  lets  out 
dull  Jades  for  fifteen  pence  a  Side,  may  be  cozen’d  out 
of  three  or  four  Pounds  of  his  Brewer’s  Money.  A 
fifth,  with  a  blundering  fat  Gelding,  between  a  Coach 
and  a  Saddle,  with  a  Dutch  Dock,  and  Buttocks  near 
as  flrong  as  an  Elephant’s,  in  Order  to  cheat  fome  of 
his  Majefty’s  new  Captains,  by  felling  him  into  the 
Service.  A  fixth,  perhaps  with  an  odd  pacing  Coach- 
Y4  Horfe,  of  a  forrel  Colour,  fit  for  the  little  grave  Cha- 
^  xiot  of  any  Phyfician  that  can  match  'him  ;  or  for  a 
Rope  Dancer  to  ride  upon  after  a  travelling  Mounte¬ 
bank.  A  feventh  with  a  finking  Pads  under  the  Size 
of  fourteen  Hands,  as  merry  as  a  young  Midwife,  yet  as 
gentle  as  an  old  Cuckold,  fit  for  any  Court  Leacher  to 
prefent  to  a  kept  Mifirefs.  Thus  every  one  turns  Jockey 
m  fome  Meafure  or  other  ;  and  feldom  fail  upon  their 
Club-Day,  to  have  their  Scrubs,  Jades,  and  Hobbies, 
fcovvejing  round  the  Market,  and  when  theRider  brings 
a  Chap,  tho’  the  batter’d  Beafi  has  as  many  Faults  as  a 
rigid  Fanatjck  is  able  to  find  in  the  Church  Liturgy, 
and  is  fcarce  fo  found  as  an  over  ridden Strumpet,yet  the 
friendly  Society  are  fo  ready  to  fvvear  one  for  another, 
tjiat  they’ll  warrant  a  lameHorfe  to  have  as  foundLtmbs 
as  ever  ran  upon  New  Market  Heath  ;  and  a  blind  Jade 
to  have  as  good  Eyes  as  Sir  William  Ready  the  Oculilh 
When  they  difcover  at  theWindow,  where  they  fit  upon 
the  Watch*  "  any  likely  Bubble  hankering  about  any  of 
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their  Tits,  then  down  fteps.  a  Member,  and,  to  raiih 
the  Price,  takes  a  wonderful  liking  to  the  fame  Beal?, 
bid?  more  than  he  is  worth  before  the  other's  Face, on 
Purpofe  to  fpur  on  the  Chap,  and  to  make  him  the 
more  fond  of  being  confoundedly  cheated  ;  for  as  cer¬ 
tain  as  he  deals  with  a  Tor kf hire  Jockey,  if  he  wants 
Judgment,  and  puts  his  Confidence  in  the  Honefly  of 
the  Tike,  he  need  not  doubt  of  having  fuilicient  Caufe 
to  curfe  his  Bargain,  and  to  blame  hinjfelf  for  a  Fool, 
as  much  as  the  other  for  a  Knave. 

When  the  Bufnefs  of  the  Day  is  pretty  well  over, 
and  every  cunning  Member  has  top'd  his  Jade  upon 
fome  Bubble  or  other ;  and  thofe  who  wanted,  hare 


fnrmfh’d  their  Stables,  by  tricking  and  fwopping,  with 
better  Horfe-Flefh  than  what  they Ve  parted  with,  then 
the  Yorkibire  Stingo  is  pu fil'd  brifkly  about,  and  every 
one,  o’er  his  Cups,  begins  merrily  to  expatiate  upon 
the  Windgafes  and  Infirmities  of  the  feveral  dull  Ann 


their  Hogs,  to  fuch  a  Market,  till  at  length  the  Liquor 
getting  into  their  Noddles,  makes  them  change  their 
Dilcourfe,  and  then,  like  Whores  at  a  Buttock-Ball, 
they  begin  to  vie  H  onefty  one  with  another,  as  if  they 
thought  it  a  Scandal  to  their  Country  to  have  a  Knave 
among#  them  ;  now  the  Healths  of  my  Lord  Sharp  of 
Halifax ,  Sir  Thomas  Notable  of  Auldborougb ,  and  the 
worthy  Efquire  QutftvAt)  of  Skip  ton  upon  Craven.,  and 
the  re#  of  the  hone#  Gentlemen  in  all  the  Ridings  in 
York/hire,  are  bowl’d  about  the  Company,  till  their  tank! 
Faces  begin  to  look  of  a  nifty  red,  like  their  Marflemas 
Hung-Beef,  or  their  worfe  Bacon  :  Then  they  begin  to 
rattle,  and  fall  foul  upon  one  another’s  Pedigrees,  and, 
after  a  bantering  Manner,  to  upbraid  their  own  Bre¬ 
thren  with  their  Pack-horfe  Journies,  and  pennilefs  long 
'Walks,  out  of  a  fharp  Air  into  a  thriving  Climate*  Marry*, 
cries  one  to  his  next  Brother,  you  have  thriven  vcell,  to 
Hie  from  liquoring  farriers  dirty  Boots%  to  he  the  proud 
Landlord  of  the  heft  Inn  in  Smithfield.  Marry,  that's 
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nought ,  replies  the  angry  Hok,  H  did  not  rob  my  Fat  far 
of  his  Bridle ,  my  Uncle  of  his  Boots ,  and  my  Brother  of 
his  Spurs ,  and  then  fteal  a  Horfe  from  my  next  Neighbour 
to  bring  me  to  London,  there  Jell  him  for  Money  to  buy'  a 
clean  Shirt ,  a  nenv  Frock,  and  a  Stable  Broom  to  fweep 
an  Inn-Yard for  fat  Scraps  and  the  Bottoms  of  Mugs ,  till 
you  got  in  to  be  the  Hoftler ,  und  from  thence  rais'd  your - 
felf  by  fealing  of  Oats ,  till  you  were  able  to  lay  don.cn 
the  Dunk-fork  and  Curry-comb,  and  to  make yourfelf  Majler 
of  a  topping  ViBualling-  houfe.  By  the  Mafs,  cries  a  fat 
Attorney  to  a  Weather-beaten  Horfe-courfer,  Times  are 
well  mended  with  you ,  fi nee  your  Mother  us'd  to  fend  you 
to  Mr •  Frampton’j  Stables,  to  pick  the  Oates  out  of  the 
HorJ'e- dim g ,  to  make  Oatmeal  Puddings  for  your  Father 
again f  he  came  Home  from  Sheep-f easing*  Marry  hang 

you,  replies  the  jockey,  how  many  times  has  your  Mother 
fent  you,  when  a  little  fninjelling  Baflard,  to  pick  the  Wool 
off  other  Peoples  Hedges  for  your  Sifer  to  knit  Night-caps  of 
for  the  old  Cuckold  your  Father  ?  Thus,  when  in  their 
Cups,  they  fit  bantering  one  another,  between  Jek  and 
Earneft,  till,  with  much  Talk,  and  much  Liquor,  their 
Tongues  and  their  Legs,  but  not  their  Cunning,  begin 
to  fail  ’em  :  Then  away  reels  a  Horfe-Courfer  in  his 
Iron-grey  Coat  and  flapping  Hat,  with  his  long  Swich, 
difguis’d,  on  purpofe,  like  a  Country  Putt,  the  better  to 
play  his  Knaves  Tricks  the  more  unfufpefted  upon  the 
Market-Day  ;  after  him  an  Attorney  in  his  Weather- 
beaten  Wig,  with  his  Tun-belly  hoop’d  round  with  a 
Horfe  man’s  Belt,  for  Fear  the  Weight  of  his  Guts 
fhould  break  the  Waikband  of  his  Breeches ;  after  him 
a  Fukian  Frock’d  Ale-houfe-keeper,  with  a  freckled 
Face  like  a  Scotch  Pedlar,  very  prim  about  the  Noddle, 
with  his  bell  Hat  upon  his  Flaxen  Bob,  but  his  Coat  a 
little  diferedited  behind  with  the  Mark  of  his  Apron- 
feings,  which  leave  a  Seam  in  his  Back,  as  if  he  had 
been  cut  in  two,  and  afterwards  flitch’d  together  again ; 
next  him  an  Inn-keeper  in  his  Plate-button’d  Sute, 
with  his  Trumpeters  Cheeks  and  Flemijh  Buttocks, 
giving  Precedency  to  the  Victualler,  becaufe.  Church- 
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Warden  of  his  Parifh  ;  next  him  a  hilly  Maher  Heftier 
in  his  fur  Cap,  his  own  lank  Hair,  and  a  white  Apron, 
to  which  an  H oilier,  the’  he  frequently  wears  one,  has 
.but  little  Title,  except  he  defigns  it  for  a  Muckendei' 
to  wipe  the  driveling  Noftrils  of  his  gl ander’d  Horfes ; 
after  thefe  a  fvveaty  Crew  of  Tag-Rag,  and  Bob-Tail  , 
who,  as  yet,  have  not  had  the  lucky  Opportunity  of 
feathering  their  Neils,  and  are  therefore  forc’d,  upon  alf 
Occasions,  to  lye  and  fwear  for  the  red  of  their  Coun¬ 
trymen,  till  they  can  better  their  Fortunes,  and  do'  the 
fame  for  themfelyes  to  their  own  peculiar  Advantage, 
Thus. when  their  Bellies  are  full,  they  all  blunder  down 
Stairs,  from  the  rich  prosperous  Knave*  to  tide 'poor 
clouted  Underrtrapper,  and  without  Side  the  Gronndfd 
mutually  take  Leave  of  one  another,  and  fb  ftagger 
Home  to  their  Inns,  Bars  and  Stables,  to  exercife  their 
Cunning  till  their  next  merry  Meeting. 


Thus  fome  from  Cart ,  and  feme  from  Plough, 
And  fame  from  living  God  knows  how. 

Wrapt  up  in  Jhrinking  Cloth  to  hide , 

And  keep  their  Knavery  warm  be  fids* 

With  brawny  Buttocks ,  cas’d  with  Leather , 
And  Lat chets  if  d  with  Thongs  together , 
j Fly  from  their  Northern!  hungry  Air , 

To  quit  Oat-Bread  for  better  Fare . 

As  Rooks  forfake  the  barren  Ground \ 

For  Fields  where  fanding  Corn  is  founds 
Or  from  the  Hills  their  Wings  expand. 

To  trefpafs  on  the  new-j own  Land, 

So  Norther?!  Tikes ,  to  few  their  Wit f  "  ‘ 

Their  native  FEgypt  gladly  quit , 

For  happy  Canaan’/  Milk  and  Honey , 

Or  what’s  as  good ;  that  is  our  Money . 


Some  on  exalted  Runlets  ride 
To  Town,  as  Bacchus  does,  afiridc , 
And  Jit  a  Story  high,  at  leaf , 

.  .  ^  Above  the  Carrier's 'groaning  Bead  ; 
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So  thafe  who  have  their  dear  eft  Friends ? 

C1  o  crofs  the  Main  for  noble  Ends , 

Mounted  on  Quarter  Deck  they  ftand \ 

■ in  Triumph  quit  their  native  Land \ 

Some  Tikes  on  Gennets  make  their  Way, 
Borrow'd  by  Night  from  Grafs  or  Hay  ; 
And  when  in  London,  where ,  unknown > 
One  Brute  fells  t'other  as  his  own ; 

And  thus  each  Rider's  Horfe  or  Mare , 

The  Charges  of  the  Journey  bear  ; 

So  Men ,  tho'  prejs'd  to  leave  the  Nation , 
Are  forc'd  to  pay  their  Tranfportation  $ 

And  Ladies ,  when  their  Beaus  beftride  'em, 
Are  glad  to  oft  treat  ihofe  that  ride  'em. 

Others  for  fake  their  North  Alodcs , 

To  beat  on  Foot  the  dufiy  Roads , 

And  in  their  Journey  take  the  Pains 
T v  pick  up  ftnaggling  Cocks  and  Hens  T 
But  ft  their  feather'd  Friends  deceive  'm? 
Then  humbly  begging  muft  relieve  'em, 

'  l  Hi  tir'd \  then  they  adirefs  fame  Hoft 
To  grant  an  Under  Heftier' s  P oft , 

Where ,  <  if  net  hinder'd  by  Difaftersy 
They  rife  Gradatim  till  they're  Mafters : 

So  cunning  Courtiers  oft  fupplani 
Others  by  Fraud,  whoje  Pow'r  they  want 
T hen ,  haughty  grown,  they  lord  it  o'er 
Thole  Perjons  they  obey'd  before. 
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THIS  heroic  Society  of  fantaftical  Bravadoes  was 
held  at  a  Nipperkin  Ale-Houfe  in  Baldwin  s 
Gardens,  and  compos’d  chiefly  of  Attorney’s  Clerks 
and  young  Shopkeepers,  whofe  juvenile  Prodigality, 
fuffering  their  whimfical  Fancies  to  loar  above  their 
Stations,  had  infe&ed  them  with  an  Itch  of  being 
thought  brave  Fellows,  tho’  an  angry  old  Woman 
arm’d  with  her  DiflafF,  would  have  been  able  to  have 
cudgel’d  the  whole  bluflering  Fraternity.  To  make 
themfelves  more  ridiculous,  their  Evening  Convreis 
was  kept  in  a  puhlick  Room,  at  a  feled  Table,  which 
was  carefully  obfervM  bygheir  Scotch  Landlord  for  the 
valliant  Members  of  this  heroick  Club.  Every  young 
Rattle,  upon  his  fed!  Admiflion,  being  honour’d ‘by  the 
refl  with  the  fwelling  Name  c-f  feme  victorious  Qafar, 
or  great  General ;  every  one  being  oblig’d,  under  a  cer¬ 
tain  Forfeiture,  to  falute  each  other  by  their  feveral 
Appellations,  which  they  had  thus,  proudly  afium’d  to 
flievv  their  ridiculous  Vanity;  and  becaufe  noneihould 
have  the  Honour  to  attend  them  but  Knight  Errantsy 
Champions,  and  Menfmgular  for  their,Fortitude.  The 
Mailer  of  the  Houfe  they  dubb’d  Don  Quixote  and  the 
Efquire,  his  Tapfler,  they  Nick-nam’d  Sancho  Banco  ; 
fo  that  when  the  Sham-Heroes  were  met  over  their  di~ 
minitive  Pewterkins  of  treakly  Hogwafh,  their  very 
Manner  of  calling  to  their  valliantAttendance  provok’d 
Laughter  among  all  the  Sitters-by,  who  were  indepen¬ 
dent  of  theirCompany  :  And  when  they  complemented 
one  another  in  killing  theEdges  of  their  Half  pint  Tan¬ 
kards,  and  prefenting  their  humble  Services  to  their 
heroic  Brethren.  Each  prodigal  Member  fainted  his 
brother  General  with  fuch  Angular  Formality,  that  they 
were  a  perfed  Farce  to  the  feveral  Companies,  that  fat 
at  other  Tables  to  obferve  the  Motions  of  thefe  Mock- 
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Bravadoes.  One  would  face  about  to  his  left  Hand 


Neighbour,  with  his  right  Hand  charg'd  with  a  brim¬ 
ming  Tankard,  crying,  Mo  ft  noble  Scipio,  the  Lome  and 
Friendfhip  cf  a  Soldier  to  you.  \ The  L hanks  of  a  Brother 
to  try  -■ valiant  f  riend  Hannibal,  whom  I  cannot  but  va~ 
Luc,  though  1  had  the  Honour  to  conquer.  Moft  vidlorioth 
Alexander,  my  Service  to  you,  cries  another  ;  thank  you, 
my  moft  generous  Adverfary ,  Darius,  whom  /  loVe,  thd 
J  have  beaten ,  replies  the  Grecian  Heroe.  My  Refpefts 
to  you,  brave  Carlitr,  cries  his  Roman  Qppofite,  remem* 
teeing  the  Battle  of  Pharfalia.  ■  7 hank  you,  nolle  Pom  peg, 
replies  the  proud  Conqueror,  1  think  I  gave  you  enough 
in  Spite  of  all  your  Conduit.  Pyrrhus,  herds  to  you,  cries 
his  Roman  Adverfary,  remembering  the  Cabbage  l  was 
cooking  in  my  Lent,  when  you  fent  an  Afs  laden  with  Gold 
to  tempt  me  to  betray  my  Army  ;  and  afterwards,  like  a 
poor fpirit ted  Prince,  fent  your  Phyfician  to  f  often  me  % 
but  I  was  too  cunning  to  be  catch' d,  in  Spite  of  all  your 
Stratagems.  Thank 'you,  honeft  Fabricius,  repl  ies-  the 
Grecian  General,  1  confefs  you  did  maul  me  that  Bout ; 
but  I  think  you  was  never  the  wfter for  re  fifing  your  Share 
tf  the  Spoils,  when  your  Family  was  jo  Needy ,  that  your 
Daughters  Portions  were  forc'd  to  he  paid  out  of  the  f  ttb~ 
lick  T reafure.  No  Matter  for  that ,  cries  the  cruity  Heroe, 
1  had  more  Honour  by  that  Action  than  ever  was  won  at 


Blenheim.  Thus  they  us'd  to  fahtte  each  other,  and 
confabulate  as  formerly  ;  as  if  they  had  been  fo  many 
bufkin’d  Heroes  belonging  to  the  Play-houfe,  met  to¬ 
gether,  over  their  Ale,  to  rehearfe  a  Tragedy,  in  order 
to  be  perfect  again#  the  iucceeding  Night,  whilll  the 
Sitters-bv,  between  their  Blufhes  and  thei-r  Laughter, 
were  ready  to  let  fly  their  laxative  Ale  at  the  lower 
End,  to  hear  the  Folly  and  Vanity  of  the  proud  af¬ 
fected  Worthies,  whole  unfledg’d  Countenances  made 
Nm  more  fit  for  the  School-Boy  Exereifes  of  Trap- 
Ball  and  Prifon-Bafe,  than  to  form  a  Society,  Spe¬ 
cially  of  Heroes,  in  a  publick  Derby  Ale-houie,  where 
a  Parcel  of  grave  old  Sots  meet  to  tell  old  Stories, 
and  young  ones  come  to  hear  them* 


Should 
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Should  the  dead  Worthies  from  the  Grave  arife , 
Shake  off  their  Rif,  and  ops  their  drowjy  Eyes , 
And  find  their  Glories,  hy  the  Sword  obtain'd. 
Sully' d  by  Blockheads ,  and  by  Boys  profan  d, 
they'd  rend  their  Bujkins,  and  their  Helmets  tare , 
Renounce  their  Shields,  and  curfe  their  Roils  of  Wt 


No  more  with  Blood  manure  the  dufty  Plain 9 
But  gaze  upon  their  Lawrels  with  Difdain , 

To  fee  thofe  v alii ant  Actions  they  have  done, 

The  Kingdoms  they've  fubdiid,  the  Battles  won. 
The  beauteous  Captives,  and  the  wealthy  Spoils, 
‘7  hef  ve brought  from  foreign  Courts,  and  difi ant 


Tj 


Now  ridicul'd  by  thofe,  whofe  callow  Tears 
Have  ne'er  been  difpojjeft  of  bcyijh  Fears, 

But  want  e'en  Courage  to  attack  Love's  Fort , 
Which  when  ' tis  taken,  yields  fuch  pleafing  Sport  y 
Tho'  only  Linnen-Walls  the  Place  fecure , 

And feeble  W 7man  guards  the  joyful  Door, , 

Unable  both  to  fland  againfi  a  Storm, 

Made  by  a  genrous  Foe,  that's  bold  and  warm y  * 


Therefore  how  wild  and  filly  mufi  it_  prove* 

Jn  thofe  who' re  Cowards  in  Attacks  of  Love, 

And  when,  perhaps ,  invited,  fear  to  draw 
God  Cupid’ s  Sword,  thd  back'd  by  Nature' s  Law-, 
To  thus  expofe  the  Characters  and  Names, 

Sully  the  Lawrels,  and  eclipje  the  Fames 
Of  Worthies  dead,  whofe  Actions  ought  to  he 
The  brave  Examples  of  P  of  erity , 

But 9 tis,  alafs ,  Youth's  V Unity  to  think  , 

Themfelves  undaunted  Heroes  o'er  their  Drink, 

And  to  conceit  that  they're  as  wifi  and  brave 
As  thofe  whofe  Lawrels  bloffom  in  the  Grave  ; 

Tho'  jhould  they  o?ice  the  dufly  Plains ■  behold. 

Where  Lives  for  little  Pay  are  bought  and fid, 

E  c 


82  ’The  Mock -Heroes  Club, 

And  ‘where  fwift  leaden  Mefjengers  of  Fate 
Make  no  Diftineiicn  ’ t*wixt  the  Poor  and  Great > 

\ 1  hefdfiy  the  Danger ,  ftand  a  Dijtance  off. 

And  reference  that  Valour  now  they  fcofj ; 

Tremble  to  fee  the  Brave  their  Ground  maintain , 

And  honour  thofe  whofe  Names  they  ncvj  prop  heme* 

So  have  I  heard  rajh  Coxcombs  ridicule 
This  Gedral for  a  Coward,  that  a  Fool ; 

And  o* er  their  Ninny-Broth  pretend  to  jhevj 
How  easily  Sweden  may  the  Czar  fuhdue  : 

But  nmuld  ihefe  Heroes  ferve  hut  one  Campaign? 

Beneath  thofe  Gen* rah  they  Jo  much  condemn 9 
View  their  Fatigues  and  Conduct?  they'd  adore 
.  Thofe  valiant  Leaders  they  reproach'd  before . 

No  fooner  had  our  buithonry  Heroes  done  pleafing 
one  another  with  their  Battles  of  Canada  and  Fharfalia, 
their  Sieges  of  Troy,  Babylon,  and  Jerufalem ,  with  as 
much  Arrogance,  as  if  they  had  been  the  very  defunCl 
Worthies  rifen  from  their  Graves,  who  had  been  real 
Commanders  in  the  former  Expeditions,  and  that  they 
had  made  an  Elopement  from  their  fubterranean  Grot¬ 
to’s,  to  remind  the  World  of  all  their  pait  Adventures  > 
but  our  Grecian  and  Roman  Reprefen tatives  would  be 
apt  to  forget  themfelves  over  their  ftupifying  Wort, 
and  revolt  from  their  princely  Characters  after  fo  comi¬ 
cal  a  Manner,  that  the  mechanick  Dolthead,  and  the 
Scribere  cum  Dq/ho ,  would  {hew  themfelves  in  Spite  pf 
all  their  fan taftical  Bravery,  and  thundering  counterfeit 
TidinCtions  :  So  that  the  noble  Julius  Cafar ,  when 
grown  almoft  boozy  with  a  Repetition  of  his  Nipper- 
kin,  would  lay  adde  his  Battles,  and  drop  into  a  nota¬ 
ble  Story  of  robbing  his  Grandmother’s  Orchard,  and 
what  a  devilifh  Fall  he  had.  Head  and  Shoulders  to 
the  Ground,  off  the  Bergamy  Pear-tree,  and  how  fadly 
he  was  whipp’d  at  School  for  hazarding  his  Neck  fo 
fooliihly.  The  great  Hannibal,  to  fhew  himfelf confor¬ 
mable,  would  betray  his  Courage  at  once,  by  declaring 
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to  the  Company  how  fadly  he  was  beaten,  when  a  great 
Boy,  by  an  angry  Turky-Ccck.  The  famous  Roman 
Scipio,  forgetful  of  his  Fortitude,  would  up  with  a  la¬ 
mentable  Tale  how  terribly  he  was  frighted  by  the  Par- 
fons  pyM  Bull,  in  eroding  the  Church-yard  to  fetch 
his  Mother  a  Pennyworth  of  Do&or  Dumbleton’s  Aqua 
Vit'-e.  The  unfortunate  Pyrrhus ,  quite  thoughtlefs  of 
the  Pantile  that  crack’d  his  Crown  at  Argos  +  would  be 
fhewing  his  Conduft  in  robbing  Hen-Roods,  and  how 
he  us’d  to  cheat  the  Weazel  by  fucking  the  Eggs.  And 
honed  Fabricius ,  having  digeded  his  Cabbager,  wou-si 
dwindle  from  his  Integrity,  and  divert  his  Brother  He¬ 
roes  with  a  tedious  Story  of  his  catching  Ducks  with 
long  Lines  and  Fifh-hooks,  baited  with  young  Frogs, 
or  Bits  of  Hackney  Turnips.  Thus  one  Half-hour  they 
would  be  ratling  of  their  Battles,  Stratagems  and  Sieges*, 
like  vi&orious  Generals,  and  theft  ramble  out  of  their 
herokk  Rhapfodies  into  their  School-boy  Adventures* 
and  the  unlucky  Tranfadlkms  of  their  greener  Years  ? 
and  from  thence  into  their  Love  Intrigues  with  their 
MidrefTes  Chamber-maids,  when  they  were  Clerks  and 
Apprentices  ;  that  they  were  as  good  a  Farce  to  the 
red  of  the  Cudomers,  as  ever  was  acted  upon  WmdwilT, 
Hill  by  Mrs.  Mims’s  fwprn  Comedians.  And  that  the 
Reader  may  be  diverted  with  &  Dramatis  Per/ona*  of  the 
Fools  in  the  Play,  for  their  better  Information  I  have 
here  inferted  it. 

Ceefar  quod  Damnum,  a  young  Attorney. 

Julius  Fondlepunk,  a  Student  at  Law. 

Antonins  Coppynvell,  a  Counfellor’s  Clerk. 

Maxim  inns  Midnight ,  a  young  Curd  tor. 

Hannibal  Spat  tie,  a  pert  Apothecary. 

Fabricius  Block,  a  Perri wig-maker. 

Scipio  Fippery ,  a  Milliner. 

Aiignftus  Thimble,  a  Taylor. 

Alexander  Bounce,  a  Fencing-mader. 

Pompey  Rhomboids,  a  young  Mathematician* 

Darius  Scribble-Tony,  a  writing  Stationer.  * 

E  6  Caligula 
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CalliguJa  Chantwell,  a  Singing  Spunger. 

Ninus  Lackwity  a  young  extravagant  Heir, 

Valerius  Drinkwater ,  a  Hackney-writer. 

Croolz  d-hack  Richard ,  a  deform’d  Beau. 

Clarrntius  Blazon,  a  young  Herald. 

The  fird  Part  of  their  Names  were  mod  honourably 
confer’d  upon  themfelves  by  the  whimdcal  Majority  of 
their  heroick  Aifembly  ;  but  the  other  additional  Did 
tin&ions  were  adapted  by  a  Gentleman  who  frequented 
The  Houle,  in  order  to  make  their  fantadical  Society  the 
more  ridiculous :  For  they  were  not  only  (o  vain  and 
foolifh  to  Nick-name  one  another,  during  the  Time  of 
them  Club,  but  whenever  they  met,  would  falute  each 
other,  in  all  Companies,  by  their  heroick  Titles ;  or  if 
they  came  into  the  Houfe  at  any  other  Time,  one  would 
be  a  Iking  at  the  Bar,  whether  Julius  Ccefar  had  been 
there  to  Day  ;  another,  for  Ha?inihal,  or  Scipio  .5  fo 
that  in  a  few  Months  their  Lordihips,  Excellencies,  and 
Majedies,  became  fuch  publick  Laughing-docks  to  all 
the  other  Gentlemen  who  were  accudom’d  to  the  Houfe, 
that  they  were  made  the  common  Banter  of  every  jo¬ 
cular  Fuddle-cap,  who  had  a  Mind  to  make  himfelf 
merry  over  his  Nipperkins  of  Ale  :  So  that  fame /of 
the  leading  Generals  of  the  martial  Community,  taking 
it  in  great  Dudgeon,  that  their  magnanimous  High  and 
MightinefTes  fhould.be  made  the  S cod' of  every  boozy 
Jack-a-dandy,  withdrew  themfelves  not  only  from  the 
red  of  their  Brother  Heroes,  but  forlbok  the  Place  of 
their  Rendezvous,  to  betake  themfelves  to  a  Houfe 
where  the  Company  that  us’d  it  diould  know  better 
than  to  make  a  Mock  of  Merit,  or  to  didurb  the  Peace 
and  Serenity  of  fuch  an  augud  Aiiembly  :  So  that 
when  the  greated  Ceefars  had  once  made  their  Retreat, 
the  leifer  Bravadoes  thought  it  no  Difhonour  to  their 
unfpotted  Valour,  to  follow  the  wife  Example  of. their 
difgruntled  Leaders,  but  turn’d  their  Arfes,  in  Con¬ 
tempt,  upon  their  unmannerly  Oppofers,  and  bolted 
after  one  another,  like  a  Flock  of  Sheep  through,  a 
;  Hedge.' 
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Hedge-gap  after  their  daring  Ram  into  better  Padure ; 
upon  which  a  pleafant  Gentleman  who  had  frequent¬ 
ed  the  Houfe,  and  obferv’d  their  Motions,  thought  fit 
to  honour  the  offended  Worthies  with  the  following 
Farewel. 

And  have  the  Heroes  in  difguft  turnd  Tail 
Upon  fuch  get? roiis  Belch ,  fuch  noble  Ale , 

Thai  thus  infpird  them  in  Conceit  to  be 
Soldiers  and  Worthies  of  the  firfl  Degree  P 
Since  in  fuch  Dudgeon ,  they  are  thus  remov'd 
From  powerful  Ale ,  which  they  fo  dearly  lov'd) 

And  think  it  a  Di/honour  here  to  quaff. 

Be cauf c  the  Warriors  fee  us  Cowards  laugh  : 

E'en  let  the  Heroes  to  their  Homes  retreat , 

For  Fools  will  freer ,  when  fuch  a  Congrefs  meet » 

1  Mofco’s  Great  Czar,  who  vifted  our  Ifles, 

Altho 9  in  Cog  could  not  efcape  our  Smiles , 

But  was  the  common  Jefr  of  all  the  Town , 

Who  laugh'd  the  more  to  fee  the  Yyxaxit  frown  i 
Became  the  Scoff  of  e'ery  Lady  bright , 

Down  to  the  Punk  he  kifs'd fo  oft  one  Night ; 

Nor  coii  d  the  fam'd  Ben-Hameth  Phiz  efcape 
■  The  grinning  Manners  of  cur  Englifh  Frape  : 

Or  the  black  Ban  tom  fhew  his  frightful  Face 
In  London  Streets ,  or  any  pul  lick  Place,. 

But  he  was  feo  ff  d  and  flouted  by  a  Herd 
Of  V ul can's  Sons  with  Crock  and  Colly  fmeer'd* 

Why ,  then Jh Quid  our  Heroic  Worthies  Jhevu 
Their  Anger  at  cur  Smiles  ;  but  flitce  they  do. 

Let  brave  Quod  Damnum  to  the  Dejk  retire , 

There  verite  Pth'  Cold flx  Hours  without  a  Fire, 

Till  his  dock'd  Pen  fro?n  his  numb'd  Fingers  falls. 

And  his  warm  Breath  fupp lies  the  Want  of  Coals* 

Let  the  fa?rid  Julius  FondJepunk  decline 
Hi f  Studies.,  for  his  Fencers,  Whores,  and  Wine, 

>  :  Get 
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Get  drunk  o’er  Night  among  a  Rakijh  Grew, 

That  little  have  to  fay ,  and  lefs  to  do  ; 

T  hen  do%e  next  Morning ,  till Jo?ne  luftful  Dame 
Pats  with  her  Fan ,  to  cool  his  anirous  Flame . 

Let  great  Antonins  Copywell  ^  ty’d 
To  ingrofs  Jointures  for  each  weighty  Bride  ; 

And  on  the  lufcious  Tails  of  wanton  Jades , 

Tag  Settlements  be  fore  their  Beauty  fades  : 

And  lefi  the  Keeping- Cully  s  Mind Jhould  change , 

Or  fo me  new  Face  incline  the  Fool  to  range , 

Nod  o'er  his  P archmentfins  from  Noon  to  Noonr 
fo  fcrape  for  Expedition  when  he’ as  done . 

Let  Maxim irms  Midnight  mind  his  Scrawls ,  > 

And  locjely  fribble  quaint  Originals , 

Cover  his  Dejk  tnith  Swarms  of  ufelefs  Writs, 

Get  drunk  by  Starts ,  and  Bus’ nefs  mind  by  Fits  , 

From  Dice  to  Whoring *  thence  to  Wine  adjourn. 

And  thus  purfue  each  modijh  Vice  in  Turn , 

*7  hat  the  Rakes  Office  may  fecure  its  Fame, 

And  to  the  laf  fupport  its  ancient  Name . 

Let  Hannibal  his  Spat  tie  nimbly  ufe , 

And  P laifters  jpread  for  crippl’d  Whores  in  Stews 
Mix  naufeous  V omits ,  gilded  Pills  prepare , 

To  purge  both  Ends  of  the  dijiemper’d  Fair , 

And  to  extingidjh  thfife  V mcreal  Flames , 

Kindl’d  in  Rakes  by  over-heated  Da?nes , 

That  his  long  Bills  more  than  the  Fox  may  fright 
His  Patients  from  repeating  Love’s  Delight .. 

Let  Scipio  Fippery,  mew’d  up  behind 
His  Jhining  Compter ,  be  each  Day  confin’d 
To  draw  on  Gloves,  to  hide  the  Bacon  Skins 
Of  Whores ,  that  ply  among  the  neighF ring  Inns  ; 

IVho  with  hard  Shillings,  newly  earn’d,  futply 
T hemf elves  with  Nic knacks  to  invite  the  Eye , 

And 
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And for  fin  all  Pay  their  reeking  Charms  expand, 

\ '[hat  Scipio  may  he  clapp'd  at  fecond  Hand. 

Let  hold  P'abricius  Block  court  Ser (bant -Maids, 

And footh  them  till  he  mows  their  fweaty  Heads ; 

Then  flight  the  hald  Pates ,  put  'em  paft  all  Hopes, 

And  woe  frefto  Laffes  that  abound  with  Crops  ; 

Mix  with  his  Whores  Hair ,  Horfe  Manes  and  Tails, 
With  Beards  of  Goats  in  Sachels  brought  from  Wales* 
That  Carrot  Pates  iu  borrow'd  Locks  man  Jhine, 

And  Beaus  by  Beafs  be  made  profufely  fine . 

Let  prim  Auguftus  Thimble  drefs  and f rut. 

That  his  own  Clothes  may  /hew  his  Campaign  Cut ; 
Frequent  old  Grays-Inn- Walks,  that  Beaus  and  Wits 
May  fee  how  well  his  modi/h  Garment  fits ; 

Draw  in  young  Fools  to  give  his  Shears  ihe  Vogue, 
Becaufe  they  fee  himfelf  fo  trim  and  jmug  ; 
c£hat  when  he  nicely  fits  an  ainrous  Rake, 

Or  hides  with  Pads  and  W ads  a  Saddle  Back  ; 

The  cully' d  Spendthrifts  may,  without  Difpute > 

Pay  double  Bills  for  each  commodious  Sute, 

And  in  a  little  Time  their  Pockets  drain , 

To  make  their  Taylor  much  the  better  Man . 

Let  Alexander  Bounce,  with  blunted  File, 

Teach  Cowards  to  defend,  and  how  to  kill. 

And  make  his  Pupils  think  they're  brave  at  Heart, 
Becaufe  they  pufh  fo  well  in  Terce  and  Cart ; 

Till  by  affronting  thofe  they  can't  withfiand. 

They  fall  at  lafl  by  feme  more  fatal  Hand ; 

Or  leave  St.  Giles’^  Church  upon  the  Right, 

For  pinking  fome  poor  Watchman  in  the  Night , 

Pompey  Rhombokles,  let  the  Rattle  chalk 

His  Figures  down ,  and  o'er  his  Angles  talk  ; 

On  Ale-houfe  Tables  J hew  the  neareji  Way , 

From  the  North-Foreland  into  Fludfon’s  Bav ; 

* 
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Compute  the  Leagues  betwixt  the  dijiant  Poles f 
And  fancy  all  that  contradid  him  Fools  ; 

Meajure ,  with  eafe ,  the  Circle  of  the  Sun, 

And  tell  you,  to  an  Inch,  what  Miles  he* as  rim  i 
But  never  let  him  more  perplex  his  Branis, 

With  the  floarp  Battle  on  Pharfalia’j-  Plains . 

Let  dull  Darius  Scribbletony  write 
For  Men  of  Law,  to  be  a  Beggar  by9i , 

WhilJl  ftjarp  Attorneys  fw allow  all  the  Gains , 

And Jcarce  will  pay  him  for  his  Skins  and  Pens  } 

But  at  low  Wages  keep  him  fill  a  Slave, 

To  this  dull  Sot ,  and  Pother  crafty  Knave . 

Let  poor  Caligula  Chantwell  repair 
To  Windmill-Hill*  or  to  fome  Country  Fair , 

There,  among  ftroling  Players  ftretch  his  Throat , 

In  a?i  edg'd  Hat,  fine  Sword,  but  Thread  bare  Coat  } 

For  9 tis  by  far  more  Honour  to  commence 

Stage  Song fter^  than  to  fpunge  for  Want  of  Pena * 

Let  Ninus  Lackwit  wed  a  homely  Bride, 

Fit  for  no  Mortal  but  himjelf  to  ride  ; 

But  let  it  be  alone  his  Care  to  chufe 
One  that9 s  as  faving  as  himjelf  prcfufe , 

Who  with  their  crabbed  Looks  and  noify  Tongue, 

May  fright  his  Whores,  and Jcare  his  Hangers  on  : 
cl  hen ,  thro 9  her  Con  dud,  he  may  chance  to  fave 
Enough  to  bear  his  Charges  to  the  Grave : 

But  if  he  Jingle  lives,  and  fill  Jhould  run 
The  Courje  he  fleers,  he  mufi  he  Joon  undone  : 

Or  if  he  weds  a  Damfel  that  is.  fair. 

His  Follies  will  injlrud  her  how  to  err. 

Teach  her  ill  Humours ,  and  provoke  the  Shrew 
T o  make  him  both  a  Buck  and  Beggar  too , 

Let  ftarv9d  Valerius  Aquapcfe  take  care 
T  o  drudge  in  Term,  and ' fir  oling  P  links  forbear  ; 
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Work  late ,  rife  early ,  fcribhle  on  like  mad 
And  loofe  no  Time  whilfl  Bufinefs  may  he  had  j 
Learn  to  be  javing  of  his  fcanty  Coin, 

And  mount  his  Cock  Loft  e'ery  Night  by  Nine  ; 

Then  in  a  long  Vacation  he  may  he 

Exempt  from  Dims,  mid' from  his  Hardjhips  free. 

And  off  ner  change  the  Pump  ns:  it  bin  the  Rail 
In  ChaiicVy-vLatie  for  Full  woo  dl  s  fat  firing  Ale , 

Let  Crook-backed  Richard,  in  a  faithful  Guffs , 
Behold  his  homely  Shapes  mid  Monkey  Face, 

Strip  off  the  Taj  laps  prodigal  Dijgnije , 

And  met w  his  Ptrfin  with  impartial  Eyes  % 

Then  would  the  crooked  Pigmy  boafi  no  more 
Of  this  fine  Lady,  Pother  charming  Where  ; 

Or  tell,  where  e'er  he  comes,  how  much  the  Fair 
Admire  his  Wit ,  his  Humour ,  and  his  Air , 

But  rather ,  when  a  beauteous  Face  he  fees, 

Blujh  at  his  own  uncouth  Deformities , 

And  prize  the  gen'rous  Lady  of  the  Town, 

That  will  comply  to  lay  her  Host  our  down. 

To  fitch  a  quaint  Bab  boon  for  half  a  Crown* 

Let  pert  Clarentlus  Blazon  fiudy  hard, 

T ?  tell  us  why  Juch  Arms  were  firji  coffer'd, 

And ft  rive  to  prove  it  worth  a  wife  Man's  while 
To  know  what  Bafiard  Dukes  have  grac'd  our  fie. 
What  Nobles  have  been  Traylors  to  their  Prince , 

And  how  their  Coats  came  blotted •  Ages  fince  ; 

14  hat  mighty  Heroes ,  and  what  honour'd  Clans , 

Have  been  the  f pur  ions  Broods  of  Court  exam  ; 

That  when  grown  learn' d  in  fuch  old  Tales  as  theft , 
And fill'd  in  Guillim’s  Curiofities , 

4  hen  to  reward  the  Knowledge  of  his  Brain , 

The  Fool  may  flaws  in  Little  Charter  Lane, 
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'  HIS  finking  Society,  or  Lady’s  Lap-dog-  Club, 
JL  is  now  kept  at  a  certain  Tavern,  near  Govent- 
Qarden ,  where  every  Afternoon  the  fantaliical  Idols,  lb 
much  worlhipp’d  and  admir’d  by  our  female  Beauties, 
aflemble  themfelves  in  a  Body,  to  compare  DrefTes, 
Invent  new  Fafhions,  talk  lufcious  Bawdy,  and  drink 
Healths  to  their  Miltreffes.  At  the  upper  End  of 
their  Club-Room,  which  is  always  kept  as  clean  as  a 
young  Countefs’s  Bed-chamber,  there  hands  a  Side- 
Table,  which  is  conhantly  furniftfd  with  a  Dozen  of 
Flannel  Muckenders,-  decently  folded  up  for  rubbing 
the  Duff  off  their  upper  Leathers,  or  an  unfortunate 
Speck  off  the  Scabbards  of  their  Swords,  that  their  Spa- 
nijb  Pumps,  and  their  Hogs-fkin  Sheaths,  may  be  kept 
as  Spot-free  as  a  Dutch  Huffif  does  the  Outfide  of  her 
Kettle.  Upon  the  fame  Table,  which  is  every  Day 
cover’d  with  a  frefh  Damalk  Cloth,  there  lies  two  or 
th  ree  Dozen  of  Seville  Oranges  and  Lemons ;  and  by 
the  Side  of  the  Table,  under  a  bright  Pewter  Ciitern, 
a  white  glaz’d  Bafon,  that  if  any  fpindle-fhank’d  Nar- 
cijj'us  has  been  contaminating  his  Fingers  by  any  digit¬ 
izing  Exercife,  he  may  rinfe  off  the  favoiy  Remains 
with  the  acid  Juice  of  the  Fruit,  and  mundify  the  de¬ 
fil’d  Member,  that  has  been  tickling  the  Honour  of 
fome  over-frigid  Lady  into  an  amorous  Uproar.  Next 
to  thefe  cleanly  Meceffaries  Hands  an  Olive-box  full  of 
the  belt  perfum’d  Powder,  crown’d  with  three  or  four 
mighty  Combs,  that  their  Criipicapill ary  Wigs  may  be 
new  Rented,  and  every  ftraggling  Hair  that  has  been 
ruffed  by  a  Storm  of  their  Miltreffes  Breath,  or  any 
windy  Accident,  be  timely  reduc’d  to  Obedience,  and 
carefully  reftor’d  to  its  primitive  Station.  Round  the 
es  of  the  Table  lies  firew’d,  by  way  of  Garnifh, 
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-Sciffars,  Tooth-pickers  and  Tweezers,  Patches,  El- 
fences  and  Pomatums,  Points,  Fades  arid  W  allies,  and 
all  the  ufeful  Implements  that  Pride  and  Folly  can  in¬ 
vent  to  turn  Men  into  Monkeys,  or  to  change  the  Fea¬ 
tures  and  Complexions  that  God  hath  given  them,  into 
artful  Countenances :  So  that  the  Sir  Fopling  Flutters 
and  Sir  Courtly  Nices  are  no  fooner  met,  but  there  is 
fuch  tiffing  of  Wigs,  wiping  of  Shoes,  brufhing  of 
Stockings,  and  managing  of  Faces,  as  if  they  were  fo 
many  Stage-players  patching  up  dern  Looks  and  heroic 
Phizzes,  for  Plumes,  Bulkins,  and  Roman  Mantles,  that 
they  might  rant  and  flrut  till  they  were  foundly  clapp’d 
by  fome  of  the  Box  Ladies,  to  reward  their  lham  Fights 
and  hindering  Rodomantades.When  every  one  has  thus 
imbellilh’d  his  effeminate  Market-place,  and  adorn’d 
his  Body  to  tire  bed  Advantage,  then  down  they  lit  to 
their  Champaigne,  Burgundy  and  Hermitage,  pull  out 
their  gilt  Snuff-boxes  of  Orangeres  and  Brazil,  that 
each  may  feed  his  Elephant’s  Trunk  with  odoriferous 
Bud,  and  make  his  Breath  as  fragrant  as  an  Arabian 
Ikws?  \Q  the  Noftrils  of  a  Seaman ;  and  when  they  ar§ 

r' 

thus  made  as  fweet  as  fo  many  Clove-july-dowers,  then 
a  delicious  Health  to  fome  celebrated  Piay-houfe Wan¬ 
ton,  Hay-Market  Punk,  or  Court  Courtezan,  is,  with  a- 
bundance  of  eager  Shews  of  his  padionate  Lud  and  Af¬ 
fection,  began  with  great  Ceremony  by  the  Cock  of  the 
Company, which  is  no  fooner  drank,  but  fucceeded  with 
a  long  Le&ure  on  her  heaving  Dumplins,  her  lufcious 
juicy  Lips,  and  drowfy  leacherous  Pignies,  with  all  the 
outward  Signs  that  her  charming  Ladydiip  imparts,  to 
fignify  to  the  World,  that  file’s  an  indefatigable  Bedfel¬ 
low  ;  tho’  perhaps  Any-body,  for  Half-a- Crown,  may 
command  the  Ultimate  of  her  Favours.  Then  a  Se¬ 
cond  gives  his  Toad  to  fome  cherubimical  Lady,  whofe 
Name  is  purpofely  introduc’d,  that  the  may  vie  Beauty 
with  the  former  ;  her  Virtues,  as  well  as  Charms, 
being  fo  amoroufly  exemplified,  as  if  the  Mention  of 
her  Graces  gave  him  a  counterfeit  Enjoyment.  Then 
a  Third;,  to  fhew  his  Brother  Coxcombs,  that  he  is  not 
,  '  '  •  .  fo 
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10  much  a  Self-Admirer,  but  that  he  has  fome  juvenile? 
Sparks  of  Honour  for  the  Charms  of  female  Beauty? 
admimfters  hisToait  to  the  Company  by  a  fharn  Deno¬ 
mination,  becaufe  the  Object  of  his  Lull  is  a  Man  of 
Quality’s  Lady,  and  therefore  her  Name  is  to  be  kept 
facred.  Thus  every  one,  in  his  Turn,  fhews  his  affec- 
tionate  Devotion  to  fome  cherubimical  Fomicatrix  or 
other,  that  he  has  feledled  from  the  reft  of  the  tickle 
.Fool  Gender,  to  idolize  as  his  Goddeft,  for  Fear  be 
fhould  be  thought,  by  his  Companions,  fo  uiifafbiona- 
bie  a  Coxcomb  as  to  want  a  female  Convenience 
When  they  have  pretty  well  tir’d  each  other’s  "Ears 
with  their  Encomiums  on  the  Charms,  Virtues  and  good 
Humours  of  their  feveralPunks  and  Paramours,  then 
the  Scene  changes,  and  another  Ad  of  the  Fools  Co¬ 
medy  fucceeds  their  former  Vanity,  wherein  the  ad¬ 
mirable  Cuts  of  their  French  Taylors,  the  airy  Contri¬ 
vance  of  their  fkiiful  Per ri wig- Makers ;  the  Courage 
of  their  Fencing-Mailers,  and  the  Wit  and  Learning  of 
our  modern  Poets  are  raked  up  in  Competition,  that 
themfelves  may  {hew  and  magnify  their  own  judgments, 
in  finding  out  and  expofmg  the  little  Faults  and  Blun¬ 
ders  of  every  gingling  Verfifyer ;  of  which  notable 
Difcoveries  they  are  as  critically  proud,  as  if  the  Follies 
of  an  Author  were  the  only  Beauties  of  a  Book,  that 
afforded  Pleafure  to  the  Reader.  Then  a  new  $eiHcm$ 
of  Poets  are  moil  judicioufly  form’d  by  thefe  fantaftL 
cal  Cri ticks,  where  every  poor  Culprit  of  the  Rimming 
Fraternity  is  fure  to  be  condemn’d  for  fome  Fault  or 

cjher,  tho’  it  be  but  for  tranfgreffmg  D - Ps  new 

Mode  of  Spelling,  or  making  an  unfortunate  Line  half 
a  Foot  too  long,  thro’  the  Negledt  of  an  Apo/Iropbe*  Thus 
they'exercife  their  own  Folly,  by  raking  into  the  Rub- 
bifh  of  other  Men’s  Wit ;  and  only  examino  Books, 
as  Hogs  do  Dunghill,  when  they  rout  for  a  Surreve- 
rence,  to  gratify  their  Guricfity ;  nor  is  the  Play,  Or 
Poem  damn’d  alone  for  the  Errors  that  they  End  in 
the  Performance,  but  as  often  for  the  Faults  that  they 
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fmd  in  the  Performer :  For  one  Author  fhall  olfend 
them  for  being  Inch  a  filthy  Sloven,  that  he  goes  open 
breafted  with  a  dirty  Shirt,  as  if  he  was  the  reverie  of 
all  beauilh  Nicety,  and  delighted  to  carry  in  his  own 
Bofom  a  Linnen  Satyr  again#  Cleanlinefs.  A  fecond, 
perhaps,  defcry’d  for  fuch  a  confounded  Sot,  that  his 
very  Writings  funk  as  #rong  of  Derby- Ale,  as  if  his 
only  ParnaJJus  was  in  Fullwood's- Rents ;  and  that  he 
never  was  infpir’d  by  any  other  Mufe  than  his  fwank- 
ing  Landlady.  A  third,  defpifed  for  having  fo  dull  a 
Fancy  in  his  libidinous  Amours,  that  though  he  never 
thought  any  Thing  worth  prailing,  beneath  a  Dutchefs, 
or  a  Countefs,  yet  he  never  thought  any  Woman  worth 
kiffmg  above  a  Cookmaid,  or  an  Oyiter  Wench,  A 
fourth  condemn’d  for  fuch  a  clownilh  Blockhead,  that 
rather  than  fhew  his  poetical  Obedience,  in  waiting 
four  Hours  every  Morning,  for  a  Week  or  a  Fortnight 
in  my  Lord  FondkvmF s  Buttery,  would  choofe  to  ex- 
pofe  his  Works  naked,  without  the  Armour  of  a  De¬ 
dication,  as  if  he  was  too  proud  to  fcrape  away  the 
Soles  of  his  be#  Shoes,  and  to  lofe  ten  Guineas  worth 
of  Time,  to  get  half  the  Value  of  fome  generous 
Mecasnas.  A  fifth,  reproachfully  cenfur’d  for  being 
fuch  a  daimfd  Jacobite,  that  he  was  not  fit,  in  thefe 
pious  Times,  to  write  a  Prote#ant  Play  for  fuch  a 
fan&ify’d  Stage,  whofe  verdent  Carpet  has  fcarce  been 
defiled  with  the  Foot  of  a  Strumpet,  fince  their  la# 
Reformation.  Thus  the  Faults  of  the  Author  are 
made  Errors  in  their  Works ;  and  as  Trials  are  often 
canvafled  by  partial  Judges,  the  Caufe  is  made  bad, 
becaufe  the  Client  is  obnoxious ;  but  at  la#  the  Bays 
are  given  to  fome  Poetizing  Fop,  for  hammering  out 
the  inimitable  Song  of  O  happy  Groves,  or  fome  fuch 
fafhionable  Piece  of  Lyrhk  Poetry,  that  fliews  his 
modilh  Wri tings  as  fantaftically  Prim,  as  his  nice 
cgemmate  Air,  and  his  quaint  beauilh  Habiliments, 
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When  fipplfh  Apes  prefume  to  judge  of  Wit , 

Merit  jhouid fy  the  Stage,  and  Jkun  the  Pit ; 

For  partial  Fools  again ji  the  Wife  prevail. 

And  by  the  Dint  of  Number  turn  the  Scale  : 

Where  Beaus  unite,  a  rhiming  Fop  is  fafe , 

His  friendly  Swanns  without  a  Jefi  can  laugh  ; 
Commend  a  wretched  Play  without  a  Plot, 

And  clap  the  loudejt  when  he's  ?noft  in  Fau’t. 

Sc  when  fome  Brewer  for  the  Senate  ftands , 

Whole  Crouds  of  fw striking  ViSf/ers  he  commands  ; 

And  the  worfs  Man ,  the  more  the  drunken  Rout 
Cry  tip  his  Virtues ,  and  in  Triumph  fhcut, 

IVhilji  honefi  Merit  oft  gives  up  the  Day, 

For  fome  Sir  Hops,  and  Grains  to  come  in  play. 

When  the  modiih  Amorettoes  have  drank  enough 

O 

of  iham  Wine,  inftead  of  Champaigne  at  Seven  and 
Six-pence  a  Flai’k,  to  elevate  their  Spirits,  fublime  their 
Wits,  and  put  their  Tongues  in  Tune,  that  they  may 
be  every  way  qualified  to  attack  the  mafk’d  Ladies, 
who  hang  about  the  Theatre  in  their  Second-hand  Fur- 
biloes,  to  open  the  Wicket  of  Love’s  Bear-Garden,  to 
any  bold  Sportfman  who  has  a  venturefome  Mind  to 
give  a  Run  to  his  Puppy  ;  then  they  pay  their  Reckon¬ 
ing,  tiille  up  the  Fore-tops  of  their  Wigs  with  their  Ala- 
baft  er  Fingers,  and  walk  Bare-headed  to  the  Play-houfe, 
where  they  commonly  arrive  about  the  third  Aft,  by 
Which  Time  the  Ladies,  who  care  not  much  to  appear 
by  Day-light,  are  bolted  from  their  Stews  and  Drury - 
Lane  Allies,  to  fneak  into  the  Pit  and  Eighteen-penny 
Gallery,  without  Tickets,  at  the  Courtefy  of  the  Door- 
Keepers.  When  the  cringing  Peacocks  are  thus  met 
with  their  Match,  they  tattle  away  the  play-Time  a- 
mong  their  Half-Crown  Punks,  and  intriguing  Dulci- 
bella’s,  till  one  of  the  Fraternity  of  fham  Heroes  makes 
an  huiMtfe  Bow  to  the  Box  Ladies,  and  declares  to 
the  whole  Audience  the  Title  of  the  Fooleries  they  in¬ 
tend  to  prefen  t  them  with  To-morrow  ;  and  then  the 
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Beauifh  Shallow-Wits,  according  to  Cuftom,  divide 
themfelves  between  Drinking,  Whoring,  and  Gaming, 
till  the  next  Morning. 

To  be  a  modijh  Fop,  a  Beau  compleat. 

Is  to  pretend  to ,  but  be  <void  of  Wit  : 

'Tis  to  be  fqueamijb ,  critical,  and  nice 
In  all  Things,  and  fantaftick  to  a  Vice ; 

'Tis  to  feem  Knowing,  tho '  he  nothing  knows. 

And  'Vainly  lewd,  to  pleafe  his  Brother  Beaus  ; 

'Tis  in  his  Drefs  to  be  profufely  Gay, 

And  to  ajfedl,  Whore-like,  a  wanton  Way  ; 

'Tis  to  be  charm'd  with  each  nevj-fafdon' d  Whim, 

And  to  be  Modijh  to  a  vain  Extream , 

That  each  gay  Punk  a  luftful  Eye  may  roul , 

And  for  his  Shapes  admire  the  pretty  Fool ; 

'Tis  to  attack  the  Ladies  with  a  Grace , 

And fill  tranfer  his  Love  to  each  new  Face, 

Flutter  about  her  Charms,  till,  like  a  Fly, 

Burnt  by  the  Flame ,  he's  f torch'd  amidjl  his  Joy  ; 

Then  curfng  of  the  B—~  ch,  is  fore  d  to  cool 
The  pocky  Heat,  by  running  oft  to  fool ; 

Till  with  repeated  Purges,  by  Degrees 
The  pricking  Pains  and  Inf  emanations  ceafe • 

Then  pleas'd  to  find  that  he  Jo  Sound  is  made, 

Re/olves,  in  vain,  to  grow  a  cautious  Blade  ; 

So  Wives  in  T ravail  vow  to  kijs  no  snore. 

But  foon  forget  the  Torment  vshen  it's  o'er . 

Thus  eas'd  by  Powders ,  Bolus,  and  by  Pill, 

He  damns  the  Whore ,  and  pays  the  Surgeon  s  Bill  <, 

But  foon  forgetting  the  Venereal  Smart 
That  tea  Ad  and  bridl'd  the  unruly  Part , 

Renews  his  Courage,  fill  furfues  the  Game , 

Makes  Luff  bis  Leader,  Maidenheads  his  Aim , 

Till  caught  a  fecond  Time  by  fome  lafeivous  Dame. 
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THIS  promifcous  Society  of  contentious  Mor¬ 
tals,  meet  everyNight  at  the  two  bowing  Block¬ 
heads  in  Shovel-Moyiey-S treet,  where  they  wrangle  over 
their  Claret  about  the  Grand  Preliminaries,  and  fo  ear- 
neftlydifpute  the  new  Articles  of  Peace,  till,  likeWhores 
about  their  Vertue,  they  are  ready  to  fall  together  by 
the  Ears  about  their  feveral  Politicks ;  and  the  Variety 
of  Schemes  they  have  projecled  upon  their  Pillows,  by 
the  help  of  their  Wives,  to  bring  thofe  important  Af¬ 
fairs,  under  a  prefent  Negotiation,  to  a  good  and  prof- 
perous  IiTue.  When  they  have  thus  for  an  Hour  or  two, 
made  the  French  King  as  loufy  as  an  Englijh  Mumper; 
HiovJd  the  poor  Pretender  into  the  Arfe  of  the  Ujii- 
verfe  ;  jofclVl  Phillip  out  of  Spain ,  and  divided  Mexico 
and  Peru  with  fuch  equitable  Exa&nefs,  that  we  may 
have  our  Share  ;  the  Talk  of  the  Indies*  and  the  Riches 
thereof  generally  infcfts  them  with  fuch  an  Itch  of 
Coveteoufnefs,  that  they  can't  forbear  endeavouring  to 
improve  one  anothers  PocketMoney,  by  falling  into  the 
Power-Hill,  Sport  of  old  primitive  HuffelFarthing;  that 
of  a  fudden,  fuch  warm  Difp.utes  arife  about  Crofs  and 
Pile,  fuch  a  confounded  Roaring,  of  Half-penny  Betts, 
between  thofe  who  are  for  Pleads,  and  others  who  have 
chofen  Tails,  and  thofe  who,  like  Moderators,  have 
taken  a  Chance  between  both,  hoping  to  win  all  by -cry¬ 
ing  Halves',  that  it  is  common  for  ftrange  Cuilomers, 
upon  hearing  the  Noife,  to  enquire  of  the  Drawer  whe¬ 
ther  there  is  not  a  Cock-Pit  kept  above  Stairs  ?  And  if 
the  Cockers  are  not  raving,  and  betting  in  theHeight.of 
their  Sport :  For  when  they  are  once  begun,  fuch  a  Con- 
iution  of  Tongues  fills  the  wrangling  Company,  as  if 

they 
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they  were  ambitious  to  make  themfelves  as  noted  as 
either  Babel ,  or  the  Bear-Garde n.  For  nothing  is  heard 
among  ’em,  for  two  or  three  Flours  together,  but ,  bids 
Mr.  Common-Counfelman  ;  tofs  up,  Mr.  Alderman  ; 
Crofs  for  a  Penny ,  Mr.  Churchwarden  ;  done  with  you 
Mr.  Conftable  ;  you  owe  me  Two-pence,  Mr.  Deputy  ; 
glue  .  me  Change ,  Mr.  Foreman,  and  there' s  Sixpence  ; 
Hide  fair ,  "Neighbour  Clou  d  y :  hold  yo ur  Thumb  out  of  the 
Hat ;  1  j corn  your  Words',  do  you  think,  Mr.  Scrapeall, 
you're  at  Play  in  Morefields ;  now  up  Tails' all,  for 
Crofs  is  my  Chance  ;  the  Dcuil  take  Fortune,  all  Pile  by 
the  Mafs  ;  if  it  be  fo ,  Brother  Burley,  then  take  of  your 
Glafs.  Thus  they  make  a  Rattling  with  th.eir  Tongues, 
like  fo  many  Red-Coats  at  a  Whimfy  Board,  and  fuch 
a  Clattering  with  turning  down  their  Famulus  Numonan, 
that  inftead  of  grave  Citizens,  lit  to  attend  a  Lord- 
Mayor  in  their  Livery-Robes,  upon  the  Day  of  his 
Triumphs,  they  would  be  the  better  Companions  for 
a  Parcel  of  Tower-Hill  Cripples,  who  are  generally 
expert  Gamefters  at  the  fame  School-Boys  SporL 

Thus  fame,  who  grow  from  Boys  to  Men, 

Do  into  Children  turn  again. 

And  fill  delight  to  play  the  Foci, 

As  much  as  e'er  they  did  at  School. 

Then,  fnce  they're  Infants,  tho '  they've  If  lues. 

And  fill  affect  fuch  boyifh  Lives, 

They  ought  to  bear  the  Mufes  Flog, 

When  paft  the  Jirk  of  Pedagogue  : 

For  when  they  are  fo  big  and  Iffy, 

So  difobedient  and  fo  crffy. 

That  7io  fern  Pedant  duff  to  ihrafh  'em 
It  is  the  Poet's  Right  to  lafo  'em. 

When  the  Latenefs  of  the  Night  has  put  a  Stop  to 
their  puerilous  Paftime,  and  the  Drawers  old  Hat  with¬ 
out  a  Lining,  is,  by  the  grave  Confent  of  the  Majo¬ 
rity  of  the  Company,  mod  thankfully  return’d,  with 
Two-pence  for  the  Lent  of  it-:  Every  one,  by  pulling 
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out  his  Pocket  Furniture,  begins  to  feparate  his  Silver 
from  his  Farthings,  that  he  may  readily  determine, 
with  the  greater  Certainty,  to  what  Purpofe  he  has 
liufsled  av/ay  hisTime.  One  boafling  of  his  Nine-penny 
Winnings ;  another  fretting  at  his  Five-penny  Lofings ; 
a  third,  pleas’d  that  he  has  fay’d  himfelf ;  a  fourth, 
upon  Thorns  to  be  at  Home  with  his  Wife,  for  Fear 
he  fhould  not  be  early  enough  in  his  Bride’s  Arms,  to 
avoid  a  Curtain-ledlure;  a  fifth,  ringing  for  the  Reckon^ 
ing  in  all  Halle,  that  he  may  be  in  Bed  time  enough 
to  rife  the  nex  t  Morning  by  Five  o’CIock,  to  run  with 
his  Angle  to  Hackney  River,  that  Mr.  Sly ,  the  Cuckold- 
maker,  may  be  kindly  invited  to  a  Fifh  Supper;  a  fixth, 
wrangling  for  t’other  Quart,  contending  for  the  Reafon- 
ablenefs  of  one  half  hour  between  that  and  Bed-time. 
Thus,  when  they  have  done  hufsling,  they  fall  to  bull- 
ling,  that  they  are  as  bad  a  Plague  to  the  Bar  and  the 
Drawers,  by  their  ringing  and  ratling,  as  fb  many 
Northern  Attorneys,  got  half  drunk,  are  to  a  Yorkjkire 
Inn-keeper  ;  fome  Healing  dowrn  Stairs,  having  drop’d 
Eight-pence  inflead  of  Nine-pence ;  others  calling  loud¬ 
ly  after  them  at  t*  e  Stair-head,  to  return  up  again,  and 
pay  t’othm*  Wnny  ;  fome  filling  their  Pipes  with  a  Re¬ 
solution  to  tarry  one  Pin-bafket  Pint,  and  peremptory 
Whiff,  in  Spite  of  all  the  whifpering  Summons  they 
fhould  receive  from  their  Wives,  by  the  Mouths  of 
their  Apprentices.  Thus  fome  fly  the  Pit,  in  feafona- 
ble  Time,  to  avoid  nuptial  Contention ;  and  others, 
infpir’d  with  more  Courage  by  the  Wine,  run  the  dan¬ 
gerous  Rifque  of  a  Week’s  Clamour,  for  a  little  Mid¬ 
night  Enjoyment,  which  they  are  apt  to  continue  till 
the  Vintner  puts  an  Embargo  upon  his  Cellar-door ; 
and  then  the  fottifh  Remains  of  the  wrangling  Society 
reel  mutering  Home  for  want  of  t’other  Quart ;  and 
inflead  of  rewarding  the  diligent  Attendance  of  the 
drowfy  Drawer  with  a  few  tranfitory  Half-pence,  they 
give  him  an  angry  Mouthful  of  hard  Words  at  part¬ 
ing,  becaufe  he  cannot  furnifh  them  with  a  further 
Supply, To  adjourn  from  hufsling  of  Copper  to 
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the  joillmg  of  Female  Cruppers,  that  the  Exercife  of 
the  Tail  may  allay  the  Fury  of  the  Tongue;  and  the 
Forwardness  of  their  Love  excufe  the  Latenefs  of  tile 
Hour,  which  would  otherwife  be  unpardonable. 

Ladies  who  love,  as  moft  good  Women  do. 

Their  Hufiands  Jhould.  the  nuptial  Bonds  renews. 

Are  always  pert ,  and  ready,  if  they've  Senfe , 

To  take  Advantage  of  a  Man's  Offence , 

Knowing  kind  Nature  to  oblige  the  Fair, 

Allows  but  07ze  Joft  W ay  when  Jrlujbands  err , 

To  fweetly  reconcile  the  marry' d  Pair . 

Therefore,  when  Men  the  nuptial  Laws  tranfgrefs , 

And  angry  Wives  put  on  a  moody  Face > 

Warmly  attack  the  faulty  Spou/e's  Ear, 

And  preach  loud  Lediures  071  the  Wrongs  they  bear  J 
They  fcold  not  to  employ  the  reJUefs  Sting, 

But  merely  quarrel for  the  other  Thing, 

Why  then  Jhould  Man,  whofe  Fortune  ' tis  to  take 
A  Female  Partner  for  Enjoyment's  fake , 

Fear  Womaiis  tea fin g  Tojigue  when  he  offends , 

Smce  ev'ry  Fool  k7iows  how  to  make  amends. 

And  with  an  angry  Wife  may  he  fo  eas'ly  Friends* 

The  Quacks  Club:  Or,  The  Physical 

Society. 

THE  Empyricks  of  the  Town,  alias,  licens’d  Phy- 
ficians,  as  (to  the  Scandal  of  the  College)  they 
are  pleas’d  to  call  themfelves,  that  they  might  be  the 
better  able  to  promote  the  Interef:  of  Quackifm,  thought 
it  abfolutely  neceiFary,  fome  Years  fince,  to  hold  a 
weekly  Correfpoiidence  at  a-  certain  Tavern  near  the 
Change y  that,  by  an  amicable  Club,  they  might  not 
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only  be  able  to  be  of  mutual  Service  to  each  other,  but 
to  defend  their  Pretenfions.  to  P  hylic  k,  Chymiffry,  and 
Pharmacy,  again#  the  Claim  urs  and  Inful ts  of  the  re¬ 
gular  Phyficians,  Chy mills,  and  Apothecaries,  who  are 
the  principal  Enemies  that  call  their  Dirt  upon  the  pall¬ 
ed  Bills,  as  well  as  the  Reputations -of  the  Mundungus- 
Publiihers  of,  not  only  ineffectual,  but  dcflru&ivc  Me¬ 
dicines.  Upon  their  firil  meeting  Dr.  Scaffold's  Suc- 
ceffor,  becaufc  he  had  juft,  at  that  time,  the  Impudence 
to  publifh  a  Latin  Book  of  Anatomy,  in  His  own  Name, 
in  order  to  wipe  off  the  true  .Afperfion  of  his  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  read  a  Line  of  Englijk ,  had  the.  Honour  to 
be  chofen,  by  the  Majority  ot  High-German  Coblers, 
Dutch  Tumblers,  and  Englijh  Rope-Dancers,  Prolocu¬ 
tor  of  the  Society,  and  took  his  Place  at  the  Board  In 
an  Elbow  Chair  accordingly,  where  he  fat  in  as  much 
State,  as  if  he  had  been  the  learned  Prefident  of  Phy¬ 
ficians  College,  or  a  fat  plithificky  Alderman  invited  by 
Mr.  Foreman  to  a  Quell  Treat"?  Every  formal  Student 
in  the  twin  Sciences  of  Phyfick  and  A  Urology:,  having 
fo  ilrict  a  Regard  to  the  Gravity  of  their  Profeifion,  that 
they  grac’d  their  folemn  J undo  with  their  Ebony  Canes 
and  Bands,  and  all  their  Querpo  Formalities,  as  if  they 
were  going  to  dine  with  my  Lord,  and  to  beg  Leave  of 
the  City  to  pull  down  the  Statue  of  King  Charles  the 
Second^  and  to  erebt  a  Mountebank’s  Stage  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Exchange ,  that  by  felling  Packets  of  a  noble 
Cathartick,  call’d  Pilula  Hotiefla,  they  might  purge  ail 
manner  of  Knavery  out  of  the  canker’d  Confciences  of 
Chanoc  Brokers  and  Stock-jobbers.  When  Rhimatical 
Dcdlor  John  had  thus  affuin’d  the  upper  Seat  at  the 
Table,  furrounded  with  fucli  an  Empirical  Mixture  of 
all  Nations,  that  they  were  a  perfect  Refemblance  of  the 
Confufion  of  Tongues  that  happen’d  once  at  Babel.  The 
poetical  Burger  of  Town  Sinks  and  Stallions,  would  be 
loudly  repeating  feme  new  Verfes,  hammer’d  out  of  his 
dull  Noddle  for  next  Bumfo'dder  Bill,  that  it  might  fir  It 

were  ready  to  beduim  them- 
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to  mundify  their  Funs.  Doctor  Sal  Volatile  Ohofum 
would  be  jabbering  in  broken  Engli/h ,  fuch  hyperbolical 
Encomiums  on  his  chimical  Infallibility,  as  if  his  all- 
curing  Secret  was  the  verv  Quintefcence  of  the  Philo¬ 
sophers  Stone,  mod  wonderfully  extracted  by  no  other 
Heat,  than  that  of  the  Dog-Star ;  and  therefore  good 
to  be  taken  in  the  Dog-Days,  when  Lunaticks  are  molt 
mad,  and  Women  moil  wanton.  Dr.  Aiirnm  Potabile, 
with  the  Grace  of  a  Stage  Orator,  would  be  letting 
forth  the  Virtue  of  his  golden  Elixir,  and  would  be  ready 
to  fwear  ’twas  the  fame  Cordial  that  Venus  always  ad- 
minider’d  to  Man ,  to  prepare  his  Appetite  when  the 
beautiful  Goddefs  have  kindly  invited  the  drong-back’d 
Heroes  to  an  Old  Ling  Supper.  Dr.  Pulvis  BemdiAm, 
jud  come  from  fimpling,  out  of  Hampftead  Ditches,  after 
he  had  rowl’d  about  his  Eyes  like  a  wild  Cat,  would, 
with  a  Tongue  as  loud  as  a  Kettle  Drum,  cry,  herds 
ablejjed  Powder  to  purge  the  Bug-Bears  out  of  Children  ; 
it  brought  forth  a  Mo?tfler,  the  other  Day,  from  a* fed 
hair  d  Girl,  that  had  Horns  like  a  Snail,  a  Head  hit 
a  Snake ,  and  was  as  long  in  the  Body  as  half  a  Pound  of 
Pack-Thread,  and  I  have  it  new  in  my  Study ,  quod'd 
round  upon  a  Sheet  of  blue  Paper ,  that  any  Body  may  be¬ 
hold  vo hat  wonderful  Maggots  often  lurk  in  the  Tails  of 
young  Wenches.  DoSlor  Aqua  T etrachhnagogon,  your  old 
Friend  and  Phvlician,  would  alfo  blunder  out  the  Fame 
of  his  Grecian  Whiter,  and  fwear  that  it  would  con¬ 
quer  an  inveterate  Pox,  in  lefs  Time,  than  a  fore-ey’d 
Punk  could  cure  her  Sight  or  cool  her  Leachery,  at 
Crowded  s  Well,  or  Lamb*  s  Conduit.  Dr.  G  rood  ton, 

with  a  Voice  as  hoarfe  as  a  double  Curtil,  as  forward 
as  the  red  to  magnify  his  Skill,  and  extoll  his  Medi¬ 
cines,  to  Ihew  his  Learning,  would  undertake  to  tel! 
’em,  in  falfe  Latin,  what  a  Number  of  German  Prin¬ 
ces  he  haa  flux’d  for  the  French  Scurvy  ;  and  how  many 
foreign  Queens  he  had  infallibly  cured  of  the  King’s 
Evil ;  and  all  by  that  admirable  Hodge-Podge,  his 
Orveitanum.  Aniongft  the  red,  that  famous  Phvlician, 
Doctor  Panacea ,  whole  generous  Noftrum  cures  every 
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Thing  with  as  much  Certainty  as  it  does  any  Thing*  - 
He  is  an  unteliigible  jargon,  between  Dutch  and  EnglijL, 
would  be  fluttering  out  the  Infallibility  and  Univerfa- 
lity  of  his  wonderful  Cat  holt  con,  and  like  a  true  Low- 
Country  Proteftant,  afcribe  to  his  Pill  what  he  had 
deny’d  to  the  Pope.  At  the  lower  End  of  the  Table, 
paying  Difference  to  the  refl,  fat  an  humbler  Clafs  of 
quacking  Operators,  as  Doctor  Couch-Eye ,  Do&or  Denti- 
dranxoer^  Doctor  Cornucut ,  &c.  One  pulling  out  a  Hand¬ 
ful  of  nafty  rotten  Stumps,  moll  learnedly  expatiating 
on  the  manifold  Defeats  which  fo  oft  had  been  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  the  Patient’s  Mifery,  and  had  coll,  among  the 
Maids,  more  Sighs  at  Midnight  than  the  Unkindnefs 
of  their  Sweet-hearts,  or  the  Want  of  lufty  Bedfellows* 
and  made  many  a  poor  Bride,  in  a  breeding  Condi¬ 
tion,  curfe  the  unhappy  Minute  that  ever  fhe  follow’d 
the  Steps  of  her  Grandmother,  fmce  the  amorous  Plea- 
fures  of  the  nuptial  Bed,  had  fo  highly  provok’d  her 
'Longue  to  complain  of  her  Teeth.  Next  him,  a  fa¬ 
mous  Corrector  of ' Toe-sll?nanacks ,  would  be  pulling  out 
a  Handful  of  the  horny  Pearl  he  had  dug  out  of  the  Pe- 
deflais  of  fine  pinch-footed  Ladies,  and  old  crippled  Al¬ 
dermen  ;  and  would  hold  forth  fo  judgmatically,  upon 
the  Extirpation  of  Corns,  and  the  various  Caufes  of 
thofe  knotty  Excrefcencies,  that  a  Stander-by,ffom  his 
quaint  Terms,  and  unintelligible  Speeches,  might  have 
thought  there  was  as  much  Conjuration  in  the  Art  and 
Myflery  of  Corn-cutting,  as  there  is  in  the  manual  G- 
perations  of  an  expert  Sow-gelder,  or  in  the  dark  and 
intricate  Mazes  of  that  blind  Science,  call’d  Judicial 
Aflrology.  Sir  William  Couch ,  among  the  reft,  would 
be  brandiftiing  his  Needle*  with  his  Heathen  Black-a- 
moor  at  his  Elbow,  and  would  exhibit  to  his  Brethren, 
fuch  a  Catalogue  of  Eye-fores  he  had  cur’d  in  his  do- 
meftick  Travels,  that  a  Man  might  reafonably  have 
guefs’d  his  Worfhip  had  gain’d  his  Knighthood  by  open¬ 
ing  the  Eyes  of  a  blind  People,  who  had  not  Senfe 
enough  to  difcern  the  Difference  between  an  illiterate 
Pretender  and  a  learned  Phyfician. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  fandd  Quacks,  who  by  their  fenfelefs  Bills , 
Proclaim  the  Virtues  of  their  wort hlejs  Pills , 

./4W  knavijlly  deceive  the  foolijh  rl  own 
JVith  Medicines,  even  to  themfelves  unknown  : ' 

Met  in  a  Body  to  contrive  new  Ways : 

To  live  and  thrive  by  fiord  ning  others  Days  : 

So  Lawyers ,  JkiW d  in  Quarrels  and  Debates , 

From  ruin’* d  Numbers  draw  their  own  Ejlaies . 

In  this  fiarp  Age  it  is  a  J, landing  Bide , 

For  Knaves  of  ev  ry  Kind  to  bite  the  Fool. 

When  the  medicinal  Coxcombs  had  exemplify’d,  at 
■  lafge,  the  infallible  Virtues  of  their  popular  Pills,  uni- 
verfal  Powders,  and  fundry  Sorts  of  Panaceas,  Noftrums, 
Hodge -podges,  and  Catholicons ;  then  the  wonderful 
Skill  and  Cures  of  our  defund  Mountebanks,  fuck  as 
the  fam’d  Ponte  us  Salvator  Winter ,  Rodocanace ,  and  all 
thpfe  eminent  Worthies,  who  had,  long  ilnce,  advanc’d 
the  noble  Art  of  Quackery,  were  made  the  pleafmg 
Subjects  of  their  phyfical  Difcourfes,  and  were  alio 
quoted,  upon  all  Occahons,  with  as  much  Reverence  as 
a  young  Divine  does  St.  Gregory  and  St.  Auftin ;  or  a 
learned  Phvfician,  Galen  and  Hippocrates.  For  as  the 
High-Church  are  beholden  to  their  Popifh  Saints  and 
Fathers,  and  the  Low-Church  are  ju-Hfy’d  by  the  Re- 
verend  Authorities  of  their  Baxters  and  their  Bates's,  fo  - 
our  modern  Empyricks  have  their  travelling  Ancients, 
fuch  as  aforemention’d,  to  countenance  their  Practices,  ■ 
foreign  Interlopers,  who,  with  their  Pills,  Dentrifices, 
Worm-Powders,  and  Eye -Waters,  perform’d,  when 
they  were  living,  fuch  inimitable  Miracles  upon  Coun¬ 
try  Chubs,  old  Nurfes,  fick  Chamber-maids,  and  lame 
Mumpers,  that  are  never  to  be  forgotten,  whild  we 
have  a  worfhipful  Sir  William  in  his  Coach  and  Six  ; 
or  a  famous  Doctor  Gately ,  with  his  numerous  Retinue 
of  Vaulters,  Tumblers,  and  Rope-Dancers,,  to  fupport 
the  Memories  of  their  ernpyrical  Predeceifors.  For 
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when  our  modern  Operators  mount  the  County  Scaf¬ 
folds,  with  their  Train  of  Bartholomew  Fools,  and  Par - 
mt-prating  Orators,  Unrounded  with  a  gaping  Crowd  of 
Dairy-drudging  Jugs,  and  rural  Co  ri  dons ;  then,  that 
their  Pacquet  Speeches  may  be  larded  with  Something 
that  may  feem  learned,  CefJ'ante  Tcllitur ,  Caufa  eff'eftus , 
fays  the  Plnfh -jacket  Doftor,  //><?  great  and  good 

Maxim  of  that  famous  Phyjician ,  DcElor  Carleus, 

/vr  bis  Country's  Good ,  travelled  publickly,  as  I  do  ;  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay ,  7/'  my  Phyfick  you  may  he 

certain  of  a  Cure.  Thus  they  back  their  own  Impu¬ 
dence  with  the  fcandalous  Authority  of  other  ignorant 
Pretenders,  to  whole  Memory  they  afcribe  abundance 
of  Honour,  that  the  People  may  learn  from  thence  how 
to  reverence  the  Dunce  who  is  gulling  them,  at  pre- 
fent,  after  the  fame  Manner.  Amono-  the  reft  of  the 
Services  that  they  did  each  other,  when  they  were  met 
o'er  the  Bottle,  if  any  of  the  Fraternity,  through  their 
long  Study,  and  Experience  in  Phyfick  and  Ailrology, 
had  happily  difcover’d  a  new  Plaifler  for  the  Corns ;  a 
precious  Ointment  for  the  Itch,  or  any  other  infallible 
Medicine,  much  better  than  the  bell ;  then  the  Afliffance 
of  the  Society  was  moil  humbly  entreated,  to  adapt 
fome  whimfical  Name  to  the  moll  admirable  Secret, 
and  to  compofe  a  Compendium  of  its  fmgular  Virtues, 
that  the  infallible  Aliquod  might  be  ufher’d  into  the 
World  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Doflor,  much  rather  than 
the  Publick.  for  the  fake  of  thefe,  and  fuch-lrke  Ad¬ 
vantages,  they  continu’d  their  weekly  Meeting  during 
one  whole  Winter ;  but  the  Summer  coming  on,  the 
greater  Part  drawing  off  to  go  their  feveral  Country 
Circuits,  to  diilribute  their  Pacquets  among  the  foolilli 
Multitude,  and  the  reft,  in  their  Cups,  contending  a- 
bout  their  Skill,  and  the  Excellency  and  Efficacy  of 
their  never-failing  Remedies,  fell  together  by  the  Ears 
on  the  Firlt  of  April ;  and  fo,  with  black  Eyes  and 
broken  Heads,  contentioufly  divided,  and  put  a  Period 
to  their  Meeting,  verifying  the  old  Proverb,  That  two 
of  a  Trade  can  feldorn  agree*  Thus  they  met  like  Friends, 
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converse  like  Brothers  ;  till,  at  length,  they  fell  to 
Pieces  like  Enemies  ;  fought  like  Drunkards ;  mauld 
one  another  like  Butchers ;  parted  full  of  Knocks  and 
Bjuifes,  like  wrangling  Clowns  from  a  Cudgel-Playing, 
and  fo  return’d  like  Fools  as  they  were,  to  their  dark 
Alleys  about  Moorfelds ;  where  there  Habitations  are 
as  well  known  to  their  Cullomers,  by  their  orbicular 
Signs,  as  themfelves  are  to  the  World  for  their  Igno¬ 
rance  and  Impudence. 

Of  all  the  Plagues  with  'which  our  Land  is  curft, 

‘The  Frauds  of  Phyftck  fern  to  he  the  worji  : 

For  tho1  the  Lave,  Us  true ,  abounds  ' with  Weeds , 

And  from  Ail  reads  Rules  too  oft  receeds , 

1  et  thofe  keen  Foxes  of  fuch  fun  dry  Sorts , 

Who  hang  in  Swarms  about  her  awful  Courts* 

By  their  male  Practice,  and  prolix  Debates, 

Can  only  hurt  our  Pockets  and  Efiates . 

But  baneful  Quacks,  in  Phy fields  Art  unread. 

To  We&'vmg,  Codling,  or  to  Tumbling  bred  % 

Or  else  poor  Scoundrels.,  'who  for  Scraps  and  Thanks 
Swept  Stages  for  their  M after  Mountebanks  : 

Theft  to  the  if  dr  Id  defir  udlFce  Slops  commend , 

And  do  their  pegs’  nous  Cheats  to  Life  extend [; 

By  main  Pretences  pick  the  Patient* s  Pur[e , 

And  with  jham  Medicines  snake  dm  ten  times  worft. 

So  the  Quack  Preacher,  e, who  pretends  to  heal 

The  '■wounded  Confidence,  fordid  with  too  much  Zeal, 

-  For  Uiant  of  judging  rightly  of  the  Cafe, 

I  faming  Corrofves,  from  Scripture  draws, 

Which,  wrong  apply  d,  for  IV ant  of  Skill  and  Cars, 

Fill  the  fick  Mind  with  Horror  and  Deft pair. 
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The  Weekly  Dancing  Club  :  or  Buttock* 

Ball  in  St.  Giles’j. 


IS  capering  Society  confiding  chiefly  of  Bullies, 
Libertines,  and  Strumpets;  alio  Quality’s  Foot¬ 
men,  who  Drifted  off  their  Mailers  Liveries  to  ap¬ 
pear  Gentlemen,  and  Chamber-Maids,  who  had  ftolen 
on  their  Ladies  deaths,  to  fet  up  for  Gentlewomen. 
Though  I  call  it  a  Club,  becauie  every  Body  paid 
alike  to  the  Mailer  of  the  Revels,  for  his  Trouble, 
Candles,  Dancing-Room,  and  Mufick,  yet  there  was  no 
feleCt  Company,  or  was  there  any  Limitation  as  to 
Number  or  Quality  ;  but  any  Perfon  was  free  to  fhake 
their  Rumps,  and  exercife  their  Members  to  fome  Tune,, 
and  from  the  Gentleman  Rake  to  the  Water-Lane 
Pick-Pocket ;  and  from  the  Lady’s  Confident,  called 
her  Woman,  to  Oyiler  Moll,  whofe  crinigerous  Clift 
was  ready  to  run  the  Gantlope  thro’  a  Regiment  ofFoot- 
Guards ;  fo  that  all  that  would  come  were  welcome,  in 
Mafquerade,  or  otherwife,  if  they  were  but  able  to 
crofs  the  Door-Keeper’s  Hand  with  Six-pence  for  their 
Admittance,  which  was  all  their  Expence,  tho’  the 
Men  danc’d  till  they  were  as  bad  tir’d  as  John  the 
Coachman  with  his  Lady’s  Chamber  Favours  ;  and 
Women  as  much  weary’d  with  their  fwimming  Acti¬ 
vity,  as  a  frefh  Whore,  in  a  noted  Bawdy-Houfe,  with 
a  whole  Day’s  Exercife*  The  Variety  of*  Figures  that 
were  to  be  feen,  every  Lhurfday  Evening,  were  fo  well 
worthy  of  any  Man’s  Obfervation,  that,  like  a  publick 
meeting  at  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica ,  mod  of  them  look’d 
like  the  Purgings  of  our  Goals,  and  the  Spewings  of  our 
Bawdy-Houfes.  In  would  ftep  a  brawny  Bully,  equip’d, 
at  fecond  Hand,  in  Monmouth-Jlreet ,  or  Long-Lane , 
with  his  twilled  flaxen  Wig,  juft  comb’d  and  powder’d. 
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fold,  perhaps,  by  the  Hang-man  into  Middle-Row,  and 
.from  thence  bought  by  fome  of  his  Whores  Pence,  to 
adorn  the  HeClor’s  Blockhead,  with  a  lac’d  Hat,  Beaux 
like,  under  his  left  Arm,  and  in  his  right  Hand  a 
Grays- Inn  Semptrefs  till’d  up  with  taudry  Laces,  old 
Ribbonds,  and  black  Bugles,  as  if  fhe  was  drefs’d  to 
a6l  a  flatterns  Part  in  fome  old  flovenly  Comedy.  By 
and  by,  in  would  bolt  my  Lord  Scatterwid s  Butler, 
in  a  Cafe- off  Wig,  and  Spanijh  Shoes,  given  him  by  my 
Lord’s  Valet  for  making  his  Friends  Welcome  in  my 
Lord’s  Wine  Cellar,  handing,  in  great  State,  my  Lady 
Firkintorls  waiting  Woman,  moil  richly  adorn’d  in  fome 
of  her  Lady’s  bed  Rigging,  which  fhe  hopes  to  defle 
before  fhe  goes  Home,  if  her  Mate  has  but  Time  to 
give  her  a  Tavern  Treat,  and  wants  not  the  Courage, 
when  he  has  her  upon  a  Chair,  to  attack  her  Watering 
Place,  which  file  has  not  Serife  or  Modefcy  enough  to 
value  ;  tho’  that,  with  a  few  old  Cloaths,  are  the  utmoff 
of  her  Fortune.  Amongft  the  red,  a  Lawyer’s  Clerk, 
who  had  ventur’d  to  make  a  Loofe  from  the  Finger 
Drudgery  of  Pen  Ink  and  Paper,  would  ufher  into  the 
buxom  Daughter  of  fome  Chancery-Lane  Victualler,  in 
hopes  to  be  rewarded  for  his  Trouble  with  a  Taplafli 
Maiden-Head,  perhaps  impair’d,  long  fince  at  Fancras- 
Wells,  or  by  her  Father’s  own  Tapfter.  Next  thefe 
a  Beau  Apprentice  in  his  Sundays  Cloaths,  new  wadi’d 
and  powder’d,  handing  in  his  Miftrefs’s  young  tallow 
faced  Kinfwoman,  that  the  Fortunelefs  Maukin,  as 
foon  as  her  Gallant  has  bury’d  his  Indentures,  may 
decoy  the  amorous  Nifey  into  the  matrimonial  Shackles, 
and  fo  prevent  him  fetting  up  for  himfelf  to  the  Dif- 
interefl  of  his  Mader.  Befides  thefe,  who  were  the 
Top  of  the  Quality  that  ever  frequented  this  revelling 
/Academy,  every  now  and  then  a  fluttering  Fool  or 
two  of  both  Sexes  wou  Id  bolt  in,  mafqueraded  in  Arange 
antick  Dreffes,  borrow’d,  for  the  Night,  out  of  fome 
Moorfields  Muflck-Houfe,  by  fuch  who  were  affeam’d 
%  to  appear  in  their  own  tatter’d  Garments,  orto'  fhew' 
their  fcandalous  Faces  without  a  Mafk ;  and  to  fwell 
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the  Number  to  a  Spring-Tide  of  Confufion,  fuch  .an 
Inundation  of  fhabby  Rakes,  Town-Sharpers,  Wea¬ 
ther-Beaten  Punks,  and  young  Strumpets,  were  perpetu¬ 
ally  flowing  in,  that  the  fweating  Dancers  could  fcarce 
mind  their  Steps,  for  guarding  of  their  Pockets  ;  or  a 
Libertine  fhake  his  Heels  with  his  charming  Blowza- 
bella ,  without  treading  upon  the  Corns  of  i'ome  other 
trading  Harlot.  When  the  promifcuous  Variety  were 
thus  met  together,  efpecially  on  a  Summer’s  Day,  when 
the  Pleat  of  the  Weather  requir'd  Air  more  than  Ex- 
ercife,  fuch  an  unfavoury  Mixture  of  contrary  Scents 
arofe  from  powder’d  Locks,  and  plaifler’d  Ulcers ;  per¬ 
fum’d  Snufhes,  and  flunking  Breaths ;  fweaty  Socks,  and 
Hungary- Water  Handkerchiefs  ;  rotten  Old  Ling,  and 
odoriferous  Po?natu?ns ;  Fidlers  Farts,  and  Ladies  fweet 
Bags  ;  Brandy  Belches,  and  Caraway-comfits ;  fublunary 
Fumes,  and  fcented  Gloves ;  flunking  Gonorheas ,  and 
Harts-Horn  Bottles  ;  that  the  Noflrils  of  the  Company 
were  at  once  faluted  with  all  the  Eflences  of  a  Perfumer’s 
Shop,  and  all  the  Stenches  of  an  HofpitaL 

No  fick  Man's  Chamber ,  when  a  hard  hound  Stool 
Idas  eas'd  his  Brain ,  and  does  his  Body  cool, 

Whilft  Nurfe  with  jtaming  Rofem’ry  does  difguife 
*7 he  riaufeous  Fumes  that  from  the  Pan  arife. 

Could  the  ?iice  No/e  with  fuch  a  Mixture  touch , 

And  with  ft  range  V/ biffs  confound  the  Sen/e  fo  much  : 

Or  -could  the  fam'd  Pandora’s  pots' nous  Box, 

*7 hat  /IIP  cl  the  World  at  fir  ft  with  Plague  and  Pox , 

'7 ho'  mix't  with  fulph'rous  Vapours  that  are  Jent 
From  ^Etna’s  Mountain  to  the  Firmament , 

Met  by  a  fweet  and  falutory  Breeze, 

7 hat  from  Arabian  Shores  perfumes  the  Seas, 

With  more  Surprife  upon  our  Senfes  fall. 

Or  yield  a  Ncfegay  like  the  Buttock-Ball, 

For  there  each  Whiff  that  to  the  Noftfii  comes , 
FrmiJ'weqty  7o.cs,  foul  Breaths,  and  pocky  Bum, 

Engender 
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"Engender  '  with  Perfumes ,  that  dry  Minx 
Wears  to  correct  kind  Nature9 s  flowing  Sinks , 

And  to  confound  the  Noje,  heget  a  thoufand  Stinks , 

So  flaw  age  Indians  luff  id  Brutes  embrace , 

And  oft  amufe  us  with  a  ?nonflrous  Race, 

When  a  Set  of  Dancers  were  wantonly  engaged  In 
their  Shake-Tail  Exercife,  it  was  well  worth  the  while 
©f  a  Sitter  by  to  obferve  their  feveral  Motions.  One 
ill-fhap’d  Clown,  with  Mill-Poft  Legs,  much  fitter  tc> 
tread  Mortar  than  to  Hump  it  about  after  the  celebrated 
Tune  of  Green  Sieves  and  Pudding  Pycs ,  would  be  turn¬ 
ing  about  his  fat  Partner,  dripping-hot,  with  wad  ling 
like  a  Cow,  without  Step  or  Figure.  Another,  with  an 
aifedled  Air,  as  ilifF  and  as  formal  as  a  moving  Wax- 
Work  Figure,  would  be  very  bufy  in  recovering  his 
Mate,  who,  for  Want  of  Skill  made  as  many  wry  Steps 
in  her  Dancing,  as  ihe  had  done  in  her  Modefly  ;  and 
would  give  her  fuch  Tugs  to  him,  and  then  fuch  Cafi> 
offs  from  him,  as  if,  like  a  loving  Hufband,  who  has 
a  handfome  Wife  that  Cuckolds  him,  he  was  neither 
pleafed  with  her,  or  without  her.  A  Third,  perhaps, 
would  feem  to  be  a  finikin  Drawer,  turn’d  out  of  Place 
for  his  over  Gentility,  who  had  got  for  his  Partner  a 
Tavern  Cook-Wench,  dillinguifhable  fo,  by  her  fwelling 
Dugs  being  burnt  by  the  Fire  to  a  copper  Colour,  and 
by  the  Lace  of  her  Shoes  being  greafily  tarnifhed  with 
the  Drippings  of  the  baiiling  Ladle.  A  Fourth,  by  being 
bred  in  a  Gentleman’s  F'amiiy,  would  handle  his  Heels 
lilce  an  expert  Performer,  and  Hide  about  the  Pwoom 
with  fuch  an  Air  of  Quality,  which  he  had  learn’d  of 
his  Mailer ;  that  the  flatternly  Chambermaid  he  had 
chofe  for  his  Partner  was  as  proud  to  think  fhe  was  fo 
nicely  gallanted,  as  if  fhe  had  the  Vanity  to  faiicy 
herfelf  envy’d  by  all  the  Whores  in  the  Company.  A 
fifth,  being  a  dapper  Blade,  would  fcorn  to  let  his  Heels 
have  any  Contaft  with  the  Floor,  but  cocking  up  his 
Chin  would  ftretch  his  Body  to  its  utmofl  Length,  as 
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if  he  thought,  by  dancing  upon  his  Tiptoes,  to  add 
Cubit  to  his  Heighth,  and  would  fo  bridle  up  to  his 
light  Hufwife  of  a  Partner  ;  as  if  he  had  made  a  Bar- 
gan  before  Hand  to  take  a  half  Crown  Rubbers  as  foot! 
as  dancing  was  over.  A  dxth  would  riggle  about  his 
Rump,  as  if  a  Gentleman’s  Companion  had  been  prey¬ 
ing  about  his  Buttocks,  whilft  his  Lady  to  humour 
him  in  his  fantadical  Gedures,  would  fcrew  her  Body 
into  fo  many  anfwerable  Podures,  as  if  a  Colony  of 
Crabs  had  unhappily  takenPoffeffion  of  her  MonsVeneris ; 
and  that  fhe  fhufR’d  about  her  Arfe  to  extenuate  her 
Uneadnefs,  for  Want  of  an  Opportunity  to  remove  her 
Enemies  by  fcratching.  A  feventh  would  tread  as  ging¬ 
erly  upon  the  Floor  with  his  Feet,  as  if  he  was  a 
Roman  Catholick ,  enjoy  n’d  the  Pennance,  by  his  Pried, 
of  wearing  Peafe  in  hisShoes ;  and  that  he  had  not  been 
infpir’d  with  Frotejiant  Wit  enough  to  give  them  true 
Boiling,  match’d,  perhaps  with  a  Partner  of  the  fame 
Religion,  who  was  lew’d  enough  to  commit  the  venial 
Sin  of  Fornication,  and  wife  enough  to  conceal  it  from 
the  Ears  of  her  holy  Father.  An  eighth,  a  merry 
Libertine ,  with  a  Heart  as  light  as  his  Heels,  and  his 
Countenance  as  chearful  as  the  Looks  of  a  young 
Council  that  has  gain’d  a  Caufe  for  his  Client  united  in 
Partnerfhip  with  a  high-Church  Whore,  that  would  ra¬ 
ther  chufe  to  be  corrected  with  the  Scourge  of  Reform  a-  ' 
tion,  than  contaminate  her  Honour  with  old  Judice 
Sly-Boots.  A  ninth,  with  the  folemn  Air  and  Gravity 
of  a  Puritan ,  with  his  Fingers  extended  to  their  utmoft 
Length,  and  his  Arms  hanging  down,  like  a  dead  Cri¬ 
minal’s  upon  a  Gibbet,  would  be  depping  to  the  Mu- 
iick,  as  if  he  was  walking  to  the  Meeting,  mod  agreeably 
link’d  to  fuch  a  precife  Counterpart,  that  the  Demu- 
rity  of  her  Drefs,  and  the  San&ity  of  her  Countenance 
made  her  look  like  the  great  Grand-Daughter  of  John 
of  Leyden ,  or  his  contemperary  Knipperdolingy  as  if  they 
were  only  come  to  pry  into  the  Vices  of  the  wicked? 
on  purpofe  to  reform  them.  A  tenth,  with  a  loofe 
Coat  on,  to  ftift  off  upon  Occafion,  with  the  out-fide 

of 


Ill 


The  Dancing  Club. 

of  one  Colour,  and  the  Lining  of  another,  drefs'd  up 
Parte  per  pale ,  like  a  Moderator’s  Confcience,  who 
fhufiPd  backwards  and  forwards,  and  from  one  Side  to 
the  other,  as  if  he  had  a  Maggot  in  his  Head,  and  a 
Worm  in  his  Tail,  and  that  he  had  a  Mind  to  dance 
the  amphibeous  Part  of  an  Hermophradite  between  both 
Sexes ;  yet  had  chofen  out  a  Partner  fo  very  like  him- 
felf,  that  ihe  had  a  Gown  on  as  white  as  a  Surplice,  and 
a  Petticoat  as  black  as  the  Devil,  and  fquinted  fo  con¬ 
foundedly,  that  when  ihe  had  one  Eye  upon  her  Part¬ 
ner,  the  other  was  exprefimg  her  affectionate  Tender- 
nefs  to  ibme  more  faihionable  Gallant,  Thus  the 
mottl’d  Diveriity  of  Rakes,  Beaus,  grave  Hypocrites, 
and  Apprentices ;  Pimps,  Bullies,  Stallions,  Valets, 
Butlers,  and  diiguis’d  Livery-Men  ;  Thieves,  Game- 
iters,  Sweetners,  Town  Traps,  and  Highwaymen 
Procurers,  Punks,  Cooks,  Jades,  and  Chambermaids ; 
damn’d  filing  Whores,  ilill  Sows,  and  Fireihips ;  lew’d 
Widows,  wicked  Wives,  and  whorifh  Daughters 
thefe  larded,  by  Chance,  with  here  and  there  a  Maid, 
but  the  feweit  of  that  Sort  of  any.  The  chief  Mo¬ 
tives  that  induc’d  fuch  a  fwarm  of  two  leg’d  Cater¬ 
pillars  to  give  their  confiant  Attendance  at  this  School 
of  Venus ,  was  not  fo  much  the  Pleafure  of  exercifing 
their  Pededals,  and  refreihing  Nature  with  a  little  whol- 
fome  Activity,  but  to  ogle,  prattle,  wheedle,  give  con¬ 
vincing  Teflimonies,  by  their  airy  Agility,  of  their  be¬ 
ing  charming  Bedfellows ;  the  Women  to  draw  in. 
Cullies  ;  the  Men  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  new  ob¬ 
liging  Midreffes,  to  put  their  Arfes  by  one  Sort  of 
dancing,  into  Tune,  for  another,  and  then  to  make  Afiig- 
nations ;  or  for  the  hot  codpiec’d  Libertines  to  carry  off 
their  Doxies  to  fomeBawdy-Houfe  Conveniency,  where* 
without  the  Danger  of  Surprife,  they  might  dance  Adajrf  s 
jig  to  no  other  Mufick  than  the  harmonious  creeking  of 
a  crazy  Bedded,  This  Buttock-Ball ,  or  Diabolical  A- 
cademy>  where  all  Manner  of  Vice  was  promifcuoufiy 
Taught  at  a  final!  Expence,  by  the  exemplar  Levity  of 
fuch  Perfons  who  were  abfolute  Makers  and  Midreffes 

of 


1X  2  The  Dancing  Club. 

of  all  that  was  infamous  and  wicked,  was  begun,  above 
thirty  Years  fmce.  by  a  half  bred  DanciimMaher,  over  . 
the  Cole- Yard  Gateway  into  Drury- Lane ;  a  Place  fo 
conveniently  feated  among  Punks  and  Fidlers,  that  the  • 
mungril  Undertaker  was  always  fur e  of  Muiick,  and. 
equally  certain  of  a  Crow  of  Whores  to  dance  to  it ;  and 
as  to  lewd  Rakes  to  match  ’em,  there  could  be  no 
want  cf  ’em  ;  for  where  fhould  the  Crows  come  but 
where  the  Carrion  is  to  be  found  ;  fo  that  the  Project 
of  Iniquity  was  no  fooner  put  on  Foot,  but  it  had  fuch 
wonderful  Encouragement  from  thofe  obliging  Ladies, 
who  delight  to  expofe  their  Wares  and  Commodities  to 
fale  at  all  public  Market-Places,  that  the  Eighteen - 
Penny  Gallery  at  the  Play-Houfe  began  to  be  as  thin 
of  fat  Bawds  and  Vizards,  upon  the  Cole-Hole  dancing 
Nights,  as  the  Church  Pews  are  of  loofe  Sparks  and 
wanton  Ladies  on  a n  Ajh-Wednefday,  who  rather  chufe 
to  tarry  at  Home,  than  to  begin  their  Lent  with  curling 
one  another ;  infomuch  that  the  Undertaking  took 
mightily,  and  every  publick  Day  was  throng’d  with 
more  Sinners  than  Dodlor  Burges9 s  Meeting-!  knife  ; 
fo  that  at  length,  the  Mailer  oi  the  Ceremonies  think¬ 
ing  the  Place  too  fcandalous  for  fo  commendable  a 
Vaulting  School,  took  a  more  commodious  Habitation 
in  King-fireet  in  St.  Giles's,  where  he  had  not  only  the 
Conveniency  of  a  more  noble  dancing  Room,  but  alfo 
two  or  three  fpare  retiring  Rooms,  where  a  favourite 
Scholar,  or  Cuflomer,  might  whifper  away  a  Night  or 
two  with  a  young  Lady  upon  a  xeafonable  Coniidera- 
tion.  Thus  the  Undertaker  of  the  Projetl  went  prof- 
peroufly  on  with  his  dancing  Bear-Garden  for  near 
thirty  Years  together,  and  got  abundance  of  Money 
without  any  Interruption,  till  at  laffl,  being  perfecutvd 
by  the  Reforming  Society,  he  was  forced  to  break  up  his 
P.evels,  and  let  his  Firking  School  to  an  independant 
Teacher,  that  the  unhallow’d  Room  might  be  cleans’d 
of  it  Polution,  and  attone,  in  its  latter  Days,  for  its 
former  Iniquities. 

Fhus 
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Thus  all  tcrrefiial  Things  of  Courfe , 
Soon  change  to  better  or  to  worje. 

Churches  have  heretofore ,  by  Rebels , 
Been  turn'd  to  Garrifons  and  Stables  ;  - 
And  Schools  to  make  Maids  fit  for  Spoufes 
Have  been  reform  d  to  Meeting- Houjes . 

T  he  Godly  ev'ry  Day  we  fee , 

Will  ft  art  from  Grace  to  Liberty ; 

And  the  poor  A  Tore  fomethnes  repents , 
And  claims  a.  Place  among  the  Saints  : 
Knaves ,  tho '  unpnnijh' d  by  Aft lilt  ions , 
Turn  Puritans  by  ft  range  Convictions  ; 
And  Puritans,  tho ’  near  their  Graves , 

As  oft  turn  Vice  Verfa  Knaves . 

So  that  in  Spite  of  all  our  Nofes , 

-  What  vuicked  Satan  one  Way  lofes , 

CJ  o  keep  his  In  ft  reft  at  a  Stand, 

He  gains  again  on  t'other  Fiand : 

So  cunning  Ga?nefters,  Satan’s  Sons, 
Recover  by  the  Devil's  Bones , 

What  at  his  Books  they  ve  throve?!  aveay. 
Or  ftquander'd  at  fame  ether  Play . 

The  Coward  who  in  one  King's  Reign , 
Is  fearful  of  a  jh ojp  Campaign , 

Perhaps  ft  t/j  next  his  Weapon  draws, 
And  J'waggers  in  another  Caufe  : 

The  rtr ait  or  ?nay  in  Ti?ne,  grow  juft. 

And  change  into  a  Man  ofTruft  ; 

Or  he  that' s  now  fo  juft  and  wife , 

Turn  Fool,  or  Rebel,  e'er  he  dies  : 

The  very  Prieft  that  veins  our  Hearts, 
Extol' d for  Honefty  and  Paris 
May  prove  in  Spite  of  all  his  Grace, 

A  J  anus  with  a  double  Face  ; 

Religion  once  a  ftogifio  Whore, 

We  fee  is  new  made  very  pure  : 
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Who  knosws  but  that  again  fie  may , 

One  cl  mie  or  other ,  ajiray  ? 

\ Therefore ,  fence  Manners ,  Nations 

Are  feubyedi  to  fetich  flrange  Mutations , 

Why  Jhould  e  njoonder  that  a  Place , 
ho  infamoufely  le*wd  and  bafee , 

Should  nonjj  be  made  a  Shop  ofe  Grace . 

Nothing  unaltedd  long  can  refel ; 

All  are  but  Changlings  at  the  bejt. 
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The  Bird-Fanciers  Club:  And  their 

annual  Fecjl. 


AMONG  the  many  whimfical  Societies  that,  by 
the  different  Maggots  of  conceited  Perfons  in 
this  Town,  have  been  advanc’d  and  promoted,  there 
are  a  feleft  Company  of  gentle  and  fimpJe,  Tag, 
Rag,  and  Bob-Tail,  who  have  a  weekly  Meeting  at  a 
little  Ale-Houfe  in  Rcfemary-Lane ,  and  are  pleas’d  to 
call  themfelves  the  Bird-Fanciers  Club ,  none  being  ad¬ 
mitted  Members  thereof,  but  fuch,  whofe  Affection  to 
the  Feather-Kind  render  them  fitter  Company  for-- 
Jack-Dasvcs  and  Magpies ,  than  for  their  own  Fellow- 
Creatures,  efpecially  thofe  who  have  fhifted  off  thofe 
puerilous  Recreations,  of  fearching  Hedges  for  Birds- 
Nefls,  and  bringing  Sparrows  to  Hat.  When  the  So-  . 
ciety  are  met,  they  generally  confilt  of  as  odd  a  Mix¬ 
ture  as  a  Broker’s  Wardrobe  in  Long-Laney  or  Monmouth - 
Street ,  where  a  beauifh  Sute,  fold  by  a  Gentleman’s 
Valet,  Ihall  hang  up  in  View  between  a  patch’d  Dou¬ 
blet  and  a  leathern  pair  of  Breeches ;  and  a  fine  lac’d 
Cloak  be  difhonour’d  with  the  fcandalous  Company  of 
a  Soldier’s  loufy  Coat,  or  an  old  Thread-bare  Livery 
fo  it  frequently  happens. among  thcfe  comical  Admirers 

of 
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of  the  harmonious  Quire  ;  for  a  well  drefs’dGentleman, 
thouo-h  with  no  more  Brains  in  his  Skull  than  there  are 

o 

in  an  OwlVNeit,  fhall  fit  wedg’d  in  between  a  Couple 
of  loufy  Bird-Catchers,  whofe  Cloaths  on  their  Backs 
fcarce  good  enough  to  he  remov’d  from  the  Dunghill 

OO 

into  a  Rag-Merchant’s  Ware-houfe.  Next  thefe  a 
cuckoldy  Shop-Keeper  out  of  Cbeapfide ,  fo  in  Love 
with  Pidgeons,  that  he  keeps  them  in  his  Garret, 
hemm’d  in  between  a  Couple  of  Newgate- look’d  Scoun¬ 
drels,  that  cry  Singing-Birds  about  Streets,  and  make 
it  there  Bufmefs  to  cheat  barren  Wives,  and  fanciful 
old  Maids,  with  twittering  Green-Birds ,  lick  Sky-Larks , 
and  Hen  Linnets,  Adjoinging  to  thefe  fhall  lit  a  mag- 
gotty  Ale-houfe-keeper,  who,  to  pleafure  himfelf  much 
more  than  his  Culiomers,  has  turn’d  his  publick  Room 
into  a  great  Aueiy-,  that  the  Birds  may  Ihite  flying  upon 
Peoples  Heads ;  and  now  and  then  muddy  their  Drink 
with  a  Hempfeed  Surreverence.  Next  him  fhall  lit,  in 
great  State,  a  famous  Bird  Doctor,  who,  after  twenty 
Years  Experience,  by  the  Blefling  of  Providence,  can 
infallibly  cure  Canary  Birds  of  a  Hoarfenefs  ;  fullen 
Sky-Larks  out  of  the  dumb  Melancholy :  all  feather’d 
Songflers  of  a  molting  Drowfinefs,  or  any  other  Dis¬ 
temper  ;  Poultreyof  the  Pip  ;  and  Pidgeons, .when  they 
are  louly.  Oppoiite  to  the  Dodler,  it  may  be,  lits 
a  Candry-Bird  Merchant,  entreating  Iris  Alhflance  on 
the  Behalf  of  a  poor  Cage  Patient,  who  was  frighted 
out  of  a  Sony  by  the  horrible  Aflaflination  of  a  terrible 
boar  Cat.  Next  him,  perhaps,  is  feated  an  old  Cobler 
who  has  taught  in  his  Time  as  many  Black-Birds  to 
whiftle  Waljingham ,  as  ever  Dr.  Blow  did  Boys  to  fing 
the  Church  Litany.  Among,  the  reft  a  Journeyman 
Flute-maker,  with  his  Pocket  full  of  Bird-pipes,  trying 
now  and  then  a  Tune,  as  if  he  whiftl’d  for  a  Cuflomer. 
Next  him,  a  famous  Projector  ofWire-Goak,  other- 
wife  call’d  a  Bird-Cage- Maker,  chalking  out  upon  the 
Table  the  newel!  Model  of  Wicker-Building  for  an  Owl 
or  a  Magpy ,  and  chattering  as  learnedly  of  Cage- Archi¬ 
tecture,  as  if  there  was  as  much  judgment  in  raiflng  a 

little 
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little  Cottage  for  a -poor  Jenny-Rcn,  as  in  the  Excellent* 
Contrivance  of  a  pompous  Efcurial.  Thefe  mix'd  with 
a  noify  Crowd  of  Neft-Robbers,  and  Pigeon  Merchants,, 
fome  talking  of  their  Spanijh  Runts,  Rough-Foots,  Copple- 
Crowws,  and  Carriers .  Others  contending  about  tire 

w 

harmonious  fino  inp-  of  their  Linnets,  Woodlarks,  Finches , 

o  o  ^ 

Night  in  gals  and  Canary-birds  :  A  third  Sort  boafting  of 
the  admirable  Elocution  of  their  Parrots,  Magpies,  Jack- 
Daws  and  Sterlings.  A  fourth  Cabal,  boafting  of  the 
excellent  Beauty  of  their  Mu feervy -Ducks,  Frizl’d  Hens 
and  Peacocks.  Among  the  reft,  a  Knot  of  Gardeners 
extolling  the  Lapwing  above  all  other  Birds,  for  an 
officious  Worm-Picker  ;  aiTerting  they  are  as  neceilkry 
in  a  Gentleman's  Garden,  as  an  Owl  in  a  Barn,  cr 
Cat  in  a  Cheefe  Loft.  Thus  altogether,  like  a  Dover 
Court ,  every  one  would  be  felting  forth  the  great 
Acquirements,  as  well  as  the  natural  Qualifications,  of 
thofe  Kind  of  Birds  which  has  moft  engag’d  their  A£* 

w 

feftions,  whilft  a  frefh  fupply  of  full  Winchejlers  were 
flowing  every  Minute  to  their  feveral  united  Tables, 
which  were  patch’d  together  for  the  Entertainment  of 
the  Company,  fome  higher,  feme  lower,  like  the  Stools 
and  Chairs  in  a  Country  Farmer’s  Parlour. 

* 

How  can  we  blame  cur  infant  Sons 
For  loving  Tops,  and  Inkhorn-Guns  : 

Or  think  them  foolijh  when  they  cry 
For  this,  or  that  fantafiick  Toy , 

Since  Fathers,  old  enough  for  Grandfires , 

Of  flly  Birds  can  be  fuch  Fanciers, 

And,  Children-like ,  difturb  their  Brains , 

Ahotit  Tom-Tits  and  Jenny-Rens  ? 
y'Jis  true  the  old  Egyptian  Wizards., 

Paid  Flomage  to  their  Bats  and  Buzzards, 

And  reverend d  fair  Minerva’ s  Bird, 

As  if  the  Owl  had  been  a  Lord 
But  in  this  Age,  when  Chrifiian  Souls 
Adore  their  Gold  inflead  of  Owls, 


Am 
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And  Men  improve  the  Art  of  Thinking, 

By  little  Study  and  much  Drinking , 

Mis  Tune  that  Man  ftould  bend  his  Mind 
do  Pleajures  of  a  'nobler  Kind ; 

And  not  to  vchijile  Time  annoy. 

Hath  feather'd  Voices  Day  by  Day , 

To  teach  poor  filly  Birds  the  Tune , 

Of  Pudding-Pics,  or  Bobbing-Joan, 

When  his  apt  Scholars  may  at  l aft. 

Perhaps,  but  break  poor  Pujs's  Fajl ; 

Who  in  one  fihort,  but  fatal  Minute, 

May  jnap  his  Black-bird  or  his  Linnet, 

For  which,  perhaps,  the  foolifh  Nin?iyr 
Had  juft  h  f ore  refus'd  a  Guinea  ; 

’  Then  in  a  PaJJion  five  ears  the  Tongue 
That  bid  the  Gold  ve  as  end ly  hung . 

S.o  when  Gaft'  Crump,  by  Gammer  Brig, 

Is  bid  the  Value  of  his  Pig . 

And  he  the  Money  does  deny, 

Becauje  the  Beauty  of  his  Sty , 

Text  Day,  perhaps,  fo?ne  fatal  Murrain 
Tn  ms  the  poor  Gaffer's  Save  to  Carrion  ; 

Then  Crump  in  Anger,  runs  to  clave 
#  he  Hog,  that  he  her  Blood  may  draw. 

In  Hopes  to  baulk  the  Witch,  and jave 
His  other  Swine  from  Dunghill  Grave. 

Once  in  a  Year,  our  mufical  Admirers  of  Cage-Har¬ 
mony,  who  are  charm’d  fo  unaccountably  with  a  little 
Twitter  and  Chearup,  entertain  not  only  themfelves, 
but  any  that  will  take  Tickets,  with  a  moil  fumptious 
Feali ;  where  a  Comedy  call’d,  Conffion,  is  fo  natu¬ 
rally  reprefen ted,  that  fetting  afide  the  V  ariety  of  Lan¬ 
guages,  Babel itfeM  was  never  acquainted  with  a  greater. 
One  half  of  the  Company  generally  confiibs  of  all  Sorts 
and  Degrees  of  infatuated  Lovers  of  the  chirping  Quire, 
from  tire  iaatahical  ’Squire  down  to  the  mijry  Tranfla- 
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tor  of  old  Shoes  and  Spatter-dafhes  ;  the  other  Mole: 
ot  the  promifcuous  Guefls  are  commonly  made  up 
Men  of  large  Stomachs,  who  have  good  Stowage 
guzzling  Carmen  and  Porters,  who  have  wide  Swa 
lows,  and  fuch  who  out  of  Curiolity  come  to  obier~ 
the  Diforder,  and  to  delight  themfelves  with  the  ocl 
Variety  that  never  fails  to  arife  among  the  mixM  Rai 
ble  of  fuch  irregular  Societies.  The  Houfe,  in  Coir 
parifon  to  mod  that  are  converted  to  publick  Ufes, 
no  bigger  than  a  Bird-Cage,  for  which  Reafon,  I  fup 
pofe,  it  was  the  rather  chofen  by  the  Bird-Fanciers ,  h 
their  Place  of  Rendezvouz.  So  that,  upon  their  Fell 
val-Day,  there  is  not  a  Nook  in  either  the  Boozing- 
Ken  or  the  Yard,  big  enough  to  hold  a  crooked  Pigmi 
about  the  Height  of  a  Ninepin,  but  what  is  occupy’ 
by  fome  Ticket-Guell  or  other,  who,  rather  than  lot 
their  Twelve-penny  Dinner,  will  crowd  into  an  Auger 
Hole.  Every  Room  in  the  Coney-Borough  Manfior 
upon  this  folemn  Occafion,  is  fluff’d  fo  full  of  Seat 
and  Tables,  for  the  Victuals  and  the  Company,  tha 
when  they  are  crowded  into  their  Places,  they  lit  a 
clofely  wedg’d  as  a  Firkin  of  Figs,  or  a  Barrel  of  Red 
Herrings.  The  principal  Table  for  the  better  Part  a 
the  Gueils,  fuch  as  the  wcrfhipful  ’Squire  Mr 

Deputy  Love-Linnet ,  Captain  Magpye  of  the  Hamlets 
and  as  many  more  of  the  Bird-Fancying  Fraternity,  ana 
Pleads  of  the  Parilh,  as  can  crowd  in  amonglt  them,  i 
fpread  up  two  Pair  of  Stairs,  in  the  moil  commodiou 
Room,  though  not  much  larger  than  a  Brewer’s  Cop 
per  :  However,  to  make  amends,  thefe  are  honourY 
with  wetted  Knives,  whofe  Variety  of  Handles  dif 
cover  all  the  Diverfity  that  can  poffibly  be  found  from 
the  Elephant’s-Tooth,  and  Bucks  Brow  Antlers,  to  tha 
Tip  of  the  Bullock’s  Horn,  and  Wooden  Twopenny 
Birmingham  ;  Alfo  decently  entertain’d  with  clean  Lin- 
nen,  that  looks  of  as  many  Colours,  as  the  patch’d 
Sails  of  a  Nevscafile  Collier  refitted  after  a  Tempefl ; 
Some  of  the  Napkins  appearing  as  gray  for  Want  oi 
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Wh  itening ;  fome  as  blue  with  over  Starching  ;  fome 
as  yellow,  with  long  Lying  ;  and  others  as  white  with 
good  Wafhing,  as  if  all  the  Huflwifes  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  unlock’d  their  Trunks  to  fupply  the  Feaft 
with  their  home-fpun  Flaxen,  which  they  had  care¬ 
fully  laid  up  againit  the  Marriage  of  their  Daughters. 

In  other  Rooms,  or  rather  Clofets,  which  are  feldom 
furnifhed  but  upon  this  Occafion,  the  Leaves  of  the  Ta¬ 
bles  are  rough  Deal-boards ;  fo  full  of  ragged  Splin¬ 
ters,  for  want  of  plaining,  that  there  is  as  much  Danger 
in  laying  down  a  Hand  without  Caution,  as  there  is  in 
graiping  the  Branches  of  an  old  dubborn  Goofeberry- 
Bulh  ;  for  the  Ceremony  of  a  Table-Cloth  was  quite 
laid  afide,  as  if  it  was  as  obnoxious  to  the  Company 
as  a  Surplice  to  a  Conventicle  ;  fo  that  nothing  appears 
beiides  batter’d  Plates  and  crack’d  Trenchers,  to  hide 
the  dragged  Boards,  which  are  juft  in  the  lame  Con¬ 
dition  as  they  were  brought  from  the  Saw-pit,  and 
only  loofely  laid  on  upon  empty  Buts  and  Barrels,  that 
as  the  GuefI  fit  at  their  Tables,  when  over-gerg’d  they 
may  pifs  into  the  Bung-Holes  to  make  Room  for 
more  Liquor.  Whoever  propofes  to  make  a  hearty 
Meal  ought  to  take  fpecial  Care  to  bring  a  Knife  in 
their  Pocket  ;  or,  notwithilanding  the  Fead,  they 
may  chance  to  make  a  Fafl-Day  of  it,  if  they  depend 
upon  the  Borrow  ;  their  Seats  have  hitherto  been  an 
odd  Mixture  of  little  Forms,  Crickets,  Buffet-Stools  and 
Runlets  ;  the  lad  of  which  are  commonly  chofen  by 
the  greateil  Guzzlers,  becaufe  when  Nature  is  fo  op- 
preft  that  they  want  Leakage,  they  may  turn  their 
Conduit-Pipes  into  the  Tap-Holes  of  the  Cafks  they 
lit  upon,  without  giving  themfelves  the  Trouble  of  a 
Remove  to  the  Chamber-pot.  Mod  Parts  of  the  Houfe, 
befides  the  Club-Room  above,  and  the  Boxes  below, 
are  furnifh’d  upon  the  Fedival  after  the  foregoing  Man¬ 
ner,  and  I  make  no  Doubt  but  fome  of  the  Society, 
whom  my  Landlord  dare  trud,  are  glad  to  fqueeze  into 
the  Cellar,  there  to  dand  among  Tap-Tub's,  devour 

their 
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their  Dinners  upon  But-Heads,  and  to  wipe  their  greafy 
Fingers  betwixt  their  Legs  upon  their  patch’d  Breeches..] 
Their  Provifions  con  fill  always  of  the  bed  SubdantialsJ 
as  Beef,  Pork,  and  Mutton,  for  they  are  feldom  trou-J 
-bled  with  fuch  fqueamifh  Stomachs  that  require  the 
Cookery  of  a  Pontac,  or  Locket ,  to  tofs  up  Dainties;? 
for  their  Appetites ;  there  being-  fome  of  the  Company 
who,  for  their  own  fingle  Shares,  would  eat  a  Rum  ford 
Calf  cut  into  Scotch  Collops,  belides  an  anfwerable  Pro¬ 
portion  of  forc’d  Meats  and  Bacon ;  for  which  Reafon 
the  Bill  of  Fare,  as  it  is  ordered  by  the  Stewards,  is 
mod  commonly  a  true  EngUJh  Catalogue  of  noble  Sir- 
Loins,  huge  thundering  Legs  of  right  Hampjhire  Pork, 
and  adonifhing  fat  Giggcts  of  rare  Leicejier/hire Mutton : 
As  for  Lady-picking  Wild-Fowl,  Venifon-Padies,  and 
fuch  expendve  Superfluities,  they  leave  them  to  the 
Court'  Quality,  and  rich  gormondizing  Citizens,  who 
have  little  elfe  to  do  with  their  Money  but  fool  it  away 
upon  nice  Bits,  Raggoes,  and  Kickfhaws  :  As  to  Li¬ 
quors,  like  true  and  faithful  Subjedls,  they  never  ex¬ 
ceed  the  natural  Products  of  our  own  Country, but  chear- 
fully  content  themfelves  with  full  Wtnchefiers  of  good 
Mild  and  Stale,  the  rare  coroborating  Juice  of  whole- 
fome  Malt  and  Hops,  fuch  that  drengthens  the  Backs  of 
jolly  Watermen,  Porters,  Coachmen,  Carmen  and  black 
thirdy  Vulcans,  who  drudge  at  the  nuptial  Anvil,  like 

Slaves  in  a  Plantation,  to  hammer  out  ludy  Boys  for 

•  • 

the  Defence  and  Service  of  their  Country,  and  abandon 
all  inglorious  Luds  after  foreign  Clarets,  thofe  codly 
Occadons  of  Fevers,  Gouts  and  Rhumarifrns.  The 
lad  Difh  which  is  brought  up  two  Pair  of  Stairs  to  the 
principal  Table,  is  a  live  Bird  Pye,  which  contains  fuch 
Variety  of  feather’d  Songders,  that  no  fconer  is  the  Lid 
cut  up,  and  the  little  Prifoners  fet  at  Liberty,  who 
lay  before  immur’d  between  Pye-Crud  Walls,  but  the 
Room,  in  an  Indant,  is  turned  into  an  Avery,  whilft 
die  Company  like  wild  Cats  tumble  ail  into  Confufion, 
and  madly  leaping  over  one  another’s  Pleads,  claw, 

fight 


The  Bird-Fanciers  Club .  201 

fight,  and  fcramble,  in  their  Hair-brain’d  Ptirfuit  of 
their  poor  frighted  Quarry  ;  who  to  efcape  the  Hands 
of  their  contending  Enemies,  dodge  them  for  a  Time 
till  fome  of  the  fatted  of  the  Company,  quite  tir’d  with 
the  Chafe,  are  forc’d  to  give  out,  and  fit  puffing,  hawk¬ 
ing  and  coughing,  ready  to  difcharge  their  full  Stomachs 
of  thole  greafy  Dabs  they  had  fo  plentifully  eaten  ; 
whilft  others,  who  have  more  Breath,  and  are  more 
active,  catch  the  belt  of  the  Birds,  that  they  may  carry 
them  Home  as  Tokens  of  their  Affe&ions  to  their 
Wives  and  their  Daughters  ;  upon  the  Difp  atch  of 
this  Ceremony,  which  is  commonly  attended  with  bro¬ 
ken  Shins,  much  Laughter,  and  abundance  of  Diforder, 
the  Dinner  is  concluded,  and  then  the  Plate  is  handed 
about  for  the  Relief  of  the  poor  Widow  of  ibme  de¬ 
ceas’d  Bird-Fancier,  which  has  no  fooner  made  its  Way 
thro’  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  well-duff ’d  Society, 
but  a  Period  is  put  to  the  grand  Solemnity ;  and  you  are 
heartily  welcome  Gentle?nen . 

-  V  • 

How  fond  is  every  Fool  to  he  a  Guef , 

Where  wild  Diforder  Crowns  the  noify  Feaft  ? 

As  if  indecent  Scrambling  with  each  Clown 
And  rude  Confufion  makes  the  Meat  go  down  : 

Sure  Wife  and  Children ,  whom  we  ought  to  love. 
Vexatious  Mefs- Mates  to  the  Hujband  prove  ; 

Or  elfe  ?io  Spouje  would  rather  chufe  to  dine 
Among  fuch  greedy  Herds  of  two- leg  d  Swine, 

Where  dirty  Boards  or  ?nufty  VeJj'els  lye 
As  Tables,  fome  too  low,  and  fome  too  high  ;  , 

And  where  coarfe  Towels  of  a  Groat  a  Yard, 

Are  only  to  the  Parijh  Dons  prefer* d ; 

Whilft  tjpofe  of  lower  Rank  have  neither  Cloth, 

Or  Napkin,  but  are.  deftitute  of  both  ; 
l  et  all  fit  eajy  o'er  the  Fare  they  find. 

And  gladly  lick  their  Fingers  when  thefve  din'd: 

Drink  with  their  Lips  unwip'd  till  greafy  Oil 
,r  'Glazes  the  Surface  of  their  powerful  Swill : 

G  Yet 
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Yet  no  nice  Gueft ,  like  fquecunijh  Beau  finds  • 

But  fwallows  down  the  Fat  that  crowns  the  Malt ; 
Why  not  ?  fence  each  Man ,  lefe  the  Proverb  /yes, 
Mufe  eat  a  Feck  of  Dirt  before  he  dies. 

But  if  at  pub  lick  Feafes  we  cast  agree 
With  fuch  ccurje  Ufage  and  Indecency  ; 

And  tho ’  we  pay ,  yet  be  content  to  bear 

With  Slights  and  Failings  when  our  Hofes  fall  errs 

Why  then  at  Home ,  when  Trifees  prove  amifs , 

Should  we  grow  angry  and  difeurb  our  Peace  ? 

What  tho*  the  Capons  are  in  Roafeing  fp oil'd ; 

Or  the  Calve’s-Head  too  much ,  or  little  boil d  P 
What  if  the  Cloth  be  neither  clean  or  fine. 

When  fame  dear  Bottle  Friend's  brought  Home  to  dine 
Or  that  your  Wife  Jhould  at  the  Table  frown, 

Becaufe,  perhaps,  undrefl  in  Morning  Gown, 

For  Want  of  timely  knowing  Jhe  Jhould  be 
Oblig'd  to  entertain  ft  range  Company, 

Why  jhould  fuch  Female  Follies  vex  our  Hearts , 

And  snake  us  ?nad  at  Home  by  Fits  and  Starts  l 
Since  we  abroad,  at  our  Expence,  can  bear 
A  thouf and  Faults  that  more  provoking  are,' 

Tv  the  proud  Madams  of  the  Bar  bow  low f 
But  to  our  Wives  sucre fs  and  fighting  grow  : 

Wink  at  great  Errors  for  a  Ful  ler  s  Gain, 

But  oft  at  Home  without  a  Cauje  complain- . 

t 

Therefore,  fence  gyizzling  Spendthrifts  can  di [pence 
With  dirty  Ale-Hcufe  Slights  without  Offence, 

When  Maudling.  drunk  they  Jr om  their  Revels  come , 
They  Jhould  not  crow  and  tyrannize  at  Home  : 

For  he  that  fnuhs  his  Wife  he  ought  to  prize. 

Is  born  to  be  a  Cuckold  e'er  he  dies 
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The  Lying  Club,  and  how  it  came  to  be 

ejtabliJticL 

I  R  Harry  Blunt ,  a  witty  Gentleman,  and  very 
famous  in  the  Art  of  ivle?jdaci  lo  queue  e ,  being  under 
an  Obligation  to  give  a  Tavern  Treat  to  fome  foreign 
Travellers,  who  were  come  over  into  England ,  to  make 
themfelves  acquainted  with  our  Cuftoms  and  Curiofities, 
did  accordingly  invite,  in  the  Year  fixty-nine,  his  out- 
Iandifh  Gueds  to  the  Bell-Tavern  in  Wefiin'wjhr ,  to  a 
plentiful  Entertainment,  their  Dinner  confiding  of  a 
huge  over-grown  Carp  dew’d ;  three  Brace  ot  Par¬ 
tridges  and  a  Leverite  in  the  Middle,  for  the  fecond 
Courfe,  and  a  butter’d  Apple-pye  to  conclude  the  Feaft. 
When  each  of  the  Company  had  fudic’d  Nature,  >and 
their  Tongues  began  to  be  at- their  ufual  Liberty,  the 
Dainties  which  fo  lately  had  oblig’d  their  Appetites, 
occadon’d  them  to  fall  into  a  Difcourfe  of  Fifhing, 
Fowling,  and  fuch  Sort  of  Sports,  as  ’tis  reafonable  to 
believe  the  Creatures  they  had  eaten  mud  naturally  in¬ 
troduce,  efpecially  among  fuch  Perfons  that  happened 
to  be  Sportfmen  ;  fo  that  every  one  being  fond  of  amu- 
fmg  the  Ted  with  fome  extraordinary  Adventure,  as 
an  Evidence  of  his  Skill  in  thofe  rural  Recreations,  a 
forward  Gentleman,  who  was  willing  to  break  the 
Way,  begins  the  following  Story,  to.fhew  what  mira¬ 
culous  Succefs  he  had  once  met  with  in  his  Hunt¬ 
ing,  viz. 

About  i even  Years  dnee,  when  I  lived  in  Fra?ice ,  a 
few  Leagues  from  Motupellier ,  in  the  County  of  Langu- 
dock ,  an  unhappy  Gentleman,  who  was  my  near  Neigh¬ 
bour,  happen’d  to  be  murder’d  by  his  own  Servant, 
dio  aid)  broke  open  a.  Calket,  and  carry’d  off  fome 
jewels  of  a  confiderable  Value;  but  public  Intelligence 
immediately  difpatch’d  throughout  the  whole 

G  z  *  Kingdom 
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Kingdom,  there  was  no  Poftibility  of  his  attempting  to 
get  over  Sea  from  any  of  the  Ports,  but  he  mult  of 
Neceffity  have  been  taken.  About  a  Week  after  this 
horrid  Villany  was  perpetrated,  the  Sea  being  agree¬ 
able,  I  had  a  ftrong  Defire,  mov’d  by  fome  fecret 
Impulfe,  to  take  out  my  Dogs,  being  inwardly  allur’d, 
that  in  fuch  a  aidant  Wood  I  fhould  meet  with  a  wild 
Boar  that  would  yield  us  excellent  Sport,  accordingly 
one  Morning  an  Hour  before  Sun  Rife,  having  given 
my  Huntfman  Notice  over  Night,  we  were  all  in  a 
Readinefs  to  take  the  Field ;  andj^repofteffed  of  infal¬ 
lible  Succefs  away  I  marched,  with  only  my  Huntf¬ 
man,  a  Relatiou  and  my  Servant,  in  Quell:  of  the 
Game  I  had  already  row’d  in  my  Fancy,  we  had  not 
long  been  enter’d  into  the  Avenues  of  the  appointed 
Wood,  but  the  Dogs,  who  were  beating  in  one  of  the 
thickell  Copfes,  began  to  open,  and  no  looner  had  the 
Huntfman  given  them  Encouragement,  but  away  they 
went  full  *Cry,  tho’,  what  Game  they  met  with  was 
but  as  yet  Conje&ure,  at  length,  hearing  them  all 
open  in  the  Middle  of  the  Wood  a  long  Time  together 
without  any  CefTation,  and  much  about  the  fame  Place, 
as  near  as  we  could  guefs,  we  judg’d  by  the  Eagernefs. 
c f  their  Mouths,  that  they  had  fomething  at  a  Bay, 
upon  which,  fir’d  with  the  Refalution  of  keen  Sportf- 
jaen,  we  bolted  thro’  the  under  Wood,  leaving  here  a 
Bit  of  Coat,  and  there  a  Bit  of  Skin,  to  back  the  Dogs 
again  ft  their  powerful  Adverfary,  who,  as  we  thought, 
was  defending  himfelf  with  hisTufhes;  at  laft,  after 
many  painful  Scratches,  and  other  implacable  Difficul¬ 
ties,  we  came  in  to  the  Hounds,  who  were  all  fpending 
and  tearing  at  a  Bottom  of  a  high  Tree  as  if  the  Devil 
had  poftefs’d  them  ;  but  finding  no  Signs  of  any  Thing 
that  could  warm  die  Dogs  with'  fuch  unufual  Fury,  we 
were  ready  to  conclude  they  had  hunted  fome  old 
Witch  in  the  Shape  of  a  Boar,  who  had  given  them 
the (  Drop  in  that  Place,  by  mounting  upon  a  Wither,,, 
and  riding  o’er  the  Tops  of  the  Trees  to  take  San tim 
ary  in  her  own  Cottage  ;  but  as  we  were  thus  Handing 
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tinder  ike  Umbrage  of  the  Oak  which  the  Dogs  had 
fur  rounded,  all  ftrangely  amus'd  at  this  uncommon 
Difappointment,  down  drops  a  Surreverence  from  the 
Top  of  the  Tree  upon  the  Withers  of  my  Horfe,  juft 
under  my  Noftrils,  which  in  plain  Englijh ,  flunk  much 
worfe  than  ever  1  fmelt  a  Pc  E-Cat ;  Morblu,  thought 
I,  what  unlucky  Bird  is  this  that  has  difhonour’d'  my 
Galloper  with  iuch  an  ignoble  Crefl  ?  And  with  that, 
looking  upwards,  I  beheld  a  uge  bald  Pair  of  Buttock#, 
with  the  other  Appurtenances  hanging  dangling  down 
like  a  Lyon’s  Tongue  when  he  has  been  well  hunted, 
perched  upon  a  crooked  Bow  inilead.of  a  Home  of 
Office,  to  prevent  the  unfavory  Fruits  of  his  Labour 
from  dripping  into  his  Trouzers.  How  now,  %  Sirrah, 
faid  I,  Trees  were  made  for  Birds  to  perch  upon,  and 
not  fuch  Beads  as  you  are,  who  cannot  elevate  your 
unmannerly  Rump,  but  you  mull  p  u r  down  your 
Dendelylon  Dung  upon  the  Heads  of  your  betters.  Pray 
Sir  forgive  me,  crys  the  poor  Fellow,  H  nvas  nothing 
hut  the  Over  formings  of  my  extraordinary  Fear ;  and  1 
thought  a  cleanly  Stool  would  be  much  more  comfortable 
than  a  foul  Pair  of  Breeches .  Sirrah,  faid  1,  cornu 
down,  and  let  me  know  who  and  what  you  are,  or  my 
Man’s  Fufee  fhall  fetch  you  off  your  Perch ;  upon  which. 
Threat,  he  only  beg’d  Leave  to  button  up  his  Breeches* 
faying,  he  would  then  defeend,  and  fubmit  hirnfelf  to 
our  Mercy  ;  accordingly  the  frighted  Refugee  quitted 
his  lofty  Station,  and  Bid  down  the  Trunk  with  as 
much  Agility  as  a  Monkey ;  but,  no  fooner  had  he 
d rop’d  hirnfelf  upon  Terra  Firmct ,  e’er  I  presently  dif- 
coveined  him  to  be  my  Friend’s  Servant  who  had  robb’d 
and  butcher’d  his  Mailer;  upon  which,  I  pofitively 
charg’d  him  with  the  Fa6>,  and  with  a  forrowfiil  Coun¬ 
tenance  he  confeffed  hirnfelf  Guilty  ;  I  then  enquir’d  of 
him  what  was  the  Meaning  that  the  Hounds  perfif d 
him,  to  which  he  anfwered,  he  could  aihgn  no  Rea- 
fon,  'but  thefe  Two;  the  find  was,  that  his  Pumy » 
Wf  re  made  of  the  tannd  Hide  of  a  wild  Boar,  and  by 
fp, m.  II eat ■  of  his  Feet  left  a  Scent,  as  he  f appos'd  upon 
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the  Ground,  which  the  Hounds  had  been  us’d  to  %  or 
elfe,  that  Providence  had  ordain'd  that  a  Man  who  had 
kill'd  his  Mcijler  Jhculd  he  hunted  by  Dogs  into  the  Hands 
vf  Juftlce  ;  to,  in  this  miraculous  Difcovery  we  ended 
the  Sport  of  the  Day,  and  deliver’d  the  Offender  into 
*he  Power  of  the  Law,  who,  in  a  little  Time,  was 


broke  upon  the  Wheel,  as  he  judly  deferv’d,  for  his 
mod  treacherous  Villany. 

No  fooner  was  this  Story  ended,  but  another  Gen¬ 


tleman,  with  the  Licenfe  of  a  Traveller,  drcceeded  it 
with  a  fecond,  no  lefs  remarkable  for  its  firrprizing 
Contingencies,  that  what  might  be  obferv’d  in  the 
proceeding  Amufement,  viz. 


About  nine  Years  fmee,  be  inn-  order’d  from  Holland 
to  negotiate  fome  Bufinefs  in  Nova  Holland': a,  in  the 


EaJ}~ Indies,  I  was  oblig’d  to  refide  for  feverai  Months,, 
in  the  Dutch  Facdory;  in  which  Time  being  curious 
to  infue£l  a  little  into  the  aaiacent  Country,  I  pot 
an  honed  Fellow,  who  was  a  neighbouring  Indian % 
that  could  fpeak  a  little  Dutch  to  bear  me  Company-; 
and  willing  to  give  myfelf  fome  Diver&on  in  my  Ram¬ 
ble,  I  took  with  me  fuch  Fifhing-Tackle  as  the  Coun¬ 
try  afforded,  that  we  might  pleafe  ourfelves,  by  the 
Way,  with  an  Hour  or  two’s  Recreation  by  the  Sides 
of  fuch  Rivers  as  we  fhould  chance  to  meet  with. 
Angling  being  a  contemplative  Paffime  that  I  always 
■delighted  in.  When  we  were  thus  equip’d  for  our 
•wandring  Expedition,  away  we  jog’d  upon  our  Pede- 
ffalt,  till  at  lad  vve  came  to  a  pleafant  River  which  the 
Indian  was  acquainted  with,  who  told  me,  it  abounded 
with  a  delicious  Fifn  in  the  Language  of  the  Natives 
call’d  a  Paw  ton,  which  fig  n  ides  a  Glutton  ;  ib  nam’d, 
becaufe  a  voracious  Fifh  that  would #  frequently  prey 
upon  its  own  Kind  ;  walking  by  the  Banks  to  pick  out 
a  fhady  Place  that  might  give  us  a  little  Umbrage 
from  the  fcorching  Sun-Beams,  we  at  length  came  to  a 
furious  Bed  of  Oders,  where  we  might  ftand  with 
Pleafure,  and  there  accordingly  vve  prepared  ourTackle, 
and  refolved  to  try  our  Fortune*  The  Indian  being  but 
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a  Bungler  at  this  Sort  of  Sport,  could  not  get  himfelf 
in  a  Readinefs  fo  foon  as  myfeif ;  fo  that  I  was  enter’d 
upon  my  Paftime,  whilft  he  was  very  bafy  in  fum¬ 
bling  oat  his  Implements  ;  nor  had  I  laid  into  the 
River  above  two  Minutes,  e’er  I  found,  by  my  Float*  • 
I had  a  .Twinging  Bite,  but,  as  ill  Fortune  would  have 
it,  I  happen’d  upon  my  Head  to  have  a  feather’d  Cap, 
much  worn  in  that  Country,  and  as  my  Noddle  was 
moving  among  the  Tops  of  the  Ofiers,  a  (winging 
which  are  generally  very  large  in  thofe-  Part?, 
hovering  aloft,  juft  ever  me,  and  taking, ;  I.  fuppoie, 
the  Pinnies  upon  my  Noddle  to  be  fome  ftrange  Sort  of 
Bird,  and  having  a  Mind  to  tafte  whether  it  was  goad 
Food,  or  not,  came  fooping  down,  and  made  fuck  a 
furious  Stroke  at.  her  new  Quarry,  that  I  thought,  for 
a  Minute  or  two,  fee  had  left  my:  Shoulders  Headlefs ; 
under  which  Surprise  I  dropp’d  my  Angle-Rod,  and 
fo  loft  my  Fifti ;  but  coming,  by  degrees,  a  little  to 
myfeif,  .  1  began  to  fcratch  my  Ears  to  feel  whether  1 
had  a  Head  on,  and  in  groping  after  that,  I  found  I  had 
only  loft  my  Cap  :  I  was  very  much  amaz’d  at  this 
unaccountable  Aftault,  and  gazing  around  me  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  Aftailant,  but  feeing  No-body  near  me  but 
my  Indian  Companion  on  the  other  Side  the  River,  I 
turn’d -my  Eyes  upwards,  and  at  a  considerable  Biftance, 
there  1  few  the  feather’d  Thief  failing  upon  the  Wing 
t©  the  next  Wood,  I  fuppofe  to  examine  into  his 
Booty  :  My  Fife  mg- Mate  was  fo  bufy  that  he  perceiv’d 
not  the  Difafter,  and  was  as  much  furpriz’d  when  I 
told  him  what  had  happen’d,  as  I  myfeif  was  who 
had  furviv’d  the  Danger ;  however,  having  no  great 
Damage,  Ir .flood  again  to  my  Tackle,  and  apply  \i  my- 
felf  to  my  Sport,  but  remember’d  the  Sportftnan’s  Say- 
cvi%::  War e^  Uavjki  and  kept  my  Eyes  about  me, 
for  Fear  the  hungry  R^pparee  who  had  hatch’d  av/a  v 
my  Capy  when  fee-;  found  herfelf  difappoiiited,  feould 
come  again.  For  my  Head*  which,  as  empty  as  it  is,  I 
xvas  very  unwilling  to  A  are  her  ;  I- had  not  long  been 
return’d  to  my  Fafeme,  Her  I  had  another.  Bite,  /but 
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juH  as  I  ftruck  I  found  a  ft  range  Bouncing  in  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  fudi  a  Weight  pulling  at  the  End  of  my  Line, 
that  I  did  not  fear  to  weigh  what  I  had  f alien’d  for  fear 
of  fhivering  my  Tackle,  fo  that  I  play’d  with  my  un¬ 
known  Supper  down  the  Stream,  tfil  at  length  we  came 
to  a  gravelly  Shallow,  where,  with  eager  Eyes,  I  be¬ 
held  the  Monfter  I  had  tir’d  with  my  Management, 
upon  Sight  of  which  in  flepp’d  my  Companion,  and 
it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do  to  give  him  a  Heave 
upon  the  Shore  ,*  when  we  had  thus  fecur’d  him,  he 
had  fo  gorg’d  my  Hook,  that  I  was  forc’d  to  rip  him 
open,  or  muft  have  broke  my  Line,  but  found,  upon 
the  Defedlion,  that  the  leaf!  of  feven  Filh  had  firfl  taken 
the  Bait,  and  being  well  faften’d  was  fwallow-d  by  a 
bigger  ;  thefe  two  by  a  third  ;  the  three  by  a  fourth  ; 
the  fourth  by  a  fifth  ;  the  fifth  by  a  fixth,  and  all 
thofe  by  an  over-grown  large  one,  which  compleated 
the  Number  afore-meiition’d  ;  fo  that  I  caught  a  Neft 
&f  Fifh  one  within  another,  at  one  fortunate  Stroke,  to 
make  myfelf  Amends  for  the  Lofs  of  my  feather’d  Cap, 
at  which  Succefs  I  was  fo  highly  pleas’d,  that  we  put' 
up  our  Tackle,  and  return’d  homewards  with  abundance 
of  Satisfa&ion  ;  but  that  which  happen’d  to  be  the  molt 
fortunate  Miracle  that  attended  our  Adventure,  was, 
that  jiift  as  we  came  within  Sight  of  the  Fadtory,  my 
Cap,  which  I  had  loft  after  fo  odd  a  manner,  came 
tumbling  down  in  a  perpendicular  Line,  from  a  lofty 
Diftance,  and  chuck’d  as  clefe  upon  my  Noddle,  as 
a  new  Hat  fitted  on  by  an  Englifo  Haberdafher ;  being 
itrangely  ftarded  to  find  fomething  clapp’d  upon  my 
Head,  and  my  Companion  before  me,  I  pull’d  off  my 
Bonnet  in  a  great  Surprize,  and  perceiv’d  it  to  be  the 
very  individual  Cap  which  the  Ha<wk  had  robb’d  me 
of,  and  viewing  it  all  over,  fer  my  better  Afturancc, 
found  that  the  merry  Bird  had  muted  in  the  Lining, 
and,  either  thro’  Defign  or  Accident,  had  crown’d  me 
with  a  Siirrevercnce  :  I  prefently  recolle&ed  the  old 
Englijh  Proverb,  Ehat  jhitten  Luck  'll 'as  good  Luck , 

and  highly  commended  the  good  Humour  of  the  Haswkr. 

that 
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that  would  not  fuffer  me  to  return  into  the  Fadlory  with 
a  callow  Foie,  which  being  new  fhav’d  was  as  bare  as  a 
-  Bird’s  Arfe,  fo  I  wip’d  off  the  Soil,  put  on  my  feather’d 
Mounteer,  and  was  pleas’d  I  had  met  with  a  Bird  of 
Prey,  that  had  much  more  Honelly  than  feme  of  my 
fellow  Creatures.  Upon  the  Conclufion  of  which  Story  , 
Indeed ,  Sir,  fays  Sir  Harry  Blunt,  had  not  the  Hawk  been 
jo  dull  as  to  return  your  Cap ,  /  s would  have  given  you 
mine,  for  I  think  you  defer  ve,  for  the  Wonders  you  have  to  id 
us,  all  the  Caps  hi  the  Company . 

Sir  Harry  being  a  Gentleman  of  ready  Wit,  and 
quick  Invention,  and  it  now  falling  to  his  Turn  to  en¬ 
tertain  the  Company,  confidering  it  highly  concern’d 
his  Reputation  to  oblige  them  with  fomething  that 
might  be  worthy  of  his  Character,  accordingly  he  pre¬ 
fen  ted  them  with  a  Specimen  of  his  Genius,  after  the 
following  Manner,  viz. 

As  for  my  Part,  Gentlemen,  the  only  Exercife  that 
I  particularly  delight  in,  is  drawing  the  long  Bow,  in 
which  Piece  of  Archery,  by  continual  Pra6tice,  I  am  fa 
expert,  that  I  have  oftentimes,  with  an  Arrow,  taken  a 
tingle  jack-daw  from  the  Weather-cock  of  a  Church 
Steeple,  fo  that  I  as  frequently  go  a  Fowling  with  my 
Bow  and  Arrow,  as  other  Gentlemen  do  with  their 
Nets  or  Birding  Pieces,  and  as  often  return  Home  with 
unaccountable  Succefs  :  It  happen’d  no  longer  fin<*e 
than  Yeilerday  Morning,  that  my  Man  and  I  crofs’d 
die  River  into  Surry ,  to  try  if  we  could  meet  with  any 
tolerable  Sport  on  that  Side  the  Water,  where,  we 
rang’d  the  Woods  and  Fields  for  feveral  Hours,  be¬ 
fore  we  met  with  any  Sort  of  Game  that  was  worth 
our  ihootlng  at,  infoniuch  that  we  were  quite  tir’d 
with  our  fruitlefs  Endeavours,  and  to  eafe  our  Lees* 
had  taken  up  our  fitting  upon  the  pleafant  Bank  of  a 
narrow  Rivelet alfo  to  conmlt  which  Way  we  fhouid 
fleer  our  Courfe,  that  we  might  mend  our  Fortune  :  As 
we  were  thus  talking  and  refrefhmg  our  weary  Limbs, 
caking  my  Eyes  around  me,  I  happen’d  to  efpy  a 
Woodpecker  very  bufy  at  work  upon  the  Trunk  of  art 
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Apple-Tree,  whofe  Boughs  were  laden  with  very  beau¬ 
tiful  Fruit,  growing  by  Chance  in  a  Meadow  on  the 
other  Side  of  the  River  ;  fo  that,  tho’  I  very  well  knew 
a  Woodpecker  was  no  Food,  yet,  to  exercife  my  Hand* 
1  refolv’d  to  let  fiy  at  her,  accordingly  drew  my  Bow, 
at  which  Inftant  up  leap’d  a  Twinging-  Carp,  a  great 
Height  above  the  Stream,  in  a  diametrical  Line  to 
the  Mark  I  had  taken  Aim  at,  that  my  Arrow  very 
luckily  took  the  Fifh  in  the  Head,  carry ’d  that  to  the 
Woodpecker ,  and  peg’d  them  both  fait  into  the  Body  of 
the  Apple-Tree,  being  greatly  overjoy’d  at  this  unex¬ 
pected  Succefs ;  by  the  Help  of  my  Man’s  Grane-StafF 
I  took  a  running  Jump,  and  fprung  over  the  River, 
and  pulling  out  my  Arrow  with  fome  Difficulty,  down 
dropp’d  my  Fowl  and  Fifh  both  as  dead  as  a  Herring ; 
Upon  this,  Hooping  for  a  little  Grafs  to  wipe  off  the 
Blood  from  the  Peg .  of  my  Arrow,  I  happen’d  to 
catch  a  young  Leaver?  te  by  the  Ears,  who  finding  hi  ru¬ 
le  if  taken,  did  fo  claw  my  Hands  m  ftruggling  for 
his  Liberty,  that,  being  vex’d  at  the  Smart,  I  gave 
his  Neck  a  Twill,  and  Hinging  him  in  a  Fury  a  few 
Yards  from  me,  call  him,  by  good  Fortune,  among  a 
Covy  of  Partridges,  and  by  the  Violence  of  the  Throw 
kill’d  three  Brace  :  Being  itrangely  aftonifh’d  at  this 
miraculous  Event  of  one  Tingle  Shoot,  I  tofs’d  back 
the  Staff,  that  itiy  Man  might  come  over  to  me,  who, 
with  lifted  up  Hands,  beheld  the  bleeding  Wonder,  and 
picking  up  the  Game,  put  them  into  his  Hawking- 
Bag.  By  this  Time  the  Heat  of  the  Day,  and  our 
tireiome  Walk  having  made  us  drowthy,  we  began  to 
remind  ourielves  of  the  Apples  over  our  Heads,  fo  that 
I  order’d  my  Man  to  climb  the  Tree,  who  mounted 
accordingly,  and  fhook  down  as  much  Fruit  as  we 
could  well  bring  off  with  us  ;  thus  highly  fatisfy’d  with 
our  unexpected  Succefs,  we  return’d  Home  laff  Night, 
on  Purpofe  to  entertain  this  good  Company  with  the 
Fruits  of  our  Labour  ;  fo  that  the  Carp,  the  Par¬ 
tridges,  the  Levet-ite,  and  the  Jpple-Pye,  which  were 
brought  to  the  Table  this  very  Day,  I  hope  will 
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convince  you,  that  I  fcorn  to  tell  1'efs  Truth  than  the  reil 
©f  my  Neighbours. 

■  Pray,  Sir  Hmfy?  fays  one  of  the  Gentlemen,  what 
did  you  do  with  that  Woodperker  ?  Poll,  pcb,  replies  Sir 
Harry ,  I  intend  to  dry  him  in  an  Oven,  then  hang 
him  up  in  my  Hall  with  a  Parchment  Label  about 
his  Neck  that  fliall  convey  the  Miracle  to  fucceeding 
Generations, 

A  fober  grave  Gentleman  fitting  next  to  Sir  Harry, 
who  had  no  extraordinary  Talent  in  fuch  Sort  of  Stories,, 
but  it  being  his  Turn  to  continue  their  Mirth,  the’ 
Company  were  very  importunate  with  him  to  oblige 
them  with  a  Relation  of  forne  Adventure  that  might  be 
agreee able  with  the  former  ;  but  the  Gentleman  conic i- 
ous  of  his  own  Inefficiency,  and  perceiving  the  reft 
to  be  all  Mailers  of  the  Art  of  Amufement  defired  to 
be  excused,  but  they  Hill  perilled  in  their  troubiefome 
Entreaties  till  thev  teaz’d  him  into  a  Paffion,  info- 
much,  that  lie  wraps  out  a  great.  Oath,  and.  breaths 
out  this  Expreilion,  viz.  1  verily  believe  every  Tittle 
you  have  j aid  to  be-  nfalhbly.  true,  and  that  fence  I  muji 
be  conformable,  /  think  as  great  a  Lye ,  as  any  I  have 
heard  yet . 

The  foregoing  Sarcafm  being  fpoke  with  Warmth, 
it  put  the  Company  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter :  Well* 
fays  Sir  Harry ,  fence  we  are  all  Travellers ,  and fo  hap- 
fjly  * met  together ,  let  us  confer tute  a  Mcetbig  once  a  Week 
in  this  very  Houfe  we  are  novo  Jb  merry  in,  that  we  may 
ref  refer  Nature  with  a  chearful  Bottle,  and  exercife  our 
Faculties  to  one  another s  Satisfaction  ',  TO  which  Propofai 
the  whole  Company  affented ;  hut  hark  ye.  Sirs ,  fays 
the  Gentleman  whom  they  had  teaz’d  with  their  Im¬ 
portunities,  a  Society  wsitkout  a  Name ,  is  like  a  Book 
Without  a  Title  ;  t  her  fore  if  we  intend  to  hold  a  c  enfant 
Meeting ,  it  is  necefedry  we  Jhould  ajfeume  fern  certain 
Denomination ;  upon  which,  one  would  have  it  the  Gc/z- 
tie  man's  Club,  another  the  Traveller's  Club:  No,  no, 
fays  the  fleering  SatyriH,  let  us  cedi  it  the  Lying  Club; 
ami  ehufe  Sir  Harry  for  our. Chair- Manx  Being  all  very 
-  ^  G  6  Merry 
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Merry  over  their  Wine,  they  were  bell  pleas’d  with  the 
laft  Diftindtion,  accordingly  refolv’d  themfelves  into  a 
Ciixb  under  the  fame  Title ;  and  before  they  parted 
fettled  all  the  Preliminaries,  and  agreed  to  be  govern’d 
by  the  following  Orders,  viz. 


ORDERS  to  be  obferved  by  the  LYING- 
CLUB,  holden  at  the  Bell-Tavern  in 
Weftminfler. 


THAT  the  Chair-Man  fhall  be  oblig’d  to  wear  a 
blue  Cap  with  a  red  Feather  in  it,  or  upon  his  Re- 
fufal  to  do  the  fame,  fhall  for  fuch  Contempt,  be  tur¬ 
ned  out  of  the  Society. 

II.  That  no  Perfon  fhall  be  admitted  as  a  worthy 
Member  of  this  worfhipful  Society,  till  he  has  given 
fufiicient  Teflimony  of  his  Qualifications  to  the  whole 
Board. 

III.  That  whofoever  fhall  prefume  to  fpeak  a  Word 
of  Truth  between  the  efiablifh’d  Flours  of  fix  and  ten, 
within  thH  worihipful  Society,  without  firfl  faying  with 
an  audible  Voice,  ly  your  Leave ,  Sir  Harry,  fha’l,  for 
cjvery  fuch  Offence,  forfeit  one  Gallon  of  fuch  Wine  as 
Mr.  Chair-Man  fhall  think  fit. 

IV.  That  when  any  worthy  Member  fhall  modeflly 
introduce  any  itupendious  Improbability,  beyond  what 
the  Chair-Man  fhall  be  able  to  parallel,  that"  then  the 
faid  Chair?Mm  i hall  refign  his  Cap,  and  deliver  up  his 
Chair  to  fo defervi ng  a  Member,  who  fhall  hold  the  fame, 
till  fome  other  Member,  by  his  extraordinary  Merits 
ihall  happen  to  oblige  him  to  the  like  Resignation. 

*  -  V.  That 
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V.  That  any  worthy  Member  of  this  worfhipful  So¬ 
ciety,  who  fhall  prefume  to  fwear  during  Club  Hours, 
except  to  grace  a  Lye,  fhall,  for  every  fuch  Offence, 
forfeit  one  Bottle  of  fuch  Wine  as  the  Chair-Man  fhall 
appoint. 

VI.  That  if  any  Member  of  this  worfhipful  Society, 
fhall  negled  to  appear  upon  the  Club  Night,  between 
the  aforefaid  Hours  of  fix  and  ten,  that  every  fuch  Ag~- 
greilor,  upon  the  fucceeding  Club  Night,  fhall  for  fuch 
Contempt,  be  araers’d  four  Rhodornontades  offHand,or 
forfeit  five  Shillings  to  the  Servants  of  the  Houfe,  and  in 
Cafe  he  doubles  his  Neglect  by  not  attending  the  Board 
upon  the  next  Club  Night,  then  to  be  amers’d  upon  his 
next  Appearance,  as  many  thumping  Lies  as  the  Chair- 
Man  fhall  think  fit,  or  to  be  expelPd  this  Society. 

VII.  That  no  Perfbn  be  admitted  a  Member  of  this 
worfhipful  Society,  except  Doftor  Oatess  or  fuch  as  fhall 
bring  under  the  Doflor’s  Hand  and  Seal  a  Teiiimcnial 
of  their  Qualifications. 

VIII.  That  this  worfhipful  Society  be  duly  adjourn’d 
at  ten  of  the  Clock,  or  the  Chair-man  to  forfeit  a  Gallon 
of  Claret  to  the  Board,  and  his  Cap  and  Feather  to  his 
right  Hand  Neighbour. 

Upon  this  Footing  the  Lying-Club  was  at  firft  eftablifhM, 
over  which  Sir  Harry  Blunt  prefided  as  Chair-Man 
above  a  Twelve-month,  till  at  length,  a  merry  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  an  abfolute  Mailer  of  the  lying  Faculty, 
difrobM  him  of  his  Authority ;  but  Sir  Harry  in  a 
little  Time  recover’d  his  Reputation,  and  re-in-ilated 
himfelf  in  the  Chair,  which  he  held  fucceffively  for 
Several  Years  after,  till  he  had  the  Honour  to  become 
the  Patron  or  Maecenas  of  all  the  Fictions  in  the  Town, 
therefore,  fince  I  have  given  you  the  Rife  and  Con- 
kitution  of  this  memorable  Society,  I  fhall  now 
:  proceed 
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proceed  to  fome  of  their  fabulous  Stories,  deliver’d  by 
certain  Members  upon  their  firft  Initiation  ;  alio  fevera  j 
remarkable  Extravagancies  that  pafs’d  to  and  fro,  be¬ 
tween  the  famous  Knight,  and  filch  of  the  witty  Mem 
bers  as  contended  for  the  Chair. 

In  a  iliort  Time  after  the  Society  was  eflablifh’d 
came  a  Couple  of  young  Gentlemen  to  defire  their  Ad-, 
mittance,  being  well  qualiry’d,  as  they  thought,  tel 
perform  their  Exercife  according  to  the  Cullom  of  the 
Club,  upon  fending  up  their  Bufmefs  by  a  feledl  Drawer 
that  attended  the  Society,  they  were  admitted  to  the 
Board,  to  give  Proof  of  their  Endowments  ;  upon  which 
the  moll  forward  of  the  two  began  to  exercife  his  Ta 
lent  (after  paying  his  Compliment)  in  Manner  follow 
ing,  wkx 

Gentlemen,  about  five  Years  fxnce,  I  had  the  ill  For* 
tune  to  marry  a  very  beautiful  Woman,  in  whole  de 
lightful  Embraces,  for  a  confiderable  Time,  I  though 
xnyfelf  not  only  fecure,  but  extreamly  happy,  till  a. 
length,  as  I  v/as  walking  early  one  Morning  in  nv- 
own  Grounds,  according  to  my  Cuilom,  I  happehV 
to  meet  with  an  old  Woman,  who  was  fauntering  to¬ 
wards  my  Dairy-houfe  to  beg  a  Pitcher  of  Butter-milk 
Good-morrow  to  ye,  old  Mother ,  faid  I  ;  Good-morrow,  Ma 
ft&,  quoth  the  beetle-brow’d  Beldam  ;  adding,  if  I  wouk 
crofs  her  Hand  with  a  Piece  of  Silver,  fhe  would  tel 
me  my  Fortune,  which  accordingly  I  did,  but  mor 
out  of  Charity,  than  any  CuriontyIhadtphear.ru 
Deiliny  ;  no  fooner  had  fhe  receiv’d  a  Token  of  m 
Bounty,  but,,  in  plain  Words,  fhe  told  me  I  v/as 
Cuckold  ;  you’re  a  lying  old  Hag,  faid  I ;  and  I  coni 
find  in  my  Heart  to  have  you  ladl’d  at  the  next  whippin 
Poll.  Since  you  will  not  believe  me,  cries  the  furl 
Witch,  PH  make  you  fee  your  Horns,  der  you  go  muc 
further ;  and  tfb  we  both  parted,  m  uttering  at  each  other 
but  I  had  not  g-one  above  two  hundred  Yards,  before 
came  to  a  curious  Spring,  which  tempted  me  to  refrei 
my  Eyes  with  feme  of  the  running  Water,  which 
had  no  fooner  done,  bat  ilooping  to  the  Stream  t 
>  repea 
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repeat  the  fame,  I  few  myfelf  in  the  Water  perfectly 
transform’d  into  a  mighty  Buck,  with  a  Load  of  Antlers 
upon  my  Head  fudicient  to  have  fet  up  a  Knife  Cutler  ; 
I  was  drangely  adonifh’d  at  this  unaccountable  Change, 
and  began  to  coniider  that  I  was  certainly  bewitch’d 
by  that  confounded  Sorcerefs,  who  had  told  me  my 
Fortune  ;  for  I  frill  found  I  had  my  Memory  left,, 
though  I  was  depriv’d  of  Speech,  and  totally  diveded 
of  my  human  Appetites,  fo  that  my  Brains  run  upon 
nothing  but  fhady  Woods  and  frefh  Paftures  ;  and 
were  fo  drangely  poffefs’d  of  unaccountable  Fears,  that 
the  Barking  of  a  Dog  frighted  me  much  worfe  than 
a  Clap  of  Thunder  ;  I  now,  to  hide  myfelf  from 
the  Sight  of  the  PafTengers,  made  the  bed  of  my  Way 
to  a  neighbouring  Cover,  where  I  lay  in  Solitude  for 
feveral  Days  and  Nights,  and  was  glad  to  nibble  off 
the  Bark  of  my  own  Trees,  for  a  darving  Sudenance  ; 
In  this  unhappy  State  of  a  timorous  Brute  I  liv’d  for 
feveral  Months,  till  it  began  to  be  rutting  Time  with 
me,  that  I  found  my  Dowfets  itch  as  much  after  a 
Doe,  as  ever  my  Concupifcence  did  after  a  Woman, 
and  was  grown  of  a  hidden  fo  Horn-mad  withal,  that 
I  was  ready  to  run  a  Tilt  at  every  Thing  that  came 
near  me  ;  fo  that  1  left  my  Cover  m  the  Night,  and- 
jump’d  over  the  Pails  into  my  own  Park,  in  Hoj5e$ 
to  match  myfelf  with  a  Mate,  where  I  had  not  been 
above  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  but  I  heard  a  drange 
Voice  over  my  Head,  crying,  Marcum,  Marcum,  draw 
Blood  of  thy  Rival?  and  the  fame  Jhull  refiore  thee  to  thy 
former  Shape  :  I  lideirid,  you  mild  believe,  with  alt 
the  Ears  1  had,  and  was  glad  to  be  inform’d,  that 
there  was  any  Poffibility  of  being  once  more  recover’d 
into  a  State  of  Humanity,  but  was  dill  as  ignorant 
which  Way  to  profecute  the  Advice  that  the  Witch* 
or  Devil  had  given  me,  as  I  was,  before  I  was  in- 
ftrfeed,  how  to  fhift  off  my  Brutality  ;  fo  that  I 
was  ready  to  fancy,  the  Hag  had  only  feoff ’d  me* 
for  I  could  not  forefee  any  Profped  that  I  had  of  pur¬ 
ging  her  Dire&ions  ;  but  the  next  Day  proving  ex- 
' '  ;  ceffive 
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cefllve  hot,  and  I,  who  ought  to  have  been  the  Mader 
Buck,  being  a  Stranger  to  the  Herd,  was  beaten  by 
my  horned  Brethren,  from  all  the  Covers  of  the  Park, 
that,  for  my  Eafe  as  well  as  my  Security,  I  ven¬ 
tur’d  to  leap  over  a  lofty  Pale,  that  fenc’d  in  an  Or¬ 
chard  adjacent  to  my  Houfe,  there  couch’d  myfelf 
amidft  a  Thicket  of  Curran-bufhes,  where,  I  had  net 
Iain  long,  but  my  Rival  and  my  Lady  came  failing 
along  the  Grafs,  link’d  fo  amoroufly  together,  as  if 
they  were  retir’d  with  a  mutual  Defire  of  giving  their 
Arfes  a  Sallet  :  Jud  as  I  imagin’d,  fo  it  prov’d,  for  no 
fooner  had  they  Ikreen’d  themfelves  behind f  a  thick 
Holly-Hedge,  but  down  he  lays  my  Lady,  and  jud  as 
he  was  going  to  add  one  Sprought  more  to  my  unmer¬ 
ciful  Cred,  up  roufes  I,  and  with  the  revengeful  Fury 
of  a.  Horn-mad  Cuckold,  run  full  tilt  at  the  Poderiors 
of  my  Rival,  and  goring  his  brawny  Drivers  with  my 
Brow-Antlers^I  was  immediately  redor’d  to  my  pri- 
ftine  Humanity,  which  the  Adultrefs  beholding,  in  a 
drange  Confudon,  Ikipp’d  as  nimbly  from  the  Ground 
as  a  Dutch  Tumbler  ;  and  dying  in  a  Fright,  with  her 
Gallant  halting  after  her,  happen’d  to  plunge  into  a 
deep  Well,  over-grown  with  Nettles,  and  her  Spark 
upon  her,  fo  I  clapp’d  on  the  Lid,  for.  fear  they  fhoujd 
druggie  out  again,  went  into  my  Houfe,  reconcil’d ■  my¬ 
felf  to  my  Servants,  and  came  to  Town  on  Purpofe  to 
oblige  you,  dngenious  Gentlemen,  with  this  amudng 
Relation,  in  hopes  to  become  a  Member  of  this  wor- 
fhipful  Society.  - 

'Truly 9  Sir,  replies  the  Chairman,  this  Story  may  pafs 
fQr  a  fubfantial  Lye  among f  fome  ignorant  Pretenders, 
who  are  not  able  to  difiinguifb  between  Truth  and  Fal/e- 
hood ;  but  we  cannot  here ,  by  the  Laws  of  our  Society , 
admit  any  Gentle?nan ,  who  is  fo  carelefs ,  in  the  Per¬ 
formance  of  his  initiating  Exercife ,  as  to  corrupt  his 
Genius  rjqith  the  leaf  Probability  :  No  adulterated  Lye , 
dafldd  and  brew  d  with  Truth,  will  pafs  current  in  ths  emi¬ 
nent  Society  ;  though  a  great  Part  of  this  Story  is,  fa¬ 
bulous  enough  in  Re  of  on,  yet  nothing  is  more  likely  than 
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that  you  may  be  cuckold and  the  Probability  of  that  de~ 
/troys  the  Incredibility  of  all  you  have  reported ;  for  as 
I ruth  out  cf  a  Lyar  s  Mouth  ought  fcarce  to  be  credited, 
'  fo  nothing  can  deferve  the  Sanction  of  a  Lie ,  but  <u:hat  is 
refin'd  vjith  Judgment  from  all  manner  ofi  Probability  ; 
therefore  I  hope.  Sir,  you  mill  excufie  us,  for  m  e  cannot 
po  filly  admit  you. 

This  unexpected  Difappointment  fo  dafh’d  the;  poor 
Gentleman  out  of  Countenance,  that  he  had  nc^fcMng 
further  to  offer  in  his  Defence,  but  up.  he  ffarled,  aim 

ffepping  abruptly  out  of  the  Room,  Z - ds,  fays 

he,  if  fiuch  Lies  as  thefie  mill  not  pa fs  Mufier  among  you, 
the  Devil  himfelf  is  only  fit  to  be  your  Chairman  ;  fo  went 
haftilv  down  Stairs,  left  his  Friend  behind  him,'  and 
niarehed  off',  muttering,  very  much  diffatisfy’d. 

No  (boner  had  the  Society  difpatched  this  Gentle- 
liaan,  but  Silence  was  commanded,  and  his  Companion 
that  came  in  with  him  was  called  upon  to  report  to  the 
Board  what  he  had  to  offer,  that  might  recommend 
him  to  the  Society  ;  upon  which,  though  he  was  a 
little  difpirited  to  fee  his  poor  Friend  come  off  fo  un- 
fuccefsfully,  yet,  having  a  pretty  good  Affurance,  he 
refolved  to  give  them  a  Specimen  of  his  Talent,  and 
thus  began  his  Amufement,  viz. 

My  Father,  being  a  Darhyflsire  Gentleman,  happen’d 
to  have  an  old  Seat  near  the  Peak ,  and  a  plentiful 
Eftate  in  that  County  ;  behind  the  Heufe,  among  o- 
ther  Wonders,  there  remains  a  deep  Well,  into  which, 
n~t  only  our  Family,  but  many  of  the  Neighbours, 
in  the  inteffine  Wars,  caff  the  beff  of  their  Treafure  to 
fecure  it  from  the  Rebels;  but,  when  the  Troubles 
were  over,  attempting  to  recover  what,  as  each  believ’d, 
they  had  fo  carefully  difpos’d  of,  they  found  upon 
their  Search,  the  Gulph  that  had  fwallow’d  up  their 
Wealth  was  of  fach  an  immenfurable  Profundity,  that 
all  the  Cart  Ropes  in  the  Country,  join’d  together, 
were  not  long  enough  to  fathom  it ;  upon  which  my 
Father,  being  troubled  at  his  Neighbours  Loffes  as 
well  as  his  own,  fent  up  to  London  for  a  Waggon  Load 
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of  Hemp,  and  had  it  fpun  and  twilled  into  a  Rro ng 
Line  in  Order  to  reach  the  Bottom ;  when  he  had 
thus  far  proceeded,  he  eredleda  Windlefs  over  the  Mouth 
of  the  Well,  had  a  Bucket  made  as  large  as  a  Grantsf- 
end  Tilt  boat,  furniiVd  it  with  a  good  Featherbed,  a 
Runlet  of  Derby  Me ,  a  Peck  Loaf  and  a  Che/bi  re Chetfe, 
Pipes,  Candles,  and  Tobacco,  and  offer’d  five.  Pound  to 
any  Country  Fellow  that  would  venture  to  travel  to 
the  End  of  this  infernal  Thoroughfare,  but  notwith- 
Handing  the  Provifion  he  had  made,  and  the  Reward  he 
promis’d,  yet  the  Country  People  had  Inch  frightful 
Notions  of  this  terrible  Deiccnt,  that  none  ef  them 
would  engage  in  the  fubteranean  Expedition;  at  length, 
a  poor  Scotch  Pedlar,  being  robb’d  of  his  Goods,  as 
travelling  to  a  Fair,  came  in  great  Dillrefs  to  me  Fa¬ 
thers  Door,  and  beg’d  for  a  bard  Onion  and  a  little 
Oatmeal  to  help  him  forward  in  his  Journey,  upon, 
which  my  Father  told  him  the  whole  Story;  offered 
him  the  Gratuity  aforementioned,  and,  for  his  further 
Encouragement,  a  Tv  the  of  all  the  Riches  he  fhould 
happen  to  recover;  thefe  joyiul  Propofats  fo  readily 
prevail’d  with  the  indigent  Pedlar,  that  he  prefently 
undertook  his  perpendicular  journey,  and  fwore,  were 
it  the  Fundament  of  Hell,  and  he  fhould  meet  the  De’il 
by  the  Way,  yet,  if  it  were  poflible,  he  would  earn 
the  Money:  Upon  this  his  Refolution,  my  Father1 
bound  him  to  his  Bargain  by  an  Earned  of  ten  Shil¬ 
lings;  fo  the  Tackle  was  got  ready,  and  after  alitttle 
Repall,  the  Pedlar,  without  Fear,  flept  into  his  Cabbin 
with  his  empty  Wallet  upon  his  Shoulder,  and  was  let 
down  Gradatim  for  two  Days  and  two  Nights,  and 
then  the  Line  flackene.d,  from  whence  we  concluded 
that  he  was  arrived  at  the  Bottom,  where  we  fuller d 
him  to  remain  the  bell  Part  of  a  Day  to  gather  up  the 
Riches;  at  lad,  we  found  he  gave  the  Rope  a  Pull  as 
an  Item  of  his  Willrngnefs  to  return,  accordingly  we 
wound  up,  and  to  our  great  Satisfaction,  found  him 
much  more  ponderous  than  in  his  P adage  downwards, 
from  whence  -  we  reafonably  conjectured  he:,  had  diL 

covered 


‘■The  Lying  Chib.  219 

covered  die  Wealth, and.  made  a  profitable  Voyage;  by 
this  Time  the  Neighbours  were  collected  in  a  Body,  all 
gaping  for  the  fortunate  Refurrebtion  of  the  bold  Ad¬ 
venturer,  like  the  Rabble  waiting  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Mountain  for  the  Sight  of  a  ftrange  Monller  ;  fome 
enliven’d  with  the  pleafing  Hopes  of  fharing  the  wealthy 
Returns  he  had  recover’d  from  the  Deep  ;  others  ex¬ 
pelling  to  hear  wonderful  News  from  the  Heather  Re¬ 
ctifies  of  the  lower  World ;  all  equally  importunate  to 
behold  the  Undertaker  of  fo  dangerous  an  Expedition ; 
at  lalt,  after  three  Days  Labour  to  reduce  him  from 
the  Deep,  up  came  the  Vehicle,  and  oat  flept  the 
Scotchman,  with  his  Pack  upon  his  Back  very  richly 
laden  with  Mujlins ,  Gallic  oes,  and  Silk  Handkerchiefs r 
but  without  a  Tittle  of  the  loft  Treafure  for  which  he 
had  been  diving ;  we  prefently  attack’d  him  with  a 
-  thpufand  Qu.eftions,  about  what  Difcoveries  he  had 
made  in  the  fubterranean  Travels,  particularly  how  he 
came  to  be  fo  well  fund  fired  with  fuch  a  Stock  or  Com¬ 
modities  ;  in  Anfwer  to  which,  he  told  us,  he  had  met 
with  nothing  remarkable  in  his  long  dark  Pali  age,  . 
till  he  came  among. the  Jntifodes,  where  he  happen’d 
to  find  a  Parcel  of  India n  We  avers  felling  their  Goods 
at  a  Fair,  fo  that  he  improv’d  the  Opportunity  by  buy¬ 
ing  good  Penny-worths,  and  had  replenifh’d  his  Pack 
with  feveral  Indian  Manufactures,  at  the  fmall  Expence 
of  what  my  Father  had  given  him  ;  but,  as  for  the 
Treafure  he  went  in  Search  of,  what  had  been  pour’d 
in  on  this  Side  the  Globe,  was  taken  upon  the  other 
Side,  and  pad  all  Recovery,  fo  that  every  Body  was 
forc’d  to  be  content  with  their  LofTes  ;  as  foon  as  he 
had  given  us  this  forrowful  Account,  beholding  himfeif 
furrounded  with  fuch  a  Number  of  Spectators,  he  fell 
to  opening  his  Pack,  and  all  People  prefent,  being: 
curious  to  purchafe  fome  thing  of  what  was  gain’d  fb 
jniraculoufiy,  bought  up  all  his  Wares  at  his  own  Pri¬ 
zes  ;  upon  which,  the  Pedlar  was  very  importunate 
with  my  Father  to  give  him  the  Liberty,  of  going  a 
fecond  Time  to  Market;  but  my  Father,  being  a  Man 
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of  a  covetous  Temper,  deny’d  the  Scotchman's  Requed, 


and  refolved  to  go  himfelf,  but  the  Tackle  breaking  m 
the  Middle  of  his  Defcent,  let  hirn  drop  at  once  to  his 
Journey’s  End,  beyond  all  Recovery ;  fo  that  I  led  my 
Father,  but  got  the  Eftate,  and  am  now  come  up  to 
London  to  oiler  this  Nehc-finnd  Pajjage ,  upon  reafonable 
Terms,  to  the  E aft- Lidia  Company. 

His  fictitious  Story  being  thus  ended,  truly  young  Gen - 
iletnan ,  fays  the  Chairman,  cof dering  your  Louth ,  / i 
think  you  have  given  a  fujjicient  TejEmcny  of  your  gh.a- 
lif cations ,  and,  hetaufe  Jo  jromifing  a  Falfloquent  fhouid 
not  he  baulk'd  cf  -hrs  Matriculation,  vee  admit  you  as  a 
Member  of  this  ncorjhip/ul  Society  ;  fo  my  humble  Service  to  \ 
you ,  and  you  are  veiled  me  Brother. 

Upon  another  Night,  when  there  was  a  full  Board, 
and  the  Fumes  of  the  Wine  had  infpir’d  the  Society 
with  much  Wit  and  Pleafantry,  feme,  who  were  ambi¬ 
tious  of  being  feated  in  the  Chair,  refolv’d  to  make  a 
home  Pufh  at  Sir  Harry  Blunt ,  and  by  the  Dint  of 
extravagant  Lying  to  thrufl  him  out  of  his  Authority, 
the  Chairman  being  obliged  to  refign  his  Pod,  if  he 
attempted  a  Tale  that  he  could  not  make  paflable, 
or  when  another  told  a  Lye  that  he  could  not  readily 
parallel.  Purfuant  to  this  Defign,  which  was  anreed  on 
by  feme  Travellers,  one  of  the  Undertakers,  who  was 
warm’d  with  Emulation,  began  as  follows,  viz. 

As  I  was  once  travelling  upon  the  Weft  India  Con¬ 
tinent,  I  happened  to  behold  a  Cabbage  whofe  Leaves 
were  fo  extenfive,  that  it  was  at  lead  a  Months  Jour¬ 
ney  for  a  Snail,  or  a  Slug  to  crofs  the  leaf!  of  ’em ; 
and  that  one  iingle  Leaf,  in  Cafe  of  a  Famine,  was 
ftifhcient  to  fubfiil  a  whole  Country  for  a  Week  ; 
but  that  which  was  mod:  remarkable,  the  Stalk  was  as 
thick  as  a  Church  Steeple,  and  as  high  as  the  Mo* 
mment ;  out  of  the  Sides  of  which,  beneath  the  Cab¬ 
bage  that  grew  upon  the  Top  of  the  Stem,  fprung  a 


plentiful  Excrefcency  of  fuch,  delicious  Sprouts,  that  a 


Mefs  of  them  boiled  with  a  Gammon  of  Bear-Bacon , 
was  the  bed  Victuals  iftHhe  Uni  verfe. 

•;  •  'TvcU 
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■'T <wa$  a  thumping  Cabbage ,  indeed ,  reply’d  Sir  Harry  , 
but  1  once  .met  <ivith  as  great  a  Wonder  i?i  my  late  Era* 
<vels  through  Preher  John’j  Country ,  viz.  As  I  was 
riding  upon  an  Elephant,  with  my  Man  behind  me 
upon  the  fame  Beall,  in  my  P adage  from  Chimaza  to 
Eottmozd,  1  happened,  by  the  Road  Side,  to  efpy  a 
brazen  Wall  of  fo  ilupendious  aHeight.that  I  gotaCrick 
in  my  Neck  by  gazing  at  the  Top  of  it :  When  we 
had  rid  by  the  Side  of  it  about  a  League  and  a  half, 
we  came  to  a  very  tall  Ladder  eredled  againh  the  Wall, 
and  pitch’d  againk  a  Hole  half  a  Mile  below  the  Cor- 
nifh,  through  which  I  imagin’d  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
City,  fo  miraculoufly  fortify’d,  pafs’d  in  and  out ;  being 
krangel  y  amus’d  at  this  wonderful  Sight,  I  hop’d  my 
Elephant ,  and  leaving  the  peaceable  Brute  to  the  Care 
of  my  Servant,  mounted  up  the  Ladder  to  fatisfy  my 
Curiokty  by  a  Peep  on  the  other  Side,  and  having 
climb’d  to  the  Port  in  about  half  an  Hour,  with  an  Ach¬ 
ing  Heart  and  a  giddy  Brain,  I  cak  my  Eyes  downwards 
from  my  lofty  Promontory,  but  could  difcover  nothing 
at  fo  great  aDikance,  but  a  great  Number  of  little  black. 
Things,  who  were  pecking  like  fo  many  Rooks  in  a  new 
Pwn  Peafe- field  ,*  but  finding  another  Ladder  on  the 
contrary  Side,  I  took  Heart  of  Grace  and  defeended 
down  am  on  gk  ’em,  and  when  I  came  there,  what 
above  I  took  to  be  Crows,  I  found  below  to  be  Tinkers 
very  hard  at -Work ;  and  what  I  had  fcolifhly  con¬ 
jectured  to  be  brazen  Walls  of  fomc  rich  and  populous 
City,  proved  nothing  more,  upon  a  clear  Enquiry*  than 
an  old  Caldron,  about  a  League  in  Diameter,  which 
had  fullain’d  fome  Damage  by  carelefs  Ufage.,  and  To 
an  Army  of  Tinkers  were  employ’d  by  the  Owner  to 
hop  its  Leaks.  A  Chaldron ,  cry’d  the  Author  of  the 
foregoing  Story,  a  League  in  Dia?neter  too  !  Zauns ,  Mr. 
Chairman,  pray  avhat  could  it  be  for  P  Sir ,  reply’d  Sir 
Harry,  it  <zvas  made  on  purpofe  to  boil  your  great  Cabbage 
in.  By  which  witty  return  Sir  Harry  maintain’d  his 
Honour  and  fecur’d  his  Chair  from  the  Invafion  of  his 
Rival.  .  * 


Upon 
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Upon  this  Difappointment,  another  of  the  Combb 
natcrs,  to  hack  his  Confederate,  thus  began  his  extra¬ 
vagant  Fidlion,  in  hopes  to  win  that  Honour  which  his 
Friend  had  fail’d  of. 

Being  fent  into  Perfa ,  feme  Years  fince,  to  nego¬ 
tiate  an  Affair  concerning  the  Silk-Trade,  with  an  E- 
ifiinent  Merchant  of  that  Country,  and  hearing,  when 
1  was  there,  an  incredible  Account  of  the  Sophy's  Pa¬ 
lace,  I  had  a  great  Curiofity  to  beheld  the  lame,  ac¬ 
cordingly  gave  myfelf  the  Trouble  of  a  Day’s  Jour¬ 
ney  to  gratify  my  Defire  ;  but  when  I  came  within  Sight 
of  the  magnificent  Pile,  I  was  much  more  aftonifhed  at 
its  wonderful  Appearance,  than  I  was  at  the  Defcrip- 
tion;  for  the  Alps  are  no  more  to  be  compared  to  it. 
in  Height,  than  a  Mole-hill  to  Mount  Gaucafus .  The 
Sophy  being  retir’d  to  his  rural  Palace,  by  feeing  of  a 
Servant  1  had  an  Opportunity  of  viewing  the  Infide  ; 
but  the  Foundation  of  the  Edifice  was  fo  vaflly  deep, 
that  it  cod  me  a  Week’s  Time  to  go  down  into  the 
Wine-Cellar,  where  we  could  hear  the  Antipodes  hallow 
over  their  Liquor,  as  if  they  had  been  hunting  :  From 
thence  we  were  fix  Weeks  Time  in  climbing  into  the 
Garrets,  which  flood  above  all  the  Clouds  fo  extra¬ 
vagantly  high,  that  the  Moon  had  until’d  the  Houfe, 
but  the  Night  before,  by  knocking  her  Horns  again® 
the  Rooff  of  the  Building  :  1  took  but  little  Time  in 
looking  about  me,  for  our  Provifions  falling  fnort,  we 
were  forced  to  return  hailily,  for  fear  of  being  flarv’d 
before  we  got  down  again  ;  and  though  we  trip’d  it 
as  nimbly  as  a  Ploughman  from  Church  to  a  Bag-Pud¬ 
ding,  yet  we  made  it  a  full  Month  before  we  could  re¬ 
cover  the  Ground-Floor ;  fo  I  thank’d  my  Conduflor 
for  his  great  Civility,  and  return’d  to  my  Merchant’s 
Houfe  as  heartily  tir’d,  as  if  I  had  been  rowing  fix 
Months  in  a  French  Gaily. 

I  confefs ,  Sir,  replies  the  Chairman ,  this  is  as  f  range 
a  Palace  as  ever  I  heard  of ;  But  as  I  was  once  tra¬ 
velling  in  the  Country  of  Maurufia,  I  happened  to  take  a 
view  of  a  Giant's  CajUe ,  which  had  formerly  been  the 

noble 
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mbit  Seat  of  that  Monfler  of  a  Man,  Antceus,  who  was 
/Iain  by  Hercules,  that  he  might  Rifs  his  Wife  Tagenna, 
rjoho,  as  'well,  as  her  Hufband,  was  about  feventy  Cubits 
high  ;  and  there  indeed  to  my  great  Wonder ,  I  Jaw  one 
Banruetting-Room ,  'inhere  they  us’d  to  entertain  their 
Friends  upon  Fejlival  Days ,  which  to  oblige  my  Curiofety , 

2  meafured  exadly,  and  found  it  to  be  fomeibing  above  a 
Mile  in  Length ,  but  that  which  was  more  remarkable ,  it 
contain'd,  a  Fable  which ,  upon  full  Extension,  was  two 
Elilcs  long , 

Now.,  Sir  Harry,  cries  his  laughing  Antagonifr.  / 
am  fare  we  have  caught  you  :  Hove  can  a  Room  that's 
but  a  Mile  long,  contain  a  Fable  that  is  two  Miles  long  ? 
I  nmf  tell  you,  Gentlemen,  replies  Sir  Harry,  you  may 
quit  your  hold,  for  it  was  a  drawing  Fable,  and  hap¬ 
pen'd  to  he  (hut  in  half  a  Mile  at  each  end. 

No  former  had  Sir  Harry ,  by  his  wittyCome  off,  pre- 
ferv’d  his  Reputation,  and  defended  his  Chair,  from  the 
Ufurpation  of  his  Rivals  a  fecond  Time,  but  a  third 
renew’d  the  Challenge  by  the  following  Amufement, 
viz. 

As  I  was  travelling  in  the  Eafi -Indies  from  one  of  our 
Factories  further  into  the  Country,  I  happened  to  meet 
upon  the  Road  an  overgrown  Fyger ,  as  big  as  Homer 
reports  the  Trojan  Korfe,  with  as  many  Fortune-tellers 
riding  upon  his  Rack,  as  ever  the  other  carried  Warn¬ 
ers  in. his  Belly,  vet  the  Re  aft  was  fo  very  Tame,  that 
he  bore  them  all  quietly  without  the  Government  of  a 
Bridie,  and  went  Furring  along  like  an  old  Cat,  as  if  he 
was  proud  of  his  Servitude ;  I  took  the  Liberty  to  afk 
them  what  they  had  fed  him  with,  to  nurfe  him  up  to 
that  prodigious  Magnitude  ?  to  which  they  anfwerkh 
that  they  never  gave  him  any  tiring ;  for  that  he  onl)^ 
lived  by  licking  his  Whifkers.  There  happening  in  the 
Company  to  be  a  3 taffy  Gentleman  with  a  huge  Pair  of 
Whifkers,  who  had  fpent  his  Fortune  by  confulting  of 
the  Stars  among  Gadhwy ,  Cooley,  and  the  reft  of  the 
•Wi/e-akers,  who  protended  to  Aitrology,  and  was  often 

forced 
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forced  to  depend  upon  the  Society  for  Want  of  Money 
to  pay  his  Club,  who,  finding  the  Story  fo  applicable  to 
himfelf,  Heals  down  Stairs,  and  lhave  of  the  Ornament 
of  his  upper  Lip  at  the  next  Barbers,  returns  again  to 
the  Company,  who  prefently  obferving  the  mighty  Al¬ 
teration,  took  the  Freedom  to  alk  him  what  was  become 
of  his  Whifkers  ;  Z — - /,  fays  he,  that  ho7icjl  Gen¬ 

tleman  in  his  Story  of  the  Tyger,  gave  me  jo  hard  a  Pull 
by  kv.'z,  that  I  went  immediately  and  cut  them  off,  to  fpoil 
his  Hold  for  the  Future, 

Sir  Harry  according  to  the  Cullom  of  the  Chair,  now 
entered  upon  this  Story  in  anfwer  to  the  Challenge, 
viz, 

I  confefs  I  never  beheld fuch  a  large  Tyger  as  that  wor¬ 
thy  Member  has  reported  to  the  Board ,  but  I  have  often 
feen  hi  the  Weft-Indies,  to  my  great  Admiration,  what 
has  been  equally  wonderful,  which  are  a  Sort  of  motif  rous 
Bees  of  juch  a  prodigious  Magnitude,  that  they  are  com¬ 
monly  as  big  as  our  Englifh  Bull-dogs ,  and  have  their  Arfes 
fort  iff  d',  Dragon  like ,  with  fuch  extenfive  Stings ,  that 
they  can  dart  a  Man  through  at  one  Thru)} ,  as  if  he  was 
fuck  with  a  Rapier,  Pray,  Mr,  Chairman,  fays  a 
thwarting  Member,  what  Sort  of  Hives  have  they  in 
that  Country  ?  Juft  fuch ,  replies  Sir  Harry ,  as  cur  Bees 
have  in  England  ;  with  that  the  whole  Society  burlt  into 
a  Laughter ;  crying,  how  can  fuck  monfirous  Bees  creep 
into  juch  little  Hives  P  A  tty,  nay,  cries  Sir  Harry,  let  the 
Bees  lock  to  that , 

In  thefe  Sort  of  merry  Jells,  and  extravagant  Fables, 
the  Rodomontading  Society  us’d  to  fpin  out  their  Club- 
Hours,  judging  the  Largenefs  of  a  Man’s  Genius  by 
the  Mightinefs  of  his  Lyes ;  in  which  prepoiterous  Ta¬ 
lent  they  fo  plentifully  abounded,  that  they  furnilhed 
the  wholeTown  with  their  hdlitious  Stories,  and  rais’d 
their  fabulous  Society  to  fuch  a  Pitch  of  Reputation,  that 
fcarce  a  Lye  could  pafs  Muller  that  had  not  the  Honour 
to  be  fathered  upon  their  judicious  Aflembly.  Thus 
they  made  themfelves  famous  for  feveral  Years,  till  at 
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length,  Sir  Uarryy  who  was  the  principal  Supporter  of 
the  diabolical  Faculty,  pik'd  over  the  Perch,  and  then 
the  Club  dwindled,  into  publick  Contempt  for  Want  of 
the  great  Example,  as  well  as  Direction,  of  fuch  ano¬ 
ther  Chairman. 

A  Poem  in  Praife  of  the  Art  of  LYING  j 
written  by  a  Member  of  the  Lying  Club . 

OMufe  !  infpire  me  with  a  brazen  Face, 

For  good  AfTurance  is  a  Lyar’s  Grace  ; 

No  painful  Studies  can  our  Thoughts  refine. 

Or  gild  our  Wits  like  Impudence  and  Wine  : 

Such  Powers  united  blefs  us  double  fold. 

One  makes  us  bright,  and  t’other  makes  us  bold  : 

O  !  Let  me  neither  want,  that  I  may  praife 
The  Art  of  Lying  in  Romantick  Lays  ; 

That  ancient  Art,  which  has  in  Fafhion  been 
E’er  fmce  fair  E<ve  was  Monarch  Adam's  Queen  : 
That  noble  Art,  which  taught  them  firft  to  know 
Forbidden  Springs,  where  Tides  of  Pleafures  flow  ; 
And  how  by  mutual  Struggles  to  improve 
The  Force  of  Dalliance,  and  the  Joys  of  Love. 

What  tho’  it  is  by  Saints  and  Priejis  decry ’d. 

And  by  the  Great  to  meaner  Slaves  deny’d  ? 

Yet  well-bred  Lying  is  an  Art  that’s  us’d 
By  thofe  the  moil,  by  whom  it’s  moll  abus’d ; 

It  hides  a  thoufand  Faults  from  publick  View, 

And  adds  a  Grace  to  ev’ry  A£t  we  do  ; 

It  is  the  Siatefman's  Friend,  the  Lawyer's  Plea, 

The  Poet's  Mufe,  the  T— — — *’s  Security  ; 

The  Trader's  Confcience,  and  the  Woman's  Veil, 
That  hides  the  Failings  of  her  wanton  Tail : 

It  conquers  Beauty,  carries  on  Intrigues ; 

It  leads  to  Battle,  and  confummates  Leagues ; 

H  It 
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It  Merit  gives  to  Fools  of  high  Degree, 

And  yields  the  Pope  Infallibility  ; 

It  draws  the  Crowd  into  a  wild  Belief, 

Quickens  our  Joys,  and  moderates  our  Grief ; 

It  does  the  Bibliopole s  Wealth  encreafe, 

And  Aarves  the  Author  to  enrich  the  Prefs ; 

It  paints  the  Patron  of  a  glorious  Hue, 

And  makes  him  learn’d  in  Arts  he  never  knew  ; 
It  gives  a  Sandlion  to  the  wealthy  Knave, 
c  B leeches  the  Dowdy,  makes  the  Coward  brave  ; 
It  ihews  the  Harlot  in  a  mode#  Drcfs, 

And  weaves  a  Covering  for  her  foul  Dilgrace; 

It  oft  appeafes  Jealoufies,  and  finds 
Pleafmg  Excufes,  and  a  thoufand  Blinds, 
Preferves  the  Comforts  of  a  nuptial  Life, 

And  makes  the  Cuckold  hug  the  Jilt  his  Wife. 

What  tho’  of  HeWJb  Race,  as  fome  do  hold, 
And  the  firft  Lye  was  by  the  Devil  told  ; 

Yet  Ihould  the  Art  of  Lying  be  fupprell. 

And  us’d  no  more  in  Earned:,  or  in  jell ; 

A  thoufand  hurtful  Truths  would  then  arife, 
Which  now  are  flcreen’d  by  rieceflary  Lies  ; 

My  Lady  could  no  more  with  Coufin  hide. 

And  by  her  Maids  and  Footmen  be  deny’d  ; 

Our  Teachers  no  fictitious  Tales  impofe. 

To  lead  believing  Thoufands  by  the  Nofe  ; 

No  fulfome  Praife  front  Poets  Pens  would  flow. 

To  flatter  this  rich  'Knave,  or  that  fine  Beau  ; 

No  naufeous  Adulations  fhame  our  Schools, 

To  raife  the  Fame  of  tmdefendng  Fools : 

In  fliort,  the  greateft  then  mull  low’r  their  Pride, 
And  hear  thole  Truths  they  would  be  glad  to  hide 
The  Lady  then  that  feafts  her  Lovers  Arms', 
Would  feeni  no  more  all  Innocence  and  Charms, 
But  her  brib’d  Confidants,  when  afk’d,  betray 
The  fhameful  Secrets  of  each  finful  Day ; 

Nor  could  the  honour’d  Foerl,  or  wealthy  Afs% 
Thro’  the  whole  Nation  for  a  Solon  pals ; 
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But  all  appear,  if  ftript  of  their  Difguife, 

Empty  and  vicious  to  the  vulgar’s  Eyes  : 

Then  why  fhould  bufy  Mortals  be  enjoyn’d  T 

To  follow  Truth,  lince  in  this  Age  we  find  f 

Officious  Lyes  io  ufeful  to  Mankind  ? 
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THIS  mendicant  Society  of  old  bearded  Hypo¬ 
crites,  wooden  leg’d  Impiorers  of  good  Chriftian 
Charity,  llroling  Clapperdudgeons,  Ivmping  Dii- 
femblers,  ftiam  difabled  Seamen,  blind  Gunpowder 
blafted  Mumpers,  and  old  broken  limb’d  Labourers,  hold 
their  weekly  Meeting  at  a  famous  Boozing-Ren  in  the 
Middle  of  Old-Street ,  where,  by  the  V ertue  of  found 
Tipple,  the  Pretenders  to  be  dark  are  reftor’d  inftantly 
to  their  Sight ;  thofe  affii&ed  with  feign’d  Sicknefs  re¬ 
cover  perfect  Health  ;  and  others  that  halt  before  they 
are  lame,  firetch  their  Legs  without  their  Crutches 
When  the  jovial  Crew  are  met,  no  foonsr  are  their 
aching  Heads  unbound  9  their  dirty  Handkerchiefs  and 
Night-Caps  flip’d  into  their  Pockts ;  and  their  crippled 
Legs  and  Arms  taken  out  of  their  Slings,  and  return’d 
from  their. cramping  Poftures  to  their  Eafe  and  Liberty; 
but  every  drowthy  Mortal  whips  off  a  Whichever  at  a 
Draught,  that  they  may  drown  Sorrow  at  once ;  walk 
away  the  Thoughts  of  Beggary,  and  the  terrifying  Fears 
of  Juftice  Moody  and  the  Whipping-Poft ,  and  wholly  re- 
fign  themfelves  to  Mirth  and  Jollity,  without  any  Inter¬ 
ruptions.  When  their  extended  Gullets  are  pretty  well 
liquor’d  by  a  hafty  Repetition  of  large  Go-downs,  and 
their  Hearts  begin  to  be  light  with  the  powerful  Effe&s 
of  rare  found  Beer,  delicioufly  improv’d  with  a  Dafh 
of  humming  two  Threads :  Then  he  who  is,  amongft 
’em,  the  moll  celebrated  Songfter,  to  exhUerate  the 
reft,  begins  to  open  his  Pipes,  rumbling  out  a  groaning 

H  z  broad 
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broad  Bafs,  with  running  his  flubbed  Fingers  along  a 
fmooth  Table,  whilft  his  merrry  Companions,  by  bear¬ 
ing  a  Bob,  make  up  the  Hogfty  Harmony,  which  is 
generally  fo  lingular,  and  the  Songs  they  ling  fo  well 
adapted  to  themfelves,  that  I  think  it  not  amifs  to 
entertain  the  Reader  with  one  of  their  newell  Ballads, 
which  had  the  Honour  to  be  lyrick’d  over  by  a  blind 
Fidler,  and  fome  of  the  jolly  Members  at  their  lalt 
Quarterly  Feall,  viz, 

Tho’  Begging  is  an  honell  Trade 
That  wealthy  Knaves  defpife. 

Yet  rich  Men  may  be  Beggars  made. 

And  we  that  beg  may  rife  : 

The  greateft  King  may  be  betray’d. 

And  lofe  his  fov’reign  Power, 

But  we  that  Hoop  to  afk  our  Bread, 

Can  never  fall  much  lower. 

CHORUS. 

Then  on  with  your  Night- Caps,  and  tie  up  your  Legs, 
A  Begging  let’s  go  for  the  Smelts  and  the  Megs  ; 

When  the  Mauts  and  Rum  Culls  have  recruited  our  Store, 
Ymd  return  to  our  Boozing.  G  pity  the  Poor . 

What  loufy  foreign  Swarms  this  Year 
Have  fpoil’d  the  begging  Trade  ? 

Yet  Hill  we  live,  and  drink  good  Beer, 

■>%  Tho’  they  our  Rights  invade  : 

Some  fay  they’re  for  Religion  fled. 

But  wifer  People  tell  us, 

They’re  only  forc’d  to  feek  their  Bread, 

For  being  too  rebellious. 

CHORUS. 

Then  on  with  your  Night-Caps,  &V. 

W 


*fhe  Beggars  Club. 

We  hag  our  Eafe,  fecure  from  Care, 
Whiltt  Numbers  lofe  Ettates ; 

And  fome  who  our  kind  Matters  were. 
Become  our  jolly  Mates : 

If  thefe  good  pious  Days  fhould  latt. 

As  mott  believe  they  will. 

Hard  Times  will  others  Fortunes  blatt, 
Whiltt  we  are  Beggars  ttilh 

C  H  O  R  U  S. 

Then  on  with  your  Night-Caps,  . 

Let  heavy  Taxes  greater  grow. 

To  make  our  Army  fight ; 

Where  ?tis  not  to  be  had,  we  know 
The  King,  mutt  lofe  his  Right : 

Let  one  Side  laugh,  and  t’other  mourn. 
We  nothing  have  to  fear, 

But  that  great  Lords  fhould  Beggars  turn, 
To  be  as  Rich  as  we  are. 

CHORUS. 

Then  on  with  your  Night-Caps,  &V. 

What  tho*  we  make  the  World  believe 
That  we  are  Sick  or  Lame, 

*Tis  now  a  Virtue  to  deceive, 

The  Righteous  do  the  fame  : 

In  Trade  dittembling  is  no  Crime,  7 
And  we  fhall  live  to  fee, 

That  begging,  in  a  little  Time, 

A  common  Trade  will  be. 

C  H  O  R  U  S. 

Then  on  with  your  Night- Caps,  &V  ; 
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Come  fill  a  Bumper,  Brother  Mump,. 

And  let  us  be  as  merry 
As  Cavaliers  that  burnt  the  Rump, 

And  lung',  Hey  cbwn-a-derry  : 

Let  Soldiers  fight,  and  Sailors  cruize, 

Whilll  Cowards  curfe  the  Taxes, 

We’ll  flay  at  Home,  tope  humming  Boole, 

And  hug  our  Mauts  and  Doxies . 

CHORUS. 

Then  on  with  your  Night-Caps,  and  tie  up  your  Legs,, 
A  Begging  we’ll  go  for  the  Smelts  and  the  Megs ; 

When  the  Mauts  and  Rum  Culls  have  recruited  our  Store,. 
We’ll  return  to  our  Boozing.  O  pity  the  Poor . 

When  with  Drinking  and  Singing  they  have  given 
Nature  a  Fillip,  and  elevated  their  beggarly  Souls  far 
above  the  Pitch  of  their  fcandalous  ProFeffion,  then  up 
ftarts  the  nimbleft  of  the  jovial  Crew,  and  to  make  Sport 
for  the  reft  of  his  mendicant  Brethren,  entertains  them 
with  a  Dance,  wherein  he  expreffes  by  Variety  of  Gri- 
maces  of  a  Beggar’s  Life,  fometimes  affecting  a  forrow- 
ful  Look,  and  a  diffembled  Lamenefs,  halting  along 
the  Room,  Cap  in  Hand,  as  if  he  was  at  the  Arfe  of  a 
miferly  Alderman  ;  then  biting  his  Nails,  and  fhaking 
his  Head,  puts  on  a  grinning  Countenance,  as  if  he 
curs’d  him  in  his  Heart,  becaufe  he  had  not  the  Charity 
to  reward  his  Prayers  with  a  loofe  Half-penny.  Next, 

*  hinging  away  his  Crutches  with  abundance  of  Con¬ 
tempt,  he  cuts  as  many  wild  Capers  as  a  Punch-drunken 
Seaman,  fhewing  his  Mufick-Houfe  Activity  before  the 
Maft,  to  pleafure  his  proud  Commander ;  then  fudden- 
ly,  as  if  bitingly  attack’d  by  his  eight-leg’d  Enemies, 
he  fell  to  fingering  his  Collar,  conveying  his  little  Foes 
that  he  happens  to  take  Prifoner  between  Finger  and 
Thumb,  from  his  Neck  to  his  Mouth,  that  he  may 
bite  the  Biters,  which  he  difpatches  fo  naturally,  that 
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it  is  hard  to  diftinguiih  whether  he  is  in  jeft  or  :n  Ear- 
nefi :  Thus  he  recreates  himfelf,  and  diverts  the  Com¬ 
pany,  who  cannot  forbear  fhrugging  at  the  loufy  Per¬ 
formance,  as  if  they  itch'd  by  Sympathy. 

No  fooner  is  tins  Scene  ended,  but  the  Stewards  of 
the  Club  require  every  Member  to  fhew  his  Manner  of 
Mendication,  that  by  an  ingenious  Difcovery  or  their 
feveral  Shams  and  Wheedles,  they  may  prevent  their 
interfering  with  each  others  Way  of  Begging ;  fo  that 
every  poor  Stroler  may  be  the  more  fecure  of  the  Pity- 
moving  Wheedles  he  commonly  makes  ufe  of,  as  if  the 
fame  were  his  own  Right  and  Property  :  Upon  which 
Demand  of  the  Stewards,  the  oldefi  Mumper  being  al¬ 
low’d  the  Precedency,  each  takes  his  Turn  according 
to  their  Handing  ;  fo,  purfuant  to  their  daily  Practices 
hi  the  Streets,  every  one,  in  his  Way,  (hews  a  di(lin£t 
Method  of  opening  his  miferable  Cafe  to  excite  Chriflian 
Charity.  The  firfi,  with  an  Abrahamick  Beard  down  to 
his  Leathern  Girdle,  thus  begins  the  Comedy  ;  Good 
your  Worjhip  caft  an  Eye  of  Pity  upon  a  poor  decay  d  Trade/- 
man,  veho  has  been  the  Hujhand  of  three  Wives,  the 
Father  of  thirty  Children ,  the  Mafier  of  eighteen  Appren¬ 
tice sf  and  has  kept  fix  fiourneymen  at  work  for  many 
Tears  together ,  till  at  lafl,  undone  hy  long  Sicknefs ,  and 
fever e  Creditors ,  was  kept  a  Prifcner  in  Ludgate  for  fix - 
teen  Tears  ;  and  now,  in  the  Winter  of  my  Age,  fiord d 
to  keg  my  Bread  through  downright  Poverty ,  and  incu¬ 
rable  Lamenefs .  Then  follows  a  Second,  whefe  Legs 
are  difmaliz’d  with  artificial  Ulcers,  a  dirty  Handker¬ 
chief  bound  about  his  Head,  and  his  Face  gilded  of 
a  Termerick  Complexion,  viz.  Good  Chrifiian  People ,  Jhevj 
your  tender-hearted  Charity  to  a  di fabled  Wretch ,  who 
has  been  troubled  thefe  twenty  Tears  with  the  running 
Evil :  Pray  look  upon  my  deplorable  Condition  :  T  have 
been  touch'd  by  two  Kings  ;  have  been  in  all  the  Tlofpitals 
about  London,  but  turn'd  out  as  incurable  ;  have  been 
brought  to  Beggary  and.  Want  by  ill  Surgeons ,  and1  unkind 
Relations  ;  and  am  now  in  a  flawing  Condition ,  unlefs  the 
■Lord  opens  the  Hearts  0/  fome  good  charitable  Qhrijlians 

H  4;  '  '  ^  '  tO 
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reliefs  a  poor  difirejT  d  Creature  under  a  Load  of  Mife- 
ries.  After  him  a  Third,  who  has  loft  one  Eye  in  $ 
Flux,  and  counterfeits  Blindnefs  with  the  other,  lean¬ 
ing  upon  a  Quarter-ftafF,  and  turning  up  the  Sight  of 
the  beft  under  the  upper  Lid,  thus  exhibits  his  de¬ 
plorable  Story,  viz.  Pray  pity  the  pocr  Blind,  who  lofi 
his  precious  Sight  in  the  late  Wars  at  Sea,  by  a  Blaft  of 
Gunpowder  ;  beflow  your  Charity  upon  a  poor  Soul  who 
has  loft  his  Eyes  m  the  Service  of  his  Country,  and  now 
r wanders  about  the  World  in  perpetual  Darknejs*  Then  a 
Fourth,  drefs’d  up  like  a  decay’d  Shop-keeper,  with 
his  Right  Arm  bound  up  in  an  old  filken  Sling,  thus 
fets  forth,  in  a  foft  Voice,  the  humble  Manner  of  his 
hypocritical  Complaint.  Pray,  worthy  Sir,,  compaffonate 
the  Sufferings  of  a  poor  decay'd  Citizen ,  who,  after  ma¬ 
ny  Croffes  in  his  Family,  and  Lofies  by  Trade,  had  his 
Houfe  burnt  down  by  the  CareleJTnefs  of  a  Servant,  and 
the  Ufe  ojr  his  Right  Arm  taken  from  him  by  the  Dead 
Falfy  ;  and  now  forc'd  to  ajk  the  Charity  of  well-difpos' d 
Perjonsy  not  only  on  the  Behalf  of  my  poor  J elf,  but  a  dip- 
trejs  d  Wife,  that  has  lain  Sick  and  Bed-ridden  above 
thefe  two  Tears .  A  Fifth,  with  a  wooden  Leg,  and  but 
one  Eye,  having  loft  the  one  by  Wreftling,  and  the 
other  by  Boxing,  with  a  Thrum  Cap  upon  his  Head, 
a  Pair  of  Mittings  upon  his  Hands,  and  a  Seaman’s 
Handkerchief  abbot  his  Neck,  makes  a  blunt  Repeti¬ 
tion  of  his  fabulous  Oration,  viz.  God  blefs you,  noble 
Captain ,  remember  a  poor  Beaman,  who  has  lofl  a  Limb  in 
the  Service,  a?id  an  Eye  in  the  Battle  ;  was  1  able  to  fight, 
I'd  fcorn  to  beg  ;  I  have  been  a  whole  Man  in  my  Time, 
therefore,  pray  Captain,  hefiow  your  Charity  upon  what 
the  French  have  left  of  me.  Next  thefe,  a  Sixth,  to 
fhew  his  Qualification  in  the  Art  and  Myftery  of  Beg¬ 
ging,  by  ferewing  up  his  Limbs,  feems  to  diilocate  his 
Joints,  and  crumples  his  whole  Body  into  fuch  a  lame 
diftorted  Pofture,  as  if  he  had  been  broke  upon  the 
Wheel,  and  his  Life  afterwards  preferv’d  by  fome  Dutch 
Mountebank,  puts  on  a  forrowful  Look,  like  a  Play- 
houfe  Ghoft,  and  in  a  frightful  Tone  thus  informs  the- 
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reft  how  he  implores  your  Charity,  •viz.  O  pity  a  poor 
Labourer 3  <vvho,  by  falling  off  a  Scaffold  from  the  Lop 
of  Pauls,  had  my  Bones  broken ,  my  Skull  crack  d,  my  Limbs 
( rippled ,  and  in  one  Moment's  Lime,  <was  made  this  mi¬ 
ff  able  Speda.de,  wjbo  is  now  forc'd  to  crarwl  upon  his 
Crutches  to  beg  your  tender  Charity.  After  him,  a  c!ean» 
ly  old  Fellow  with  a  Copper  Countenance,  illver  Hairs, 
a  broad  brim’d  Hat,  clean  Band,  but  a  Coat  patch  d 
with  as  many  different  Colours  as  are  to  be  feen  upon 
a  Herald's*  Mantle,  ftarts  up  among  the  reft,  uncovers 
his  Grey-head  with  abundance  of  Deliberation,  makes 
an  humble  Bow,  and  with  lingular  Formality,  begins 
the  following  Story,  •viz.  Pray ,  Sir,  1 vouchfafe  to  look 
upon  a  poor  decaf  d  Gentleman,  njoho  •zvas  once  bleji  •with 
a  good  Eftate ,  kept  an  Hofpitable-Houfe ,  and  had  many 
Servants  ;  but  by  my  o<ver  Kindnefs  to  an  ill  Wife,  my 
Friend/hip  to  poor  Relations ,  and  being  hound  for  ungrate¬ 
ful  Friends ,  ha<ve  unhappily  brought  me  to  W unt  and  Mi- 
ffy  in  the  Winter  of  my  Age ,  Next  to  this  Lying  Hy¬ 
pocrite,  up  ftarts  a  ragged  old  Fellow,  with  a  Loufy 
Look,  whofe  Beard  is  lhap’d  like  an  old  Stable  Broom, 
and  rowling  about  his  Eyes,  without  faying  a  Word, 
down  he  drops  at  the  End  of  the  Table,  clinches  faft 
his  Hands,  foams  at  Mouth  like  a  Trench  Prophet  in  a 
Fit  of  Xnfpiration,  and  beating  his  Head  againft  the 
Floor,  moft  artificially  diftembles  the  Falling-Sicknefs 
till  at  length  recovering,  up  he  gets  upon  his  Breech* 
fets  his  Back  againft  the  Wall,  and  fweating  with  the 
Pains  he  had  taking  in  his  Mimickry,  falls  into  abun¬ 
dance  of  God  help  tne's,  and  Lord  hlefs  ye' s  ;  and  then 
re-aftumes  his  Seat  at  the  Board,  among  the  reft  of  the 
Society. 

Thus  every  one,  in  Turn,  adfed  his  Begging  Part, 
$  uiing  fuch  agreeable  Geftures,  apt  Words,  forrowful 
Looks,  and  moving  Cadencies,  performing  their  Hy- 
pocriiies  with  fo  much  Humour,  Art,  and  Livelinefs* 
as  if  fome  had  been  Educated  in  Drury-Lane  Theatre, 
and  others  train’d  up  in  Lome  fanatical  Seminary.  By 
that  Time  they  have  concluded  this  diverting  Part  of 

H  5  their 
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their  Evenings  Exercife,  their  Six-pence  a-piece,  which 
Is  their  common  Club,,  is  pretty  well  exhaufled  ;  them 
thofe  who,  through  the  Badnefs  of  their  Day’s  Work, 
are  a  little  Deficient  in  the  Pocket,  begin  to  exclaim . 
againfl  the  Pulpit  Cacklers,  for  not  exciting  the  Rum- 
cullies  to  more  Charity.  One  crying.  That  he  had 
known  the  Time  when  he  could  but  have  flep’d  .into 
Moorjields.  for  an  Hour,  and  have-  pick’d  up  a  Hog. 
with  more  Eafe  thaa,  he  now  could  eight  jacks  upon, 
an  Eajler  Holiday.  A  Second,  ihakirrg  his  Head, 
crying.  Ah !  Tom  /  I  fhall  never  forget  King  James's 
Reign ;  thofe  were  blefled  Times,  when  a  Man  might 
have  hopp’d  to  Wild-Eouje>  about  eleven  o’Clock  flep’d 
in,  and  crofs’d  himfelf  with  a  little  Holy-W ater,  flood 
at  the  Chapel-Door-,  when  Mafs  was  over,  and  have 
got  Half  a  Crown  before  Dinner  ;  and  now  a  Man  may 
put  on  a  fan&ifv’d  Look,  and  wait  a  whole  Afternoon 
at  a  Meeting  Houfe  Door,  and  not  get  enough  to  buy  a 
Knapp er’s  Nul  for  Supper.  A  Third  Mumper  of  a ■„». 
more  ancient  Date,,  faying.  He  had  always  obferv’d, 
that  when  Vice  was  molt  rampant,  Charity  was  mod 
fluent,  extolling  Kang  Charles' s  Reign  for  the  mod 
glorious  Days,  when  Trading  flouriilied,  and  Whores 
could  afford  to  be  charitable,  and  when  Great  Mern 
fpent  their  Eflates,  and  Beggars  got  ’em.  Thus  the- 
poorefl  of  the  Crew  turn  Commentators'  upon  the 
Times,  and  are  glad  to  try  their  Credit  for. eight  jacks,. 
Or  a  Teafter,  among  their  richer  Brethren,  fo  that  tho* 
their  Club  is  adjourn’d  when  their  Six-pences  are  in* 
yet  every  one  has.  the  Liberty  of  running  into  fuch 
cxceedings  as  himfelf  fhall  think  fit,  provided  he  wants 
neither  Money  nor  Credit  to  fatisfy  the  Maut,  that  is,, 
the  Miflrefs  of  the  Boozing  Ken So  that  they  com¬ 
monly  Tipple  on  till  as  Drunk  as  Lords,  and  then; 
feme  to  Hude-far  thing,  and  others  to  All-fours,  till  by 
Wrangling  and  Squabbling,,  they  wake  the  Children,, 
and  cHfoblige  my  Landlady,  fo  that  die  Smith’s  Daugh¬ 
ters  turn’d  in  a  Huff' upon  the  Cellar-door,  and  the^ 
away  Hop  the  Jovial  Crew,  upon  their  Wooden-Legs 
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and  Crutches  to  their  Ally  Habitations,  where  they 
fieep  contentedly  without  the  Danger  of  Thieves,  or- the 
noify  Interruptions  that  attend  much  Bufinefs. 

Since  begging  Vagrants,  who  alone  depend 
On  Providence,  that  univerfal  Friend, 

Can  be  content  to  glean  their  daily  Bread, 

And  bids  the  bounteous  Hand  by  which  they’re  fed  ; 
Sing  and  be  joyful  when  their  Store’s  but  fma.ll. 

And  with  a  generous  Freedom  fpend  their  all. 

How  wretched  muft  the  Mifer  be,  who  lives 
In  dread  of  Want,  and  neither  fpends  or  gives. 

But  vainly  hugging  of  his  ufelefs  Store, 

Starves,  tho’  he’s  rich,  thro’  Fear  of  being  poor. 

The  Beggar  for  to  Morrow  takes  no  Thought* 
Thinks  hirnfelf  rich  if  Mailer  of  a  Groat, 

Bepaufe  when  Hunger  craves,  he  dares  to  part 
With  his  whole  Subllance  to  revive  his  Heart. 

The  Mifer,  tho’  encompafs’d  round  with  Gold, 

Dpats  on  his  Bags  of  Wealth  that  lie  untold, 

In  fetter'd  Trunks  the  tarnifh’d  Drofs  fecures. 

And  pines  beneath  thole  Wants  his  Gut  endures 
T’  improve  his  Hoards  does  Nature  ill  I  abide. 

And  . vainly  wodhips  what  he  ought  to  ufe. 

The  poor  Man  needs  but  few  Things  to  complea* 

A  happy  Life,  and  make  his  -Labours  (weet  3 
Has  the  true  relifh  of  his  homely  Food, 

And  thinks  his  mouldy  Scraps  extreamly  good- 

But  he  that's  Rich,  and  covetoully  bent. 

Wants  all  that’s  needful  by  his  own  Confent ; 

Denies  that  Spile  nance  which  Nature  craves, 

And  makes  himfelf  to  Wealth  the  worfi  of  Slaves*. 

The  Beggars  Wifhes  feldom  are  profufe  3 
lie  only  covets  what  he  dares  to  ufe  3  *  v 

•  f  "  '  -  H  6  :  Limits. 
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Limits  his  Hopes  according  to  his  Sphere, 

And  when  he’s  able  will  enjoy  good  Chear  ; 
Ne’er  fcarves  to  multiply  his  Pence  to  Wealth, 
But  gladly  drinks  his  Benera<ftors  Health. 

The  Mifer’s  Lull  to  greater  Sums  afpires. 

The  more  he  has,  the  more  he  dill  Defires  : 

Is  ne’er  content,  but  dill  improves  his  Pounds, 
And  grows  mod  dingy  when  he  mod  abounds  ; 
Torments  his  Body  till  his  Sands  are  run. 

Then  leaves  his  Hoards  to  Tome  unthankful  Son, 
Who  finding  Bags  on  Bags  in  Coffers  heap’d, 
Profufely  fquanders  what  the  niggar’d  fcrap’d. 


Then  who’d  not  chufe  a  gen’rous  Beggar’s  Fate, 
Much  rather  than  a  Mifer’s  wretched  State  ? 


The  Scatter-Wit  Club. 


A  FEW  Years  fince  a  Parcel  of  young  Gentlemen, 
who  were  Pretenders  to  Wit,  and  great  Adorers 
of  the  Mufes,  form’d  themfelves  into  a  Society,  which, 
they  kept  at  the  Rofe  Tavern-  in  Convent-Garden  chiefly, 
becaufe  it  happen’d  to  be  fo  near  a  Neighbour  to  Apol¬ 
lo's  Sejjion-Houfe ,  where  our  celebrated  Wits  are 
forc’d  to  take  their  Trials,  and  abide  by  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  a  Herd  of  Criticks,  who  aifume  to  themfelves 
the  judicial  Power  o f  Damning  or  Saving  any  Stage- Au¬ 
thor  ,  according  to  their  Prejudice  or  Partiality  ;  fo  that, 
upon  every  Occafion,  they  were  ready  to  drike  in  with 
any  Pit-Fa£lion,  that  by  the  additional  Abidance  of  their 
Claps,  or  Hides,  they  might  be  able  to  over-rule  the 
more  candid  Part  of  the  Audience,  and,  according  to 
the  Mode,  put  a  moded  Poet  to  a  repenting  Blufh,  or 
advance  the  Reputation  of  fome  forward  Block-head  a- 
bove  the  Standard  of  his  Merit,  When  the  Scatter- 

Wit 
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Wit  Society  were  met  over  the  Flalk,  and  the  Wine 
had  inlpired  them  with  a  Grange  Conceit  of  their  own 
pregnant  Genius,  then  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco  could  fcarce 
be  hU’d,  a  Glafs  of  Wine  drank,  or  the  Drawer  fnujfF 
the  Candles,  but  a  Pun,  or  a  Didick,  was  hammer’d 
out  upon  the  Occafion.  One,  perhaps,  having  fur- 
nifhed  himfelf with  a  notable  Colledlion  of  Swans  old 
Cunnundrums,  which  he  had  mufter’d  up  at  Beau  Cof- 
fee-houfes ,  and  Gaming  Ordinaries .  A  fecond,  by  the. 
witty  Converfation  of  Dan  Gummut  Flat  had  acquir’d 
fuch  an  admirable  Knack  of  turning  upon  a  Syllable,  that 
a  Man  Ihould  not  fay  Cant  but  he  would  inuendo  the 
a  into  a  u  Vowel,  to  make  the  Company  Laugh*  A 
third,  perhaps,  had  pick’d  up  fo  many  Scraps  out  of  the 
Diver ting-PoJl,  and  the  Plain-Dealers  M.ifcella?iy ,  that 
he  would  have  fome  Dogril  or  other  to  apply  to  all 
Purpofes  ;  and  could  not  fpeak  a  Sentence  but  he  mull 
tag  it,  like  the  End  of  an  A61,  with  luperexcellent 
Couplets.  A  fifth,  having  made  himfelf  fuch  an  ab- 
folute  Mailer  of  old  celebrated  Hudibrafs>  that  he  could 
no  more  forbear  tickling  the  Ears  of  the  Society  with 
the  Silver  Hairs  he  had  pick’d  out  of  ButlePs  Beard,, 
than  a  Country  Pedagogue  can  decline  a  Latin  Sentence, 
without  giving  the  Authority  of  a  Rule  in  Grammar,. 
Thus  every  one  had  his  peculiar  Talent,  either  in  falhi- 
onable  Banter,  punning  Wit,  ready  Rapertee,  or  dull 
petition ;  and  now  and  then,  perhaps  when  theirThoughts 
were  elevated  to  a  poetical  Pitch,  then  the  Drawer  was 
call’d  in  hade  to  bring  Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper,  that  they 
might  unburthen  their  Brains  of  fome  feraphick  Ditty 
upon  my  Lady  Suckbottle ,  for  enriching  her  Nofe  with 
Carbuncles,  by  drinking  Cold-Tea .  A  Piece  of  lyrick 
Bom  ball  in  Praife  of  Juniper-  Ale :  A  comical  Dialogue 
between  Whig  and  Whiffler :  Or  a  quaint  Prodigy  of  a 
Poem  upon  fome  fuch  like  Subjedl,  that  might  Ihew,  at 
once,  the  Nicety  of  their  Choice,  as  well  as  the  Great- 
mefs  of  their  Wit,  and  the  Sublimity  of  their  Invention  : 
And  that  fome  of  their  lingular  Performances  may  be 
made  known  to  the  Curious,  I  have  here  inferted  fome 

of 
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©f  their  whimfical  Produdts,  for  the  Entertainment'  of 
the  Reader ;  the  hrft  being  written  by  the  Cock  of  the. 
Company  under  the  following  Title  : 

A  Hobby  Horfe  Ditty  in  Praife  of  juniper- Ale, 

> 

To  the  Cow-Dance  Tune  of  Gallup  and  Shite,.. 

I. 

Come  all  ye  grave  old  gouty  Dons, 

Lame  Aldermen  and  Beadles, 

Clap’d  Beaus  and  Rakes,  by  butter’d  Bums 
Inflam’d  with  Fins  and  Needles. 

II. 

Come  ye  Mifers  that  find 
You  have  nothin o-  but  Wind 

O 

In -your  Guts,  by  negledl  of  good  Eating  1 
And  you  Tun  bellv’d  Swine, 

Who  as  oft  as  you  dine. 

Stuff  your  Bellies  with  more  than  is  fitting. 

,  I II. 

If  CKolick  Pains,  cr  aking  Brains, 

The  Dropfy,  Stone,  cr  Gravel, 

Bruifes  or  Smarts,  i?th*  upper-Parts, 

Or  Ails  below  the  Navel ; 

Or  if  hard  bound  by  toping  round 
Bad  Punch,  or  coilive  Clarets, 

Or  Midnight  joys,  have  made  your  Eyes 
As  Blood-fhot  as  a  Ferrets. 

IV. 

Drink  my  Juniper- Ale, 

Not  too  Mild,  or  too  Stale  % 
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It  gives  eafe  in  the  word  of  Conditions, 

Mends  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood, 

And  will  do  you  more  Good, 

Than  the  College  of  Quacks  and  Phyfedans, 

V. 

Come  all  ye  merry  Dames  that  drink 
Too  much  cold  Tea,  cr  Coffee r 
And  baren  'Jezabels  that  think 
All  fruitful  Women  feoff  ye* 

VI 

Come  ye  whitherki  old  Jades, 

And  ye  tallow  fac’d  Maids, 

Who  are  ftek  for  a  ludy  young  Lover, 

And  ye  Saint  looking  Tits, 

Who  are  wicked  by  Fits, 

And  repent  when  the  Fleafure  is  over. 

VII. 

Come  you  that  find,  by  being  Kind, 

Your  Guts  begin  to  grumble ; 

And  you  that  cry,  when  kifskl,  O  fie*, 

But  yet  will  backwards  tumble, 

VIII. 

Come  High-Church,  Low-Church, 

‘Trimmer,  no  Church, 

Libertines  and  Quakers, 

Til  cure  you  all,  both  great  and  finally 
From  Lords  to  Kennel-Rakers, 

IX. 

C  H  O  R  U  S. 

Drink  my  Juniper- Ale,  and. hill  open  the  Tail, 

Turn  a  Hypocrites  Zeal  into  Farts  \ 

Make  a  canting  old  Cuff,  ir  he  drinks  but  enough, 
Out  chatter  a  Mailer  of  Aits,  It 
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It  will  cool  a  Man’s  Veins,  purge  his  Belly  and  Reins, 
And  infallibly  root  out  the  Scurvy, 

Give  a  Hufband  new  Life,  make  him  fmuggle  his  Wife, 
Till  he  tumbles  her  Topde-turvy. 

It  is  brifk  in  the  Mouth,  very  good  to  quench  Drouth  ; 

Is  mod  excellent  after  a  Fuddle  : 

Take  a  little  ’twill  cool  any  Feaver  by  Stool, 

And  a  Dofe  will  climb  into  the  Noddle. 

When  fuch  a  merry  Piece  of  Drollery,  as  the  fore* 
going  Whim,  had  been  lug’d  out  and  read  to  the  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  the  Company,  it  commonly  put  the  red 
upon  producing  fome  deform’d  OfF-fpring  or  other,  led 
one,  above  the  red,  fhould  plead  a  Title  to  the  Bays, 
which  they  had  the  Equity  to  think  ought  not  to  be  in- 
grofs’d,  but  fhared  among  the  Society :  So  that  no  fooner 
had  the  former  been  conn’d  over  with  Applaufe  ;  but  it 
was  feconded  by  the  following  Rapture,  which  was  com¬ 
pos’d  by  one  of  the  Members,  as  he  was  cooling  his 
Intrails  upon  a  Clofe-Stool,  after  he  had  taken  Phy* 
fick,  viz. 

I. 

O  that  my  Rump  had  but  an  Eye  to  weep, 

And  that  my  Farts  like  mighty  Guns  could  roar. 

My  Arfe  no  Councils  for  the  great  fhould  keep* 
But  echo  Wonders  from  the  Britife  Shore* 

II. 

Some  Night-man’s  Doxy  would  I  dub  my  Mufe* 
Site  fhould  my  Guts,  indead  of  Brains,  infpire. 

A  Painter’s  Pencil  for  a  Pen  I’d  chufe. 

And  dawb  whole  Fools-Cap  Reams  with  T — d  and 

[Mire. 
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III. 

My  Tail  prophetick  Poems  fhould  excrete  ; 

I’d  rile  Arfe  upwards  ev’ry  Day  by  times ; 

On  Boghoufe  Wails  I’d  digitize  my  Wit, 

And  Ihitten  Luck  Ihould  wait  upon  my  Rhimes, 

IV. 

The  Pope  with  Heath’nifh  Scandal  Fd  befmear. 
And  with  Dutch  Morals  poifon  Jews  and  Turks  ; 

Fd  make  each  modern  Saint  a  Knave  appear. 

And  H — y  H — Is,  fhould  pirate  all  my  Works. 

Fd  Ting  of  Lady  Jilts,  and  luilful  Kings, 

Jultice  to  Knaves,  and  Writ  to  Blockheads  teach, 

At  Stool  Fd  fizzle  out  a  thoufand  Things, 

And  with  Quack’s  Bills,  then  mundify  my  Breech. 

The  next  Member  in  his  T urn,  perhaps,  of  a  more 
amorous  Difpoiitxon,  would  fignalize  his  Art  in  a  moll 
exquifite  Sonnet  upon  fome  bouncing  Doxy,  who,  with 
the  Glance  of  an  Eye,  or  a  Jut  of  her  Bum,  had  kindled 
more  Fire  in  his  Heart,  than  he  could  vent  out  at  his 
Codpiece ;  and  therefore  could  not  be  eafy  without 
plaguing  his  cherubimical  Dulcibella  with  fome  of  his 
rhiming  Impertinence  :  As  for  Example, 

L 

Tho’  Phillis  my  Requefi:  denies, 

I’m  fure  ihe  hugs  me  in  her  Thoughts 
Sh’as  Nells  of  Sparrows  in  her  Eyes, 

And  in  her  Heart  a  Herd  of  Goats ; 

For  when  I  alk  her  to  be  kind, 

Tho’  her  deceitful  Tongue  erys  no, 

Yet  to  the  Joy  fhe  feems  inclin’d. 

For  fomething  elfe  crys  yes  below. 

II 
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O  that  fixe  would  but  let  me  know 
How  much  fhe  does  the  Biffs  defire. 

With  balmy  Drops,  as  white  as  Snow, 

Fd  add  frefii  Fuel  to  her  Fire  : 

Therefore  fmee  fhe  my  Flame  can  cool. 

And  with  new  Plea-fures  fan  her  own. 

Is  not  the  filly  Nymph  a  Fool, 

To  long  for  Man,  yet  lie  alone, 

III. 

I  fee  by  e’ery  Step  fhe  treads, 

And  e’ery  Glance  the  Gypfie  throws. 

That  tho’  fhe’s  rank’d  among  the  Maids,. 

She  fins  in  Fancy  as  fhe  goes  : 

Her  Bubbies  heave,  her  Buttocks  move  % 

Her  Belly  cleaves  the  yielding  Air ; 

Her  wrinkling  Eyes  diffolve  in  Love, 

And  fhew  the  Joy  fixe  finds  eife  where.. 

IVe 

I 

O  how  her  lufeious  Charms  will  melt. 

When  flie  the  nuptial  Dart  receives. 

What  Man,  for  Millions,  would  be  gelt, 

Whilft  fuch  a  lovely  Creature  lives  ?  ^ 

What  tho’  file’s  coy,  and  does  withdraw  * 

Her  Smiles,  when  I  entreat  and  pray. 

Yet  Virtue,  when  fhe’s  warm  will  thaw. 

And  drop  like  melting  Ice  away. 

No  fooner  was  this  falacious  Ditty  Ivrick’d  over  to 
feme  Tune,  but  another  Member  of  this  Scatter-Wit 
Society,  to  fhew  his  poetical  Knack  in  tagging  Meteor 
with  a  little  Sonivious  G  ingle,  would  be  tendering  to  the 
Board  the  newefi  OfF-fpring  of  his  working  Brains,  that 

the 
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the  reft  might  pafs  their  Judgment  upon  his  Bra  t  of 
Fancy ;  which  happen’d  to  prove  the  following  Piece  of 
Monftrofity,  by  Way  of  Fdddle,  viz. 


There  is  a  Thing  that’s  feldcm  feen. 
Felt,  heard,  or  underftood  ; 

Yet  ’tis  a  Place  we’ve  ail  been  in,. 
E’er  we  were  Flelh  and  Blood* 


It’s  a  warm  pleaftint  Houfe  that  has 
Seven  Chambers  on  one  Floor  ; 
And  tho’  it  is  fo  wide  a  Place 
It  opens  but  one  Door. 


It  is  an  eafy  Manfion,  where 
Both  Sexes  live  and  dwell ; 

It  has  no  Window,  I  aver. 

But  is  as  dark  as  HelL 

IV* 

The  Door  three  Quarters  of  a  Year 
Is  very  oft  kept  fbut, 

Ard  then  what  enter’d  lifelefs  there.. 
From  thence  comes  living  out. 

V. 


Whoever  dwells  within  its  Walls, 

Meat  Drink,  and  Clcathing  find ; 
But  when  the  Dame  that  keeps  it  calls, 
They  leave  it  all  behind. 


VI, 
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Tho’  Moneylefs,  to  Food  they’re  free. 

But  never  chew  one  Bit ; 

They  live  and  thrive,  but  cannot  fee 
What  ’tis  they  drink  or  eat. 

VII. 

They  often  kick  their  deareft  Friend, 

Till  they  can  bear  no  more. 

Who  then  does  for  A  Alliance  fend. 

And  turns  them  out  of  Door. 

.  '  ■s 

VIII. 

But  when  the  Tenant’s  forc’d  to  quit 
Their  warm  and  thriving  Station, 

The  Meiluage  in  a  Month  is  ft 
For  f  urther  Occupation. 

A  fifth,  unwilling  to  be  behind  the  Lighter,  being 
fkill’d  enough  in  Flattery,  to  be  a  Gentleman  Ulher  to 
fome  Countefs  Dowager,  would  oblige  the  Company 
with  a  mofl  accurate  Panegyrick  upon  my  Lady  Fix- 
scIetoTi  s  Lap-Dog,  which  ought  for  its  Singularity,  to 
be  honour’d  with  a  Place  among  the  other  notable 
Performances  of  his  Brother  Poetallers ;  therefore  I 
have  here  recommended  the  rhimatical  Fangle  to  the 
Judgment  of  the  Reader,  <viz. 

jewel,  how  charming  is  thy  cole-black  Nofe  ; 
How  moift  it  looks ;  how  prettily  it  grows ; 
Shap’d  like  an  ^Ethiopian  Lady’s  Snout, 

And  fhines  like  polilh’d  Ebony,  or  Jut ; 

Flat  in  the  Middle,  rifmg  at  the  End ; 

Cool  as  the  Waters  that  from  Rocks  defceifd. 

And  to  the  fweaty  Palm  a  pleafing  Friend. 

Conti- 
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Contiguous  to  this  beauteous  Feature  hangs 
A  lovely  Mouth,  well  arm’d  with  Ivory  Twangs, 
Whofe  Lips  are  honour’d  oft  with  kind  Salutes. 

To  Man  deny’d,  tho’  granted  thus  to  Brutes  : 

A  Mouth  whofe  Tongue  my  Lady’s  Wants  fupplies. 
But  never  tell  the  Freedom  it  enjoys ; 

Pleafes  much  better  than  the  Spani/h  Art, 

Tickles  at  once  aud  mundihes  the  Part. 

Large  rowling  Eyes  the  fav’rite  Puppy  wears, 
Whofe  flowing  Juices  gum  the  neighb’ring  Hairs, 
Which  Mifs,  to  fhew  how  far  her  Love  exceeds. 
Wipes  with  her  Tongue  to  cleanfe  the  pretty  Beads, 
Kindly  rewards  the  little  four-leg’d  Beau, 

For  fecret  Service  he  performs  below  ; 

Who  at  the  Monfler  does  half  frighted  flare. 

And  cries  as  Butcher’s  Dog  at  Bear. 

Like  modifh  Wig,  his  dapping  Ears  hang  down 
Below  his  Nollrils,  from  his  curling  Crown, 

Comb’d  every  Hour  with  fo  much  Art  and  Care, 
’Tis  difficult  to  find  one  draggling  Hair  ; 

But  fall  fo  nice,  are  fuch  a  charming  Grace, 

To  ev’ry  Feature  of  the  Puppy’s  Face, 

That  no  Bel’s  Pinner  tiffl’d  half  a  Day, 

Can  make  the  am’rous  Wanton  look  more  gay. 

His  pretty  Paws,  like  Hoof’s  of  Flanders  Mare, 

Or  fomething  elfe,  are  cover’d  o’er  with  Hair, 

That  as  he  treads  ’twixt  Chimney  and  the  Door, 
Like  little  Brooms  they  fweep  the  dully  Floor ; 

And  gather  in  his  Range  the  nimble  Flees, 

That  hop  for  Air  from  Madam’s  Thighs  and  Knees 
And  when  he’s  comb’d  are  by  the  Whelp  convey’d 
To  the  flabby  Bofom  of  her  wither’d  Maid, 

Who  (hakes  them  off  upon  the  Coachman  John ; 

So  thro’  the  Houfe  the  high-bred  Vermin  run. 
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Left  a  wet  Finger  does  their  Lives  betray. 

And  Thumb-Deftru&ion  meets  ’em  by  the  Way. 

His  Body  does  a  Party-liv’ry  wear, 

Made  up  of  white  and  liver-colour’d  Hair, 

Oft  trimm’d  by  S — g< iv — k ,  that  the  Cur  may  prove 
An  Object  worthy  of  his  Lady’s  Love  : 

Who  with  her  own  Toft  Fingers  parts  his  Creff, 

And  curls  the  Rudder  of  the  fondled  Beaft, 

Whole  Stern,  to  make  amends,  mult  bear  the  Blur, 
When  Madam  drops  by  Chance  a  gentle  Slur  : 

So  cunning  Statefmen  to  preferve  their  Fame, 

Find  Puppies,  when  they  Err,  to  bear  the  Blame. 

O  happy  J'rwr/,  to  be  thus  careft. 

And  by  fo  fair  a  Dame  fo  highly  bleft  : 

Pamper’d  at  Table  with  the  niceft  Bits, 

And  made  Partaker  of  expenftve  Treats ; 

Hug’d  in  the  Lap  of  Pleafure  by  the  Fair, 

As  if  God  Priapus  himfelf  was  there  : 

Stroak’d  as  thou  ilumberft  ’twixt  thy  Lady’s  Knees, 
As  if  thou  hadft  feme  fecret  Power  to  pleafe ; 
Fondled  all  Day,  and  then  at  Night  prefer’d 
To  fleep  in  Holland,  and  be  Honour’s  Guard, 

That  none  without  thy  Notice  ftiould  approach 
The  Seat  of  Joy,  which  thou  haft  Leave  to  touch. 
And  with  thy  icy  Nofe  prefunTft  to  kifs, 

Without  Offence,  the  very  Gates  of  Bills. 

O  !  that  I  might  thy  happy  Place  fupply. 

Where  many  a  Chriftian  would  be  glad  to  lie. 

Like  thee  I’d  ftart  at  e’ery  Noife  I  heard, 

And  fnarl  at  each  new  Rival  that  appear’d  ; 

Ingrofs  thofe  Charms  which  you  fo  oft  falute. 

And  hang  thee  for  a  bold  afpiring  Brute. 

For  who  that  loves  without  Revenge  can  fee 
A  Cur  enjoy  more  Happinefs  than  he. 

And  not  expel  thee  from  the  Sheets  deftgn’d 
Only  for  Mortals  of  a  nobler  Kind. 
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And  Ihould  the  charming  Dame  that  hugs  thee  now. 
At  my  Commands,  but  fhew  an  angry  Brow, 

I’d  fcorn  the  Quean  that  fhould  fo  foolifh  be. 

And  wholly  give  her  up  to  Dogs  like  thee. 

For  fhe  that  does  her  Beauty  fuch  Diigrace, 

As  in  her  Bed  to  give  her  Whelp  a  Place, 

And  tho’  her  angry  Lover  does  complain. 

Will  Hill  commit  the  Folly  o’er  again, 

E’en  let  her  live  with  Dogs  defpifed  by  Men. 

Thus  the  whole  Society  were  fuch  notable  Verifiers, 
that  when  any  one  ventur’d  to  pull  feme  new  Excre¬ 
ment  of  his  Brains  out  of. the  poetical  Side  of  his  Sjtamjh 
Breeches,  the  reft  as  naturally  follow’d  his  Example,  as 
the  Beaus  do  at  Mans  Cohee-Houfe  ;  when  any  one 
disfobulates  his  Watch  to  enquire  nicely  after  an  Af- 
lignation  Minute  ;  or  as  Sheep  do,  when  one  bolts  a 
Hedge  all  the  Flock  run  after.  Thus  when  every  Mem¬ 
ber.  to  fhew  the  wonderful  Refpedt  he  had  for  thofe  olcl- 
fafnion-d  Gentlewomen,-  called  the  Males,  had  either 
read  or  repeated  one  of  the  newel!  of  their  Products, 
they  began  to  be  pretty  well  tir’d  with  their  whimlical 
Performances  ;  fo  adjourned  their  Club  till  the  next 
fucceeding  Night,  and  commonly  had  Recourfe  early 
enough  to  the  Play-Houfe  to  furnifh  their  Memory  with 
new  theatrical  Jefts,  and  their  libidinous  Defires  with 
taudry  half  Crown  MiitreiTes. 

Rimings  become  a  London  Plague, 

That  fpreads  like  Knav’ry  at  the  Hague ; 
Mechanicks,  whom  Apollo  knows. 

Ought  only  to  romance  in  Profe ; 

Have  now  improv’d  the  Gift  of  Lying, 

Into  the  Knack  of  Verifying, 

As  if,  caufe  Trading  is  no  better, 

They  were  refolv’d  to  itarve  in  Meter. 
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The  Bankrupt  Trader,  heretofore, 

Ufs’d  to  turn  Law  Solicitor  ; 

Manage  bad  Caufes  in  the  Hall, 

To  gain  at  la ift  the  Dev’l  and  all ; 

Bribe  Witneffes  to  fay  and  fwear. 

What’s  ufeful  in  a  legal  War, 

That  an  ill  Caufe  mayn’t  want  a  Lye 
To  fleer  the  honefl  Jury  by. 

But  now,  as  foon  as  left  his  Shop, 

And  giv’n  his  Creditors  the  Drop. 

He  tags  his  Brains,  and  up  there  Harts 
A  poetizing  Afs  of  Parts, 

Who  florms  the  Church  with  grinning  Satyr 
And  fo  becomes  a  Saint-like  Creature. 

For  he  that  would  be  reckoned  witty 
By  the  grave  Gpofe-Caps  of  the  City. 

Mull:  learn  of  F  . -to  fcandalize 

All  Truth  and  Honefly  with  Lies; 

Then  fhall  the  Saints  his  Caufe  efpoufe, 

And  fix  the  Lawrel  on  his  Brows ; 

For  ’tis  not  Wit,  in  thefe  dull  Days, 

But  Malice,  that  mull  gain  the  Bays ; 
Therefore  thofe  Scatter-Wit  Buffoons, 

Who  deal  fo  much  in  Church  Lampoons 
Cannot  do  lefs,  to  pleafe  their  Party, 

Than  damn  themfelves  to  fhew  they’re  hearty 
And  then  to  make  his  Fame  the  brighter. 
They’ll  fwear  he’s  a  Saint-like  Writer. 
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THIS  odoriferous  Society  of  Pink  and  Tulip  Wor- 
fhipers,  who  can  walk  ten  Miles  to  fee  a  new 
Stripe  in  a  Cloue-gi Uy-fo wtr,  or  gaze  away  whole 
Hours  upon  an  odd  colour’d  Dafte ,  preferve  an  ami¬ 
cable  Converfation,  at  the  Sign  of  the  Bloody-King 
of  the  phiadrupeJesy  near  Hoxton  Hofpital  ;  it  being 
a  noted  Houfe  where  our  luxorious  Citizens  carry  their 
plump  Wives  and  buxom  Daughters  to  feaft  them,  in 
the  Holidays,  with  hot  Cheefe-Cakes,  that  themfelves 
may  have  the  Opportunity  of  Huffing  their  own  Guts 
with  rare  Lincohi- Ale,  which  the  jolly  Landlord  keeps 
on  Purpofe  to  fatten  up  lean  Shopkeepers  to  the  grace¬ 
ful  Bulk  of  a  Churchwarden  or  Alderman,  as  he  has 
puff’d  up  himfelf,  by  the  fame  Liquor,  to  the  oflenta- 
tious  Stature  of  a  Trainband  Lieutenant,  that  his 
Tun-belly  might  become  a  Marfhal-Safh,  as  well  as 
a  Hoofhead  does  a  Hoop,  or  a  Vintner  made  <a  mili- 

O  A-  _  * 

t&ry  Commander,  does  the  Print  of  his  Apron-firings. 
Thefe  Knights  of  the  Nofegay,  or  fforiferous  Gentle¬ 
men,  who  are  as  feldom  to  be  feen  without  a  Flower 
in  their  Mouths,  or  fluck  into  their  Button-Holes,  as  a 
Horie-courfer  without  a  Swich,  or  a  Gentleman’s  Foot¬ 
man  without  a  tag’d  Shoulder-knot,  affemble  not  them¬ 
felves  weekly  like  other  Clubs,  but  have  their  fcveral 
Feflivals  dedicated  to  the  Honour  of  fuch  certain  Flow¬ 
ers  which  are  highly  efteem’d  by  the  moft  judicious 
Worm-pickers,  and  other  whimfical  Garden-gropers,  for 
excellent  Beauty,  and  reviving  Fragrancy  ;  as  in  par¬ 
ticular,  they  have  their  Tulip,  their  Auricula ,  their 
Rofe,  their  Gilly-ficnver,  their  Carnation-Feaftsy  See, 
which  are  held  Annually  at  the  Mangold  and  Colly - 
Jk^wcr^  the  Snail  and  Cabbage ;  the  Artichoke  zn<XTbijUe : 
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the  Radijh  and  Dungboat ,  or  at  fuch  fort  of  Koufds,  kept 
in  the  neighbouring  Villages  by  fpme  of  the  Muck  hill 
Brethren,  who,  finding  it  difficult  to  pick  up  a  fweet 
Penny  out  of  a  T- - d,  are  glad  to  fell  Brandy, 


Ale,  and  Cyder,  that  the  Town  Sparks  and  Ladies  may 
have  recourfe  to  their  Gardens,  and  there,  without  the 
Danger  of  a  reforming  Condable,  give  their  Arfes  a 
Salad,  But  the  principal  and  mod  flourifhing  of  thefe 
fragant  Feads,  being  held  in  Hoxton  Fields,  at  the 
Sign  of  the  four  leg’d  Emperor  aforemention’d,  I  fhall 
therefore  only  entertain  the  Reader  with  the  diverting 
Humours  of  this  particular  Society  :  For  who  would 
treat  feparately  of  a  Bear-baiting,  Bull-baiting,  and  a 
mercenary  Combat  between  a  couple  of  Gladiators,  when 
all  may  be  handfomely  included  in  the  natural  Defcrip- 
tion  of  the  noify  Bear-garden.  About  the  meridian 
Hour,  upon  the  Day  of  their  Triumphs,  Tickets  hav¬ 
ing  been  given  out,  and  Provifion  made  by  the  Stew¬ 
ards  of  the  Fead,  the  fcatter’d  Members,  with  prepar’d 
Appetites,  begin  to  ademble  themfelves  at  their  gene¬ 
ral  Rendezvouze,  from  the  Military  Major  to  the  Snail- 
crulhing  Adamite;  and  from  the  honed  Hioh-church 
Doctor,  who  dares  to  fpeak  Truth  in  the  word  of 
Times,  to  the  little  low  Church  Ignoramus,  who  has 
fcarce  Senfe  enough  to  know  a  Fnmrofe  frcm  a  Mi  fly¬ 
back.  The  Dodior  deppiiig  in  with  a  Carnation  in  his 
Mouth,  as  big  as  the  Rofe  of  his  canonical  Hat-band; 
the  Major  with  an  Auricula  tucked  into  his  Button¬ 
hole,  as  beautiful  and  gay  as  his  Saih  and  Feather,  and 
as  dourifhing  as  the  Colours  of  his  own  Company  the 
Hoxton  Gardner  with  a  Cloxe-gilly  flonxer  in  his  Hand, 
blown  as  big  as  a  Collifio^xer,  and  the  principal  Bireflor 
of  Whores- Ditch  Parifh  with  a  huge  double  Mary  gold 
duck  under  his  Chin,  adorn’d  like  a  piece  of  Bull-beef 
Shop-window  of  a  Boiling-cook?  in  Chick-lane- 
A  fifth,  as  tall  and  as  upright  as  a  Staff  in  the 
powerful  Hand  of  a  dern  midnight  Condable,  with  a 
iRofe  as  large  as  an  Artichoke,  fo  nicely  fupported  be¬ 
tween  Finger  and  Thumb,  as  if  he  had  forgot  himfelf. 
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and  fancy*d  he  was  handing  up  a  Bill  to  his  fanatical 
Teacher,  to  defire  his  Prayers  for  a  clefponding  Sifter, 
who  had  been  preach’d  mad  the  laft  Lord’s  Day.  A 
fixth,  a  notable  Defender  of  Revolution  Principles,  with 
a  %-weet-WUliam  flicking  under  his  own  Hawk-nofe, 
which  beloved  Flower,  tho’  it  was  but  a  paltry  one, 
was  refpedlfully  introduced  and  admired  by  every  Body  -; 
not  at  all  for  its  Beauty,  but  for  it’s  Name’s  fake:  So 
that  Bull-beef  with  his  Marygold \  and  old  Cant  with 
his  Sweet  William ,  had  the  Honour  to  be  feated  at  the 
upper  End  of  the  Table,  becaufe  they  reviv’d  the  Blef- 
fed  Memory  of  the  Pro teftant  Partners,  by  bringing  into 
Company  two  fuch  precious  Flowers.  Thus  in  a  little 
Time,  the  Company  droped  in  one  after  another,  each 
having  robb’d  his  own  Garden,  or  his  Neighbours,  of 
the  moft  beautiful  Ornament  that  prolifick  Nature  had 
prepared  for  their  Hand ;  fo  that  the  Variety  of  their 
Nofegays,  when  they  were  aftembled  in  a  Body,  made 
them  look  like  fo  many  Cow-keepers  met  together  to 
drefs  up  Flo  wry  Garlands  for  their  Cherry  - cheek’d 
Milk  Maids  againft  May  Day;  or  that  they  were  fo 
many  Pagans ,  inftead  of  CbriJUans ,  come  in  a  folemn 
Manner,  to  pay  their  heathemfii  Adoration  to  that  laf- 
envious  Goddefs,  Flora ,  a  worfe  Roman  Strumpet  than 
the  very  Whore  of  Babylon .  When  they  were  firfl 
met  and  feated  on  all  the  Sides  of  an  oblong  Union  of 
Spanijh  Tables,  for  want  of  rightly  confidering  who  and 
who  fhould  be  together,  they  were  as  ill  match’d* 
and  as  promifcoully  accompanied,  as  Hogs,  Elens, 
Ge.efe,  and  Turkics,  in  a  Farmers  Yard;  for  here  fat  a 
High-Church  Parfon,  a  Man  of  Wit  and  Learning,  be¬ 
tween  a  couple  of  fanatical  Hum-drums,  that  whenever 
they  fpoke  ’twas  like  a  groaning  Board;  there  fat 
Tacker,  a  Man  of  Honour  and  Refolution,  wedged  in 
between  two  Sneakers,  who  looked  as  fickly  in  the- 
Face,  by  over  charging  their  Confciences  with  occafi- 
onal  Oaths  and  Sacraments,  as  if  they  had  weaken’d 
the  whole  Frame  of  Nature  by  cafuiftical  Vomits  to v 
fetch  them  up  again;  and  next  thefefatanhoneftChurch- 

1  z  maa 


25 2  T'he  Florifts  Club * 

man,  of  found  Principles  andunlhaken  Fidelity,  among 
a  parcel  of  Double  loooking  Saints,  call’d  Moderators 
who  fpitOil  out  of  one  Side  of  their  Mouths,  and  Vinegar 
out  of  t’other,  whofe  Palates  agreed  bed  with  Ale  and 
Stale-beer,  bccaufe  it  was  fweet  and  four :  Oppoflte  to 
thefe  fat  a  rigid  Prelbyterian,  next  to  a  jolly  Quaker, 
who  looked  at  one  another,  over  the  neighbouring 
Shoulders,  as  if  Thee  and  Thou  was  angry  to  fee  the 
Geneva  Saint  above  him,  and  that  Jack  Prejliter  was 
as  vex’d  to  fee  the  Quaker,  fo  near  him :  Next  thefe  fat 
a  confcientious  Nonjuror,  and  an  All-fwallowing  Wil- 
llamite ,  who  leer’d  at  one  another,  as  if  Jack  thought 
*Tz// a  very  conformable  Knave,  and  that  Will  thought 
Jack  as  obdinate  a  Fool,  to  be  even  with  him;  next 
thefe  fat  an  honed  well  meaning  Hoxtofr  Gentleman  ; 
and  a  dingy  querimonious  Grumbletonian  Shopkeeper; 
one  in  his  Converfation  eafy,  pleafant,  and  facetious, 
and  the  other,  hanging  down  his  Head,  with  his  Snout 
in  his  Bofom,  look’d  like  a  Hedg-hog  rowl’d  up  in  his 
own  Bridles :  Oppofite  to  thefe  fat  a  jolly  young  Li¬ 
bertine,  who  talk’d  as  if  he  had  never  entertain’d  one 
Thought  of  Religion,  fmce  the  Time  of  his  Baptifm: 
Next  him  a  Seeker,  who  had  been  a  Man  of  as  many 
Opinions,  in  Matters  of  Faith,  as  there  are  fpecify’d 
in  RoJ/Ps  Vie*tv  of  Religion  \  but  thofe  two  fat  Cheek- 
by-Jole,  and  were  as  well  coupled  as  any  Pair  of  my 
Lord  Mayor’s  Hounds.  In  Ihort,  when  they  were  all 
together,  there  were  as  many  diderent  Churches  in  one 
Room,  as  ever  were  difeovered  by  St.  Paul  in  Ephefus . 
However,  by  degrees,  to  prevent  Difputes,  and  to 
make  themfelves  the  more  eafy,  they  chop’d  and 
chang’d  Seats,  upon  every  chance  Removal,  till  at  lad 
thofe  of  the  fame  Kidney  got  clofe  to  one  another ; 
and  fo  Birds  of  a  Feather  flock’d  together;  and  then, 
by  that  Time  the  Company  had  taken  a  pretty  hand* 
fome  Whet,  the  Dinner  was  ready  for  the  Table;  but 
I  (hall  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  a  Bill  of  Fare,  led 
I  ftiould  happen,  with  a  dull  Entertainment  of  grofs 
Food,  to  overcharge  his  Stomach;  therefore  I  (hall 
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only  touch  upon  two  or  three  Difhes,  which,  by  great 
Occident,  gave  Abundance  of  Diverfion :  The  firft  was 
a  Side  of  Salmon  very  palatably  drefs’d  with  Shrimps 
and  Ov  iters ;  infomuch  that  one  of  th<j?  Members,  who 
hai  a  Body  like  an  Elephant,  a  Stomach  like  a  Tyger, 
an  i  a  Mouth  like  an  Allegator,  as.  he  fat  fhov’ling  in 
the  Fifh,  as  a  Scavenger  does  Soil  into  his  dirty  Vehi¬ 
cle,  happen’d  to  be  highly  commending  the  Excellency 
of  the  Sauce.  Nouns,  lavs  a  merry  Fellow  that  fat 
directly  oppoilte,  Don’t  you  know  one  of  the  Stewards 
4  is  a  KitchenGardener ;  and  the  Rogue,  to  fave  Charges 
*  has , put  in  Worms  inftead  of  Shrimps,  and  Snails 
‘  in  the  Room  of  Oyflers  :  Which  unlucky  faying  put 
fucli  a  fudden  Check  to  the  Voracity  of  the  Glutton, 
that  he  mumbl’d  about  the  Morfel  he  had  in  his  Month 
with  as  much  Tcifure,  a$  a  Cow  does  her  Cud,  or  an 
Afs  a  Thiftle,  till  at  laft  forcing  it  down  with  as  gre^t. 
Difficulty  as  a  Patient  does  a  Bolus,  he  forfook  the  Fifh. 
and  referv’d  the  Remainder  of  his  Appetite  for  feme 
other  Dainty.  This  luxurious  Introduction  to  their 
further  Plenty,  was  fucceeded  with  Variety  of  more 
fubftancial  Food,  fuch  that  was  fufficient  to  pacific  the 
craving  Stomachs  of  induftrious  Gardeners,  who  had 
dug  fix  Hours,  before  they  came,  to  get  good  Appe¬ 
tites  to  their  fumptuous  Feaft,  v/hich  was  fo  wonder- 
fully  garnilh’d  with  all  Sorts  of  Hortelage;  that  after 
the  Company  had  din’d,  a  Drove  of  Hogs  might  have 
made  a  very  good  Meal  of  their  green  Fragmen  ts  :  The 
laft  Courfe  that  was  brought  to  the  Table  con  lilted  of 
Cheefe  Cakes  and  Lobfters,  both  which  went  as  merrily 
.down,  as  if  every  Member,  by  fmeliing  to  his  Flower, 
had  begot  him  a  frefh  Appetite.  But,  no  fooner  had  the 
T1  >rills  .gutted  their  Shell  Fiffi,  e’er  a  warm  Contention 
arofe  amongft  ’em  about  the  Lobfter’s  Claws,  and 
how  they  fhould  be  divided,  that  every  one  might  have 
fome  to  hangover  his  Flowers  to  trepan  the  Ervvichs  : 
The  Major  urging,  that  as  he  was  a  military  Officer,  and 
the  Lobfters  being  red  Coats,  he  ought  to  command 
them;  the  Parfon  averting,  ‘  That  as  they  were  black 

£  3  ‘  Coats 
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*  Coats  before  they  were  boil’d,  they  ought  to  belong- 

*  to  the  Church,  and  therefore  he,  as  a  Pried,  had  the 
bed  Right  to ’em.’  A  third,  who  had  no  Garden 

of  bis  own,  pointing  to  his  oppofite,  faid,  ‘  his  Neigh- 

*  hour  Mutable ,  was  once  a  Fanatick,  tho’new  a  Church- 
4  man,  and  therefore,  fince  he  had  chang’d  his  Coat, 

'  4  as  the  Lobder  had  his  Colour,  he  ought" to. have  the 

*  Claws  for  his  Flower  Pots.’  A  fourth,  darting  up 
smiongd  the  red,  faid,  e  That  his  Father  was  a  Captain, 

*  and  his  Mother  a  Parfons  Daughter,  and  therefore,  as 

*  he  was  nearly  related  to  both  the  Lobders  Colours,  had 
4  the  bed  Title  to  both  the  Lobders  Claws ;  at  length 
up  rifes  a  Quaker  with  as  much  Deliberation,  as  an  in¬ 
dependant  'Feacher  craves  a  Bleillng  upon  his  Feed  ; 
Verily,  crys  Annanias ,  c  your  Mouths  were  fo  nimble* 
4  I  could  catch  none  of  your  Fifh ;  therefore  the  Spirit 
<  moves  me  to  tell  ye  I  have  the  bed  Plight  to  the- 
Shells.  The  Quakers  Argument  proving  the  mod 
cogent,  every  one  of  the  Company  withdrew  their  Pre- 
tendons,  and  fo  the  Claws  ■  were  redgn’d  to  the  pri¬ 
mitive  Contender  Nemine  contradicente* 


The  Dinner  being  now  ended,  and  the  Doflor  hav¬ 
ing  given  a  Quietus  to  the  Teeth  of  the  Society,  the 
Flowers  began  to  be.  handed  about  that  every  Man’s 
darling  Beauty  might  be  nicely  infpe&ed  by  thofe  who 
had  the  Vanity  to  let  therafelves  up  as  the  mod  didin- 
gulfhing  Judges.  When  like  a  parcel  of  conceited  An¬ 
tiquaries  tumbling  over  a  Bag  of  rudy  Ro?nan  Trinkets, 
they  had  begun  their  View,  one  Flower  was  highly 
-  applauded  for  its  white  Edging,  which  look’d  as  pretty 
round  the  frizzl’d  Carnation,  as  a  filver  Purl  round  the 


fearlet  Edges  of  my  Lady  Plump's  Neck-Handkerchief* 
and  was  chriden’d,  for  its  Beauty,  together  with  its 
Fraerancy,  Duldbella ,  which  dgnines  Sweet  and  Fair. 

A  fecond  was  greatly  admired  for  having  a  Stripe 
of  yellow  upon  a  crimfon  Ground,  and  was  notably 
compared  to  the  Gold  Galloon  round  Gammar  Curtail  s 
red  Petticoat,  and  for  its  remarkable  Singularity,  was 
nam’d,  by  the  learned,  Zdotypia,  bbcaufe  Nature  had 
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tihftttPd  it  with  a  Badge  of  Jealoufy.  A  third  was  very 
much  approv’d  for  the  Largenefs  of  its  Bloffom,  and 
the  Diverfity  of  its  Colours,  and  was  faid  by  feme  of 
the  Company,  to  be  like  Great  Britain>  becaufe  it  was 
adorn’d  with  inch  a  mottled  Variety;  but  happen’d  to 
be  chriflened  by  the  glorious  Name  of  Tolleration,  for 
Reafons  bell  known  to  thole  that  were  its  Godfathers. 
A  fourth,  tho’  it  was  pifh’d  at  by  forne,  was  very  much 
commended  by  others  for  the  Contexture  of  its  Leaves  ; 
the  Conftancy  of  its  Colour;  the  Sweet  nefs.  of  its  Scent  : 


the  Liveliness  of  its  looks ;  and  for  blowing  without, 
burfling  in  fo  blullering  a  Seafon.  This  forne  of  tiro 
fober  judges,  it  being  a  beautiful  Bloflbm  of  one  intire 
Die,  compand  to  a  Man  without  Blemifh,  that  had  no 
Spots  in  his  Reputation,  or  Blots  in  his  Scutcheon,  bat: 
was  as  unchangeable  in  his  Principles  as  the  Flower  in 
its  Colour :  then  fays  the  Doctor,  4  As  his  the  Off- 
c  fpring  of  my  Garden,  nobody  fhall  chriften  it  bin: 
myfelf ;  accordingly  he  fmii’d  upon  the  flourilhing 
Gugavv,  and  baptiz’d  the  Darling  by  the  Name  of 
T acker ;  then  convey’d  it  to  his  Nofe,  that  he  might 
refrefh  his  Senfes  with  the  wonderful  Sweetnefs  the 
Name  had  added  to  its  Odour.  The  fifth  was  a 
Double  Couflip,  every  diftinbi  Bloom  being  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Colour,  which,  together,  were  compar’d  to  the 
many  Sectaries  that  now  bloffom’d  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
but  for  holding  down  its  Ears,  which  is  the  Nature  of 
that  Flower,  it  was  called  a  Sneaker.  The  next  fra¬ 
grant  Curiofity  that  was  handed  up,  was  an  Edmington 
Tulip,  of  fuch  a  changeable  Colour,  that,  like  the 
Feathers  of  a  Woodpecker,  turn  it  one  Way,  it  would 
feem  to  blemifh  another  way  Glewifh.  This  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  different  Reflection  of  the  lucid  Rays,  would 
change  its  Tincture  like  the  beautiful Cameltan  ;  fo  that 
none  were  able  to  determine  what  was  its  natural  Co¬ 
lour  ;  therefore  it  was  faid  to  be  like  a  Cunning  Trim¬ 
mer  who  manag’d  himfelf  fo,  that  no-body  could 
difeover  what  fide  he  was  moll  affe&ed  to,  for  which 
Reafon,  the  Tulip  was  honoured  with  the  Name  of 

Moderator.. 
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Moderator.  The  Quaker,  as  they  commonly  affeft 
Singularity,  having  ty’d  up  a  huge  Nofegay  of  com¬ 
mon  Pinks,  Daiies,  Bluebells  and  Butterflowers,  fome 
out  of  his  Garden,  and  others  gather’d  in  the  Fields, 
till  he  had  bundled  up  enough  rifraf  to  have  fil’d  a 
couple  of  Flower-Pots ;  which  thundering  Poke,  accord¬ 
ing  to  cuilorn,  was  handed  up  very  merrily,  to  be 
view’d  by  the  Judges  as  a  great  Rarity,  who,  in  look¬ 
ing  upon  the  Variety  he  had  prefented  to  the  Board, 
happened  to  efpy  abundance  of  little  black  Infers, 
with  which  Flowers  are  oft  infefled,  crawling  up  and 
down  his  hne  flourifliing  Mefs  ofMedlyf  upon  which, 
cries  a  Skilful  Florilt,  ‘  You  have  brought  us  nothing-,  ■ 

*  Mr.  S/y,  but  a  Parcel  of  beggarlyTrumpery,  not  worth . 

*  our  looking  at :  Befides  they  are  fo  confoundedLoufie, 

4  that  they  are  enough  to  infefl  all  the  Flowers  in  the 
4  Company  ;  For  which  Reafon,  replies  the  Quaker,  I 
4  fhall  call  my  Nofegay  the  Palatine  Pro  tenants,  and 
4  the  more  Lice  thou  findefl:  the  fitter  it  is,  to  bear  the 
4  Name  I  have  given  it.*  rI  hus  they  went  on,  p leafing 
themfelyes  with  their  effeminate  Toys,  till  they  had 
run  through  the  Flowers  of  the  whole  Company, 
and  then  every  one  returning  his  gay  Bauble  to  his 
Button-hole,  fell  to  Drinking  and  Smoking,  nothing  ' 
being  heard,  for  an  Hour  or  better,  among  the  Flower-  ... 
croping  Vertuofo’s,  but  fome  new  Difcovery  or  other,  , 
for  the  further  Improvement  of  Auriculas,  and  Carna¬ 
tions,  Dairies,  Butterflowers,  and  Primrofes,  fsY.  One 
averring  Mole,,  Lime,  and  Afs-Dung  to  be  the  bell 
Earth  in  the  Univerie  Era  Pot- Flower.  Another  af¬ 
fecting  Cow-pifs  to  be  an  excellent  Cordial  for  a  fick 
Clave- gilly-F lower.  A  third  humbly  prefuming,  that  a 
tin  Extinguifher,  provided  it  be  clean  fcowered,  and 
made  the  Crown  of  a  Flower-Stick,  is  as  good  a  Trap 
for  an  Er<w2ckr  as  either  a  Lobfler’s  Claw,  or  the  Head 
of  a  Tobacco  Pipe.  A  fourth  alledging,  that  nothing 
is  better  to  lay  a  Clove  or  a  Carnation,  in  either  Bed 
or  Pot,  than  the  inflexible  Stumps  of  an  old  Stable- 
Broom.  A  fifth  undertaking  to  blow  a  Flower  to  twice 
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its  ufual  Expaniion,  with  only  a  few  additional  Puffs 
of  a  Pair  of  mathematical  Demifnorters.  Thus  they 
rambled  on  for  a  little  Time,  each  vending  his  own 
whimiical  Notions,  like  a  Parcel  of  Alchymifts  flip’d 
into  the  Talk  of  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  till  at 
length  they  chang’d  their  Subject,  and  fell  into  a  Con- 
tell  about  what  was  the  belt  Flower  that  a  Garden  pro- 
duc’d:  One  faying  an  Auricula  ;  another,  a  Carnation  * 
a  third,  a  T ulip ;  a  fourth,  a  Rofe ;  and  fo  on,  till  at 
laft  up  harts  Friend  Aminadab ,  and  tells  them,  accord* 
ihg  to  his  Opinion,  ‘  Of  all  the  Flowers  in  a  Garden,  a 
i  good  Colliflower  was  the  heft.’  Thus  they  pall  away 
x  their  Time  over  fome  Wine,  much  Lincoln  Ale,  amidll 
a  cloud  of  Smoke,  and  many  thwarting  Claps  of  verbal 
Thunder,  till  at  laft,  when  every  one  was  well  fatisfy’d 
with  this  plentiful  Entertainment ;  then  away  went  the 
Major  with  his  Dulcibella;  old  Fumble  with  his  Zelo- 
typia;  Mr.  Occasional  with  his  Tolleration;  the  Doe- 
ter  with  his  Tacker;  Mr.  Cant  with  his  Moderator; 
*Efquire  Safe  with  his  Sneaker ;  and  the  merry  Quaker 
with  his  Loufie  Nofegay  of  Palatine  Proteftants,  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  Croud  of  Salet-pickers,  Cabbage-Merchants, 
Slaves,  Knaves,  and  Flower-Fanciers,  who,  with  full 
Guts  and  dizzy  Brains  took  an  amicable  Leave  of  one 
another;  mutually  wiftiing  Happinefs  till  their  next 
merry  Meeting. 

'Tis  Ji  range  that  Men  o/Sence fioould  do  at 
Upon  a  gaudy  fading  Toy , 

Beneath  a  Wifi  mans  fiber  thought ; 

In  all  its  Bloom  not  nuorth  a  Groat , 

It  does  fo  Quickly  die* 

Man  Jhould  delight  his  penjvve  Mind 
With  things  more  permanent  and  bright , 

Wherein  the  aftinje  Soul  may  find 
Enjoyments  of  a  nobler  Kind* 

That  reach  beyond  the  Sight, 
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Flowers  are  Gugaws  only  fit 
To  gratify  a  Womans  Pride 
And  Man  that  boafls  fuperior  Wit , 

Should  leave  thofe  cl  oys  fo  fair  and \fweet%* 
Totlffiudy  of  his  Bride . 


Adam  firfi  Mafier  of  the  Spade , 
Who  did  in  Eden  dig  and  live , 
Altho ’  a  Gard’ner  by  his  Trade , 
We  never  read  that  e’er  he  made 
One  Nofegay  for  his  Eve. 


Such  blooming  Trifies  tie:  er  tmphfid 
One  careful  Hour  of  Adam ’s  Lifey 
They  only  grew  hi  feme  back-fide , 

The  privy  Garden  of  his  Bride , 
Inclos’d  to  pleaje  his  Wife . 


?:77..c  true  much  Beauty  we  may  find \ 
In  blujhing  Rjofes  and  Carnations 
But  what  are  they  to  Woman  kind , 
Who  yield  the  Body  and  the  Mind;. 
Much  /sweeter  Recreations  ? 


But  Man  fihould  elevate  his  Thought 
To  yet  a  much  jublimer  pitchy 
And  not ,  like  Maids ,  on  Flovjers  doat 
Or  too.  much  on  the  Petticoat , 

But  curb  the  foolijh  Itch . 

But  if  a  Man  mujl  pleafe  his  Sight , 

And  fie  a  Slave  to  Beauty’s  Povdr, 
Give  me  the  Lajs  that's  young  and  bright^ 
Full  of'  good  Humour  and  Delight , 

Take  you  the  gaudy  Flavor. 
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BOB  Woden,  univerfally  fo  call’d,  was  the  younger 
Brother  of  that  unfortunate  Gentleman,  who,  after 
he  had  given  a  new  Turn  of  old  Jackanapes-Lane ,  and 
to  his  great  Expence  had  deftgn’d  and  promoted  many 
ufeful  Projects,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Publick,  convey’d 
himfelf  out  of  a  jarring  World,  to  the  peaceful  Grave* 
by  the  Mifapplication  of  an  ignominious  Halter  which 
he  had  never  deferved,  .Bob  being:  the  Pin-Bafket  of  the 
Family,  was  put  Apprentice  to  Greenhi!  the  famous 
Painter,  but  before  he  had  acquir’d  a  fufHcicnt  Perfect 
tion  in  that  ingenious  Art  to  get  his  Bread  by  his  Pen¬ 
cil  ;  a  Fortune  of  two  Thoufand  Pounds  falling-  into  his 
Hands,  e’er  he  was  Mafter  of  fo  much  Difcretion  as 
to  make  a  right  Ufe  of  it,  he  prefently  put  a  Stop  to 
his  further  Progrefs  in  the  Art  of  Painting,  and  totally 
refign’d  himfelf  to  Wit  and  Pleafantry,  in  which  hkm 
felf  had  a  very'  fpritely  Genius;  fo  th#t  in  a  litffe 
Time,  he  had  not  only  wafted  his  Patrimony,  in  a 
Perfuit  of  IPs  Pleafures,  but  fo  far  difabled  himfelf,  by 
a  negleft  of  Bufinefs,  from  living  in  the  World  by  any 
creditable  Means,  that  he  was  forc’d  to  depend  upon  the 
Bounty  of  his  Friends,  and  the  Extravagance  of  his 
Companions ,*for  an  uncertain  Subfiftance,  being,  every 
way  qualify ’d  for  the  Convention  of  fuch  Gentlemen 
who  valu’d  not  their  Expences,  if  they  had  but  a  Song 
or  a  left  to  give  .the  better  relifh  to  their  inebrious  Ex- 
cedes.  Having,  by  this  Time,  acquired  the  airy  Re¬ 
putation  of  a  pleafant  Companion,  he  was  highly  cele¬ 
brated  for  a  Wit,,  by  all  the  Rakes  in  the  Town.  And 
now,  that  he  might  be  conftantly  found.,  by  all  that 
were  defirous  to  have  a  tafte  of  his  Conversation,  he 
fettled  an  every  Days  Meeting  at  the  Sign  of  the  Still  in, 
the.  Strand#  where  he  had  a  little  Cellar,  about  fix  Foot 
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under  Ground,  which  they  had  converted  into  a  Fud- 
dling-Room ;  and  this  being  judg’d  as  the  mold  fecure 
Retirement  from  the  Surprize  of  Bailiffs,  and  the  htteff 
Appartment  of  their  Midnight  Revels,  was  therefore 
chofen  by  Bob ,  as  the  moft  convenient  Sanduary,  not 
only  for  himfelf,  but  fuch  as  he  had  feleded  for  his  daily 
Comanions,  who  were  generally  Gentlemen  of  Fortune, 
Pettkoat-Penfioners,,  Irijb  Captains,  and  fuch  Sort  of 
Improvident  Sharpers,  who,  as  they  got  their  Money 
oven  the  Devils  Back,  neglected  no  Opportunity  of  fpen- 
ding  it  under  his  Belly.  Their  Time  of  meeting  was 
generally  in  the  Evening,  de  Die  in  Diem  ;  the  Liquor 
that  they  drank,  commonly  Bumpers  of  French  Brandy  ; 
and  their  Time  of  parting,  the  next  Morning  by  Day¬ 
light,  tho’  fbmetimes  they  fat, without  anyAdjournment, 
for  half  a  Week  together,  fcoming  any  other  Refreih- 
ment  than  k  Nod  in  a  Chair,  or  a  Sleep  upon  a  Bench, 
till  at  length  the  Emptinefs  of  their  Pockets  forc?d  them 
home  to  compofe  themfelves,  that  everyone  in  his  Way, 
might  be  able  to  exercife  his  Talent  for  a  new  Supply, 
which  was  no  fconer  obtain’d  cunningly,  but  as  foolilhly 
walled,,  after  the  foregoing  manner.  Their  principal 
Diverfions,  when,  like  Gholls  and  Spirits  they  were 
revelling  at  Midnight  in  their  fubterranean  Cavern,  were 
Jelling,  Punning,  Singing,  opening  their  Intrigues, 
Infcioully  telling  bawdy  Stories;  wittily  prophaning 
Scripture;  merrily  defpifing  Vertue  ;  impudently  ridi¬ 
culing  all  that  was  good  and  pious ;  and  blundering 
out  Bulls  fooMily ;  in  which  the  Non-Commilhon  Cap¬ 
tain  MaFsf.  had  fo  excellent  a  Gift,  that  they  could  no 
more  tell  a  Story  without  fifty  Irijhifins ,  than  aFanatick 
Pray  without  as  many  Grimaces.  Sometimes  they  had 
a  Harp,  to  add  a  Sprightlinefs  to  their  Mirth,  andlhme- 
times  a  celebrated  Muiician  would  drop  in  amongll’em 
to  enliven  their  Hearts  with  a  new  Play-houfeSong,  or 
merry  Spur-bottle  Catch,  made  by  fome  whimiical  Rake, 
and  fung  as  an  applicable  Encouragement  to  their  pre¬ 
sent  Extravagance.  Every  Man*  Pocket  was  in  common 
m  the  Company,  for  if  any  one  wanted,  and  another 
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had  it,  he  that  abounded  was  defpjs’d  as  a  Niggard, 
when  the  Reckoning  came  to  be  paid,  if  he  refus’d  to 
make  up  the  Deficiency.  When  a  frefh  Rake  wdfe  de¬ 
coy’d  into  their  Company,  who,  perhaps  had  an  ill- 
got  Eflate  fallen  into  his  Hands,  by  the  long  wifh’d  for 
Death  of  an  old  miferly  Father,  to  be  fure  he  was  fet  9 
upon  as  the  very  Idol  of  the  Society,  and  fo  hug’d  and 
eareis’d  f^|:  a  worthy  accomplifh’d  Gentleman,  till,  in 
a  little  'Time,  he  was  forced  to  make  ufe  of  the  wicked 
Wit  he  had  learn’d,  and  turn  as  fnarping  a  Town-Shift, 
in  his  own  Defence,  as  if  he  had  been  bred  up  front 
his  Cradle  to  cut,  fham,  and  wheedle.  When  their 
Brains  were  elevated,  and  the  Fumes  of  the  Brandy 
had  robb’d  them  of  their  Modefly,  which  fhould  have 
conceal’d  their  Infamy,  one,  in  a  Bravado,  to  fhew 
his  Gallantry,  would  fwear  there  was  not  a  Vintner’s 
.Book  between  White-  Chappel-Bars  and  High- park  -  Corner? 
but  what  his  Name  was  regifter’d  in  for  a  round  Reck¬ 
oning.  A  fecond,  would  laughingly  afiert,  that  there 
was  not  a  Hackney-coach  in  the  whole  Town,  but 
what  he  had  bilk’d  two  or  three  Times  over.  A  third, 

*  would  merrily  affirm,  that  there  was  fcarce  a  Rroling 
Punk  in  all  London ,  but  What  at  one  Time  or  other,  he 
had  pawn’d  for  a  Tavern  Treat.  A  fourth,  would  jef- 
tingly  maintain,  that  he  had  as  many  Whores  Mafks  in 
his  Clofet,  which  he  had  fnatch’d  from  them  in  the' 
Streets,  as  would  make  a  Stage  Mountebank  a  velvet 
Jacket.  A  fifth  would  report,  under  a  thumping  Oath, 
that  he.  had  never  worn  a  Waiilcoat  this  feven  Yeats,, 
but  what  had  been  made  of  a  Silk  Petticoat ;  or  anv  o- 
ther  Nightcaps,  than?  Womens  Cambric k Handkerchiefs. 

A  fixth  would  rap  out  a  Curfe,  upon  the  whole  Female- 
*  Gender,  and  fwear  that  he  never  got  any  Thing  by 
the  Sex,  but  a  damn’d  Clap  or  a  Ballard  Child ;  affirm,'  v 
that  he  had  not  been  one  Year  free  from,  either  Pox,  or  y 
F aril'll,  fince  he  left  the  Univerfity.  A  feventh,  the 
extravagant  Son  of  a  parfimonious  Doftor,  would  fcof- 
fingly  infinuate*  that  what  his  Father  had  got  by  Pray- 

:  v  /  - ipg 
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ing  and  Preaching,  he  had  generoufly  flung  away  in- 
Drinking  and  Whoring.  An  Eighth  would  be  com¬ 
mending  his  Taylors,  for  the  honeffeft  Fellows  in  the 
Univerfe,  for  that  he  always  wore  as  good  Cloaths  as 
’Squire  Any-body,  yet  they  never  coft  him  above  Haif  a 
Crown  a  Suit,  and  that  he  gave  to  the  Finifher,  whom 
he  always  appointed  to  bring  his  Cloaths  home  upon  a 
Sunday  Morning,  fo  that  he'  had  Time  to  make  ufe  of 
a  double  Advantage,  and  at  one  Stroke  bilk  his  .Lodg¬ 
ing  and  his  Taylor.  Thus,  in  thehr  Cups,  they  us’d  to 
make  themfelves  merry  over  the  fcandalous  Impofi tions 
they  had  put  upon  others ;  and  their  drunken  Rendez¬ 
vous  handing  juft  upon  the  Bounds  of  the  Savoy  Liber¬ 
ty,  and  the  Sparks  taking  Care  to  keep  themfelves  in 
Fee  with  the  Bailiff' of  the  Dutchy,  bid  Defiance  to  the 
Law,  and  being  fafe  over  their  Liquor,  made  a  Jeft  cf 
their  Villainies,  and  a  Scoff*  off  their  Creditors.  Bob 
Weden ,  who  had  happen’d,  in  a  fevere  Salivation*,  to 
catch  an  incurable  Hoarf&nefs  from  the  Excoriations  of 
the  Mercury,  never  car’d  to  talk  much,  becaufe  k  was 
painful  to  exprefs  himfelf  fo  loud  as  to  be  heard ;  but 
when  he  did,  to  be  fure  it  was  to  entertain  the  Compa¬ 
ny  with  fome  biting  Sarcafm,  or  ill-natuFd  Jeft ;  for  he 
was  a  perfed  Satyr  in  his  Temper,  and  had  Wit  enough 
at  Will  to  command  an  apt  Thought,  and  to  make  his 
Words  darting.  He  was  but  little  in  Stature,  but  never 
fail’d  to  add  fome  Inches  to  his  Stature,  by  the  extra¬ 
vagant  Heels  of  his  rather  Stilts  than  Shoes,  for  which 
he  was  remarkable.  Tho’  his  Tongue,  in  his  Cups,  was 
too  keen  and  piercing,  and  his  galling  Repartees  were 
oft  provoking,  yet  he  always  wore  a  very  pacifick 
Sword,  which  was  often  without  a  Point,  and  fometimes 
adorn’d  with  no  other  Handle  than  a  rufty  Ribbon.  As 
his  Life  was  a  Contradidion  to  all  humane  Prudence, 
fo  in  his  Drefs  he  was  commonly  a  Diftenter  from  all 
mpdifh  Obfer  vances ;  for  in  Summer  he  was  ufually 
equipp’d  in  Cloth  or  Frieze,  and  in  Winter  thin  clad5 
in  a  Sarge  Suit,  or  fome  of  Doylefs  Manufadure,  caft 
©IF  by  fome  new  Acquaintance..  When  the  different 

Seafons 
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Seafons  of  die  Year  requir’d  a  Change  of  Apparel,  his 
Hat,  Wig,  Linnen,  and  all  his  other  Appurtenances 
were  fo  agreeable  to  the  former,  that  they  all  help’d  to 
compleat  an  Index  of  his  unhappy  Circumilances  ;  for 
whoever  was  Herald  enough  to  blazon  the  Symptoms 
of  decay’d  Gentility,  might  very  eafily  read  Pride,  Po¬ 
verty,  and  Carelefthefs  in  the  threadbare  Contexture  of 
his  unfeafonable  Rigging ;  yet,  Philcfopher  like,  he 
made  a  Virtue  of  Neceffity,  and  feern’d  to  make  many 
Things  his  Choice,  which  were  the  Relult  of  his  Mis- 
fortunes.  As  he  was  under  the  Indigency  of  Diogenes 
fo  he  wanted  not  his  Vanity,  for  he  was  always  infolent 
to  his  Betters,  and  only  a  fable  to  thole  who  were  as  ne- 
ceffitous  as  himfelf :  Whilft  over  the  Bottle  he  was  a 
perfect  Demetrites,  for  his  higheft  Satisfaction  was  to 
laugh  at  the  reft  of  the  World,  but  without  Liquor  was 
as  fad  as  Heraclitus ,  who  always  wept  when  he  went 
abroad,  to  amufe  others  that  laugh’d  at  him.  A  Bed 
he  valu’d  as  little  as  a  Gijfy  or  a  Hermit ,  and  thought 
It  great  Extravagance  to  contract  for  a  Lodging  above 
Twelve-pence  a  Week,  theft  he  never  paid  a  Farthing, 
fince  he  could  refrefh  himfelf  as  heartily  with  a  found 
Nap  upon  a  hard  Bench,  or  a  Coal-heap. 

In  a  little  Time  after,  he  fell  a  much-lamented  Vic¬ 
tim  to  that  Kill-Devil  Liquor,  Ru?n,  fo  that  he  went  as 
a  Harbinger  into  the  fubterranean  Territories,  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  Apartment  for  his  kind  Mafterr  who  focn  after 
follow’d  him  in  the  dark  Mazes  of  an  unknown  Futu¬ 
rity.  Therefore  as  my  Friend  .Boh  was  an  Original  in 
his  Way,  a  witty  plealant  Companion,  and  a  Man  of 
lingular  Deportment,  thro’  all  the  Changes  of  his  Life,. 
I  am  willing  to  dedicate,  the  following  Elegy  to  the. 

Honour  of  his  Memorv*. 

✓ 

Mourn  all yc  Nilblers  at  a'Jeft  or  Pun , 

Dabblers  in  Wit,  «: who  line  as  if  you  d  'none  ; 

Infernal  Rakes,  nvbo  nsjith  inebrious  Bonds 
Of  Stygean  Spirits,  dronvn  your  ihirfy  Souls.: 
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Weep  o'er  your  Bumpers  of  the  Hell-horn  Juice , 
Drank  now  by  Ladies,  down  to  Whores  in  Steves  ? 

*}  ill  your  warm  Tears  into  your  Cups  defend, 

Then  J will  to  tV  Mem'ry  of  your  ahfent  Friend ; 

That  he  your  Sorrows  for  his  Lofs  may  know. 

And  kindly  pledge  your  burning  Draughts  below. 

Let  the  curs'd  Still  your  craving  Lulls  fupply , 

Like  Weden  drink  till  you  become  more  dry, 

«.  That  your  parch'd,  JhriveFd  Entrails  ?nay  require 
A  Flood  of  Water  to  abate  their  Fire  ; 

Then  may  you  find  that  fir  an ge  unbeaten  Road, 

Which  furely  none  but  Weden  ever  trod ; 

Who  in  a  Sea  of  Brandy  drown'd  his  Care, 

And  feeni  d  to  only  live  by  Fire  and  Air  : 

With  flaming  fiuarts  he  boldly  would  engage s 
And  was  the  Salamander  of  the  Age  ; 

Viduals  he  flighted,  as  a  ufilcfs  Toy, 

But  Draughts  united  he  would  hug  with  Joy 
With  Spirits  fil'd  his  Feins  infiead  of  Blood, 

For  Brandy  was  alone  his  Drink  and  Food. 

Brandy  1  th '  Morning  did  his  Stomach  heal 
That  and  Tobacco  was  a  princely^  Meal ; 

V  th' Afternoon  a  Bumper  chear  d  his  Heart, 

Liquor'd  his  Brains,  and  made  his  Wits  more  fmart  * 
Infpird  his  Fancy  with  a  thoufand  Whims, 

As  fiery  Zeal  does  Calvin^  Saints  with  Dreams « 

^  1  mc 

At  Night  it  rais'd  him4 nobler  Fitch , 

Made  him  not  only  Wife,  but  Great  and  Rich  ; 
Proud  as  a  Prince  whom  Slaves  and  Vaftals  dread. 
And  gave  him  large  Dominions  in  his  Head ; 

So  th'  Cobler,  when  good  Ale  has  warm  d  his  Brains 
In  Fancy  forms  new  Worlds,  o'er  which  he  reigns  y 
Among  fat  Ale -wives  does  exert  his  Pow'r, 

Till  Sleep  abates  the  drunken  Calenture  ; 

Then  with  a  drowfiy  Noddle  full  of  Pain, 

Old  Cadar  to  a  Cobler  turns  again*. 
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Weep  all  ye  Midnight  and  infat  iate  Sots, 

Who  facrift.ce  your  Eafe  to  Gills  and  Pots  ; 

That  Bob,  the  Glory,  of  this  drunken  Age, 

Should  in  his  P  rime  for  fake  the  fublick  Stage  ; 

Pie  nx'hofe firong  Breathy  lefs  fragrant  than  his  Toes * 
Was  like  a  Hart  (horn  Bottle  to  his  Nof  ; 

And  with  Tobacco,  Brandy,  and  the  Pox, 

Oi^ -flunk  the  Poijhzs  of  Pandora’ j  Box  ; 

But  new,  alas,  he  lies  embalm  d  in  Rum,. 

Whilft  Swanns  of  Crabs  iwveft  his  J'andy  Tomb  , 
There  let  him  ref ,  to  Brandy  once  a  Slave, 
Unmatched  on  Earth,  unequal!' d  in  the  Grave. 
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THERE  are  a  particular  Gang  of  Sodomiiical 
Wretches  in  this  Town,  who  call  themfelves 
the  Mollies ,  and  are  fo  far  degenerated  from  all  mafcu- 
line  Deportment,  or  manly  Exercifes,  that  they  rather 
fancy  themfelves  Women,  imitating  all  the  little  Vani¬ 
ties  that  Cuftom  has  reconcil’d  to  the  female  Sex,  af- 
fefting  to  fpeak,  walk,  tattle,  courtefy,  cry,  fcold,,  and 
to  mimick  all  manner  of  Effeminacy,  that  ever  has  fal¬ 
len  within  their  feveral  Obfervations ;  not  omitting  the 
Indecencies  of  lewd  Women,  that  they  may  tempt  one 
another,  by  fueli  ?htf^5#MW'reedom§,  to  commit  thofe 
odious  fieafHaliti'es,  that  ought  for  ever  to  be  without  a 
Name.  At  a  certain  Tavern  in  the  City,  whofe  Sign 
I  {hall  not  mention,  becaufe  1  am  unwilling  to  fix  an 
Odium  upon  the  Houfe,  where  they  have  fettled  a  con- 
ftant  Meeting  every  Evening  in  the  Week,  that  they 
may  have  the  better  Opportunity  of  drawing  unwary 
Youth  into  the  like  Corruption.  When  they  are  met. 
together,  it  is  their  ufual  Practice  to  mimick  a  femaH 
Goiliping,  and  fall  into  all  the  impertinent  Tittle- Tae- 


%66 


v'ij-  «axtciw<tuib  uiriKcn  a,  ana  tne  noiy  oa~ 

crament  of  Baptiim  to  be  impudently  prophan’d,  for 
tne  Divert  an  oi  the  Profligates,  who,  when  their  infa— 
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tic,  that  a  merry  Society  of  good  Wives  can  be  fubied 
to,  when  they  have  laid  afide  their  Modefty  for  the  be 
lights  of  the  Bottle.  Not  long  fince,  upon  one  of  thei. 
v  elti  val  Nights,  they  had  cufhion’d  up  the  Belly  of  oner, 
of  their  Scdomiticcd  Brethren,  or  rather  Sillers,'  as  they 
commonly  called  themfelves,  difguifxng  him  in  a  Wo¬ 
man’s  Night-Gown,  Sarfnet-Hood,  and  Nightrale,  who- 
vehen  the  Company  were  met,  was  to  mimick  the  wry 
Faces  of  a  groaning  Woman,  to  be  deliver’d  of  a  joynt- 
ed  Baby  they  had  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  and  to 
undergo  all  the  Formalities  of  a  Lying-in.  The  wooden 
OxTTpring  to  be  afterwards  chridenU  and  the  holy  Sa 
c 
th 

in ous  Society-  were  ailembled  in  a  Body,  put  their  wick 
ed  Contrivance  accordingly  into  practice. 

#  One  a  high  crown’d  Hat,  and  an  old  Beldams 
Pinner  reprefenting  a  Country  Midwife,  another  bufy 
Ape,  aizen’d  up  in  a  Huffife’s  Coif,  taking  upon  him- 
it  11  tiio  Day  Qi  a  vei y  ohicious  Nune^  and.  the  red, 
as  Goffips,  apply’d  themfelves  to  the  travelling  Wo¬ 
man,  according  to  the  Midwife’s  Diredlion,  all  being 
as  intent  upon  the  Bufmefs  in  Hand,  as  if  they  had  been. 
Women,  the  Occafion  real,  and  their  Attendance  ne- 
ceflary.  After  Abundance  of  Buffle  and  that  they  had 
ridiculoudy  counterfeited  all  the  Difficulties  that  they 
fancy’d  were  cuftomary  in  fuch  Cafes,  their  BufFoo- 
nary  Maukin  was  at  length  difburthen’d  of  her  little 
jointed  Ballard,  and  then  putting  their  fhotten  Impo- 
ilor  to  bed  upon  a  double  Row  of  Chairs ;  the  Baby 
was  drcd  by  the  Midwife  ;  the  Father  brought  to  com¬ 
pliment  his  New-born  Son  ;  the  Parfon  fent  for ;  the 
Goffips  appointed ;  the  Child  chriken’d,  and  then  the 
Cloth  was  fpreacl;  theTable  furnifhed  with  cold  Tongues 
and  Chickens ;  the  Guefts  invited  to  lit  down,  and  much 
Joy  expreffed  that  my  Gammar  Molly  had  brought  her 
honed  Gaffer  a  Son  and  Heir  to  Town,  fo  very  like 
him,  that  as  loon  as  Born,  had  the  Eyes,  Nofe,  and 
Mouth  of  its  own  credulous  Daddy.  Now  for  the 

further 
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further  Promotion  of  their  unbecoming  Mirth,  every 
one  was  to  Tattle  about  their  Hufbands  and  Children 
And  to  ufe  no  other  Dialed:  but  what  G chips  are  wont 
to  do  upon  fiich  loquacious  Occafions,  One  would  up 
with  a  Story  of  her  little  ‘Tommy,  to  drew  the  prominng 
Genius  of  fo  witty  a  Child,  that  if  he  let  but  a  Fizzle,, 
would  prefently  cry  out,  Mammy  1  tlnk.  Another 

would  be  extolling  the  Vertues  pf  her  Hufband,  and 
declare  lie  was  a  Man  of  that  affable,  kind,  and  eafy 
Temper,  and  fo  a  vers’d  to  Jeakmfy,  that  fhe  believed* 
were  he  to  fee  another  Man  in  Bed  with  her  he  would 
be  fo  far  from  thinking  her  an  ill  Woman,  that  no-body 
fhould  perfwade  him  they  had  been  naught  together. 
A  third  would  be  telling  what  a  forward  Bagg-ane  her 

o  000 

Daughter  Nancy  was  ;  for  though  fhe  was  but  juit  turn’d 
of  her  feventh  Year,  yet  the  young  jade  had  the  Con¬ 
fidence  to  afk  her  Father  ‘  Where  Girls  carry’d  their 
‘  Maidenheads  that  they  were  fo  apt  to  loofe  ’em  P  A. 
fourth  would  be  wi firing  no  Woman  to  marry  a  drunken 
Hufband,  for  her  Sake;  for  all  the  Satisfaction  fhe  found 
in  Bed  with  him,  **  was  to  creep  as  dole  to  the  Wall  aa 
flie  could  to  avoid  his  Tobacco  Breath  and  unfavory 
Belches,  fw earing  that  his  Son  Roger  was  jufi:  like  him, 
for  that  the  guzling  Rogue  would  drink  a  Pint  of  flrong 
Ale  at  a  Draught  before  he  was  three  Years  old,  and 
would  cry  Mam,  more  Ale .  A  fifth  would  fit  fighing 
at  her  ill  Fortune,  and  wifhing  her  Hufband  would  foR 
low  the  Steps  of  his  journeyman  ;  for  that  was  as  care¬ 
ful  a  young  Fellow  as  ever  came  into  a  Family.  A  fixth 
would  exprefs  himfelf  forrowfully  under  the  Chara&er  of 
a  Widow  ;  faying,  ‘  Alafs,  you  have  all  Hufbands,  and 

*  ought  to  pray  heartily  that  you  never  know  the  Mifs 

*  of  them  ;  for  though  I  had  but  a  for ry  one,  when  I 
6  was  in  your  Condition,  yet,  God  help  me,  I  have  caufe 
6  enough  to  repent  my  Lcfs ;  for  I  am  fore,  both  Day 

*  and  Night,  I  find  the  Want  of  him  f  Thus  every  one- 
in  his  turn,  would  make  a  Scoff  and  Banter  of  the  little 
efFe  m  i  n  ate  We  akn  effes  which  Women  are  fubjeft  to  when 
Coifipkig  o’er  their  Caps,  on  purpofe  to  extinguifh  that. 
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natural  Affection  which  is  due  to  the  fair  Sex,  and  ft 
turn  their  juvenile  Dcfires  towards  preternatural  Pollu¬ 
tions.  No  fooner  ha  d  they  ended  their  Fead,  and  run 
thro’  all  the  Geremordes  of  their  theatrical  Way  of  Gof- 
hp  ng,  but  having  wafh’d  away,  with  Wine,  all  fear  of 
Shame,  as  well  as  the  Checks  of  Modedy,  then  they 
began  to  enter  upon  their  beadly  Obscenities,  and  to 
take  thofe  infamous  Lber  ties  with  one  another,  that  no 
Man, who  is  not  funk  into  a  State  of  Devilifm,  can  think 
on  without  Blufhing,  or  mention  without  a  Chridian  Ab¬ 
horrence  of  all  fueh  heathenifh  Brutalities.  Thus,  with¬ 
out  Detection,  they  continu’d  their  odious  Society  for 
fome  Years,  till  their  fodcmitical  Practices  were  happily 
dii  cover’d  by  the  cunning  Management  of  fome  of  the 
under  Agents  to  the  reforming  Society  ;  fo  that  feveial 
were  brought  to  open  Shame  and  Punifhment ;  others 
hying  from  Judice  to  efcape  the  Ignominy,  that  by  this 
Means  the  Diabolical  Society  were  forc’d  to  put  a  Pe¬ 
riod  to  their  filthy  fcandalous  Revels. 

yTis  ftrange,  that  in  a  Country ,  where 
Our  Ladies  are  fo  kind  and  fair. 

So  gay  and  lovely  to  the  Sight, 

So  full  of  Beauty  and  Delight ; 

‘ Ihat  Men  fhouid on  each  other  do  at. 

And  quit  the  charming  Petticoat : 

Sure  the  curs'd  Father  of  this  Race , 

Float  does  both  Sexes  thus  di/grace, 

M uf  be  a  Mafler ,  mad  or  drunk. 

Who  bedding  fome  frepcfd rous  Punk , 

Miftock  the  downy  Scat  of  Lo  ve, 

And  got  them  in  the  Sink  above  ; 

So  that  at  firft  a  T — - — d  and  They 
Were  born  the  very  f elf -fame  Way  ; 

From  vohence  they  drew  this  curjed  Itch , 

Not  to  the  Belly,  but  the  Breech  ; 

Fife  who  could  Woman's  Charms  refife. 

To  fucb  a  beaftly  Brattice  ufe.  I 
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;  %'Tis  true,  that  Swine  on  Dunghills  bred \ 
Nurs'd  up  in  Filth,  with  Of  el fed. 

Have  oft  the  flow  ry  Meads  forfook , 
do  wallow  Belly-deep  in  Muck  ; 

But  Men  who  chufe  this  backward  M  ray , 
Are  fifty  times  veorfe  Swine  than  they  ; 
For  the  left  Savage  four-leg' d  Creature, 
Lives  but  according  to  his  Nature  ; 

But  the  Bag  Van  to  two-leg d  Brute , 
Purfues  his  Luft  contrary  to't  ; 

The  brawny  Boar  will  love  his  Sow  ; 
The  Horfe  his  Mare  ;  the  Bull  his  Cow  ; 
But  Sodomites  their  Wives  forfake. 
Unmanly  Liberties  to  take  ; 

And  fall  in  Love  with  one  another , 

As  if  no  Woman  was  their  Mother  : 

For  he  that  is  of  Woman  born. 

Will  to  her  Arms  again  return  ; 

And  furely  never  chufe  to  play 

His  luflful  Game  the  backward  Way  : 

But  flnce  it  has  appear  d  too  plans. 

There  are fuch  Brutes  that  pa, Is  for  Men  ; 
May  he  that  on  the  Rump  fo  doats. 


Be  damn'd  as  deep  as  Doctor  Oates, 
That  Scandal  unto  all  black  Coats . 
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IN  one  of  the  Streets  built  out  of  Clarendinc ,  alias 
Dunkirk-Houfe ,  there  lives  a  famous  wither’d  Lady, 
who  (after  a  univerfal  Difpenfation  of  her  youthful 
Favours,  fo  long  as  Die  had  any  Remains  of  Beauty  to 
oblige  a  Lover)  was  forc’d,  in  the  Autumn  of  her  De¬ 
bauchery,  to  commence  Bawd  for  an  honeft,  comforta¬ 
ble  Suhfiftence  ;  which  commendable  Employment  fhe 
bad  no  fooner  undertaken,  but  for  the  better  Promo¬ 


tion 
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tion  of  the  good  old  Trade  of  Bafket-making,  file  got 
an  experienced  Covy  of  Salacious  Wag-Tails  to  fettle  a 
Club  at  her  Cuniculary  Ware-Houfe,  upon  Mondays , 
Fhurfdays  and  Saturdays,  to  fpend  their  Twelve-pence  a 
piece  in  Brandy*  Ratefea,  and  fuch  Sort  of  Liquors, 
which  fhe  fold  privately  to  correct  the  Colclr.efs  of  Fe- 

.L  • 

male  Conflit&tions :  And  whenever  any  She- member 
could  convert  a  Profeiite,  and  brine  her  over  from  a 
vertuous  Life  to  be -willing  to  embrace  that  earthlyTa^ 
bernacle,  Man,  for  fuch  excellent  Service  done  to  the 
Church  of  Venus ,  fhe  was  to  receive  ten  Shillings  of 
the  Mother  of  the  Maids,  provided  the  Conformiit  was 
under  twenty  Years  of  Age,  had  a  tollerable  Share  of 
Beauty,  and  either  was,  or  could  confidently  put  herfelf 
into  the  Hands  of  the  old  Matron,  as  a  Virgo  mta£la> 
and  would  fubmit  herfelf  to  be  difpos’d  on  by  her  as 
fhould  be  moll  agreeable  to  their  united  Interefl ;  the 
Lady-Abbefs  of  the  Brothel  Monafiry  never  wanting  a- 
mong  the  Salacious  Quality  of  her  old  Acquaintance  ; 
a  Gouty  Courtier,  or  feme  rich  over-grown  Officer,  ta 
be  ready-money  Chapmen  for  any  of  her  Punchable 
Nuns,  who  had  not,  as  yet,  broken  the  brittle  Vow  of 
Female  Chaftity.  The  new  Convert,  after  the  frft 
Surrender  of  her  unhancel’d  Pipkin,  to  be  oblig’d,  the 
next  Club-night,  to  treat  the  whole  Tickle-Fool  So¬ 
ciety  with  fuch  a  plentiful  Bowl  of  Punch  as  fhall  be  a- 
greeabje  to  her  Ability,  of  which  herfelf  is  to  drink 
the  firft  Cup,  tofs  the  empty  Vehicle  over  her  unmaid- 
en’d  Head,  and  to  cry  Farewell  Madefy  ;  by  which 
Ceremony  die  is  firmly  Initiated  in  to  the  Edifying-Club  , 
where,  without  Referve,  fhe  is  to  be  candidly  taught 
all  Arts  and  Subtilties  that  properly  belong  to  the  Bu- 
finefs  of  Intrigue,  and  the  dark  Myfteries  of  Harlotry ; 
how  to  File  a  drunken  Cully  ;  fweeten  an  ole)  Letcher } 
wheedle  a  condantCudomer;  deceive  a  keepingCoxcomb; 
humour  a  Town-rake;  jilt  a  troublefomeBiilly;  bribe  a  re¬ 
forming  Condable;  foften  the  Sterrility  of  a  crabbedjuf- 
tice ;  and  pafs  at  once  a  Sham-Saint,  and  a  Maidenhead 
upon  a  loofe  Quaker,  or  an  old  ktchcrous  Non-Con :  how 
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to-  manage  a  Great-Belly  to  the  bell  Advantage,  to  lay 
it  to  twenty  Fathers,  till  ihe  has  feather’d  her  Neil,  and 
then  to  pais  it  handfomely  upon  the  Parifh,  without  the 
Danger  of  Bridewell ;  to  put  off  a  Dun  with  as  much 
Grace  as  a  Courtier ;  to  make  a  Puritan  Landlady  wink 
with  both  her  Eyes,  when  fhe  happens  to  carry  Home 
a  Cullv  for  a  Bedfellow ;  to  be  an  abfolute  Miftrefs  of 
all  Arateen  s  Poilures ;  to  elevate  herCoxendix  according 
to  the  School  of  Venus  ;  to  manage  herfelf  rightly  in 
her  Approaches  to,  and  returns  from  a  Students  Cham¬ 
ber,  in  any  Iilns-of-Court,  or  Chancery  ;  and,  amongil 
the  red,  hcvv  to  Swear  like  a  Bully;  Domineer  like  a 
Tyrant ;  be  as  Coy  as  a  Maid  ;  as  forward  as  a 
Widow  ;  as  demure  as  a  Holy- Siller  upon  a  Sunday 
Morning.;  and  as  Treacherous  as  a  Wife  who  has  a 
young  Gallant  and  an  old  Huiband  :  So  that,  let  her 
happen  to  fall  into  what  Company  foever,  fhe  may  be 
able  to  put  on  fuch  a  Difguife,  and  to  acf  that  Part 
which  may  be  moil  agreeable  to  her  own  Interefc,  and 
the  Temper  and  Character  of  every  frefn  Gallant  that 
takes  a  liking  to  her  Perfon.  And  when  thus  qualify xl' 
it  is  highlv  prefum’d  ihe  may  niggle  her  Breech  into 
fuch  taudry  Silks  as  the  Tally-man  will  trud  her  with  ; 
become  a  celebrated  Funk  in  Drury-Lqne-Bit ,  for  the 
firfl  Year  or  two ;  after  that  a  tatter’d  Furbuio  Cuilomer 


for  the  Eighteen-Penny  Gallery  ;  from  thence  turn  F/eet- 
ftreet  Stroler,  in  a  Sarfnet-Hood  and  White  Apron, 
only  a  fit  Midreis  for  a  Water-Lane  Pick-pocket ;  in 
which  miferable  Station  die  is  likely  to  continue,  till 
Pox  and  Poverty  recommend  her  to  an  Hofpitai,  where 
a  thorough  Salivation  either  fends  her  to  the  Devil,  or 
patches  up  her  rotten  Carcafe  for  fome  foreign  Planta¬ 
tion., 

To  thefe  Noble  Ends  and  Purpofes,  this  loofe  Society 
of  mercenary  Wantons  were  procur’d  to  meet  by  the 
old  Diabolical  Jezabel,  that  young  Girls  out  of  Service, 
forward  Wenches  without  Parents,  and  fuch,  who, 
through  the  Ripencis  of  their  Years,  their  natural  Pro- 
peaiity  to  Lewdnefs,  and  die  want  of  Virtuous  Edu:a- 


tion, 
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non,  might  be  decoy’d  by  their  own  Sex  to  take  thofe 
vicious  Liberties,  which  too  many  young  Creatures* 
in  the  Salacity  of  their  Youth,  are  very  apt  to  be  in¬ 
clin’d  to  :  Nor  has  the  wicked  Project  fail’d  of  the  in¬ 
tended  IiTue  ;  for  there  is  fcarce  a  Club-Night  that 
the  tempting  Syrens  meet,  but  there  is  fome  innocent 
Wretch  or  other  drawn  in  by  Subtilty,  or  prompted 
by  her  own  Lull,  who  is  rafhly  refclv’d  to  fhift  off  her 
Modefty,  and  to  reiign  her  Maiden  Favours  to  fuch  a 
•Libertine  as  the  cld  Succubus  (hall  appoint,  fo  that  lhe 
may  be  cultivated  and  qualified  for  that  miferable  Em¬ 
ployment,  which  if  the  Devil  himfelf  ihould  take  upon 
him,  though  fo  harden’d  in  his  Wickednefs,  would 
furely  bring  him  to  Repentance  :  For  when  the  Hour 
of  their  Meeting  draws  nigh,  in  ihall  bolt  one  airy 
Phillis  with  her  tawdry  Silks  half  torn  off  her  Back, 
juft  kick’d  and  ruffled  by  fome  mad  Rake  or  Bully, 
whom  Madam  had  feverely  clapvd  the  laft  Time  he 
lay  with  her.  After  her,  fair  ChJoe,  without  her  Fur- 
bslo  Scarf,  which  fhe  had  juft  pawn’d  to  free  herfelf 
from  the  Clutches  of  a  Reforming  Co nf  able.  Next  her, 
Mifs  Daphne,  ratling  in  a  Hackney  to  the  Door,  with 
torn  Pinners,  a  black  Eye,  and  her  beautiful  Phiz  full 
of  revengeful  Scratches,  given  by  the  angry  Wife  of 
One  that  keeps  her  Company :  By  and  by,  Madam 
Bibbtngton,  in  a  Chair,  as  drunk  as  the  Devil,  with  her 
Garments  fo  difoblig’d  by  fecond-hand  Claret,  that  lhe 
jftinks  as  bad  as  a  Country  Sheriffs  Breath  at  the  latter 
End  of  Affixes.  After  her,  perhaps,  poor  ghoftly  Althea , 
with  her  Jaws  as  thin  as  lean  Tripe  out  of  the  Belly  of 
an  old  Cow  that  died  of  the  Blood-ftale  ;  her  Teeth  as 
lofe  and  as  rotten  as  a  Set  of  old  Park-pails  round  the 
Seat  of  a  decay’d  Family,  and  her  Countenance  as  hea* 
vy  as  a  defponding  Puritan ,  juft  going  to  hang  him¬ 
felf,  with  all  the  other  fevere  Effects  of  a  vicious  Life, 
and  a  late  flabbering  Salivation.  Next,  in  comes 
Chi  oris,  full  of  abundance  of  Joy,  that  her  Spark  had 
redeem’d  her  from  the  Hands  of  the  Tally-man,  who 
had  threaten’d  to  make  Dice  of  her  Bones,  for  the  Non- 
•  payment 
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payment  of  what  was  due  for  her  laft  furbelow’d  Petti¬ 
coat.  After  her,  Heps  in  the  celebrated  Madam  Pockly . 
Cuffing  and  Damning  her  Surgeon,  for  refufmg  to  fend 
her  more  Phyfick,  till  (he  had  paid  for  the  Cure  of  her 
lad  Clap.  Thus  they  are  never  free  from  fome  Mif~ 
fortune  of  other, yet,  by  that  Time  the  Brandy,  Ratefea, 
Punch,  or  what-everLiquor  they  happen  to  be  drinking* 
has  gone  twice  or  thrice  about,  they  are  as  utterly 
thoughtlefs  of  all  their  Sins  and  Calamities,  as  a  Wo¬ 
man  that  vows  future  Continence  in  the  Height  of  her 
Labour,  is  at  the  Month’s  End  after  the  paft  Miferies  ol 
Child-Birth,  but  grow  as  merry  over  their  Cups,  axnidit 
a  Circle  of  Misfortunes,  as  if  they  had  Infidelity  enough 
to  imagine  there  was  no  other  Being  hereafter :  So 
that,  quite  carelefs  of  Heaven,  and  fearlefs  of  Hell,  they 
fwear  like  Scotch  Officers;  talk  Bawdy  like  fo  many 
Midwives  ;  boaH  of  their  Bed-Adv^entures,  like  Bullies 
of  their  Duels,  and  open  all  their  loofe  Intrigues  with 
as  much  Pleafure,  as  they  do  their  Arms  to  a  vigorous 
Gallant ;  and  fo  far  excell  the  lewdefi:  of  Men  in  all 
Manner  of  Obfcenity,  that  it  would  make  a  Rake  blufh, 
and  the  woril  of  Libertines  abjure  the  Converfation  of 
all  mercenary  Harlots  to  be  Witnefies  of  their  Impu¬ 
dence.  When  they  are  met  together  in  one  of  their 
brothel  Sanfluaries,  where  they  lay  afide  that  Effemi- 
nancy  that  fhould  be  Part  of  their  Nature,  and  without 
Difguife,  let  loofe  the  very  Devil,  that  to  their  Shame, 
pbfTefifes  them,  ’till  wrinkled  Age,  a  painful  Decay?  the 
Slights  of  the  World,  and  all  the  other  miferable  Con- 
fequences  of  a  wicked  Life,  either  hurry  them  to  Def- 
p'air,  or  bring  them  to  Repentance  ;  to  the  laft  of 
which,  before  it  be  too  late,  I  molt  heartily  recommend 
them. 

Would  Jbe  who  can  her  Virgin  Honour  hoajly 
Conjider  wifely  y  e  er  the  Jewel  is  lofiy 
7 hat  her  own  Happinefs,  her  Parents  Joyy 
Depends  upon  her  proving  chafe  and  coy, 

K  Vnlaw** 
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Unlawful  Pleafures  fie  would  then  defpife, 

Value  her  Beauty ,  guard  her  roving  Eyes , 

And  o'er  her  youthful  Wijhes  tyranize. 

So  he  that  is  with  too  much  Care  oppref, 

And  hopes  by  one  bold  Stroke  to  fur-chafe  Ref, 
Let  him  but  think  before  he  gives  the  Blew,  • 
And  from  his  Breaft  he  will  the  Dagger  throw , 

Woman  if  once  to  Jinful  Pleafures  won, 

Can  never  flop  till  by  her  Ills  undone  ; 

One Jingle  Folly  does  her  Charms  divefl 
Of  all  that  Honour  that  Jhouldkeep  her  chafe, 
Leaves  her  unguarded ,  ready  to  comply , 

When  any  Man  fhe  likes  attempts  the  Joy  ; 

So  he  that  has  a  daring  Robb'ry  done, 

N'er  ficks  at  any  when  he s  fluf'd  with  one . 

Women  fhould  let  their  Virgin  thoughts  afire 
And  learn  themf elves  to  prize  what  we  admire 
When  e'er  they're  told  that  they're  divinely  fair, 
Altho'  they  blufh,  they  fhould  believe  they  are. 
And  think  it  far  beneath  'em  to  debafe 
fhe  lovely  Charms  offuch  an  Angel's  Face  : 

Or  that  their  Breafis  with  Beauty  fo  adorn'd. 
Should  into  Snakes,  and  Serpents  Dens  be  turn'd : 
For  Woman  of  her  Virtue  difpoffefl. 

Is  but  a  treacherous  Creature  at  the  befi ; 

When  that's  once  lof ,  Jh'as  Nothing  on  her  Side, 
That  can f upper  t  a  w asm  ant  able  Pride  ; 

Without  which  Champion  to  defend.  her  Charms , 
She  lies  expos'd  to  e'ery  Coxcomb's  Arms , 

Who  has  but  Senfe  the  yielding  Dame  to  court , 
And  Courage  to  attack  Love's  feeble  Fort ; 

For  Lovers  knovo  ' tis  eafy  to  invade 
TV  Heiperian  Garden,  when  the  Dragon's  fed* 

Woman  fhould  be  referv'd  both  Maid  and  V  tfe 
An  Hour  mtfus'd  condemns- her  for  her  Life  ; 
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K-ay  all  the  Woes  that  can  the  Sex  furprize $ 
From  one  unguarded  Moment  eft  arife  ; 

Beauty* s  in  Danger  always,  and  mufi  watch 
c±o  keep  her  Magazine  from  Cupidh  Match ; 
For  if  the  Fire  cf  Lame  he  once  mifplac* d. 

It  blows  up  all  ihat  f could  prefer  me  her  chafe f 
And  when  the  Walls  ofV irtue  ruin*d  are , 
She's  always  wretched ,  t  ho*  fee's  ne'er  jo  fair  , 
For  none  adore  her  Charms ,  to  others  free  t 
But  further  to  compleat  her  Mifery . 


SAM  SCOTS  Smoaking  Club . 


Y  maggoty  Man  Sam,  as  his  Mailer  us’d  to  call 


J^YjL  him  in  the  Time  of  his  Apprenticelhip,  when 
he  let  up  for  Jiimfelf,  kept  a  Mufick-Shop  at  the 
Femple  Gate ,  where  the  Ballard  Sons  of  Apollo  were  ao 
cuftemed  to  furnilh  themfelves  with  Harps  and  fiddles ; 
and  the  Tiptoe  Mailers  of  the  Mathematical  Step,  uskl 
to  fupply  their  Occalions  with  new  Minuets  and  Bories. 
Sam  Scot ,  the  better  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  his 
Cuilomers,  aftedted  fueh  a  Sort  of  Life  as  he  thought 
might  be  moll  agreeable  to  thofe  whimfxcal  Performers, 
who,  having  their  Heads  fluffed  with  Crotchets,  and 
their  Heels  full  of  Adlivity,  could  neither  reft  in  their 
Beds,  till  they  had  tam’d  their  Faculties,  drown’d  all 
Thoughts  of  their  airy  Profeffions,  and  chain’d  up  their 
Qualifications,  with  an  inebrious  Excefs.  This  Sam 
Scot  obferving,  was  refolv’d  to  be  as  forward  as  any  of 
them  in  all  Bottle  Adventures,  and  merry  Midnight 
Revellings,  to  which  he  found  the  Brethren  of  the 
String,  were  not  a  little  addidted,  ’till  at  length  by 
habitual  Drinking,  Smoaking,  and  fitting  up  a  Nights, 
that  he  found  but  few  upon  a  Level  with  his  Quality  ^ 
that  were  able  to  cope  with  him,  and  thofe  he  fe- 
lected  to  himfelf  as  his  deareft  Bofom  Companion*. 
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One  a  Linnen-Draper,  who  marrying  the  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  a  Boarding-School  without  a*  Fortune,  and  be- 
being  qualified  in  the  Step,  was  forc’d  to  turn  Dancing- 
Mailer.  Another  was  a  Salijbury-Court  Barber,  one 
of  the  City  Muficians,  who  us’d  to  ad  the  Country¬ 
man,  upon  my  Lord  Mayor’s  Day,  and  play  the  Fool 
after  Dinner,  to  pleafe  the  Wife-Men  of  the  City.  A 
Third  was  a  Graver,  who  us’d  to  dig  new  Songs  upon 
Copper-Plates,  for  his  Maggoty  Mufical  Companion. 
And  die  Fourth  a  Scotch  Writing-Mafler,  who  was  fa¬ 
mous  for  Graving  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  which  he  feldem 
faid,  within  the  Compafs  of  a  Silver  Penny.  Thele 
had  acquir’d  fuch  an  expeditious  Way  of  confuming  a 
Pipe  of  Tobacco,  that  when  they  v/ere  met  together, 
they  would  make  no  more  of  fmoaking  a  Pound  in  an 
Hour,  than  the  Drinking  Shoemaker  does  of  a  Gallon 
of  Claret  for  his  Mornings  Draught,  and  Were  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  proud  of  his  lingular  Qualification,  that  they 
took  a  Delight  in  (mothering  all  the  Houfes  that  ever 
they  frequented;  fo  that,  at  the  Requefl  of  the  Victu¬ 
allers,  they  were  forced  to  adjourn  from  Place  to  Place ; 
for  though  they  fpent  their  Money  freely,  yet  they  were 
unwelcome  Guefls,  becaufe,  where  ever  they  came, 
they  poifon’d  the  reft  of  the  Cuflomers;  for  which 
Reafon,  though  they  us’d  no  Houfe  conftantly,  they 
were  call’d  Sam  Scot  s  Smoaking  Club.  One  unlucky 
Rogue  of  a  Vidualler,  on  the  Back-fide  of  St.  Clements , 
having  excellent  Tipple,  notwithilanding  he  had  often¬ 
times  defired  they  would  find  a  new  Meeting-Houfe,  or 
to  Smoak  with  more  Moderation,  yet  the  Goodnefs  of 
the  Liquor  made  them  very  unwilling  to  forfake  their 
Quarters;  fo  that  one  Evening  having  jull  tapp’d  a 
Pound  of  Tobacco,  and  the  Mailer  of  the.  Houfe,  who 
at  that  Time  was  Church-warden,  perceiving  they  were 
puihing  forward  their  old  intollerabie  Cuilom,  and  that 
all  his  Rooms  were  to  be  fill’d  with  Smoak,  like  a 
Yarmouth  Herring-Houfe,  fiep’d  out  to  the  Beadle^  who 
liv’d  near,  and  telling  him  the  Story,  ordered  him  to 
run  prefently  and  bring  the  Parifli  Engine,  with  two 
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cr  three  Buckets  of  Water  in  it,  and  to  place  it  right 
again#  his  Door  :  The  Mailer  of  the  Floufe  return¬ 
ing  Home  to  acquaint  all  his  other  Gueds  with  his  Pro¬ 
ject,  that  nobody  might  ftir  but  the  Smoakers  when 
the  Alarm  was  given.  No  fooner  was  the  Engine 
brought,  but  the  Man  of  the  Houfe,  feconded  by  fe- 
veral  that  were  drinking,  roar’d  out  Fire,  as  dreadfully 
as  if  the  Houfe  had  been  in  Flames ;  upon  which,  up 
Farted  the  Smoakers,  in  a  terrible  Surprize,  throw’d 
down  their  Pipes,  as  if  the  Father  of  everlailing  Fire 
had  been  at  the  Heels  of  them,  in  a  Hurry,  tumbled 
over  one  another  down  Stairs,  and  jud  as  they  were  in 
the  middle  of  the  Entry,  driving  who  fhould  Squeeze 
out  hr#,  the  Beadle,  according  to  Direction,  let  fly  the 
Engine  into  the  Houfe,  and  made  them  as  wet  as  fa 
many  Water-lane  Divers,  d rag’d  through  a  Horfe-Pond : 
However,  the  Cry  of  Fire,  though  they  met  with  Wa¬ 
ter,  had  fo  fcurvily  frighted  ’em,  that  the  dread  of 
Burning,  in  dead  of  Drowning,  never  minding  the 
Engine,  made  them  fly  the  Houfe  in  as  great  a  Con- 
ilernation,  as  if  a  Gang  of  drunken  Bullies  had  been 
fp  urring  their  Arfes  with  the  Points  of  their  Weapons, 
till  they  had  thought  that  were  got  far  enough  out  of 
Harms  Way,  and  then  afluming  Courage,  they  fac'd 
about  to  behold  the  didant  Danger;  but  feeing  no 
Signs  of  the  Fire  they  had  fo  lamentably  fear'd  ’em. 
they  ventur’d  to  return  back  by  flow  33egrees,  and 
with  all  neceflary  Caution,  to  enquire  further  into  the 
unknown  Mifchiefs,  they  had  fo  happily  efcaped  ;  but 
in  all  their  gentle  Approaches,  beholding  no  vifible 
Signs  of  any  fuch  Combudion,  as  they  had  been  thus 
alarm’d  with,  they  took  Heart  of  Grace,  and  re-enter’d 
the  Ploufe,  where  they  heard  nothing  but  fuch  a  tu¬ 
multuous  Laughter,  as  if  the  mondrous  Out-cry,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Fable,  had  ended  only  in  a  Moufe  ;  upon 
which,  they  fat  themfelves  in  a  little  Box,  and  knock- 
mg  for  Attendance,  the  Mader,  who  was  in  the  Kitch¬ 
en,  making  merry  with  his  Gueds  at  what  had  pad, 
left  his  Company  to  wait  upon  ’em,  crying,  ‘  Lord, 

K.3  6  Gentle* 
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*  Gentlemen,  where  have  you  aU  been,  that  you  hap- 

*  pen  to  return  in  fuch  a  dripping  Pickle.’  Z — -ds, 
replied  they,  did  you  not  all  cry  out  Fire  as  if  the 
Devil  was  in  you,  and  in  running  down  Stairs  to  dif- 
xover  where  it  was  feme  unlucky  Rogue  or  other,  flap’d 
a  Bucket  of  Water  in  our  Faces.  ‘  Blef's  me,  Gentle- 
4  men,  replies  the  Landlord,  forne  of  my  officious 

*  Neighbours  feeing  fuck  a  terrible  Smoak  gufh  out  of 

*  the  Windows  of  your  Club  Room,  tan,  in  a  Con- 
4  fternation,  and  fetch’d  the  Parifh  Engine  and  the 
4  Buckets,  and  here  they  have  done  me  I  know  not 

*  what  Damage,  in  playing  into  my  Houfe,  believing 
‘  rtwas  on  Fire.  Come,  come,  fays  Sam  Sect,  it’s  well 
it  is  no  vvorfe,  prithee  bring  us  feme  Pipes,  that  we 
may  fit  and  fm oak- dry  ourfelves  a  little.  1  By  my 

*  Soul,  Gentlemen,  replies  the  Landlord,  if  you  fall 
4  again  to  Smoaking,  my  Neighbours  will  run  again  fox 

*  the  Parifh  Engine,  and  the  Buckets.3  Say  you  fo, 
replies  he  that  was  mod  wet,  then  prithee  let  us  pay, 
that  w#  may  go  dry  our  jackets,  and  funk  our  Nofes 
at  another  Houfe :  So  they  difeharg’u  their  Reckoning, 
and  the  Vidlualler,  by  this  Stratagem,  got  finally  quit 
of  their  fumrrerous  Company.  This  Story  fpreading 
among  their  rakifh  Acquaintance,  they  were  all  fadly' 
teas’d  and  banter’d  wherefoever  they  came;  info  much 
that,  after  this  Affront,  they  never  fix’d  themfelves  at 


any  particular  Houfe,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  fome: 
jocular  Trick  or  other,  in  the  like  Nature,  but  made 
k  their  Bufmefs,  or  rather  their  Di-veriion,  to  haunt 
thole  Coffee-Heufes  where  they  were  unknown,  that 
they  might  flily  puff  out  their  Clouds  inftead  of  Whiffs, 
among  other  Bunkers  in  the  public  Room,  till  they 
had  thin’d  the  Company,  without  any  body’s  difeover- 
irig  who  were  the  dev’lifh  Smoakers  that  made  fuch  a 
damnable  Smother ;  for  where  ever  they  fettled  them- 


felves  for  that  Evening,  no  Spectacle  News-Monger 
could  continue  the  Reading  of  a  Daily-Pcjl ,  unle-is  he 
was  able  to  live  in  Soot  and  Smoak,  like  a  Brew-home 

Stoker,  or  a  Chimney-iweeper ;  for  no  fooner  were 

their 
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their  Pipes  well  lighted,  but  there  would  be  fuch  a 
Coughing  Confort  among  Nice  Beaus,  and  Ptifieky 
old  Gentlemen,  that  a  Man  would  be  ready  to  think' 
he  had  got  to  Church  in  the  Hundreds  of  Ejjex ,  upon 
a  Sabbath  Day,  in  an  open  Winter.  When  the  Fog 
began  to  fpread,  up  would  rife  an  old  fhrivel’d  Shop-¬ 
keeper,  who  had  impair’d  Life’s  Bellice  by  drinking 
Gills  of  Canary ,  and  draining  his  Sides  with  a  violent 
Fit  of  Barking,  would  throw  down  a  half-read  Gazette* 
in  a  mighty  Pafllon,  and  before  he  could  recover  Breath 
enough  to  tell  what  ail’d  him,  fhould  be  forc’d  to  fling 
down  his  Penny,  leave  half  his  Liquor  behind  him,  and 
run  Head-foremafl  out  of  the  Coffee-Room,  to  fuck  m 
a  little  Street  Air,  to  reconcile  his  Lungs  to  their  ac •* 
cultomary  OfHce ;  after  him,  perhaps,  an  old  afthma- 
tical  Counfellor,  who  had  fhorten’d  his  Breath  by 
fucking  in  Thames  Fogs,  in  boating  it  down  to  IVefi- 
'tninfter ,  would  fall,  of  a  hidden,  into  fuch  a  Fit  of 
Wheezing,  as  if  a  pauper  Client  was  afking  his  Advice, 
without  an  anfwerable  Fee,  and  that  he  had  fuddenly 
counterfeited  a  Fit  of  the  Ajlhma ,  to  get  rid*  of  his 
Impertinence;  crying  out,  Ah,  Smoak,  Smoak ;  more 
Air  for  Gods  Sake,  ’till  he  had  made  a  drift  to  hobble 
ilowly  into  it.  Next  him,  may. be,  a  Beau  would  flare 
up  in  a  mighty  Paflion,  curling,  as  he  went  out,  all.  tire 
Tobacco  in  the  Kingdom,  and  fwearing  it  was  good 
for  nothing,  but  to  fpoil  Gentlemen’s  Wigs,  or ,for*a 
Saint  to  puff  into  a  the  Devil’s  Noflrils.  After  this:  man¬ 
ner,  they  would  clear  a  CofFee-houfe  in  half  an  Hour, 
and  all  the  Time  make  it  their  own  Diverfion  byr 
the  by,  that  they  had  been  fo  troublefbme  to  others. 
This  Sort  of  Trade  the  extravagant  Fumigators  drove 
fora  few  Years,  till  they  had  flupify’d  their  Senfes,  by 
the  Narcottick  Fumes  oi  the  Mundungus  Weed ;  dried 
their  Skins  to  Parchment ;  bak’d  their  Intrails  to  Cin¬ 
ders  ;  exhaufled  all  their  radical  Moifture,  and  made 
themfelves  fuch  irrecoverable  Sots,  by  exceflive  Smoak¬ 
ing  and  Drinking,  the  Want  of  regular  Elating,  and 
feafonable  Reft,  that  they  all  droptoffl  in  the  Prime 
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of  their  Days,  within  a  fmall  Diilance  of  Time  of  one 
another.  Thus,  as  they  led  their  Lives  in  a  Cloud  or 
Smoak,  delighting  to  be  always  in  a  Tobacco  Mill,  fo 
they  all  at  lail  were  loft  in  a  For*,  and  went  out  of  the 
World  as  well  dryed  as  Yarmouth  Herrings,  Yorkjbirt 
Hung-Beef,  or  Wefiphalia  Bacon,  as  if  they  meant, 
whilft  living,  to  be  their  own  Embalmers,  and  by  the 
Power  of  Tobacco  to  preferve.  their  mortal  Kexes  after 
Death,  from  Vermiparous  Putrifa&ion. 

How  far  do  fuch  tenacious  Sots  exceed , 

The  Ratio  of  thefe  Brutes  < which  cannot  think  t 
Who  jacrifice  their  Lives  to  juch  a  W eed  ? 

Whofe  Gfily  Virtues  ar  e  to  Smoak  and  Stink* 

Wine  is  a  Cordial  that  revives  the  Souly 
Yet  that' s  defru£livey  drank  to  an  Extreamy 
But  damn'd  C1  obacco  makes  the  Fancy  dull. 

And ' fur ely  was,  long  fence ,  the  Devil's  Dream « 

What  wondrous  Vei-tues  muft  he  firfl  ajhdb'd \ 

Slq  make  the  pois'  nous  jdry  Leaf  go  downy 

Or  Man  its  finking  Fumes  had  ne'er  imbib'd y 
But  t  he  curs'd  Plant  had  rotted fill  unknovm . 

Well  might  the  Royal '  Scot  fo  much  exclaim * 

Acaiv.fi  an  Herb,  that  did  juch  Mif chief  breed. 

Which  in  his  happy  Days  had  fcarce  a  Name y 
Bfdes  that  odious  Perm  ^Indian  Weed. 

Ncr  would  the  naif  eons  Product  e'er  have  graven* 
Within  thefe  Realms , fo  popular  a  Vice , 

Had  it  not  brought  large  Incomes  to  the  Crown 9 
And  been  a  grand  Promoter  ofExcife . 

All  Subjects  may  the  Privi ledge  enj-cy  y 
Of  turning  Fools y  to  ferve  the  awful  Great > 

Or  impious  Knaves ,  if  they  can  prove  the)  •ebyy 
Phey  propagate  the  Inf  ref  of  the  State . 
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A  Vice-Sick  Nation  foon  might  find  a  Cure, 

From  thofe  wife  Heads  who  do  the  Helm  command \ 
Were  not  thofe  Fif f  ries ,  made  the  Props  ofPovdr* 
Which  fpread  the  vile  Conniption  thro'  the  Land* 

If  Wine  or  Weed  are  like  to  prove  the  Bane, 

Or  other  foreign  Toys,  our  Sins  encreafe 

Why  do  fuch  Gluts  in  Triumph  crofs  the  Main  P 
Keep  out  the  Cauje,  and  the  Ejfedt  twill  ceafe * 

l. 

If  the  Temptation  he  allow'd  to  fpread. 

By  thofe,  who,  hy  our  Sins  grow  Rich  and  Greats 
Why  f could  they  punijh  Fools  ?  who  are  mfied. 

To  gorge  the  Hook  their  very  Rulers  bait . 

So  Town  Reformers  full  of  Zeal  and  Grace , 

Who  only  punijh  Whores  that  cannot  pay, 

P rote Ft  thofe  very  Stews,  they  Jhould fupprefs. 

As  ufeful  Traps  to  catch  their  heedlefs  Prey » 

They  punijh  not  the  Sin  to  fipoil  the  Trade, 

That  would  themfelves  as  well  as  Whores  undo. 

By  the  fame  reigning  Pice  both  get  their  Bread  $ 

The  wanto?i  Harlot,  and  Reformer  too . 

Thus  fhe  that  is  moft  wicked  in  her  Way  9 
T o  ft aff  Reformers  is  the  fur  eft  Friend, 

She  more  fhe  Jins  the  better  flee  can  pay  * 

And  thus  in  Gain  our  pious  Labours  end* 

Juft  fo,  our  filer  Zealots  bcajl  too  late. 

The  Laws  defigsi  d  our  Vices  to  fupprefi. 

Since  now  ' tis  made  the  hit* refit  of  the  State » 

For  Men  to  Drink  andSmoak  to  an  Excefs 
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f . 1”^ HE  RE  are  feveral  of  thefe  Flat  Cap  Societies 

Jt  of  Female  Tatlers,  who,, 'as  foon  as  their  Buft- 
nels  is  over,  Liquor  their  Weather-beaten  Hides  at  the 
Taverns  adjacent  to  the  Markets  which  they  ufe  :  But 
in  a  Defcription  of  one,  you  will  have  a  View  of  the 
reft,  for  they  are  all  fo  alike,  when  merrily  met  over 
the  brirnmingQuart,  that  without  Jnjuftice,  we  may  ap¬ 
ply  the  old  Proverb,,  The  De<vil  a  Barrel  the  better 
Herritig .  Therefore  I  ftiall  only  give  you  a  Sketch  of 

one  of  their  principal  Societies,  which,  every  Market- 
Pay,  is  held  at  a  certain  Tavern  in  Glare-Market , 
where  any  Cuckold  that  will  hold  up  his  Head,,  e’er  he 
enters  the  Houfe,  may  fee  his  own  Picture.  The  Pock¬ 
et-Apron  Quality  that  commonly  compofe  this  Tippling 
Sifterhood,  are  the  Sun-burnt  Dames,  who,  from  diftant 
Villages  come  riding  into  Town,  like  Kettle-Drum¬ 
mers,  between  their  Gotch-bellyH  Panniers,  well  fluff¬ 
ed  with  the  edible  Fruits  of  their  own  rural  Huftifry  ; 
and  thofe  Gundy-Gut  Matrons  who  deal  in  Fee  Lane 
Tripes,  and  look  as  they  fat  ftraddling  o’er  their  flabby 
Commodities  that  they  bring  to  Market,  as  if  Nature 
had  fhap’d  them  exadtly  for  their  Employments,  and 
that  the  fkinny  Proviftons  they  expos’d  to  Sale,  were 
no  more  than  the  Pairings  of  their  owninvelop’d  Sides, 
which  a  Man  mult  guefs,  by  their  abounding  Udders, 
hang  in  Folds  and  Wallops,  like  the  Hide  of  a. 
Rhinoceros :  Thefe,  mix’d  with  two  or  three  Greaiie 
Bacon-Cutters,  and  Pot-belly ’d  Herb-Women,  make 
up  the  Complement  of  the  Club,  Their  Hour  of 
Meeting,  is  about  One  a  Clbck,  the  beft  of  their  Bu- 
^finefs  being  commonly  over  by  that  Time,  fo  that  they 
*ruft  their  Stalls,,  and  what  is  Left  of  their  Commodi¬ 
ties,  to  the  Care  of  their  Wenches  y  fomething  that  is 
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nice  is  always  fent  in  to  be  got  ready  againft  their 
Coming  ;  for  though  they  drink  like  Wine-Coopers, 
they  always  eat  like  Ladies.  When  the  Chickens  and 
Afparagus,  or  fome  fuch  like  Dainty  has  fuftic’d  their 
Appetites,  a  Quart  of  the  bell  Claret  is  brought  to  the 
Table  by  the  handfonieil  Drawer  in  the  Houfe,  who- 
always  takes  Care  that  it  be  brimming-full,  becaufe  he 
knows  they  never  part  without  remembering  his  Kind- 
nefs.  The  Steeple-crowned  Beldam,  in  refpedl  to  her' 
Gravity,  has  the  honour  to  place  herfelf  at  the  Upper- 
end  of  the  Board  ;  and  when  ever  (lie  talks  Bawdy,  is 
lilien’d  to  by  the  reft,  as  the  very  Oracle  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  The  firft  Health  that  is  begun  in  the  Society, 
is,  To  the  left  in  Chriftendom.  The  lecond,  To  their 
Cucko/dy  Hujbands ,  wijhing  the  two  P's  may  ?iecver  fail 
’em.  And  the  Third,  To  all  jolly  Jades  that  lonee  the 
Bottle  as  well  as  a  Bedfellow.  By  that  Time  the  f  O' 
good  Withes  have  gone  chcarfully  round  in  flowing 
Glades,  one,  tickled  with  the  Difcovery  of  her  Neigh¬ 
bours  Backfiidings,  enters,  perhaps,  upon  a  Story  hov/ 
John  Judy  the  Bacon-Man,  catch’ d  Will  Grub ,  his 
Hog-dicker,  in  Bed  with  his  Miftrefs,  when  the 
Cuckold  came  Home,  from  Buying  Hogs  at Finchley  > 
arid  that  the  Hen-peck’d  Booby  had  no  more  Wit  than 
to  run  down  Stairs  into  the  open  Street,  and  proclaim 
his  own  Cuckoldom.  A  pox  of  her  Pidlure,  crie3 
merry  Moll  Bunchy  that  is  fhe  that  us?d  to  exclaim 
againft  Drinking;  and  fay.  That  a  Drunken  Fur  hi  low 
kept  no  Porker :  But  I  am  glad,  fhe  has- verified  the  old 
Proverb,  That  the  Still  Sow  drinks  up  all  the  Draught , 
Another,  among  the  Accidents  that  had  happened  in 
her  Neighbourhood,  wouldreport  to  the  Company,  how 
young  Befs  Dumhleton ,  who  was  commmended  by  every 
Body  for  the  modelled  Lafs  in  all  Hendon  Town,  was 
got  with  Child  by  a  Travelling-Tinker,  who,  being 
called  into  the  Houfe  to  mend  the  old  Brewing  Kettle, 
whiift  her  Mother  was  ftep’d  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Orchard  to  look  after  her  frizzl’d  Hen,  Hop’d  a  Hole 
too  much  ;  mid  for  a  Cup  of  the  bed  Beer,  made  her 
.  K  6  Daughter’s 
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Daughter’s  Modefty  punchable,  and  that  now  the 
Pisfle-wafted  Jade  was  grown  as  Pot-belly’d,  as  if  fhe 
had  not  above  a  Month  or  two  to  reckon.  Marry,  cries 
Gfcody  R  unnet,  They’ll  all  do5t  but  my  Daughter  and 
I ;  and  as  I  live  ;  we  are  forc’d  to  watch  one  another  s 
Waters,  when  a  Man  comes  into  the  Houfe,  Hr  fear  he 
fhould  run  away  with  one  of  us.  A  Third,  more 
baihfui  than  the  reft,  falling  backward  in  her  Chair,  fets 
her  Arms  on  Kinxbow,  with  her  Thumbs  outward,  to 
fnew  her  Wedding-Ring;  and  when  fhe  has  firft  laugh’d 
a  little  till  her  Modefty  blufhes  at  the  merry  Conceit, 
begins  a  Story  of  Jeffery  Gum ,  a  Neighbour  of  hers, 
who,  being  prefs’d  to  Sea,  was  taken  by  the  French9 
and  kept  Prifoner  fo  long,  that  when  he  return’d  to 
England,  his  Countenance  was  fo  alter’d  with  his  hard 
Fare,  a  long'  Beard,  and  the  loufie  Rags  he  came  Home 
in,  that  his  poor  Wife  was  puzsPd  to  know  her  own 
Hufband ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  convinc’d  her  by 
dome  private  Token,  away  goes  the  poor  Woman  and 
buys  him  a  new  Shirt,  heats  a  Kettle  of  Water,  pours 
it  into  her  Waffling  Tub,  ftrips  him  of  all  his  Rags, 
and  rubs  him  with  her  warm,  comfortable  Hand,  to 
deanfe  him  of  his  Vermin,  before  fhe  fhifted  him  ; 
but  as  fhe  was  thus  ftroaking  his  dirty  Hide,  from  Head 
to  Heel,  upftarts  a  third  Perfon  in  the  middle  of  the 
Way,  that  gave  the  good  Woman  iiich  a  Bang  upon 
the  Wrift,  that,  dropping  her  Tears  for  Joy  into  the 
Tub  of  Water,  fhe  hug’d  him  about  the  Neck  and 
cry’d,  Well,  Jeff,  \I  am  now  affux’d  his  thee,  for  look* 
look,  fee  the  poor  Thing  knows  me  too.  After  they 
had  laughed  heartily  at  die  lufcious  Jeft;- Efaith,  fays 
Sarah  Stiff  there^s  nothing  like  a  ftanding  Evidence  to 
convince  a  Woman  of  the  Truth  :  I  believe  fo  too, 
cries  Moll  Blunt,  what  makes  our  Parfon  go  fo  often  to 
fee  the  MalftcR*  r  Wi  fe . 

With  fuch  fort  of  Stories  as  thefe,  they  make  them- 
Pelves  merry,  when  they  are  met  over  their  Claret,  in-, 
terpofmg,  now  and  then,,  either  extraordinary  Commen¬ 
dations  of  their  Hufband’s  Manhood,  or  fome  witty 

Reflexions 
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Rejections  on  their  flender  Qualifications  or  their  aged 
Impotence,  that  thofe  who  are  half-fiarved  for  want 
of  a  reafonable  Allowance  between  the  Nuptial  Sheets, 
may  be  pitied  by  thofe  who  tantalize  the  reft,  by  boad- 
ing  of  their  Plenty,  They  are  fiich  Jolly  Jades  that 
they  fcorn  to  Rx  their  Expences  to  a  certain  Limitation, 
but  drink,  as  W omen  commonly  do  every  Thing  elfe, 
more  or  lefs,  according  as  the  Whim  takes  them.  If 
they  have  any  Rule  that  gives  Bounds  to  their  Extrava¬ 
gance,  his  the  Radnefs  of  their  Market ;  but  when  they 
have  a  quick  Sale,  and  a  good  Price  for  their  Com¬ 
modities,  they  will  have  a  plentiful  Dofe,  though  they 
ride  Home  deeping  as  found  between  their  Panniers,  as 
if  they  were  dretch’d  upon  a  Feather-bed,  which 
manner  of  Nodding  they  are  fo  accudom’d  to,  that  they 
can  take  a  refrediing  Nap,  as  heartily  upon  the  Road, 
as  they  can  at  Church,  when  lull’d  into  a  drowfy  Fit 
by  a  dull  Sermon.  A  Gallon  a  piece,  after  a  good 
Market,  is  but  an  ordinary  Allowance;  for  by  ha¬ 
bitual  Drinking,  they  are  mod  of  them  arrived  toYuch 
a  wonderful  Perfection,  in  the  Faculty  of  Wine  Bibbing 
that  they  look  upon  her  to  be  but  a  weak  Sider,  who 
cannot  upon  Occadon,  drink  a  Ters  to  her  Share,  with¬ 
out  Spewing,  as  fhall  be  made  manifed  in  the  following 
Story, 

A  certain  Vintner  in  Cheapjide ,  famous  for  curing 
the  Tooth- Ach,  by  wearing  blue  Spectacles,  till  lie 
falivates  his  Gums  by  dedfadly  daring  through  ’em 
at  the  dazling  Light  of  three  or  four  great  Candles  : 
Happening  fome  Years  lince  to  bid  a  Sum  of  Money 
for  a  Parcel  of  Wines  that  he  had  a  great  Defire  to  be 
Mader  of,  but  the  Merchant  not  complying  with  the 
Money  he  had  bid,,  they  digrefs’d  from  the  Bufinefs, 
and  among  other  Talk,  chanc’d  to  touch  upon  the 
Subject  of  hard  Drinking,  which  ocxadon’d  the  Mer¬ 
chant  to  pity  the  fair  Sex,  that  Cudom  had  deny’d 
them  thofe  happy  Freedoms  and  Delights,  which  were 
only  to  be  enjoy’d  over  the  charming  Bottle  :  In 
Anfwer  to  which,  die  Vintner  urg’d,  That  Women  no, 
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more  exempted  themfelves  from  the  Pleafures  1 5  the 
Glafs,  than  Men  ;  only  that  they  had  the  Mo  deity  to 
Tipple  with  more  Privacy  and  Caution,  for  that  he 
drew  a  Quart  of  Sack  a  Day  for  a  certain  Common- 
Council  Woman,  which  was  fetch’d  privately  by  her 
Chamber-Maid,  and  convey’d  through  the  Shop,  under' 
her  white  Apron,  to  keep  the  comfortable  Secret  from 
the  Knowledge  of  the  Apprentices,  and  that  feveral 
jolly  Dames,  (Thanks  to  his  good  Neighbours)  would 
cuddle  together  in  an  Evening,  and  fp  off  their  Half 
'Crown  Clubs,  without  wry  Faces,  whiht  their  Hu  (hands; 
were  at  the  Coffee-Houfe :  Befides,  fays  lie,  I’ll  en¬ 
gage  to  bring  you  three  Women  that  fhall  drink  a 
Hogfhead  of  Claret,  before  they  Sleep  or  Spew,  pro¬ 
vided  you’ll  be  at  the  Charge,  cr  i’ll  be  bound  to  give 
you  your  own  Price  for  the  Wines,  and  if  they  difpateh. 
it  fairly,  you  fhall  then  let  me  have  them  at  the 
Price  I  have  offered  you.  The  Merchant,  pleas’d  with 
the  Conceit,  and  believing  it  impoffible,  readily  agreed 
to  the  Propofal ;  fo  the  Day  was  pitch’d  upon,  when 
the  Bacchanal  was  to  be  celebrated;  and  the  Hogfhead 
of  Red  was  lent  in  by  the  Merchant,  in  a  potable 
Condition  within  a  few  Day  after.  The  Vintner  ha¬ 
ving  feveral  Times  had  the  Experience  of  feme  of  the 
ffanch  Members  of  the  foregoing  Club,  thought  the 
fured  Way  to  ft  himfelf,  was  to  have  Recourfe  to 
Clave-Market ,  lay  out  fome  Money  at  their  Stalls,  pre- 
fent  fome  of  them  who  had  the  bed  Stowage,  with  a 
liberal  Morning’s  Draught,  and  acquaint  them  with?, 
the  Bufmefs,  which,  upon  the  fird  Opportunity  he  per¬ 
form’d  accordingly  :  But  when  he  had  them  at  the  Ta¬ 
vern,  after  he  had  inform’d  fuch  as  were  fitted  for  his 
Turn  of  his  notable  Undertaking,  and  finding  one  mif¬ 
fing,  whom  he  had  long  known  to  be  an  unquenchable 
Jade  :  Now,  fays  he,  if  Nan  Toply  was  but  here,  there’s 
Befs  Gundy*  and  Moll  Bunch ,  you  three  jolly  Girls, 
would  make  nothing  of  it:  Nan  Boply,  replies  Befs 
Gundy,  turning  up  her  Nofe  with  abundance  of  Scorn*, 
her  M  Child  has  taken  her  off  her  Speed:  If  I  know* 

New 
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Nan  <T oph<,  I  tell  you  Hie  will  be  as  drunk  as  a  Witch* 
with  fifteen  Gallons ;  no,  no,  Hie  is  not  fit  to  be  a 
third  Woman  ;  *  leave  it  to  Moll  and  I,  will  bring  you 
a  merry  lade  worth  two  of  her  ;  an  honefl  Girl  that 
will  drink  you  a  Kilderkin  before  fhe  pifTes :  Well 
thought  of,  Befs,  this  will  do,  replies  the  Vintner :  So 
he  treated  them  handfomely,  prefix’d  the  Day  and 
Hour,  and  fubmitted  the  Sequel  to  their  difcreet  Ma¬ 
nagement. 

When  the  Time  came,  the  Hogfhead  being  elevated 
up  one  Pair  of  Stairs  into  a  commodious  Room,  and 
two  Thirty  Gallon  Tubs  for  ChamberPots,  placed  be¬ 
hind  a  Curtain  in  a  convenient  Corner,  the  Female 
Undertakers  of  the  grand  Exploit,  very  punctually  at 
their  Hour,  made  their  perfonal  Appearance,  where  the 
Vintner  and  the  Merchant,  with  a  Difh  of  Tongues 
before  them,  fat  ready  to  receive  them.  After  both 
Sides  had  pafs’d  their  mutual  Complements,  down  fat 
the  Ladies  in  Home-fpun  Habits,  who  were  to  per¬ 
form  the  Miracle,  after  they  had  relifhed  their  Mouths 
with  two  or  three  Slices  of  Tongue.  Prithee,,  Mr.  Flow¬ 
er,  fays  Befs  Gundy  to  the  Vintner,  fill  that  Monteth*. 
there,  (which  held  about  two  Gallons)  that  I  may  tails 
the  Liquor,  for  we  will  not  poifon  ourfelves  for  e’er  a 
Pimp  in  England \  Accordingly  the  Hogfhead  was 

broach’d  with  a  larger  Cane  than  Ordinary ;  the  Crown 
taken  of  from  the  Rim  of  the  Monteth,  and  her  Com¬ 
mands  fulfill’d  with  a  capacious  Bumper,  which ihe  prs- 
fently  difpateh’d  at  three  or  four  Gulps,  without  Breath¬ 
ing  :  Good  Tipple,  Efaith  Girls  cries  the  Dame  to  her 
Mefs-mates :  So  the  other  two  confiding  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  her  Palate,  pledg’d  their  Tun-bell y’d  Siller  in 
t)ie  like  Quantity,  without  winking,  all  agreeing  kwas 
as  good  a  Tub  of  Tipple,  as  they  would  deiire  to  make 
a  Meal  on.  No  fooner  was  this  firfl  Volley  of  Mon- 
teths  difcharg’d  but  the  fame  were  repeated  in  Honour 
to  the  Founder’s  Health,  which  was  ehearfully  fwallow’d 
and  with  as  much  Facility,  as  if  their  Bellies  had  been 
Tuns?  and  their  Mouths  Bung-holes  y  now  they  called 
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for  Pipes  and  a  Pound  of  Tobacco,  which  were  pre- 
fently  brought  ’em.  Come,  difh  about,  cries  Jenny 

*  Swank,  who  fupplied  the  Place  of  'Nan  F oply,  once 
4  before  we  fill,  and  once  before  we  light,  it  is  a  good 

*  old  Maxim.’  Accordingly,  the  third  fix  Gallons 
was  very  fairly  difpenc’d  with,  without  fo  much  as 
a  flaring  Eye  ,  or  the  lead  Sign  of  a  Stomachial  Un- 
eafinefs ;  and  then  they  began  to  fill  their  Pipes  with 
as  much  Gravity  in  their  Countenances,  as  if  they  had 
been  fober  Saints  come  from  an  Evening  Ledture. 
When  they  had  charged  their  Guns,  4  Come,  Girls*, 

4  cries  the  oldeil,  according  to  Jenny's  Rule,  once  be- 
4  fore  we  light,  and  then  we  may  find  Time  to  Tittle 
4  Tattle. ’  No  fooner  was  the  Bowl  replenifh’d,  but 
fhe  advances  its  Mouth  high  between  her  Hands,  cry¬ 
ing,  4  Come,  you  merry  Jades,  here’s  your  old  Health, 
4  To  the  belt  in  Chrfftendom  ;  and  of  it  went  to  a 
4  Super-naculum  Drop.  Well  done.  Girl,  cries  Moll 

*  Bunch ,  that’s  a  Health  no  Woman  ought  to  baulk, 

*  that  knows  the  Difference  between  a  good  Thing  and 

*  a  bad  one.  So  round  it  went  without  any  Hefita- 
tion,  as  currently  as  the  former,  4  Nouns,  fays  Moll 
4  Swank,  I  think  my  Belly  begins  to  fwell  two  or  three 
4  Gallons  before  its  Time.  Prithee,  Flower,  fend  for 
4  a  Quart  or  two  of  Brandy ;  we  had  as  good  take 
4  a  Pint  a  Dram  round,  to  make  the  Liquor  pafs ; 

4  which  was  prefently  fetch’d,  and  tipp’d  off  accord- 
4  inglyk 

Now  the  Merchant  began  to  be  under  a  Defpondency 
of  Winning,  feeing  them  fo  little  concerned  at  fo  large 
a  Quantity,  raid  thought  it  his  wifeft  Way  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  he  had  loft,  to  fave  the  Remainder  of  the  Hogf- 
head  ;  at  which  Propofal  the  good  Hufiifs  grew  fo 
angry  that  they  called  him  Sneaking  Cuckold, \  and  fwore, 

4  That  they  came  for  a  Belly-full,  and  a  Belly-full  they 
4  would  have;  and.  That  they  would  fee  the  laft  ©£ 
4  it,  were  it  a  Mile  to  the  Bottom.  So  that  the  Vint¬ 
ner  could  not  in  Honour  comply  with  theMerchant,  but 
was  forced  to  ft  and  to  his  Articles*  and  hazard 
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what  he  had  laid  upon  the  finalTilue  of  the  Matter. 
Now  the  Dames  began  to  be  pleafant  Company  o’er 
their  Bowls :  One  telling  a  Story  how  her  Grand- 
Mothcr  drank  off  a  Butt  of  March  Beer  at  'Squire 
Crocknni  s,  in  Four  and  Twenty  Hours,  and  never 
pifs’d  but  thrice  till  flie  came  to  the  Bottom.  The 
Second  averting,  That  (lie  drank  twenty  Pitchers  of 
Wort  out  of  the  Tun,  when  fhe  was  but  Sixteen. 
Years  old,  and  that  it  never  gave  her  the  Wiki-8  am  rt. 
The  Third  affirming,  That  the  firll  Time  that  fne 
try’d  her  Strength,  before  fne  was  married,  was  at 
Uxbrid»e-Fair,  and  that  file  drank  Nineteen  Quarts 
of  Sack  and  Sugar,  to  oblige  young  ’Squire  Cuddle ,  and 
afterwards  rid  PXome  a  Straddle,  three  Miles,  upon 
her  Father’s  Mare  without  falling.  In  fuch  fort  of 

o 

Stories  they  tattled  away  their  Time;  now  and  then 
in  their  Turns  flapping  behind  the  Curtain  to  imitate 
the  Roaring  of  London-B  ridge,  which  according  to 
Contract,  the  Men  were  to  pafs  by,  without ,  any  im- 
modefi:  Notice.  Thus  they  Funk’d  and  Prattled, 
being  continually  mindful  of  the  main  Chance,  till  they 
had  finifhed  the  Hogfhead,  which  was  by  Five  in  the 
Morning,  and  then  each  called  for  a  Quart  of  mulled 
White-Wine  to  fettle  their  Stomachs,  fip’d  it  off  with 
more  Expedition,  than  a  grave  Citizen  does  a  fober 
Difii  of  Colfee;  thanked  the  Merchant  for  his  kind 
Entertainment,  and  away  they  jog’d  by  Six  in  the 
Morning  about  as  merry  as  good  Wives  are,  when 
they  come  from  a  Gofliping,  fb  far  from  being  drunk, 
or  difabied  from  Bufmefs,  that  they  marched  very 
fleadily  down  to  Glare-Market,  to  meet  their  Horfes 
and  their  Drudges,  who  were  to  bring  in  their  Com¬ 
modities,  being  dog’d  by  the  Merchant,  who  expelled 
their  Walking,  together  with  the  Air,  would  have 
put  the  Wine  upon  a  Firment;  but  he  could  not  ob¬ 
serve  any  Thing  that  looked  whimfical  or  Frolick- 
fome,  till  they  came  into  Lincolns- Inn-Fields ,  where 
they  joined  Paws,  took  a  fhort  Dance  round,  and  ftmg,. 
Fhree  merry  IVMes  are  we ;  then  disjoining  their  Hands; 

Mother ... 
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Mother  advanc’d  foremoll,  crying.  Come,  ccmn 

Girls,  Drunk  or  Sober,  always  ?mnd  your  Buftnefs : 
x  hus  they  all  went  oil  fairly  without  Stagerinp-  or 
Spewing ;  fo  that  the  Merchant  was  forced  to  deliver 
the  Wines  according  to  Agreement,  and  was  thorough¬ 
ly  convinced  from  that  Time,  that  Women  as  well  as 
Men,  underftcod  the  Pleafures  of  the  Bottle. 


W omen,  who  once  from  Virtues  Paths  recede , 
And  from  the  blnjhing  Fear  of  Shame  are  freed ; 
Whatever  darling  Vice  they  chance  to  chafe, 
f  an  a  tick  like,  with  tGo  much  T^eal  they  ufe ; 

Grows  fitch  fond  Lovers  of  the  jinful  Toy, 

That  f  tis  the  only  Idol  of  their  Joy  : 

Nor  can  their  Pa  (fans  be  content  to  tafte 
A  modi  rate  Sip  of  the  delight  fid  Fea.fi , 

But  with  unbounded  Appetites  fall  too, 

And  always  to  their  Bane,  their  Lulls  pur  fine  ; 

2s*  e'er  check  the  Reins ,  if  they  the  Chafe  approve f 
But  even  worry  what  they  fo  well  love  : 

So  the  tame  Cat,  thaf  s  prone  to  play  abroad, 

If  once  /he  fir  ays  into  feme  Neighbouring  Wt ood. 
Fond  of  her  Freedom  will  the  Floufe  refrain. 

For  Birds  and  Snakes,  will  Rat:  and  Mice  difdain 
And  grow  too  wild  and  pamper  d  to  return  again. 


If  'tis  a  Woman's  Defiiny  to  chufe 
Fhojs  Styge an  Spirits,  fo  advanc'd  in  Stews  % 

Within  the  Reach  of  her  extended  Hand, 

Both  Day  and  Night  the  Fiery  Juice  mu  ft  fand ; 

S top'd  fafely  clofe  'twixt  Glafy  Walls  immur'd, 

Or  foe s  too  Sick  to  be  without  it  cur'd: 

Faints  if  deny' d  it ;  hugs  it  when  if  s  brought. 

And  foon  revives,  not  with  a  Dram  but  Draught , 

Fill  the  curs'd  Fumes  infame  her  giddy  Brains, 

*1  hen  of  the  V apours  foe  aloud  complain s ; 

Cries  to  her  Maid,  O  feel  my  clammy  Sweats,* 

Yet  drinks  it  for  that  Ulnefs  it  creates ; 

Thus 
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Thus  redded  to  her  Vice  fhe  wears  away. 

But  finds  new  Caufes  for  her  Jhvift  Decay  : 

On  what  Jhe  loves  will  no  Ajperjlon  caji. 

But  hugs  the  Poijbn  till  it  proves  her  lajh 

Or  iff*  do  cits  upon  a  Tavern  Treat , 

And  thinks  the  Charms  of  ccjily  Wine  viofi  fuse et. 

From  o?ie  to  many  Quarts  jhe  Joan  improves , 

Till  made  a  Jh tuneful  Slave  to  what  jhe  loves  : 

No  prudent  Bounds  can  her  Defies  inclofe , 

In  what's  her  Vice  jhe  fill  infatiate  grows  , 

Will  the  vain  Habit  into  Scandal  wear , 

And  feoff  the  Friend  that  begs  her  to  forbear * 

Thus,  if  once  enter'd,  'tis  her  foolijb  Pride, 

To  be  undone  before  Jhe' s  fatisj'y  d: 

Juft  Jo  the  Bobber,  veho  repents  too  late , 

Ne'er  quits  his  Rogueries  till  he  meets  his  Fate* 

Or  if  Jhe' s  lav  if  of  her  Female  Charms , 

And  too  much  Fuji  her  colder  Nature  warms , 

That  ' tis  her  Vice  to  hunt  the  am  reus  Game , 

And  Rival  Crowds  mufl  fan  her  Refile  fs  Flame  , 

A  Thoufand  Ways  to  win  you,  fe'll  devife, 

Tempt  you  with  Smiles ,  and  Court  you  with  her  Eyes , 
And  if  fie  finds  your  Mcdefiy  too  great,. 

To  ufe  thofe  Freedoms  fie  would  fain  be  at. 

Or  that  your  Want  of  Courage  foils  her  Sport, 

And  ?nahes  you  fearful  to  attack  the  Fort , 

Into  your  Soul  her  Eyes  fall  dart  their  Fire, 

And  your  chafe  Thoughts ,  with  Impudence  ihfpire , 

Force  you,  in  Jpite  of  Grace,  to  prove  unjuft. 

And  hug  you  till  you  foot  h  her  craving  Luft  ; 

Amidfl  the  Joy ,  will  be  Jo  lewdly  kind , 

She'll  charm  you  with  thofe  ills  you  ne'er  defgnd ; 

Make  you  by  Dint  of'  Ext afy  approve,  ' 

Her  Arts,  and  think  her  Impudence,  her  Love, 

When  all  the  while  fe  does  her  Po veers  exert, 

Ale  but  to  eaje  her  own  lafdvious  Heart, 


When 


292  ’The  Market  Womens  Club . 

Where  lufful  Devils  do  in  Legions  dwell. 

Her  nuking  Charms  with  double  Forces  /welly 
And  in  her  finful  Plea  fires  help  her  to  excelL 

So  pra&ife  modulates  the  Singed s  Throaty 
And  makes  it  yield  a  jnore  melodious  Note . 

If  Gaining  chance  to  he  a  Woman  s  Nice, 

She’s  then  a  re  fiefs  Slave  to  Cards  and  Dice  : 
llujland  nor  Children  can  the  Shrew  reclaim. 

But  all  mufi  truckle  to  that  tyrant  Pam  : 

Her  kind  Allowance,  the/  it's  ne’er  jo  large , 

Is  all  too  little-  to  fupfori  the  Charge  : 

Fond  of  her  judgment,  jhe  conceits  fhe  knows, 

The  Game  fo  truly  well  jhe  cannot  lofe , 

Yet  Jeldom  wins,  but  jiill  purjues  her  Itch, 

9Till  Beggar’d,  through  the  Hopes  of  growing  Rich, 
Except  her  prudent  Spoufe  fecures  his  Gold, 

And  gives  her  but  the  empty  Bag  to  hold : 

Which  if  he  does,  and  wifely  keeps  her  Peer , 

If  handfome  then  fhe  in  Revenge  turns  Whore  : 

CI  bus  let  her  Vice  be  whatfoe’er  it  will. 

Woman,  without  Reftraint,  will  have  her  fill 
And  if  oppo fed  in  what  fhe  me  ft  approves. 

Or  by  her  Spoufe  debar’ d  of  what  fhe  loves , 

In  fpite  of  all  his  Care  fhe’ ll  Difobey, 

And  plague  her  Nuptial  Lord fame  other  vs  ay. 

For  Woman,  if  provok’d  ne’er  wants  the  Senfe, 

T ?  out  do  Man  in  Craft  or  Impudence, 
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THIS  T\l bum  looking  Society  of  audacious  Def- 
peradoes,  -who  commonly  had  the  Fortune  to 
wear  their  Deftiny  in  their  Faces,  kept  their  daily  Ren- 
devouz  at  the  Sign  of  the  Half  Moon  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
a  little  Hedge  Tavern,  whofe  Appearance  was  fufhicient 
to  give  an  honed  Man  a  Caution,  how  he  fet  his  Foot 
into  fuch  a  wicked  Den  of  impious  Thieves  and  Ruffins, 
who  were  not  only  content  to  fupport  their  Luxuries  by 
Frauds,  Robberies,  and  Murders,  but  us’d  to  meet  in  a 
Body  at  the  afore-mentioned  Rum  Draper* ,  their  Cant  for 
a  Vintner ,  that  they  might  drown  all  Thoughts  of  Shame, 
or  Dread  of  Punifhment  in  their  inebrious  ExcefTes,  and 
glory  in  their  Villanies,  over  their  Rum-Gut  lers.  The 
precious  Mortal,  who  had  the  Happinefs  to  occupy  this 
diabolical  Maniion,  was  one  Whitwood  a  Thief-Taker* 
who,  by  his  deep  Iniight  into  the  Myfteries  of  Iniquity; 
his  familiar  Acquaintance  and  daily  Converfation  with 
.  all  Sorts  of  common  Rogues,  from  the  Highway  to  the 
Hovfebreaker ,  had  gained  fuch  an  Afcendancy  over  the 
whole  Gang  of  Newgate- birds  that  i  life  lied  the  Town  in 
his  Time,  that  he  could  help  People  to  any  Sort  offtolen 
Goods,  provided  the  Gratuity  that  the  Lofer  offered, 
amounted  to  about  half  the  Value  of  what  the  Rapparees 
had  deprived  him  of,  which  is  commonly  as  much  as 
the  Rogues,  with  Safety,  are  able  to  make  of  their 
Booty,  becaufe  the  P^eceivers,  who  either  buy,  or  lend 
Money  upon  fuch  Cargoes,  always  guefs  by  their  Chap¬ 
men,  how  honellly  they  are  come  by,  and  therefore  will 
not  deal  without  unreafonable  Advantages.  Whitwood \ 
at  whofe  Mercy  the  precarious  Lives  of  this  down- 
looked  Fraternity  moll  commonly  lay,  always  took  care 
to  keep  a  black  Lilf  of  their  infamous  Names,  and  if 

he 
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he  found  any  of  them  (by  of  coming  to  his  Home,  or 
unwilling  to  let  him  have  a  profitable  Fellow-Feeling; 
of  their  (infill  Earnings,  he  would  then  think  it  higni 
Time  to  procure  them  the  juft  Reward  of  their  helli/ki 
Labours,  and  ufe  as  much  Induftry  to  hang  them  out  of  J 
the  Way,  as  he  would  to  protect  and  fave  thofe  who* 
were  his  better  Cuftomers.  This  occafio&ed  the  nofiun- 
nai  Mifcreants  to  make  his  Houle  their  S an ftuary, know¬ 
ing  the  oftner  they  reforted  thither,  and  the  more  Mo¬ 
ney  they  fpent,  the  lefs  they  were  in  Danger ;  and  for 
this  Reafon  they  fettled  a  daily  Meeting  at  his  fcanda- 
lous  Tavern  ;  which,  indeed,  was  only  St  for  the  drunk¬ 
en  Revels  of  fuch  incorrigible  Wretches,  as  are  always 
affe&ed  with  thofe  fmful  Pleafures,  and  obfcures  Places, 
that  are  moll  obnoxious  to  honed  Perfons,  who  have 
an  Abhorrence  of  their  Pra&ice  :  So  that  Day  and 
Night,  at  this  tippling  Tenement,  there  was  a  perpetual 
Society  of  the  Devil’s  Operators,  fome  returning  from  , 
and  others  going  to  perpetrate  fome  Villany,  or  other, 
that  they  might  not  want  Money  to  continue  themfelves 
fecure  in  the  Friendfhip  of  their  Landlord,  who  was 
commonly  made  privy  to  all  their  hellifh  Undertakings ; 
for  here,  over  the  Bottle,  they  us’d  to  project  their  Ro¬ 
gueries,  and  hither  return  with  the  ill  got  Fruits  of  their 
wicked  Adventures ;  that  what  they  had  gain’d  over  die 
Devil’s  Back,  they  might  fpend  under  his  Belly,  Here 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Nig,  in  their  Cant,  but  vulgarly 
called  Clippers,  us’d  to  wadi  away  the  Profits  of  their 
treafonable  Labours.  Gendemen  Outers ,  in  plain 
Fnglijh ,  Highwaymen ,  boaft  their  dangerous  Exploits 
upon  the  open  Road ;  Water-lane  Divers,  alias, 
Pockets ,  contrive  new  Stratagems  to  amufe  unwary 
Paflengers,  till  they  File  the  Cly,  Snaffle  Biters ,  as  they 
call  themfelves  Rogues,  who  make  it  their  principal 
Bufmefs  to  (leal  Horfes,  talk  w  hat  rare  Pads  and  Gal¬ 
lopers  they  had  met  with  in  their  Time,  and  what  ex¬ 
cellent  Pennyworths  they  had  often  fold  to  the  honed 
Horfe-Courfers  in  Smithfald ;  and  where  thofe  infamous 
Villains  who,  as  they  cant  it,  Co  upon  Fire  and  Faggot, 

r  f .  ufed 
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uied  io  laugh  at  the  Rogueries  they  had  committed* 
and  make  themfeives  merry  over  their  Cups,  with  the 
pail  Soccefs  of  their  notorious  Barbarities,  which  they 
commonly  effected  by  the  following  Stratagem,  <viz. 
Thefe  tremendous  Furies  clothed  in  Flefh  and  Blood, 
who  ufed  to  prepare  their  Way  by  Flames  in  this  World 
to  thofe  of  everlaiting,  put  their  politick  Villanies  in 
Practice  chiefly  in  the  Country,  where  Farmers  often 
have  their  Barns  built  at  fome  Diflance  from  their 
Houfes',  and  where-ever  they  met,  in  their  Wanderings, 
with  fuch  a  Conveniency  for  their  Purpofe,  their  Way 
was  to  lie  lurking  about,  till  the  Evening,  then  to  fet 
Fire  to  a  Parcel  of  Straw  near  the  Barn,  and  to  alarm 
the  Family  by  an  Outcry,  that  they  might  think  their 
Barn  was  on  Fire ;  fo  that  whilft  the  Farmer  and  his 
Servants  were  run  to  fave  what  they  could  of  their  Corn 
or  Hay,  they  might  have  the  better  Opportunity  of 
plundering  the  Houle,  and  moving  off  with  their  Booty. 
Thus  all  Sorts  of  Villanies  were  daily  harboured  under 
this  unhallow’d  Roof,  by  him  that  knew  their  Praftifes, 
•till  they  foolifnly  had  wafted  what  they  had  glean’d 
wickedly,  and  then  if  any  one  grew  idle,  either  thro* 
Cowardice,  or  Relu&ancy,  and  did  not  form  exerciie 
their  Talent  for  a  frefh  Supply,  their  honeft  Landlord, 
in  a  little  Time,  would  have  a  Friday  Jell,  and  merrily 
fay,  that  the  Tree  had  robbed  him  of  a  good  old  Cuf- 
tomer :  For  Whitwood- \  who  before  protected  him  for 
his  own  Profit,  would  hiinfelf  take  him  up  if  he  found 
him,  and  hang  him  out  of  the  Way  for  a  worthlefs 
-Scoundrel,  who  was  only  a  Dabbler  in  a  Miery  that  he 
kne^  not  how  to  live  by. 

Juft  Jo  reforming  Conftables  pro  tell 
The  Harlot  that  can  bribe  as  they  expel! ; 

Bui  if  jhe  once  gro'ws  Poor,  thro ’  want  of  Trade 9 
In  Triumph  then ,  they  fiog  the  needy  Jade . 

V  v  •  .  '  :  ..  .  ..  _  f  j,  , 

When  thefe  Sons  of  Satan  were  met  over  the  Bottle, 
and  happen’d  to  be  fiufh  of  Money,  by  the  Succefs  of 
.  ;  *  the 
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their  Villanies,  whilft  the  Smelts  lafled,  nothing  was  too 
coftly  for  their  luxurious  Appetites  ;  then  the  Fear  or 
Punifhment  was  kept  at  a  Diftance  by  their  drunken 
Extravagance  :  And  the  Chearfulnefs  of  their  Tempers 
would  a  little  mend  their  faturnal  Looks :  So  that  an 
awkward  Smile  fhould  hang  upon  their  Beetle-Brows, 
and  make  their  Faces  referable  the  unnatural  Pleafantry 
of  thofe  Barbers  Blocks,  which,  by  a  chance  Stroke  or 
two  of  the  Chiffel,  have,  by  meer  Accident,  been  carv’d 
Laughing.  Then,  amidft  their  jollity,  when  the  Power 
of  Bacchus  had  forc’d  open  Piells  Cabinet,  one  to  make 
a  Jeft  of  his  Villany,  would  merrily  difcover  that  he 
once  robb’d  an  old  Lady  of  three  hundred  Pounds  by 
the  Confederacy  of  one  of  his  MiftrcfTes  who  was  got  to 
be  her  Chamber-Maid,  and  would  mimick  how  hear- 
tiiy  the  old  Granny  begg’d,  at  fourfcore,  that  fhe  might 
not  be  ravifh’d :  Another  would  up  with  a  Story,  how 
fix  of  them  robb’d  an  old  Kenlijh  Knight,  who  had 
newly  marry’ d  a  young  beautiful  Lady ;  and  having 
bound  and  gag’d  the  Servants,  and  tyed  the  old  Cuff  to 
a  Bed-Poft,  whilft  the  reft  were  rummaging,  he  took 
the  Opportunity  of  obliging  the  Bride,  that  fhe  might 
know  the  Difference  between  a  Fumbler  and  a  Work- 
the  old  Knight  crying.  Fie,  my  dear,  what  will 


man 


you  he  a  Whore?  The  Lady  replying,  L - -d,  my  Dear , 


what  would  you  have  me  do  ?  Are  you  willing  I  Jhould  he 
murder'd?  But ,  Huff,  crys  the  old  Cuckold,  if  you 
was  not  as  forward  as  he,  you  would  not  wag  your  Scut 
fo  ;  therefore  keep  your  Rump  fill  I  jay,  lefi  the  firfl  Child 
Ihould  happen  to  he  a  Baflard.  A  third,  to  fhew  his  Gal¬ 
lantry,  would  boaft  how  three  of  them  Hop’d  five  Gen¬ 
tlemen  upon  the  Hoad,  robb’d  four  of  them,  and  the 
other,  being  an  old  Parfon,  they  had  Compaftion  upon 
him,  and  difmounting  the  reft  a  little  out  of  the  Road, 
they  made  them  tarry  in  the  Avenue  of  aWood,  till  the 
Parfon  fhould  Preach  to  them :  Upon  which  Conditi¬ 
on,  if  the  Sermon  pleafcd  them,  they  promifed  he  ihould 
go  unffftled.  1  thank  you,  reply’d  the  Parfon,  for  four 
kind  Prop oj all  but  it  is  too  f  ort  a  Warning  for  a  good 
t  ’  Sermon : 
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Sermon:  However,  faid  the  Pried,  I  will  endeavour  to 
entertain  you  with  fuch  an  aft  Difcourfe  as  may  he  equally 
acceptable  :  So  to  oblige  his  Comrades,  the  Rogue  would 
give  the  following  Repetition  of  the  Parfon’s  Parallel, 
viz.  Gentlemen;  you  are  the  mod  like  the  old  Apodles 
6  of  any  Men  in  the  World,  for  they  were  Wanderers 
f  upon  the  Earth,  and  fo  are  you;  they  had  neither 
?  Lands  or  Tenements  they  could  call  their  own;  nei- 

*  ther,  as  I  prefume,  have  you;  they  were  defpifed  of 
f  all  but  thofe  of  their  own  Profefllon,  and  fo  I  believe 
f  are  you  ;  they  were  unalterably  fix’d  in  the  Principles 

*  they  profefs’d,  and  fo  dare  fwear  are  you  ;  they  were 
f  often  hurry’d  into  Goals  andPrifons ;  were  persecuted 

*  by  the  People,  and  endured  great  Hardfhips,  all  which 

*  Sufferings,  I  prefume  have  been  undergone  by  you; 
i  their  Profefhon  brought  them  all  to  untimely  Deaths ; 

*  if  you  continue  your  Courfe,  fo  will  yours  bring  you  ; 

‘  But  in  this  Point,  beloved  you  will  differ  mightily,  for 

*  the  Apoflles  from  the  Tree  afcendedinto  Heaven,  and 
4  thither  I  fear  you  will  never  come :  But  as  their  Deaths 
(  were  recompenced  with  eternal  Glory,  yours  will  be 

*  rewarded  with  eternal  Shame  and  Miiery,  without  you 
■*  mend  your  Manners. 

Thus,  amidfl  their  drunken  Exceffes,  they  us’d  to 
pleafe  one  another  with  an  impudent  Rehearfal  of  the 
Accidents  they  had  met  with  in  the  Perpetration  of  their 
Villanies,  and  would  fhew  themfelves  as  proud  of  all 
their  daring  Rogueries,  as  if  they  had  the  Infolence  to 
fancy  there  was  as  much  Honour  in  breaking  into  the 
Houfe  of  a  High- Sheriff,  or  boldly  Robbing  a  Train- 
band  Captain  upon  the  Road,  as  there  was  in  wrefting  a 
ftrong  Hold  from  an  open  Enemy,  or  taking  a  General 
Trifoner  at  the  Head  of  his  own  Guards.  At  length 
Whitwood,  of  ever  pious  Memory,  who  was  both  the 
Encourager  and  Suppreffor,  the  Prote&or  and  the  Pro- 
fecutor  of  this  infernal  Gang,  according  as  it  bed  fuited 
with  his  immediate  Xntered,  happen’d  by  a  natural 
Death,  to  efcape  the  Gallows,  to  which  by  all  Re¬ 
port,  he  had  as  good  a  Title  as  any  that  ever  made 

L  *  their 
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dieir  Exit  under  that  Triangular  Edifice ;  and  the  fcan* 
dalous  .Employment,  as  well  as  the  infamous  Tenement, 
which  Whitvoood  left  behind  him,  were  both  jointly  oc¬ 
cupy ’d  afterwards  by  one  Jo.  Hix ,  who  feemM  by  his 
Bulk,  to  be  one  of  the  overgrown  Sons  of  the  old 
rebellious  Giants,  who  waging  War  with  Heaven,  tore 
up  Rocks  by  the  Roots,  and  tofs’d  them  up  again#  the 
Gods,  to  fhew  their  impious  Audacity  :  But  becaufe  he 
now  keeps  a  Country  Inn,  and  has  reformed  his  Life,  in 
a  great  Meafure,  from  his  former  Pradtifes,  I  fhall  for¬ 
bear  to  revive  any  thing  that  may  terminate  in  his  Re¬ 
proach,  and  only  heartily  recommend  him  to  a  fmcere 
Repentance.  The  wicked  Weeds  I  have  been  here 
Treating  of,  have,  of  late  Years,  been  pretty  well  how’d 
up,  and  drawn  out  of  the  Britijh  Garden  between  the 
W  ’ars  and  the  Gallows ;  and  pray  God  fend  for  the 
future,  that  more  ufeful  Plants  may  fpring  up  in  their 
Places,  that  we  may  have  no  fuch  Societies  to  fit  and 
brazen  Juftice  betwixt  Newgate  and  the  Sejftons  Houfe , 
not  only  to  the  Shame  of  the  City,  but  the  Scandal  of 
the  whole  Nation. 


What  difmal  Tracts  do  wicked  Mortals  find. 
If  once  to  Lift  and  Infamy  refign  d  ? 

What  human  Laws  can  flub  lorn  Rogues  reclaim , 
When  pafl  the  Fear  of  Piaiif.ment ,  or  Shame  ? 
Nor  can  the  Threats  of  future  Pains  prevail. 
Where  Dread  of  Death ,  and  prefent  Tortures  fail \ 
For  he  that  will  7io  humane  Laws  obey , 

Will  ne’er  be  aw’d  by  what  the  Pr  lefts  can  fay  ; 
But  harden’d  in  his  Ills  will  fill  rebel , 

And  hazard  Life  and  Heav’n ,  in  Spite  of  Hell ; 
So  the  fierce  Bull  Dog ,  tnijchievonfiy  bold, 
Difdaining ,  at  his  Sport  to  be  controul’d, 

Will  die  by  P e ace-meal  e’er  he  quits  his  Hold, 


Will 


i 
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Will  on  their  Parents  lay  the  final  Blame , 

And  move  our  Pity ,  to  lament  their  Shame 
What  Bather  then  cwould  let  his  Children  nr: ant 
Good  Education ,  under  due  refiraint  P 
Left,  ifi  re?mfe  in  his  paternal  Care , 

His  wither  d  Age  Jo  fad  a  Charge  Jhould  bear* 

Others ,  purfiuant  to  ajufi  Decree , 

D  rawn  to  the  Brink  of  dark  Eternity  : 

With  trembling  Nerves,  and fhakmg  Head  dec  lane 
Eheir  loofe  Companions  taught  'em firfi  to  err ; 
Decoy'd  them,  gently  in,  and  by  degrees. 

Boldly  confirm'd  them  in  their  Villanies . 

Let  it  O  Youth !  be  then  thy  early  Care, 

Yo  truly  knenv  what  thy  AJfiociates  are  ; 

El hat  from  the  Bad  thou  may'fi  /elect  the  Good 
Andjhun  the  poijonous  Converfe  of  the  Lev: a: 

For  he  that  rowles  in  Nettles  ?nuft  be  flung  ; 

Nor  can  the  Fool  be  clean  that  wades  in  Dun?* 

therefore  the  only  Way  to  be  fie  cure. 

And  keep  an  honeft  Reputation  pure. 

Is  to  Jhew  wifely  'tis  your  Care  to  be 
Difiinguifi:  d  by  your  virtuous  Cotnpany , 


The  Small-Coal-Man’s  Mufick  Club. 


THIS  harmonious  Society  of  Tickle-Fiddle  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  has  been  of  long  handing  at  the  dimi¬ 
nutive  Habitation  of  an  honeft  Small-Coal-Man,  who 
happens  to  be  a  near  Neighbour  to  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
faiem,  who  at  prefent  ftourifhes  his  Banner  before  a 
noted  old  Tavern  in  Jack  Ada?ns  his  Parifh,  which 
ferves  to  fhew  we  have  the  Happinefs  to  live  in  fo  re¬ 
form’d  an  Age,  that  holds  it  no  Scandal  for  a  Saint  to 
invade  Bacchus' s  Dominions ;  nor  is  the  Painter  blame- 

L  z  able 


3op  The  Small-Coal-Man’s  Club. 

able  for  depicting  the  holy  Champion  in  a  naked  Po- 
dure,  becaui'e  it  ferves  us  as  a  double  Emblem  ;  Fiijt, 
to  let  us  fee,  that  by  frequenting  the  Tavern  too  often, 
we  may  bring  our  felves  and  our  Families  to  the  fame 
Nakednefs ;  and  Secondly ,  it  imports,  that  our  modern 
Saints,  in  the  reforming  Times,  may  march  in  bare- 
fac’d  to  a  Bottle  Engagement,  without  the  Fear  of  be¬ 
ing  claw’d  off  by  their  Teachers  at  the  next  Sunday* s 
Meeting;  for  the  Shepherds,  as  well  as  their  Flocks, 
have  very  wifely  confidered,  that  the  good  Things  of 
this  World  were  given  to  the  godly  much  rather  than 
the  wicked :  Excufe  the  Digreffion  and  now  again  to 
the  Mufick  Club,  which  was  at  frit  begun,  or  at  lead: 
confirmed  by  Sir  Rcger-le-Stra??ge,  many  Years  before 
his  Knighthood,  who  was  a  very  mufical  Gentleman, 
and  had  a  tolerable  Perfection  of  the  Bafe-Viol,  a  very 
fafhionable  Indrument  of  thofe  Days ;  though  now  hug’d 
only  at  Boarding-Schools,  between  the  Knees  of  young 
Ladies,  led  their  Virgin  Modedy  otherwife  fhouldcaufe 
their  Legs  to  grow  fo  ctofe  together,  that  whenever  they 
marry,  their  Bridegrooms  fhould  be  puzzled  to  perform 
the  nuptial  Ceremony.  The  Reafons  that  induc’d  Sir 
Roger ,  and  other  ingeniousGentlemen,  who  wereLovers 
of  the  Mufes ,  to  honour  the  little  Manfion  of  the  black 
and  blue  Philomat  with  their  weekly  Company,  were 
chiefly  the  unexpected  Genius  to  Books  and  Muflck 
that  they  happened  to  find  in  their  fmutty  Acquaintance, 
and  the  profound  Regard  that  he  had  in  general  to  all 
Manner  of  Literature,  beyond  whatever  had  been  found 
before  among  the  narrow  Souls  of  thofe  groveling  Mor¬ 
tals,  who  are  content  todifguife  Nature  with  fuchcrocky 
colour’d  Robes,  and  to  hazard  the  Welfare  of  their  Eyes 
in  fuch  a  dudy  Profefiion ;  hovvever,  like  a  prudent  Man, 
though  he  might  judly  boad  a  great  many  Qualifications 
above  any  of  his  Level,  yet  he  never  differed  the  Flat¬ 
teries  of  his  Betters  to  lift  him  up  above  the  Care  ofhis 
Employment ;  for  though  he  always  took  Delight  to 
fpend  his  leifure  Hours  in  the  Studies  of  a  Gentleman, 
yet  he  Emitted  his  Indudry  to  the  Trade  he  had  been 
-  \  bred 
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bred  to  ;  and  though  he  was  Matter  enough  of  Mufick 
to  play  his  Part  tollerably  well,  upon  feveral  Xnttruments, 
yet  he  would  not  grow  too  proud,  for  the  profitable 
Tune  of  Small-Coal,  or  lay  attde  his  Sack  till  his  Day’s 
Work  was  over,  to  dance  after  a  Fiddle,  having  Senfe 
enough  to  conttder,  that  fpare  Time  and  empty  Sound 
were  the  moit  agreeable  Concomitants,  and  that  Pleaiure 
always  ought  to  be  poftpon’d  to  Buttnefs  :  This  Sort  of 
Diligence  recommended  him  the  better  to  all  prudent 
Gentlemen,  who  liked  his  Company  the  more,  when 
they  found  themfelves  out  of  Danger  of  incurring  the 
Curfes  of  his  Family,  becaufe  he  would  not  be  tempted 
into  thofe  Negledls  that  might  terminate  in  his  Ruin  : 
Thus  the  Prudence  of  his  Deportment,  among  thofe  who 
were  his  Betters,  procured  him  great  Refpedl  frym  all 
that  knew  him,  fo  that  his  Muttck  Meeting  improved 
in  a  little  Time  to  be  very  coniiderable,  infomuch,  that 
Men  of  the  bett  Wit,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  bell  Quality, 
very  often  honoured  his  muttcal  Society  with  their  good 
Company,  that  in  a  few  Years  his  harmonious  Confort 
became  as  publickly  noted  as  the  Kit-Cat  Club  ;  not- 
withttanding  the  former  was  begun  by  a  Small-Coal- 
Man,  and  the  latter  by  a  Bookfeller.  Sir  Roger  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  a  conttant  Meeter  in  the  Zenith  of  his  Glory, 
and  many  other  Gentlemen,  who  v/ere  fit  Companions 
for  fo  worthy  a  Perfon  of  his  Wit  and  Learning  :  So 
that when  equiped  in  his  blue  Surplice,  His  Shoul¬ 
der  laden  with  his  wooden  Tmder,  and  his  Meafure 
twitted  into  his  Mouth  of  his  Sack,  was  as  much  dittin- 
guifhed  as  he  walked  the  Streets,  and  refpe&ed  by  the 
good  PTuttlfs,  who  were  Cuttomers  for  his  Commodity, 
as  if  he  had  been  a  Nobleman  in  difguife,  who  had 
only  turned  Small-Coal-Man,  as  my  Lord  Roche  tier  did 
Quack,  not  out  of  Necettity,  but  to  humour  his  Maggot; 
every  one  that  knew  him,  pointed  as  he  patted  crying, 
There  goes  the  fai?ious  Small-  Coal- Man,  ojuho  Is  a  Looser  of 
Learning, ,  a  Performer  in  Mufick,  and  a  Companion  for  a 
Gentleman.  The  better  to  demonttrate  his  Love  of  In¬ 
genuity,  he  has  made  a  very  goodColledion,  to  his  great 

^  3  Expence, 
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Expence,  of  antient  and  modern  Mufick  by  tlie  beft 
Mailers,  had,  fome  Years  ftnce,  picked  up  in  his  Walks 
a  very  handfome  Library,  which  not  long  fmce,  was 
publickly  difpofed  off  to  a  considerable  Advantage,  and 
has  now  by  him  a  great  many  Curiofities,  that,  by 
Perfons  of  judgment  are  efleemed  valuable,  yet  the  Hut 
wherein  he  dwells,  which  has  long  been  honoured  with 
inch  good  Company,  looks  without  Side  as  if  fome  of  his 
Ancdlors  had  happened  to  be  Executors  to  old  fnorling 
Diogenes,  and  that  they  had  carefully  tranfpianted  the 
Athenian- Tub  into  Clerkennsjell ;  for  his  Houfe  is  not 
much  higher  than  a  Canary  Pipe,  and  the  Window  of 
his  State-Room,  but  very  little  bigger  than  the  Bunghoie 
of  a  Caik.  Tho’,  fometimes  fmce  for  the  more  com¬ 
modious  Entertainment  of  his  Thurfdays  Audience,  he 
had  taken  a  convenient  Room  out  of  the  next  Houfe 
that  the  Company  might  not  ftew  in  Summer-Time  like 
fweaty  Dancers  at  a  Buttock-Ball,  or  like  Seamens  Wives, 
in  a  Gr&vefend  Tilt-Boat,  when  the  Fleet  lies  at  Cha¬ 
tham  :  But  a  worfe  ufe  than  he  expelled  happening  to 
be  made  of  the  additional  Liberty  he  had  given  to  the 
Company,  occafion’d  him,  for  fome  Reafons  beff  known 
tpjiimfelf,  to  reduce  his  Society  to  their  primitive  Sta¬ 
tion,  who,  though  they  have  loll  fomething  of  their 
primitive  Glory,  yet  they  conflantly  continue  their 
'Thurf day's  Meeting,  where  any  Body  that  is  willing  to 
take  a  hearty  Sweat,  may  have  the  Pleafure  of  hearing 
many  notable  Performances  in  the  charming  Science  of 
Mufick,  and  among  the  reft,  perhaps  the  following  Song, 
very  applicable  to  their  harmonious  Confort,^/%. 

I. 

Come  all  ye  merry  Beaus  and  Blades * 

Who  Woe  the  charming  Biddle , 

Wad  airy  Jades  that  fafs  for  Maid % 
fkor  kind  be  lew  the  Middle .. 
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II. 

Upon  Thurfdays  Repair 
To  my  Palace ,  and  there 
Hobble  up  Stair  by  Stair  $ 

But  1  pray  ye  take  Care 
That  you  break  not  your  Shins  by  a  Stumble, 
And  * without  e'er  a  Soufe , 

Paid  to  me  or  my  Spoufe , 

Sit  as  Jlill  as  a  Motifs 
At  the  'Top  of  my  Houfe , 

And  there  you  Jhall  hear  hoav  *we  fumble* 

III. 

Forth 7*  Hook  black 
When  I  carry  my  Sack 
About  Streets-  at  my  Back , 

Crying  Maids  do  you  lack 
Any  Charcoal,  or  Small-Coal,  within  % 
Yet  by  Fits  and  by  Starts 
Do  I  fudy  all  Arts 
And  can  tickle  your  Hearts 
With  my  fweet  "i  enor  Parts 
Upon  Viol*  or  crack'd  Violin. 

CHORUS. 

Altho 9  difguts  d  avith  f  nutty  Looks , 

Pm  JkilPd  in  many  Trades  : 

Come  hear  me  Fiddle ,  read  ?ny  Books > 

Or  buy  my  Small  Coal?  Maids . 
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The  Second  Part.  - 

I. 


I'Ve  Thrum  the  fani  d  Corrella’s  Aires  % 
Tine  Solos  andSonnettos 
New  R iggadooons  and  Maiden  fairS) 

Rmre  j  igs  and  Minuetios* 

II. 

IVc  run  fqueaking  up 
To  the  Finger- Board  Top, 

And  from  Ela  can  drop 
Down  to  G  with  a  Swop  ; 

That  would  ravifh ye  were  you  hut  near'  ui  % 
'  And  when  cramp'd  by  hard  1  ugs 
At  our  Bottles  and  Muggs , 

Then  we  give  you  fuch  Fugs , 

That  would  far  i  le  y  cur  Lugs , 

And  amaze  any  Mafter  to  hear  us. . 

III. 

Sometimes  wince  a  Song , 

Of  an  Hour  or  two  long , 

Very  nicely  perform’d 
By  feme  Beau  that’s  fo  warn’d 
With  the  Charms  cf  his  Chloe’ > jweei  Face* 
That  he  chocfes  cut  his  Love 
Like  the  amorous  Dove  ; 

Which  the  Ladies  approve. 

And  would  gladly  remove 
All  the  Caufe  of  his  for  rowful  Cafe . 
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CHORUS. 

Altti  difgui s'  d  with  fmutty  Looks , 

Pm  JkilP d  in  many  Trades ; 


Come  hear  my  Fiddle ,  read  my  Books , 
Or  buy  my  Small-Coal ,  Maids . 


The  Third  Part. 

I. 


The?  our  reforming  pious  Age 
Does  fo  in  Grace  abound , 

And  neither  Smiles  upon  the  Stage, 

Or  Majid?  s  charming  found. 

II. 

Yet  a  Fool  may  divine 
If  his  Thoughts  are  like  mine. 

That  your  pious  Defign, 

Is  to  come  at  our  Coin : 

"Us  for  that you  dijjemble  and  wheedle » 

By  your  leave  Mafler  Cant, 

Tho'  as  grave  and  as  quaint. 

As  the  Devil  turn'd  Saint , 

It  is  Mufick  I  'Tv ant ; 

And  we  mujt  have  a  Touch  at  the  Fiddle . 

III. 


Lead  away  Mr.  Prim ;  ; 

Sir  do  you  folio  vs  hi?n: 

HovjJhe  Parts  fiweetly  Chime  ? 

Mr.  Clod  mind  your  Time  ; 

Tis  a  wonderful  Tune  tho  ids  plain : 

L  5  What 
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What  a  Cadence  is  there  ! 

JIo'TV  it  tickles  the  E(ir  ! 

Ycii  re  too  fafl  Sir,  forbear; 

We  are  all  out  I  fooear : 

Since  rt is  good)  led s  begin  it  again * 

C  H  O  R  U  'S. 

Alt  ho*  dif guid'd  with  fmutty  Looks? 
PsnJkilLd  in  many  Trades’, 


Come  hear  my  Fiddle ,  read  my  Books , 
Or  buy  my  Small-coaly  Maids, 


TH I S  ingenious  Society  of  Apollo’s  Sons,  who  for 
many  Years,  have  been  the  grand  Monopolizers 
of  thofe  fcandalous  Commodities  in  this  fighting  Age, 
<vi%.  Wit  and  Poetry,  had  firft  the  Honour  to  be  founded 
by  an  amphibeous  Mortal,  chief  Merchant  to  the 
Mufes ;  and  in  thefe  Times  of  Piracy  both  BookfeKer 
and  Printer,  who  having,  many  Years  fince,”  con¬ 
ceived  a  wonderful  Kindnefs  for  one  of  the  greafe  Fra¬ 
ternity,  then  living  at  the  end  of  Bell- Court  in  Gray’s^- 
Inn-Lane ,  where,  finding  out  the  Knack  of  humouring- 
his  Neighbour  Boca? s  Pallate,  h3.d,  by  his  culinary  Qua¬ 
lifications,  fo  highly  advanc’d  himfelf  in  the  Favour  of 
his  good  Friend,  that,  thro’  his  Advice  and  Afiiftance, 
he  remov’d  out  of  Graf  s-Inn-Lane  to  keep  a  Pudding- 
Pie  Shop  near  the  Fountain- Tavern  in  the  Strand,  en¬ 
couraged  by  an  Afiurance  that  Bocai  and  his  Friends 
would  come  every  Week  to  ftorm  the  crufty  Walls  of 
his  Mutton-Pies ,  and  make  a  Confumption  of  his  Cufiards » 
About  this  Time  Bocai ,  who  had  always  a  fiharp  Eye 
towards  his  own  Intereft,  having  riggled  himfelf  into 
the  Company  of  a  Parcel  of  poetical  young  Sprigs,  who 
had  juft  wean’d  themfelves  of  their  Mother  Univerfity, 

and 
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and  by  their  prolifick  Parts  and  promifing  Endowments51 
had  made  themfelves  the  Favourites  of  the  late  boun¬ 
tiful  Mecanasi  who  had  generoufty  premis’d  to  be  an 
indulgent  Father  to  the  rhiming  Brotherhood,  who  had. 
united  themfelves  in  Friendfhip,  but  were  as  yet  unpro¬ 
vided  for  ;  fo  that  now,  between  their  Youth  and  the 
Narrownefs  of  their  Fortunes,  being  juft  in  the  Zenith 
of  their  poetic  Fury,  Bocal  had  a  fairProfpe£t  of  feather¬ 
ing  his  Neft,  by  his  new  profitable  Chaps,  who  having 
more  Wit  than  Experience,  put  but  a  (lender  Value,  a* 
yet,  upon  their  maiden  Performances.  Beftdes,  the  hap¬ 
py  Acquaintance  of  thefe  Sons  of  Parnajfus  gave  him  a 
lucky  Opportunity  of  promoting  the  Intereft  of  his  be¬ 
loved  Engineer,  fo  (kill’d  in  the  Fortification  of  Cheefe - 
Cakes ,  Pies,  and  Cujlards ;  fo  that  Bocal,  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  his  new  Set  of  Authors,  invited  them  to 
a  Collation  of  Oven-Trumpery  at  his  Friend’s  Houfe* 
where  they  were  nobly  entertain’d  with  as  curious  a 
Batch  of  paftry  Delicacies  as  ever  were  feen  at  the  wind¬ 
ing  up  of  a  Lord  Mayor’s  Feaft  upon  the  Day  of  his 
Triumphs,  that  there  was  not  a  mathematical  Figure 
in  all  Euclid* s  Elements,  but  what  was  prefented  to  the 
Table  in  bak’d  Wares,  whofe  Cavities  were  fill’d  with, 
fine  eatable  Varieties,  fit  for  Gods  or  Poets.  This  pro¬ 
cur’d  the  Cook  fuch  a  mighty  Reputation  among  his 
new  rhiming  Cuftomers,  that  they  thought  it  a.  Scandal 
to  the  Mules  that  fo  heavenly  a  Banquet  fhould  go  un¬ 
tag ’d  with  Poetry,  where  the  ornamental  Folds  of  every 
lufeious  Cheefe-Cake ,  and  the  artful  Walls  of  every 
golden  Cufiardy  defend'd  to  be  immortaliz’d  ;  they 
could  therefore  fcarce  demolifh  the  embeliifhed  Cover¬ 
ing  of  a  Pidgecn-Pie  without  a  Diftich  ;  or  break  thro* 
the  fundry  Tunicks  of  a  PufF-Pafte  Apple-Part,  without 
a  (mart  Epigram  upon  the  glorious  Occafion.  Bo  cat 
wifely  obferving  the  good  Effects  of  this  Paftry  Enter¬ 
tainment,  and  Ending  that  Pies  to-  Poets  were  as  agree¬ 
able  Food,  as  Ambrofia  to  the  Gods,  very  cunningly 
propofed  their  weekly  Meeting  at  the  fame  Place  ;  and 
that  himfelf  would  be  obliged  to  continue  the  like  Feaft 

every 
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every  Club-Day,  provided  they  would  do  him  the  Ho* 
nour  to  let  him  have  the  Refufal  of  all  their  juvenile 
Produfis,  which  generous  Propofal  was  very  readily 
agreed  to  by  the  whole  poetick  Clan  ;  and  the  Cook’s 
Name  being  Ghrijlopher ,  for  Brevity  call’d  Kit ,  and  his 
Sign  being  th eCat  an&Fiddle,  they  very  merrily  derived  a  • 
quaint  Denomination  from  Pufs  and  her  Maker,  and 
from  thence  call’d  themfelves  The  Kit-Cat  Club.  And 
Bocai,  in  refpeft  that  he  was  Donor  of  the  Feak,  and 
Promoter  of  this  newFuddinn-Pie  Ekablilhment,  had  the 
Honour  to  be  choien  Chairman  of  the  Society ;  to 
which  prefiding  Authority,  as  mod  believe,  he  owes 
the  Statelinefs  of  his  Brow,  and  the  Haughtinefs  of  his 
Temper.  When  Bocai  had  thus  far  been  fuccefsful  in 
his  new  Molition,  he  had  now  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but 
to  lay  frefh  Foundations  for  his  young  Artificers  to  build 
upon,  and  never  to  come  empty,  without  fome  Projedl 
in  his  Plead,  that  might  have  a  probable  Tendency  to 
his  own  Profit.  Now,  every  Week  the  likening  Town 
was  charm’d  with  fome  wonderful  OfF-fpring  of  their 
teeming  Noddles ;  and  the  Fame  of  Kit-Cat  began  to 
extend  itfelf  to  the  utmek  Limits  of  our  learned  Metro¬ 
polis  :  Not  a  Court  Countefs  could  compalfionate  her 
Lover  with  the  tendered  of  her  Favours ;  the  young 
buxom  Wife  of  an  old  impotent  Alderman,  be  beholden 
to  a  Courtier  to  make  her  fenfible  of  the  Difference  be¬ 
tween  a  krenuous  Sportfman  and  a  crazy  Fumbler  ;  a. 
gouty  Lord  feledi  a  jilting  Mikrefs  from  that  fruitful 
Nurfery  the  Theatre  ;  or  a  noted  Beau  be  cheated 
of  an  hundred  Guineas  for  a  fecond-hand  Maidenhead, 
but  prefently  the  pleafmg  Adventure  was  mod  notably 
handled  by  the  Kit-Cat  Bards,  and  fung  down  to  Poke- 
rity  ;  nor  indeed  could  a  great  Man  die,  whofe  Memo¬ 
ry  was  worth  an  Elegy,  but  they  would  find  a  Way  to 
add  ten  Guineas  to  his  funeral  Charges ;  or  a  Man  of 
Plonour  marry  a  celebrated  Beauty,  or  a  great  Fortune* 
but  they  would  draw  him  in,  with  a  charming  Epiibala -- 
miumy  to  pay  them  Socket-Money. 

Let 
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Let  them  fend  their  Wits  a  Wool-gathering  as  them- 
felves  thought  fit,  Bacai  having  already  tailed  of  the  fweet 
Fruits  of  their  early  Labours,  was  refolved  to  venture  at 
all,  giving  little  elfe  but  Pies  for  Poetry,  well  confidering 
he  had  this  Advantage,  that  what  the  Publisher  return’d,, 
his  Friend  the  Pailry-Cook  took  off  his  Hands  at  a 
better  Price  than  the  Trunk-maker;  fo  that  the  poeti¬ 
cal  Fraternity  had  moil  of  their  Pies  bottomed  with  their 
own  Excrement,  which  proved  fo  coniiderable  an  Ad- 
vantaee  to  all  chance  Cuilomers,  that  whoever  came  in 

o 

for  aTwo-pennyTart,  was  affured  to  have  aPenny-worth 
of  Wit,  or  at  leail  Poetry  given  into  the  Bargain,  that 
when  they  had  empty’d  the  Shell,  they  might  have 
taught  their  Children  to  read  upon  the  bottom  Crud* 
as  well  as  a  Horn-book  :  Among  the  reft  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Pieces  that  ow’d  their  Original  to  this  Witty 
Society,  that  mod  accurate  Banter  upon  the  Hind  and 
Panther ,  called  the  City  Moufe  and  the  Country  Moufe, 
from  thence  hole  into  the  World,  and  knaw’d  fuch  an 
ugly  Hole  in  Poet  Bays  his  Jacket,  that  it  could  never 
be  mended  without  a  Patch,  as  fcandalous  as  the  Flaw 
the  unlucky  Mice  had  made  in  it.  This  fortunate  OfF- 
fpring,  the  Reverfe  of  the  fable  Mountain,  tho’  it  only 
promifed  a  Moufe,  it  produced  a  Monfler,  which  was  fo 
wonderfully  admired  by  the  whole  Town,  that  a  Man 
had  no  Title  to  open  his  Mouth  in  Company  for  the 
Space  of  fix  Months  after  the  Publication,  if  he  could 
not  demonflrate  bv  fame  foecial  Obfervation,  that  he 
had  bled  his  Eyes  with  a  Sight  of  the  Prodigy  ;  nothing- 
but  Moufe,  Moufe ,  was  crept  into  every  Body’s  Mouth* 
and  theTowr’ing  Monuments  of  Praife,  which  Mr.  Bays 
thought  he  had  fo  firmly  erefted  upon  a  lading  Founda¬ 
tion,  were  at  once  in  Danger  of  being  undermin’d  by 
thefe  dimini tive  Bacon  eating  Brethren,  who  were  for¬ 
midably  font  forth  in  Battle  Array  to  attack  his  Hind 
and  Panther.  This  fuccefsful  Flirt  was  fo  well  tim’d, 
wittily  penn’d,  and  met  with  fo  kind  a  Reception  from 
all  the  Protedant  Readers,  that  the  Fame  of  the  Kit- 
Cats  now  fpread  it  felf  univerfally,  though,  through  the 

Judgment 
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Judgment  of  the  Public  who  are  apt  to  be  miffaken,  he* 
that  had  the  leail  Share  in  the  Work,  had  the  moil  of 
the  Reputation,  and  in  a  littleTime  after  by  the  Favour 
of  their  Meccenas  was  Tingled  out  from  the  refl  of  the 
Herd,  either  as  the  beft  quallify’d  for  fome  peculiar 
Purpofes,  or  the  moll  deferring  of  his  Lordfhip’s  Pro¬ 
motion,  which  of  the  two  is  fome  thin  2;  difficult  to  de- 
termine :  But  fo  it  happen’d,  that  one  Moufe  run  away 
with  all  the  Bacon,  whilxl  the  other  got  nothing  but  the 
empty  Cubboard,  upon  which  Occafion,  the  refl;  of  the 
Kit-Cat  Members,  in  a  merry  Mood,,  fcribbled  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Epigrams,  viz* 

A  London  Sheriff  kept  fo  poor  a  Houfe 
His  empty  Cubboard  flared  a  hungry  Moufe  , 

But  kind  Mecx-nas  by  two  Mice  addref, 

A  ho  he  far'd  d  one ,  he.  did  the  other  feaf* 

Another  upon  the  fame; 

Great  Men  like  Fortune  do  their  Gifts  impart 
T ?  gratify  themfelves ,  7iot  cur  Defert : 

Why ,  then,  my  Friend,  art  ihou  difcountenandd  ? 

Fo  fee  lefs  Merit  for  thy  Wit  advanced? 

The  Roman  Poet  did  the  Lines  cievife. 

But  he  that  foie  the  Fa?ne,  obtain  d  the  Prize* 

A  Third  upon  the  fame. 

Since  one  indufirious  Moufe  took  all  the  Pains , 

Mis  hard  the  other  Jhould  ingrofs  the  Gains  : 

But  Jmooth  Tongii  d  Confidence  will  fill  prevail* 

When  Wit ,  eclipsed  with  Modcfy, jh  all  fail* 
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A  Fourth  upon  the  fame. 

9Tis  hard  that  cne  Moufe  fiould  he  made  a  Rat, 

Feed  ore  whole  Flitches ,  and  on  Cheefe  of  Chelhire^ 

Whilft  /’ 'other ,  who  defemves  to  Is  as  fat , 

Shall  he  denfd  the  Comfort  of  a  Rajher ; 

But  maftijf  Poets  oft  are  doom'd  to  Starve, 

Whilft  Lap-dog  Wits  are  hug'd,  who  lefs  deferve . 

About  the  fame  Time  thatoneof  the  celebratedMice 
was  happily  crept  into  the  High-Road  of  Preferment, 
here,  at  Home,  another  ot  the  witty  Triumvirat,  who 

had  the  Honour  to  be  called  my  Lord  D> - — j  Boys, 

was  put  in  a  fair  Way  to  make  his  Fortune  abroad  ; 
fo  that  the  Third,  who  had  given  much  better  Tedi- 
monies  of  his  Wit,  than  any  of  them,  was  the  only 
growing  Genius  of  the  Three  that  was  left  unprovid¬ 
ed  for ;  however,  the  Club  being  fam’d  for  the  many 
fmart  Poems,  and  accurate  Productions  they  had  fent 
into  the  World,  and  having  ufurp’d  the  Bays  from  all 
the  Town,  they  had  by  this  Time  rais’d  themfelves 
to  fuch  a  Pitch  of  Reputation,  that  many  of  the  Quality 
grew  fond  of  iharing  the  everlading  Honour  that  was 
likely  to  crown  the  poetical  Society,  infomuch  that  fe- 
veral  great  Perfons  delired  to-  be  admitted  Members  of 
the  rhiming  Community,  fomein  Hopes  to  be  accounted 
Writs ;  and  others  to  avoid  the  very  oppofite  Imputa¬ 
tion  ;  fo  that,  by  the  Majority  of  the  Members,  it  was 
now  thought  high  Time  to  move  out  of  the  Scent  of 
the  Oven  in  hot  Weather,  and  to  adjourn  their  Club 
to  the  Fountain  Tavern,,  it  being  wifely  agreed  by  the 
whole  Board,  that  a  noble  Cellar  of  Wine  was  a  better 
Foundation  for  a  Society  of  Wits  to  eredt  their  Pyrainids 
et  Fame  upon,  than  the  Arch  of  an  Oven,  whofe  vo¬ 
racious  Mouth  had  fwallow’d  fo  many  Reams  of  their 
inchanting  Labours.  But  notwithdanding  they  had  thus 
determin’d  to  withdraw  the  Mufes  from  the  purring 

Mudciati 
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Mufician,  and  her  dancing  Mice,  from  whence  it  is 
prefum’d  the  poetical  Partners  had  borrow’d  the  lucky 
Title  of  jthat  celebrated  Piece  that  had  fo  redown’d 
to  their  Credit,  yet,  in  Honour  to  Bocai,  they  were 
dill  refolved  to  thankfully  accept  of  this  weekly  Banquet, 
and  to  continue  him  in  the  Pod,  which  they  had  ob- 
ferved  he  was  fo  proud  of ;  fo  that  though  they  chang’d 
their  Refidence,  they  predrved  their  Cudoms,  and  be¬ 
ing  now  ftrengtheii’d  by  the  aweful  Prefence  of  Rip-ht 
Honourable  Wits,  and  other  wealthy  Pretenders,  who, 
tho*  not  qualify’ d  to  be  Poets,  they  were  rich  enough 
to  be  Patrons,  and  ready  with  an  open  Hand  to  befpeak 
the  Honour  of  the  next  Battering  Dedication,  they  be¬ 
gan  to  fet  themfelves  up  for  Apollo* s  Court  of  judicature, 
where  every  Author’s  Performance  from  the  Stage-Poet 
to  Garret-Drug,  was  to  be  read,  try’d,  applauded,  or 
condemn’d  according  to  the  new  Sydem  of  Revolution 
Principles,  of  which,  like  zealous  Subjects,  they  have 
been  always  vloleift  AfTerters.  Upon  the  additional  Im¬ 
provement  of  this  High  Court  of  Wit,  compos’d  of 
Patrons,  Criticks,  great  Lords  and  Poets,  Bocal ,  who 
had  dill  the  Honour  of  the  Chair,  thought  it  now  high 
Time  to  look  about  him,  and  to  charge  his  Blunderbufs 
with  that  neceffary  Confidence,  that  might  propagate 
his  Intered  among  great  Men,  and  make  him  a  fit  Af- 
fociate  for  thofe  honourable  Dons,  who  had  favour’d 
the  Club  with  their  magnificent  Appearances ;  fo  that 
though  he  had  no  Title  to  fet  himfelf  up  for  a  Wit, 
yet  he  had  found  by  others,  that  if  he  did  but  varnifh 
over  his  natural  Endowments  with  a  little  fawning 

_ _ _  O 

Conformity,  and  anoint  the  Tip  of  his  Tongue  with  a 
due  Quantity  of  lrijh  Pomatum ,  he  might  ingratiate 
himfelf  as  well  in  the  Favour  of  the  high  and  dately, 
tvs  thofe  Wits  who  had  the  Knack  of  blinding  their 
Betters  with  the  Afhes  of  the  old  Poets,  and  topping 
falfe  Quotations  out  of  defund:  Authors,  to  judify  their 
own  Errors.  By  this  Sort  of  Condud:  Bocai  made  a 
very  good  Shift  to  get  more  by  his  Bookfelling,  than  his 
Authors  did  by  their  Wit,  and  what  was  wanting  to 

n.cke 
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make  his  Company  delightful,  he  was  careful  to  fupply 
with  Cringe,  Confidence  and  Cunning,  fo  that  he  daily 
gained  Ground  in  Relpetft  to  his  Interelt,  and  was 
Taught,  in  a  little  Time,  by  the  great  Example  of  his 
honourable  Cuftomers,  to  exa<ft  as  much  Refpedt  from 
his  own  Shop  Fraternity,  as  he  was  forced  to  pay  to  his 
Betters :  That  though  he  looked  but  like  a  Bookfelier 
feated  among  Lords,  yet,  mice  mer/a,  he  behaved  himfelf 
like  a  Lord  when  he  came  among  Bookfellers.  When 
their  Pve  Feaft  was  over,  and  they  had  done  commend¬ 
ing  of  the  Rofe  Water  Codiin-Tarts  for  their  Heliico- 
Flavour,  it  was  the  Drawers  next  Bufinefs  to  clear  the 
Board,  bring  every  Man  his  Bottle  and  a  clean  Glafs, 
and  then  the  Wits,  according  to  Cuflom,  for  the  Di- 
verfion  of  the  reft,  would  be  fb  liberal  of  their  Ta¬ 
lents,  that  not  a  Roman  Author,  or  a  mouldy  Worthy, 
could  reft  in  their  Graves  for  two  Hours,  but  mull  be 
box’d  about  the  Board,  till  every  one  had  run  over 
his  whole  Catalogue  of  dead  Bards  and  Emperors,  to 
fhew  his  Learning  in  remote  Antiquities,  neglecting  all 
Forefight  to  talk  of  Things  paft,  as  if,  like  Crabs,  they 
had  got  a  Faculty  of  running  backwards.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  could  not  be  nam’d  without  a  Scipio  to 
confront  him,  nor  Prince  Eugene  mentioned  without  a 
Hannibal  to  oppofe  his  Chara£ter,  Ben  John/on ,  Shake/ 
pear  or  Dry  den,  remember’d  without  fuch  a  contemp¬ 
tible  Pifh,  as  if  they  were  only  fit  to  write  Stage  Speeches 
for  a  Mountebank's  Orators,  or  Ballads  for  Pye-Corner, 
yet  their  own  Works  fometimes  fhould  be  blufhingly 
repeated,  that  they  might  have  a  friendly  Opportunity 
of  tickling  each  other  with  reciprocal  Flattery,  and  put 
that  Policy  in  Pra&ife ;  fo  much  in  Vogue  among  fcabby 
Friends,  mix.  77/  /cratch'  yore-,  do  you  /cratch  me .  In 
thefe  Sort  of  learned  Recreations  that  exercife  the  Mind 
jnftead  of  the  Body,  the  Kit-Cat  Wits  us’d  to  wafte 
their  Hours,  whilft  the  reft  of  their  Members,  who, 
perhaps,  were  not  bleft  with  fo  prolific  a  Genius, 
would  manifeft  bv  their  Liberality,  when  the  Reckon- 
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ing  came  to  be  paid,  the  Satisfaction  they  had  found 
in  the  witty  Difcourfes  of  their  wifer  Brethren.  Thus 
honed:  j Boeai,  and  his  fruitful  Semenary  of  tranfcendant 
Wits,  eftablifh’d  and  continu’d  their  Kit-Cat  Club  for 
a  Succeffion  of  Years,  till  at  lafl  burnt  out  of  their  dear 
ParnaJJus ,  where  they  had  long  been  fettled,  and  frnce 
they  happened  to  be  dethroned  by  this  furpri'zing  Mif- 
fortune:  Whether  their  Joint  Wifdoms  have  thought 
it  confident  with  their  inralliable  Prudence  to  remove 
nearer  to,  or  rather  from  the  old  Kit-Cat  Oven,  I  can¬ 
not  as  yet  determine,  but  inflead  of  a  further  Account, 
fhall,  according  to  the  Method  I  have  hitherto  obferv’d, 
conclude  the  Chapter  with  a  Poem. 

Bright  Phoebus,  Parent  of  the  tuneful  Quire,  • 

Po  whofe  kind  Rays  the  Mujes  owe  their  Fire , 

Shall  now  no  more  in  mournful  Days  complain , 

Phat  Britifh  Dulnefs  clouds  the  Monarchs  Reign 9 
Since  Kit  Cat  Wits  thy  ancient  c title  own, 

Support  thy  Glory  and  ajjert  thy  cl  hr  one ; 

Great  as  Apollo’s  Court ,  the  Brethren fit. 

Claiming  a  Pow'rfrom  thee  to  judge  the  Wit  J 
Nor  will  their  jundio  let  unpolifh' d  Swains, 

Prophane  thy  Altars  with  their  croakingS trains  ; 

But  damn  the  Drofs ,  will  let  no  Counters  pafs, 

! That  are  not  of  their  own  Corinthian  Brafs, 

So  Princes ,  who  the  Right  of  Coinage  claim , 

Punijb  the  Slave  that  dare  to  do  the.  j'ame , 

Drag  the  poor  Pray  tor  to  his  farewell  Pray  rs. 

And  hang  him ,  tbcl  his  Coin’s  as  good  as  theirs t 

Supreme  in  Fancy ,  tow’ ring  in  Conceit, 

Phe  team’d  Cabal  o'er  Shoals  of  CufarJs  meet , 

Mix'd  here  and  there  with  fellies  and  with  Farts*, 
Set  of' with  all  Kits  Culinary  Arts . 

In  lufeious  Piles  the  charming  Dainties  f  and 
As  if  compos' d  by  fome  nice  Ladies  Hand', 


One 
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One  on  his  Plate  does  half  a  Cheefe-Cake  lay , 

Oder  which  he  fangs  tht  Praife  of  Curds  and  IV hey, 
hike, a  great  School-Boy  reds  the  child jh-FoGd, 

And freaking  of  his  'Belly  /wears  9 tis  good. 

The  next ,  to  fotiate  his  luxuriant  Guft , 

Attacks  a  Pidgeon  for i iff  d  with  Crufi , 

Breaks  down  the  Walls ,  and.  docs  mofi  proudly  fay , 
Thus  did  the  Briti/h  Heroes  take  Tournay. 

A  third \  to fiveeily  footh  his  craving  Youth , 

Ladles  down  Cufiard  to  delight  his  Tooth ; 

By  Hit’s  Amir  of  a  does  his  Fancy  lime. 

And  hopes  to  grow  more  Wife  by  dint  of  Spoon. 

On  a  Blind d  Pie  a  fourth  {with  Fury  falls. 

Compares  it  to  that  fiani  d Efcurial  Pauls ; 

That  Nook,  fays  he,  which  does  this  way  extend. 
Refembles  very  much  the  Wedern-End  ; 

This  the  North  Porch,  and  that  the  fide  that’s  South* 
Then  claps  at  once  the  Chancel  in  his  'Month  ; 

Grinds  down  the  Walls ,  does  in  a  Paffon  cry , 

1  hus  dial!  the  Low-Church  Triumph  o’er  the  High* 

A fifth  with  Jelly  fiwells  his  youthful  Veins  > 

Pleafes  his  Palate ,  and  recruits  his  Reins  : 

Then  fired  with  Lufi  he  fir  etches  on  his  Chair , 

Crys ,  My  dear  Che,  O !  ye  Charming  Fair  : 

Yvhat  Mortal  can  thy  powerful  Darts  withftandf 
My  Che  ihall  have  all  at  fecond  Hand. 

A  fixth  upon  the  Pile  a  Sally  makes , 

And  on  his  Plate  a  Currant-Tart  he  takes . 

In  powerful  Words  that  do  the  Subjett  jute , 

Admires  the  Flavour ,  and  extolls  the  Fruit ; 

To  fhew.  his  Ideal  affirms  the  gr at efiul  Juice , 

Excels  the  W we  that  Gallia’s  Grapes  produce  t 
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With  a  much  richer  Colour  tempts  the  Eye , 

And Jlains  the  Palate  with  a  nobler  Die, 

Altho ’  his  Confcience  tells  him  ’tis  a  L - 

Bocai,  the  generous  Mafler  of  the  Treat, 

Not  fx’d  to  one,  picks  here  and  there  a  Bit  : 

But  left  the  female  Food,  jo  fweet  and fine. 

Should  rob  hi?n  of  the  Flavour  of  his  Wine , 

A  Mutton-Pye  well ' fedfon d  is  the  lafi 
BaF d  Toy  he  chufes  to  reflore  his  Tape. 

For  kind  Bocai,  tho’  novo  he’s  paft  bis  Prime  % 

Has  been  an  old  Sheep-biter  in  his  Time  : 

Not  only  in  the  gainful  Skins  a  DeaLr 9 
But  of  the  Flejh  has  been  a  Fellow-Feeler . 

Thus  once  a  Week  the  great  Divan  of  Wits 
Infpire  their  Fancies  with  their  dainty  Bits : 

Why  not  fince  we  in  facred  Story  find 
That  one  fair  Apple  firji  inforni  d  Mankind: 

Why  then  mayn  t  modern  Poets  grow  more  Wife 
JBy  the  Rich  Tafie  of  Kit-Cat’s  Apple-Pies  t 
One  Cup  of  Helicon  the  Bards  allow, 

Tho ’  Drank  by  Coridon  that  hands  the  Plow , 

Will  breed  poetick  Maggots  in  his  Head, 

And  make  the  new  rais’d  Booby  write  like  Mad : 
cj  here  fore  fince  Juch firangeV irtues  have  barren  Ground \ 
Who  knows  but  Kit-Cat’s  Halliconion  Tarts , 

In  Time,  may  make  a  Dunce  a  Man  of  Parts . 

Feed  on  luxurious  Heroes  of  the  Pen ; 

Poets,  tho ’  next  to  Gods,  may  eat  like  Men  : 

Some  think  the  Pace  Divine,  fo  Wife  and  Good. 

Owe  all  their  Knowledge  to  their  heavnly  Food,  - 
And  that  if  we,  who  move  beneath  the  Skies, 

Could  once  to  Nedlor  and  A  mb  rod  a  rife  : 

One  Meal,  from  Death  our  fading  Limbs  would  free. 
And  give  us  Mortals  Immortality , 
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Who  knows  but  Kit-Cat  Pies  may  do  as  swell. 

By  them  already  you  in  Wit  ex  cell ; 

Triumph  like  Monarc hs  o'er  the  rhyming  Crowd, 
Who  tug  like  Slaves  to  Jing  your  Fame  aloud. 

Attend  your  Levies,  dread  your  awful  Pow9r, 
Scribble  beneath,  whilf  you  have  leave  to  tone  r. 
And  proudly  have  ufurp' d  from  all  the  Town 
The  very  Right  of  Scandal  and  Lampoon: 

So  Tyrants,  when  they9 re  too  puifant  made , 

Are  not  alone  content  to  be  obey'd. 

But  will  their  Subj  Tls  Properties  invade . 

Go  on  great  Wits,  free  from  the  Kit-Cat  Board, 
A  Poet  has  been  made  a,  mighty  Lord, 

An  Honour  to  the  pregnant  Sons  of  Rhyme, 

Scarce  knows  before  in  any  A°e  of  l  i me  : 

Who  knows  but  by  the  Dint  of  Kit-  CM  spies. 

You  may.  Per  long,  to  Gods  or  Mcnarchs  rife ; 

T hen Jh  all  your  Fame  thro 9  all  the  World  dfperfe,  ^ 
Your  own  hard  d  Pens  your  mighty  Deeds  rehearje  > 
And  v:e  your  Subjects  glory  in  your  Verfe,  3 
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AS  refin’d  Wits  of  the  Kit  -Cat  Club  ufed  to  feed 
their  Fancies  with  female  Dainties  in  Refpedt  to 
the  Mufes,  who  are  always  faid  to  be  of  the  feminine 
Gender,  fo  the  Mafculine  Worthies  of  the  Beef  Stake 
Club  having  more  Regard  to  the  Strength  of  Body  than 
the  Activity  of  the  Mind,  chofe  a  more  fubftantial  Food 
that  might  coroborate  their  Limbs,  and  recommend 
them  the  better  to  another  Sort  of  Ladies,  who  prefer 
Mars's  Truncheon  to  Apollo9 s  Harp,  and  who  rather 
have  their  Charms  commended  by  the  convincing 
of  a  ftrenous  Lover,  than  by  the  fulfome 

Praifes 
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Praifes  of  the  bell  Poet  in  Chridendom.  As  the  gene¬ 
rous  Mailer  of  a  plentious  Table  would  rather  fee  his 
Friends  give  a  real  Approbation  of  the  Food  he  has  pro¬ 
vided  by  their  eating  heartily,  then  for  a  puny  Gued  to 
extoll  in  Words  what  his  pidling  fhews  he  has  but  little 
Fancy  for.  This  new  Society  or  grilliado’d  Beef-Eaters 
firft  fettled  their  Meeting  at  the  Sign  of  the  imperial 
Phiz,  juft  oppofite  to  a  famous  Conventicle,  in  the 
Old  Jury,  a  publick  Houfe,  that  has  been  long  emi¬ 
nent  for  the  true  Bntilh  Quinteffence  of  Malt  and 
Hops,  and  a  broil’d  Sliver  off  the  juicy  Rump  of  a 
Fat  well  fed  Bullock,  where  brawny  Wine-Porters,  and 
ftiirdy  Carmen,  ufed  to  drengthen  their  Backs  with  full 
Winchejiers  of  powerful  Two  Threads,  and  delicious 
Slices  of  the  bell  Trainband  Food,  fwimming  in  its  own 
Gravey.  This  noted  Boozing-Ken,  above  all  others" 
in  the  City,  was  chofen  out  by  the  Rump-Stake  Ad¬ 
mirers,  as  *he  fitted  Manfion  to  entertain  the  Society, 
arid  to  gratify  their  Appetites  with  that  particular  Dainty 
they  aefired  to  be  diftingriifhed  by.  Ho  fooner  had  they 
fix’d  the  Preliminaries  of  their  Club,  but  the  Affembly 
met  at  the  Place  appointed,  that,  according  to  the  Cuff 
tom  of  fuch  worthy  Societies,  they  might  chufe  their 
Chair-Man,  and  eftablilh  a  new  Projefi  upon  a  Ming 
Foundation,  accordingly,  for  a  Prolocutor,  they  chofe 
an  Irifh  Comedian,  mod  wifely  conndering  that  Bog-Land 
Bulls  over  Beef  Stakes  were  the  mod  agreeable  jeds  to 
add  a  Relifih  to  their  Food  5  and  that  the  Wit  of  a  Bull, 


when  they  were  knuckle  deep  in  the  Gravey  of  a  Bul¬ 
lock’s  Rump,  might  prove  fuch  fine,  thin,  airy  Sauce 
to  their  grofs  Banquet,  as  might  help  Digedion,  and 
propagate  Laughter,  like  a  Midwife’s  Tale  at  a  Goff 

fiping. 

No  fooner  had  they  confirm’d  their  Hibernian  MI- 
mick  in  his  honouable  Pod,  but  to  diftinguifih  him  from 
the  red,  they  made  him  a  Knight  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  hung  a  diver  Gridiron  about  his  Neck,  as  a  Badge 
of  the  Dignity  they  had  conferr’ft  upon  him,  that  when 

he 
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he  lung  Pretty  Parrot,  he  might  thrum  upon  the  Bars 
of  his  new  Inllrument,  and  mimick  a  haughty  Spaniard 
feranading  his  Donna  with  Gitter  and  Madrigal.  The 
Zany,  as  proud  of  his  new  Fangle,  as  a  German  Moun¬ 
tebank  of  a  Pri lie’s  Medal :  When  he  was  thus  digni- 
fv’d  and  didinguifhed  with  his  culinary  Symbol  hanging 
before  his  Bread,  took  the  highefl  Pod  of  Honour, 
as  his  Place  at  the  Board,  where,  as  loon  as  feated, 
there  was  not  a  Bar  in  the  iilver  Kitchen-duff  that'  the 
Society  had  prefen  ted  him  with,  but  was  prefently  han- 
fel’d  with  a  theatrical  Pun,  or  an  Irijh  Witticifm:  Nor 
could  a  Jack-a-napes  play  fo  many  Tricks  with  his 
Chain,  as  the  merry  Prelldent  of  the  new  Divan  did  with 
his  Honourable  Bauble,  and  by  the  dextrous  ufe  of  his 
Screwtore-Kev  upon  the  iilver  Strings  of  his  new  fa{hi- 
Trned  Theorbo,  would  tinkle  forth  fuch  Harmony,  that 
far  exceeded  the  Mufick  of  a  Black-Bird,  when  he 
wets  his  Bill  along  the  Wires  of  his  Cage.  Now  the 
Worfhippers  of,  the  Rump  having  fix’d  their  Club  in  a 
regular  Decorum,  according  to  the  Scheme  their  Lea¬ 
ders  had  projected,  Orders  were  difpatched  to  theSuper- 
intendant  of  the  Kitchen,  to  provide  feveral  nice  Speci¬ 
mens  of  their  Beef-Stake  Cookery,  feme  with  the  Fla¬ 
vour  of  a  Sallet  or  Onion;  fome  broiled,  fome  fried, 
fome  Hewed,  fome  toafted,  and  others  roafted,  that  every 
judicious  Member  of  the  new  erebted  Club,  might  ap¬ 
peal  to  his  Palate,  and  from  thence  determine,  whether 
the  Houle  they  had  chofen  for  their  Rendezvouz  truly 
deferv’d  that  public  Fame  for  their  inimitable  Manage¬ 
ment  of  a  Bovinary-Silver,  which  the  World  had  given 
them.  No  fooner  were  their  true  Englijh  Delicacies,  fo 
pleadingly  diverfify’d  by  the  feveral  Ways  of  DrelTing, 
brought  up  to  the  Table,  but  every  ones  brown  Mels 
was  tofs’d  up  fo  favourly,  done  fo  exablly,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  Direbbon,  fo  carefully  feafon’d  to  every  Bodies 
Tooth,  that,  when  their  charm’d  Appetites  gave  their 
Tongues  a  little  Leifure,  there  was  nothing  heard  for 
an  Hour  together,  but  fuch  pathetic  Speeches  upon  the 

glorious 
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glorious  Occafion,  as  if  they  were  pra&ihng  o’er  their 
Rump-Stakes  that  they  might  know  the  better  how 
to  prattle  in  a  rum  Senate,  in  Cafe  feme  unexpected 
Change  fhould  give  them  the  Opportunity.  When  they 
had  moderately  fupply’d  their  Beef  Stomachs,  thev 
were  all  highly  fatisfy’d  with  the  Choice  they  had 
made,  and  from  that  Time  refolved  to  repeat  their 
Meeting  once  in  a  Week  at  the  fame  Place,  and  to  fet 
thernfelves  up  in  direCt  Oppofition  to  the  Kit-Cat  Club, 
that  the  Members  thereof  might  learn  to  know  that  fub- 
Itancial  Beef,  was  as  prolific  Food  for  a  true  Englijh  Wit, 
as  Pies  and  Cuflards  for  a  Kit-Cat  Beau,  or  Bonni-clab- 
ber  and  Potatoes  for  an  Irifh  Poet. 

Beinp*  thus  fettled  to  their  Minds,  the  next  Time  of 
their  Meeting,  they  began  to  mend  their  Comditution, 
and  to  add  feveral  By-Laws  for  the  better  Regulation  of 
their  new  little  Common  wealth,  and  for  the  further 
Encouragement  of  Wit  and  Pleafantry  throughout  the 
whole  Society :  As  for  Inftance,  their  Chairman  they 
r  o  w  honoured  with  the  Title  of  Secretary,  and  ordered 
him  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Affembly,  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  very  voluminous  Paper-Book,  about  as  thick  as  a 
Bail  of  Dutch  Linnen,  into  which  was  to  be  entered 
every  witty  Saying  that  fhould  be  fpoke  in  the  Society, 
the  Name  of  the  Member  to  whom  the  Honour  was  due, 
the  Day  of  the  Month,  and  the  Date  of  the  Lord,  that 
any  of  the  Society,  by  a  future  RetrofpeCtion,  might 
prefently  inform  thernfelves  what  Time  of  the  Moon, 
or  Seafon  of  the  Year,  they  us’d  to  be  moil  witty  in, 
and  for  every  fuch  Entry  a  certain  Fee  was  to  be  paid 
to  the  Secretary,  that  the  Perquiiites  of  his  Place  might 
keep  his  Grid-Iron  bright,  make  his  Honour  amends 
for  the  Lofs  of  his  Time,  and  defray  the  growing  Charge 
of  Pen,  Ink,  and  Paper,  which  were  always  ready  upon 
a  Side-Board  Table,  that  if  any  muftng  Member  fhould 
want  to  unburthen  his  Brains  of  a  hidden  Flight,  he 
might  prefently  hep  up  and  communicate  the  darling 
Prodigy  to  the  Bpard,  by  Pen  and  Paper.  But  not- 

withilanding 


wlthftanding  their  fmcere  Defignof  prefenting  the  Woild 
with  a  new  Cabinet ‘of  choice  Bulk,  Puns,  and  WittR 
cifins,  as  Toon  as  they  had  filled  their  voluminous  Regi¬ 
ster  with  Minutes  and  Memorandums  of  their  pregnant 
Ingenuity,  yet  it  has  fo  fallen  out,  notwithstanding  the 
Affiftance  of  Rump-Gravy,  that  they  have  not  as  yet 
Til’d  up  the  frit  Page  ;  but  however,  if  the  Public  will 
have  Patience  'till  their  Volume  is  compieated,  they  will 
certainly  be  enrich’d  with  the  inimitable  Treafury  : 
For  the  Grafs-Inn  Ingroffer  of  all  modern  Wit,  has  let 
up  a  Printing  Ffoufe  on  Purpofe  to  carry  on  the  great 
W ork,  in  which  the  Club  are  fo  very  careful,  that 
nothing  will  be  introduc’d,  but  what  fhall  be  truly 
worthy  of  Poitefity’s  Admiration,  fo  that  every  nota¬ 
ble  Flirt,  Flight,  Diftick,  or  Epigram  that  is  offered 
to  the  Board  by  its  fond  Father,  muft  be  fait  put  to 
the  Vote,  and  carry’d  by  the  Majority  as  an  unexcep¬ 
tionable  Piece  of  Wit,  before  it  is  permitted  to  be  en¬ 
tered  by  the  Secretary,  and  that  the  Reader  may  have 
a  Take  of  their  molt  e-xquifite  Performances,  I  lhall 
recite  fome  of  them  that  have  been  ilol’n  out  of  their 
Journal  by  a  falfe  Brother,  viz. 

On  an  Ox* 

Mojl  noble  Creature  of  the  horned  Race , 

Who  labours  at  the  Plow  to  earn  ihy  Grafs , 

And  yielding  to  the  Toak  floews  flan  the  Way 
To  bear  his  fertile  Chains,  and  to  obey, 

Thoje  haughty  Tyrants,  who  ufurp  the  Sway, 
d  by  furdy  Sinews  Till  the  Farmers  Grounds, 
do  thee,  the  Grazier  owes  his  hoarded  Pounds  : 

V  is  by  thy  Labour  we  abound  in  idalt, 

Whofe  powrful  Juice  the  meaner  Slaves  exalt ; 

And  when  grown  fat,  and  fit  to  be  devour'd 
The  Pole-Axe  frees  thee  from  the  Hazing  Goard : 

C1  bus  cruel  Man,  to  recompense  thy  Pains, 

Jirft  works  thee  hard \  and  then  beats  out  thy  Brains 

M  ‘fo 
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In  Praife  of  Beef. 

Of  all  Provifion,  Beef*sthe  left 
To  fleafe  an  Engliih  Palate,, 

Effect  ally  a  Stake  well  dreji, 

And  feafotfAAgbt  with  Shallot . 

Beef  fix  ells  oar  Mi  fetes,  fils  our  Veins* 

Does  e  ery  IV ay  improve  us. 

Strengthens  our  Sinews,  and  our  Reins , 

And  makes  the  Ladies  love  us* 

'Stand  off  ye  Veal-Fed  puny  Beaus * 

The  brawny  Dut  chefs's  crys , 

The  Beef-Fed  Mortal  I  efpoufe. 

That  yields  me  large  Supplies ; 

Give  me  the  Spark  that  Hems  and  Thumps*  ’ 
And  digs  like  Slave  with  Mattock  ; 

The  Man  that  feeds  on  Bullocks  Rumps, 
Ne’er  fails  a  Female  Buttock. 


On  a  Rump-Stake. 

Of  all  the  Paris  of  noble  Beef,  ^ 

<Gi<v'n  by  the  God's  for  Man  s  Relief 
The  juicy  Rump  is  Jiill  the  beft 
Betwixt  the  Tail,  and  horned  Creft  ; 

A  Stake  from  thence  with  whetted  Knife * 

Cut  off  by  D-— yv  or  his  Wife , 

Salted  and  pepper'd  to  the  Tooth 
Of  him  that  dares  to  venture  both  ; 

T hen  JsroiPd  and  cruft f  d  o'er  the  Fire . 

What  Prince  can  richer  Food  defire  T 
'  jtf  hungry 9  no  delicious  Dainty 

On  Earths  will  half  fio  well  content  ye: 

d  Vm* 
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A  Venfon  Patty's  but  a  Fool  to't 

Wild  Fowl  to  th 9  P dilate  is  but  dull  tort  '■ 

O  Cavaliers  4  What foolifh  Fellows 
Were  you  to  Jhew  yourfelves  fo  Zealous  r 
hi  madly  burning  and  difguifing 
The  Rump  which  only  wanted  broiling  ;■ 

As  if  to  prove  the  Proverb  truer 
When  Cock-a-hoop  you  meant  to  fhew 
'That  a  Rump  Stake  in  which  we  glory ?• 

Was  always  Poifon  to  a  Tory. 

Beef-Stake  Rapfody, 

Why  Jhould  the  Gods  to  Slaves  allow 
Such  Food  that's  fit  for  Courtiers , 

Thoy  Lords ,  we  nder  were  hlefty  till  now 
We  feed  like  brawny  Porters . 

By  Virtue  of  this  noble  Stake? 

How  I  could  hug  my  Phillis  ;; 

For  by  my  Lifey  I  find  my  Back 
As  ftrenuous  as  my  Will  is* 

■  •  ;* 

la  hick  Sort  of  Performances*  they  us’d  to  exercife 
tkeir  Wits  to  the  Honour  of  themfelves,  and  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  Secretary  ,  who  always  had  the  Senfe  to 
give  his  Vote  in  tfie  Affirmative,  becaufe,  when  any 
Thing  is>  allow’d  to  be  Wit  by  the  Majority  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  @there  is  a  certain  Fee  belonging  to  their  Scribe, 
for  entering  it  in  their  Journal,  for  the  Sake  of  which 
Perquefite  he  is  the  more  willing  to  play  all  the  1  ricks 
of  a  Dancing-Bear  for  the  Diversion  of  the  Society ;  nor, 
indeed  can  any  Man  of  his  Faculty  bead  a  greater  Va¬ 
riety  of  Qualifications  than  himfelf,  for  the  Promotion 
of  Mirth  among  good  Company,  for  He  is  fo  great  w 
Mailer  of  Humour  and  Gefliculation,  that,  Proteus  like,, 
he  can  change  his  Shape  and  Mein,  and  put  on  any, 

M  z-  Mkife 
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Man’s  GefHire  and  Deportment  with  fuch  wonderful' 
Bxa&nefs,  that  he  can  give  ye  the  true  Refemblance  of 
a,  whim  heal  Lord,  an  aiFe&ed  Critic,  a  formal  Block¬ 
head,  a  talkative  Argumentator,  a  fanatical  Beau,  or, 
indeed,  mimick  any  Man’s  Gate,  manner  of  talking, 
and  all  his  habitual  Vanities  and  Singularities  with  fo 
much  Art  and  Pleafantry,  that  he  can  fhew  any  Sort, 
of  Coxcomb  his  ridiculous  Likelinefs,  as  truly  as  a 
Looking-Glals ;  fo  that  by  this  Means  he  always  pre¬ 
fen  <res  a  full  Community,  for  whatever  Members  neg¬ 
lect  to  appear  upon  the  Club-Night,  is  affur’d  in  his 
Abfence  to  be  fo  comically  re prefen ted  by  their  offici-- 
ous  Buffoon,  that  they  are  made  the  jell  and  Laughing- 
flock  of  the  whole  Company:  The  Fear  of  which,, 
makes  them  all  fo  very  punctual,  that  they  feldom 
fail  of  having  a  full  Club,  where  every  Thing  is  per-, 
form’d  with'  fo  much  Rule  and  Order,  that  a  Man  can 
neither  cafe  his  Brains  of  their  frothy.  Excrement,  But 
it  mnflbe  put  to  the  Vote,  or  fiep  into  the  Vault  to 
empty  his  (Lifts  with' an  Order  of  the  Board., .  The 
fame  Spirit  of  Ambition  to  be  thought  witty  that  pof- 
felfes  the  Kit-Cat  Members,  is  equally  diffufive  thro’ 
tliis  Society  alfo,  for  the  Man  of  Title  and  Authority 
is  not  here  contented  to  be  only  reverenc’d  for  his . 
Wealth  and  Dignity,  but  defires  to  perpetuate  his  Me¬ 
mory  in  their  bulky  Regifter,  and  to  be  complemented 
more  for  his  Wit  than  for  his  Riches,  from  whence  it 
may  be  reafonably  conjectur’d,  that  fome  of  the  difo 
gulled  Members  of  the  foregoing  Club,  where  the  foft 
Formers  of  the  Beef-Stake  Society,  or  rather  new  Rump 
Parliament,  who,  perhaps  being  offended  that  others 
fhould  be  allowed  before  themfelves  to  be  Jpollo1  s  Dar¬ 
lings,  turn’d  fa&ious  Difienters  from  the  Kit-Cat  Com-. 
Biunity,  and  fo  fix’d  an  oppoiite  A  Humbly  of  revolted 
Wits,  in  hopes  thereby  to  eclipfe  the  Glory  of  their 
Competitors;  and,  like  true  bred  Britons  to  die w  their 
Refentment  in  Contempt  of  Kit-Cat  Pies,  very  juftly 
gaye  the  Preference  to  a  Rump-Stake,  moil  wifely  a- 

greein§. 
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greeing  that  the  venerable  Word,  Beef,  gave  a  more 
mafculine  Grace,  and  founded  better  in  the  Title  of  a 
true  Englijh  Club,  thaa>  either  Pies  or  Kit-Cat ,  and 
that  Grid-Iron  which  has  the  Honour  to  be  made  the 
Badge  of  Martyrdom,  was  a  nobler  Symbol  of  their 
Chridian  Integrity,  than  two  or  three  Stars  or  Garters ; 
alfo  learnedly  recolle&ing  how  great  an.  Affinity  the 
Word  Bull  has  to  Beef;  they  thought  it  very  con¬ 
fident  with  the  Conditution  of  their  Society,  in  dead  of  a 
Weljh  to  have  an  Hibernian  Secretary.  Being  thus  fix’d 
to  the  great  Honour  of  a  little  Ale-Houfe,  next  Door 
to  the  Church,  and  oppofite  to  the  Meeting  they  con¬ 
tinu’d  their  Community  for  fome  Time,  under  much 
Order  and  Regularity ;  till  their  Fame  fpreadrag  over 
all  the  Town,  and  defcending  fo  low  as  to  reach  the 
Ears  of  the  great  Boys,  and  tie  little  Boys,  who  were 
fo  highly  pieafed  with  the  pretty  Diftinclion.,  that  the 
Club  had  choien,  that  as  they  came  in  the  Evening 
from  Mef  chant  Baylors  School,  they  could  not  forbear 
hallowing  as  they  pad  the  Door,  to  exprefs  their  Joy 
that  the  City  fhould  be  honoured  with  the  rhiming  Pre- 
fence  of  fuch  a  witty  Society ;  thus  when  once  the 
forward  Youths  had  made  themfelves  acquainted  with 
the  Nights  of  their  Meeting,  they  feldom  fail’d,  when 
the  Divan  were  fitting,  of  complementing  their  Ears 
with  an  Huzza,  Beef-Stake,  that  they  might  know  from 
thence,  how  much  they  were  reverenc’d  for  Men  of 
Learning  by  the  very  School  Boys.  But  the  model! 
Club  not  ade&ing  Popularity,  and  chudng  rather  to 
be  deaf  to  all  public  Flatteries,  thought  it  an  A&  of 
Prudence  to  adjourn  from  thence  into  a  Place  of  Obfcu- 
rity,  where  they  might  Fead  knuckle  deep  in  lufceous 

4  •  O  4.  ^ 

Gravy,  and  enjoy  themfelyes  free  from,  the  npity  Ad- 
drefles  of  the  young  Scholadick  Rabble  ;  fo  that  now, 
whether  they  have  healed  the  Breach,  and  are  again  re-; 
turn’d  into  the  Kit-Cat  Community,  from  whence  it  is 
believed,  upon  fome  Difgud  they  at  fird  feperated,V( 
or  whether  like  the  Calves-PIead  Club,  they  remove 
from  Place  to  Place  to  prevent  Difcovery,  I  Ihan’t  pre¬ 
fun,  q 
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fume  to  determine,  but  at  prefent,  like  Oatds  Army? 
©f  Pilgrims,  in  the  Time  of  the  Plot,  though  they  art 
much  talked  on,  they  are  difficult  to  be  found* 

Where  e'erycur  powerful  Mujes  feng  the  Praife 
Of  good  fat  Rumps,  in  your  immortal  Lays,, 

! There  only  mitfi  Apoiloy£\r  the  Bay 

Such  frenuous  Lines  fo  charming  f ft,  and Jweet,» 

‘I  hat  daily fow  from  your  conjunct  hue  Wit, 

Proclaim  the  Povfr  of  Beef,  that  noble  Meat . 

Tour  tuneful  Songs  fuch  deep  Lnprefions  make, 

And  of  fuch  aveeful,  beauteous  Strength  partake 
Each  Stanza  feems.  an  Ox,  each  Line  a  Stake* 

As  if  the  Rump  in  Slices,  hroiPd  or  feud  d 
In  its  own  Gravy  till  divinely  good, 

Turn'd  all  to  powerful  Wit ,  as  fon  as  cheadd* 

O  !  gallant  Beef  thou  maPfl  the  Soldier  Fight o 
The  Rump  Stake  Poet,  like  an  Angel  Write 
And  the  kind  Hujband,  vigorous  at  Night* 

Thy  Juice  does  not  alone  our  Lives  fufiaiit 
And  fluff -our  Bellies ,  when  our  Guts  complain f 
But  fructifies  as  well  the  teeming  Brain * 

Or  jure  Apollo^  Sons,  thofie  charming  few. 

Who  T une  their  Lyres r  their  heavenly  Art  to  focw& 
Would  ne'er  adore  thy  Ru?np,  as  now  they  do* 

T o  grind  thy  Gravy  out,  their  Jaws  employ , 

O’er  Heaps  of  reading  Stakes  exprefis  their  Joy > 

And fitng  of  Beef,,  as  Homer  did  of  Troy. 

« 

In  a  right  Choice,  weffew  that  we  are  wife. 

Who  then  can  blame  fuch  Worthies,  who  defpife , 

For  noble  Beef,  that  Chi  Id  iff  Diet  Pies. 
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Wi ts  us'd  with  Study  to  be  fate  and  lean. 
Cowardly  and  Sneaking ,  over  run  ‘with  Spleen , 
But  now  they  feed  on  Beef,  they  look  like  Men* 

-And  twill,  in  length  of  7 ime ,  not  only  write 
Like  Greeks  or  Romans,  but  like  Heroes  fight? 
And  like  Giants  give  the  Fair  Delight . 

You  need  no  longer  then ,  your  Fancies  tire  ; 

Some  Mufe  at  Court ,  infiandd  with  hot  Define ? 
Will  teach  fuch  Bards  to  tune  a  different  Lyre . 

Thus,  by  Degrees,  may  you  to  Honour  rije , 

From  Stakes  of  Bee£  as  fonie  from  Kit-Kat  PieSs, 
Since  a  ftrong  Back ,  the  want  of  Wit  f applies . 

Thus,  of  all  Diets,  you  ha  ve  choofe  the  chief, 
-And  Ladies  know  a  W imads  befi  Relief 
Is  found  in  him  that  feeds  on  noble  Beef. 
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